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:u.;ter. They are established in the faith.
and will not be overcome by the devil
because of van it)' and pride. They seek
10 walk Ihc humble path of obedience,
doing the will of God. Thcir character
exerts an influencc that tells for the
advancement of the cause of God and
the healthful purity of His work," Emll-
gelism. 3/5.

Because of Jesus' great and mar-
vclous sacrifice on Calvary, and His
offer of His presence in our daily lives.
when we surrender our lives to Him.
God's Spirit relUrns to dwell in the
place from whcnce it was banished by
our giving in to the temptations and
deceptions of SMan. Thcn the charac-
ter of Jesus is reinSlituted in the life,
and God trcat us clS if we had
ncver sinncd. The pcrfection of Jesu::;
is thcn crcdited 10 us. Again God re-
veals 10 us this marvelous transaclion
in these inspired words:
"Self is in need of being crucified.

When self is submerged in Christ, true
love springs forth spontaneously. It is
not an emotion or an impulse. but a
decision of a sanctified will. It consists
not in feeling, but in the transforma-
tion of the whole heart, soul. and char-
acter, which is dead to self and itlive
unto Gael. Our Lord and Saviour asks
us to give ourselves to Him. Surrender-
ing self to God is all He requires,
giving ourselves to Him to bc em-
ployed as He sees fit. Until we come to
this poinl of surn;ndcr, wc shall not
work happily, usefully, or successfully
anywhere." Scvell1h-day Ach·ell1isl Bi-
ble COII/II/elllory, vol. 6, 1100-110 I,

Obedience to k.'lown truth without a
compromise-by having the mind of
Jesus through the power of the Holy
Spirit-this is the key to eternal life.
May each of us strive to obt.ain the
knowledge and experience we nt;ed. that
we might be 10 111t;et Jesus up in
the air some day soon. Sec I Thessalo-
nians4:16-17. 0

E·' d@ltor
"For who hath known the mind of

the Lord, that he may instruct him? But
we have the mind of Christ." I Corin-
Ihians 2: 16.

Sin has corrupled everyone born
into this sinful world. for all have
sinncd. Through heredity some have
received a greater curse than others.
However, there is a cure avail-
ablc for all! When we receive the mind
of Christ, the faith of Christ, and the
love of Christ, which brings repen-
tance, confession, justification, and
sanctification, then we arc truly Ihe
sons and daughters of God. See Acts
5:31. Galatians 2:20, Revel'llion 14: 12,
ancl Ephesians 3: 17-20.

"Behold, what manner of love
Father hath bestowed upon us, that wc
should be called the sons of God: there-
fore the world k.'llOwcth us not, because
it knew him not. Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall bc: but we know
that, when he shall appear. wc shall be
like him; for we shall sec him as he is.
And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure'" I John 3: 1-3. Praise God for
this promise!
The remedy for our sinful nature is

the mind of Jesus. The greatest desire
of our life muSt be to be like Jesus-
just as the old hymn we sang as chil-
dren "Be like .Jesus, Ihis my song
... be like Jesus (III day long:' Unfor-
tunately, we do not sing that song much
anymore, and when we do, do wc real-
ly understand wh:lI it means to be likc
Jesus all day long by the mighty power
of the Holy Spirit, working the love of
Jesus in our daily lives moment by
moment?

...After the believing soul has received
the ordinance of baptism, he is to bcar in
mind that he is to God, to
Christ, nnd to the Holy Spirit. ...

"All who study the life of Christ
and practice His teaching will become
like Christ. Their influence will be like
His. They will reveal soundness of char-

SELFISHNESS is the very founda-
tion of all sin. We must know and
understand that the human soul is

not naturally innocent before God. 111crc-
forc, no ont: can be pronounced justified
unless a supernatural transformation has
taken place in the lifestyle thai produces
tilt: good works of Christ.

We are exhorted. -Let Ihis mind be
in yOll, which was also in Christ Jesus:
who, being in the fOfm of God, thought
it not robbery 10 be equal with God:
but made himself of no reputation, and
took upon him the form of a scrvall1',
and WHS made in the likeness of mcn:
,mel being found in fashion as a man,
he humbled himself, and became obe-
dient unto death, cven the death of the
cross.'" Philippi<.llls 2:5-8.

So, it is the mind of Christ that God
offers us. The lifestyle change is
hrought about by <l love for Christ-
,mel then an overwhelming dcsirc to bc
like Him in every life situalion.

"The Christian's lifc is not a modifi-
cation or improvcmcnt of the old, but a
tr,1I1sformalion of naturc. There is a death
10 self and sin, anel a new lifc altogcther.
This change can be brought about only
by the effectual working of the Holy
Spirit." Tile Desire ofAges, 172,

II is impossible for this change to
eomc about unless wc arc first ready to
dl.:l1y self. Something must be impartcd
to LIS so that God can recognize our
willingness to be made willing to con-
form 10 the conditions of salvation with-
out a compromise. Only thcn, may the
once guilty be declared righteous. There
will he no mistake in God's judgment.
Thl.: carnal nature, which is under
sin" (Romans 7: 14) will only receive
the wages of sin, which is death.

The mind of Christ is selfless, When
Christ dwells in the hcart there is a death to
self and sin, and a new heart altogether.
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[The following lerrer was wriHell ill all-
swer to a lerrer from a brother minister.
As the subject dwelt UpOIl is of general
iwerest. it may be a help fO Ofhers be-
sides the one specially addressed.]

DEAR Brother: It was with plea
sure that I read your letter of
inquiry to me, for the thought

that the work of the Spirit of God wrought
upon your heart at the Kansas meeting
has so far not been effaced, is of great
satisfaction. You have had a glimpse of
the righteousness of Christ which you
have not lost, as 1 am sure some others
did when they came in contact with those
who did not appreciate this blessed truth.

I am glad that Jesus does indeed make
His presence manifest when it is eagerly
sought for and gratefully acknowledged.

When the third angers message is
preached as it should be, power attends
its proclamation, and it becomes an
abiding intluence. It must be attended
with divine power, or it will accom-
plish nothing. I am often referred to
the parable of the ten virgins, five of
whom were wise, and five foolish. This
parable has been and will be fulfilled
to the very lener, for it has a special
application to this lime, and, like the
third angel's message, has been ful-
filled and will continue to be present
truth till the close of time. In the par-

able, the len virgins had lamps, but
only five of them had the saving oil
with which to keep their lamps burn-
ing. This represents the condition of
the Church. The wise and the foolish
have their Bibles, and are provided
with all the means of grace; but many
do not appreciate the fact that they
must have the heavenly unction. They
do not heed the invitation, "Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is
light." Matthew 11:28-30.

Jesus desires to efface the image of
the earthly from the minds of His follow-
ers, and to impress upon them the image
of the heavenly, that they may become
one with Himself, retlecting His charac-
ter, and showing forth the praises of Him
who hath called them out of darkness
into His marvelous light. If you have
been permitted to stand in the presence
of the Sun of Righteousness, it is not that
you may absorb and conceal the bright
beams of Christ's righteollsness, but that
you may become a light to others. The
enemy has men in our ranks through
whom he works, that the light which God
has permitted to shine upon the heart and
illuminate the chambers of the mind may
be darkened. There arc persons who have
received the precious light of the right-
eousness of Christ, but they do not act
upon it; they arc foolish virgins. They
prefer the sophistry of the enemy rather
than the plain "Thus saith the Lord."
When the blessing of God rested upon
them in order that they might become
channels of light, they did not go for-
ward from light to a greater light; they
pemlittcd doubt and unbelief to come in,
so that the truth which they had seen,
became an uncenainty to them.

Satan uses those who claim to be-
lieve the truth, but whose light has be-
come darkness, as his mediums to utter
his falsehoods and transmit his darkness.
They are foolish virgins indeed, choos-
ing darkness rather than light, and dis-
honoring God. The character we culti-
vate, the attitude we assume today, is
fixing our future destiny. We are ail mak-
ing a choice, either to be with the blessed,
inside the city of light, or to be with the
wicked, outside the city. The principles
which govern our actions on earth are
k.llown in heaven, and our deeds are
faithfully chronicled in the books of
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H alf-hearted Christians obscure the glory of
God, misinterpret piety, and cause men to

receive false ideas as to what constitutes vital
godliness.

record. It is there known whether our
characters arc after the order of Christ or
the order of the archdeceiver who caused
rebellion in heaven. Are we wise virgins,
or must we be classed among the fool-
ish? This is the question which we are
deciding today by our character and atti-
tude. That which passes with many for
the religion of Christ, is made up of
ideas and theories, a mixture of truth and
error. Some are trying to become good
enough to be saved. They continually
complain of their sins. The Lord says of
them, «.And this have ye done again,
covering the altar of the LORD with tears,
with weeping, and with crying out,
insomuch that he regardeth not the offer-
ing any more, or receiveth it with good
will at your hand." Malachi 2: 13. "Ye
have wearied the LORD with your words.
Yet ye say, Wherein have we wearied
him? When ye say, Everyone that doeth
evi I is good in the sight of the LORD, and
he delighteth in them; or, Where is the
God of judgment?" Verse 17.

Penances, mortifications of the flesh,
constant confession of sin, without sin-
cere repentance; fasts, festivals, and out-
ward observances, unaccompanied by true
devotion-all these are of no value what-
ever. The sacrifice of Christ is sufficient;
He made a whole, efficacious offering to
God; and human effort without the merit
of Christ, is worthless. We not only dis-
honor God by taking this course, but we
destroy our present and future useful-
ness. A failure to appreciate the value of
the offering of Christ, has a debasing
influence; it. blights our expectations, and
makes us fall short of our privileges; it
leads us to receive unsound and perilous
theories concerning the salvation that has
been purchased for us at infinite cost.
The plan of salvation is not understood
to be that through which divine power is
brought to man in order that his human
effort may be wholly successful.

To be pardoned in the way that Christ
pardons, is not only to be forgivcn, but
to be rcnewed in the spirit. of our mind.
The Lord says, '''A new heart also will I
give you." Ezekiel 36:26. The image of
Christ is to be stamped upon the very
mind, heart, and soul. The apostle says,
"But we have the mind of Christ."
I Corinthians 2: 16. Without the trans-
fanning process which can come alone
through divine power, the original pro-
pensities to sin are left in t.he heart in all
thcir strcngtll, to forge new chains, to
impose a slavery that can never be bro-
ken by human power. But men can never

entcr heaven with their old tastes, incli-
nations, idols, ideas, and theories. Heaven
would be no place of joy to them; for
everything would be in collision with
their tastes, appet.ites, and inclinations,
and painfully opposed to their natural
and cultivated traits of character.

In the parable of the virgins, five are
represented as wise and five as foolish.

The name "foolish virgins" represents
the character of those who have not the
genuine heart-work wrought by the Spirit
of God. The coming of Christ does not
change the foolish virgins into wise ones.
When Christ comes, the balances of
Heaven will weigh the character, and
decide whether it is pure, sanctified, and
holy, or whether it is unclean, and unfit
for the kingdom of heaven. Those who
have despised the divine grace that is at
their command, that would have quali-
fied them to be the inhabitants of heaven,
will be the foolish virgins. They had all
the light, all the knowledge, but they
failed to obtain the oil of grace; they did
not receive the truth in its sanctifying
power.

Happiness is the result of holiness,
and conformity to the will of God. Those
who would be saints in heaven, must
first be saints upon the earth; for when
we leave this earth, we shall take our
character with us, and this will be simply
taking with us some of the elements of
Heaven imparted to us through tlle right-
eousness of Chris!.

The state of the Church represented
by the foolish virgins, is also spoken of
as the Laodicean state. The True Witness
declares, "I know thy works, that thou
art neither cold nor hot: 1 would that
thou wert cold or hot. So then because
thou art lukewann, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Because thou sayest, I am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of
nothing; and knowesl not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked; I counsel thee to buy

of me gold tried in the fire, that thou
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the
shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that
thou mayest see. As many as I love, I
rebuke and chasten: be zealous there-
fore, and repent. Behold, J stand at the
door, and knock: if any man hear my

voice, and open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup with him, and he
with me. To him that overcometh will I
grant t.o sit with me in the throne, even
as I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his duone." Revela-
tion 3:15-21.

Half-hearted Christians obscure the
glory of God, misinterpret piety, and
cause men to receive false ideas as to
what constitutes vital godliness. Others
think that they, also, can be Christians
and yet consult their own tastes and
make provision for the flesh, if these
false-hearted professors can do so. On
many a professed Christian's banner the
motto is written, "You can serve God
and please self-you can serve God and
mammon." They profess to be wise vir-
gins, but not having the oil of grace in
their vessels with their lamps, they shed
forth no light to the glory of God and for
the salvation of men. They seek to do
what the world's Redeemer said was im-
possible to do; He has declared, "Ye
cannot serve God and mammon." Mat-
thew 6:24. Those who profess to be
Christians, but do not follow in the foot-
steps of Christ, make of none effect His
words, and obscure the plan of salvation.
By their spirit and deportment they virtu-
ally say, "Jesus, in your day you did not
understand as well as we do in our day,
that man can serve God and mammon."
These professors of religion claim to
keep the law of God, but they do not
keep it. 0, what would the standard of
true manhood have become had it been
left in the hands of mall' God has lifted
His own standard-the commandments
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I t is the privilege of every earnest seeker fortruth and righteousness, to rely upon the sure
promises of God.

of God and the faith of Jesus-and the
expcrknce that follows complete surren-
der to God, is righteollsness. peace. and
joy in .he Holy Ghost. Everything thaI
man touches with unholy hands and
llllsunctificd intellect, even the gospel of
truth, bCCOIllCS, by the cOlltact, contami-

naled. Man puts confidence ill l1Ian.
makes flesh his arm. but all the work of
man is of the e.anh, carthy.

Christ says, "1 am Ihe way, the truth.
and the lifc" (John 14:6); and it is the
privilege of every sOlll to make Christ
his personal Saviour. You need not wait
to grow good; you need not think (hat
any effol1 of YOllrs will make your prayers
acceptable. and bring yOll salvation. Let
e.:<.lch man and wuman pray to God, nOI to
man. Let each one come to Christ in
humility, speak to Him with your own
lips. The request. "Will you pray for
meT' has become simply a form of
speech: YOll should prdY to God for your-
self, bclieving tl1<.lt He listens to every
word you utter. Lay bare your heart for
His inspection, confess your sins, asking
Him to forgive you, pleading the merits
of the atonement, and then by faith con-
templatc the great scheml..: of rcdemp-
tion, tlnd the Comforter will bring all
things to your rcmembrance.
The morc you study the character

of Christ. the morc attractive will He
appear to you. He wi II become as One
ncar yOll. in close companionship with
you; your alTcclions will go out after
Him. If the mind is molded by
objects with which it has 1110St to do,
then to think of Jesus, to talk of Him,
will enable you to becomc like.: Him in
Spirit and character. You will reflect
His image in Ihat which is great and
pure and spiritual. You will have the
mind of Christ, and He wi II send you
forth to thc world as His spiritual rep-
resentative. He will be your only glory.
You cannot affiliate with the world
without becoming a p;Htaker of its
spirit, without becoming guilty of trea-
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son against the Lord who has bought
yuu.

It is the privilege of every eamesl
seeker for truth and righteousness, to
rely upon the sure promises of God. The
Lord Jesus makes lnanifcst the fact that
the treasures or divine grace are placed

cntirely aliI' disposal, in order that we
may become channels of light. We can-
not receive the riches of the grace of
Christ without desiring to imp<l11 them to
others. When we have the love of Christ
in our hearts, we shall feel that it is our
dUly and privilege to communicate it.
The sun shining ill the heavens, pours its
bright beams into all the highways and
byways or life. It has sufficient light for
thousands of worlds like ours. And so it
is with the Sun of Righteousness; His
bright beams of healing and gladness are
amply sufficicnt to save our little world,
and arc efficacious in establishing secu-
rity in every world that has been created.
Christ declares tlmt Our Heavenly Father
is more willing to give the Holy Spirit to
them Ilmt ask Him, than earthly parents
arc to givl.: good gifts to children.
Sec Luke II: 13. Tho day of Pentecost
furnished a wonderful occasion. In the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, what a
testimony was givcn 10 the abundancc of
the gnlcc of Christ! Why is it thai those
who claim to believe advanced truth.
live so far bcnei.llh their privileges'! Why
do they mingle self with all they do? If
they will cast out self, Jesus will pour
into the thirsly soul a conslant supply
from the river of life. How can our
ministers becomc the rcprescntatives of
Christ, when they feel self-sufficicl1l-
when by spirit and attitude they say, "I
,1m rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing"? We must not be
in a self-satisfied condition, or we shall
be described as those who are.: poor, and
wretched, and miserable, and blind, and
naked.

Since the time of the.: Minneapolis
meeting, I have seen the statl.: of the

Laodicean church as never before. I have
heard the rebuke of God spoken to those
who feel so well satisfied. who know not
their spiritual destitution. Jesus spe.:aks to
these as He did to the woman of Samaria:
"If (holl kncwest the gift of God, and
who it is that saith to thce, Give lIle to
drink; thou wouldst have asked of him,
and he would have given thee living
water." John 4: 10.

Like the Jews. many have closed their
eyes lest they sholiid sec; but Ihere is as
great peril now. in closing the eyes to
light, and in walking apart from Christ,
feeling need of nothing, as lhere was
when He was upon earth. I have been
shown many things which I IUlVe pre-
sented before our people in solemnity
and earnestness, but those whose
have been hardened through criticism,
jealousy, and evil surmisings. knew not
that they were poor, and miserable, and
blind, and naked. Those who resist the

of God through His humble
servant, think they arc at variance with
Sister White, because her ideas me 110t
in harmony with theirs; bUl this variance
is nOI with SiSler White, but with the
Lord, who had gi Ven her her work to do.
Those who realize their need of

repeTltance tuward God, and faith to-
ward our Lord Jesus Christ. will have
contrition of soul. will repent for their
resistance of the Spirit of the Lord.
They will confess their sin in refusing
the light that Heaven has so graciously
selll them, and they will forsake the sin
that grieved and insulted the Spiril of
the Lord. They will humble ::ielf, and
accept the power and grace of Christ,
acknowledging the messages of warn-
ing, reproof, and cncourage.:ment. Then
lheir faith in the work of God will be
made manifes!. and they will rely upon
the atoning sacrifice. They will make a
personal appropriation of Christ's abun-
dant grace and righteousness, and He
will hccollle.: to them a present Saviour;
for they will realize Iheir need of Him,
and with completc trust will rest in
Him. They will drink of the water of
life from the divine, inexhaustible fOUll-
tain. In a new and blessed experience,
they will cast themselves upon Christ,
and become partakers of the
nature. The human and the divine will
cooperate every day, and the heart will
well lip in thanksgiving and praise to
Chris!. Heavenly Inspiration will have
a part in the Christian experience, and
we shall grow 10 the full stature of men
and women in Chris( Jeslis.



Christ should never be out of the mind. The
angels said concerning Him, "Thou shalt

call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins."

It is growth ill knowkdge of the char-
acler or Christ that sanctifies the soul. To
dist:ern <.Ind appreciate the wonderful
work of till,; atoncmcnt, transforms him
who contcmplates the plan of salvation.
By beholding Christ, he becomes
into the samc im<.lge, from glol)' 10 glory,
as by thc Spiril of Ihe Lord. The behold-
ing of Jesus becomes an ennobling, re-
fining process to the actual Christian. He
sees the Pallern, and grows into its like-
ness. mld then how easily an; dissen-
sions, elllulations, and strife adjustcd.
The perfection of Christ's character is
thc Christian's inspiration. When we see
Him as He is, desire awakes [Q be like
Him, and Ihis elevates the whole man;
for ··cvay ll1C1n th<.lt hath this hopc in him
puriliclh himself, even as he is pure:'
I John 3:3.

I feci sad when I think how for long
years there has been a gradual lowering
of the standard. I have been shown thai
very few realize the constant presence of
the Divine Watcher who dech.lres, '"I know
thy works"· Through the indulgence of
sin, many have forfeited the favor of
God, misreprcselltcd Jesus, forgotten His
prescm::e, forgollen thaI they arc living in
His sight, and so havc added evil to evil.
All such arc foolish virgins. They have
no abiding consolation. The power of
Christ is to be the comfort, the hopc, the
crown or rejoicing, of that fol-
lows Jesus in his conflict, in his struggles
in life. He who truly follows the Lamb of
God which takcth away the sin of the
world, can shout as hc :Jdvances, "This is
the viclOry tlu.ll overcomcth the world,
evc.:n our faith.'· I John 5:4.

What kind of faith is it that over-
comes the \Vorld?-It is that faith which
makes Christ your own personal Sav-
iour-that f<lith which, recognizing your
helplessness. your litter inability to save
yourself, lakes hold of Ihe Helper who is
mighty to save. as your only hope. It is
faith Ihat will not he discouraged, that
hears the voice of Christ saying. <·Be of
good chl,;er, I have ovcrcome the world,
and My divine strength is yours:- See
John 16:33. It is the faith that hears Him
say, ·'Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
Ihe cnd of Ihe world"· Mauhcw 28:20.

The reason why the churches are weak
and sickly and rcady to die, is that the
enemy has brought intluences of a dis-
couraging nalllre to bear upon trembling
souls. He has sought to shw ksus from
their view as the Comforter, as One who
reproves, who warns, who admonishes
thL:Jll, saying, "This is the way, walk ye

in il." Sec Isaiah 30:21. Christ has all
power in heaven and in earth, and He
can strengthen the wavering, and set right
the erring. He can inspire with confi-
dence, with hope in God; and confidence
in God always results in creating confi-
dence in one another.

Every soul must hClve a realization
that Christ is His personal Saviour; then
love and zeal and steadfastness will be
manifest in the Christian life. However
clear and convincing the truth is, it will
fail to sanctify the soul, fail to strengthen
and fOJ1ify it in its conflicts, unless it is
brought in constant contact with life.
Satan has achieved his greatest success
through interposing himself between the
soul and the Saviour.

Christ should never be Qut of the
mind. The angels said concerning Him,
'"ThOll shalt call his name JESUS: for
he shall save his people from their
sins ..' Matthew I :21. Jesus, preciolls
Saviour! Assurance, helpfulncss, secu-
rity, and peace arc all in Him. He is
the dispellcr of all our doubts, the
earnest of all our hopes. How precious
is the thought that we may indeed
become partakers of the divine nature,
wherchy we may overcome as Christ
overcame! Jesus is the fullness of our
expectation. He is the melody of our
songs. the shadow of a great rock in a
weary land. He is living water to the

thirsty soul. He is our refuge in the
stOrm. He is our righteousness, our
sanctifit:ation, our redemption. When
Christ is our personal Saviour, we shall
show forth the praises of Him who
hath called us out of darkness into His
marvelous light.

This great spiritual destitution is not
caused by any failure Oil the pan of
Christ doing all thaI is possible for the
Church. Our Heavenly Father bestowed
all Heaven in Onc Gift-that of His dear
Son. The work of the Holy Spirit is 110t
to daub with untcmpcred mortar, but it is
to convince the world of sin, of right-
eousness, of judgment 10 comc. Jesus
says, "'And I, if I be liftco lip from the
earth. will draw all Illell unto Ille." John
12:32. The n.:velation of the Son of God
upon the (,;fOSS, dying for the sins of
men, draws the hearts of Illen by the
powcr of infinite love, and convinces the
sinner of sin. Christ died because the law
was transgressed, that guilty man might
be saved from penalty of his enor-
mous guilt. But history has proved that it
is e<.lsicr to destroy the world than to
reform it; for men crucified the Lord of
glory, who came to unite earth with
Heaven, and man with God. 0

Review and Herold, August 19, 26,
1890.
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Why I Am a
Sevenlth.-Day Advenltist:, Part 1

A NUMBER of years ago in a
small Kentuc)..-y hill town, the
Ministerial Association members

decided on an unusual project. Each
denomination represented in the group
was to have onc of its pastors tell,
simply and brieny, what his church
believed. This would be followed by a
question-and-answer period, but no
spirit of debate was to be allowed to
enter in.

R Ollr Firm FOllndlltum JUlie 1998

It was my great privilege as a mem-
ber of this organization, to represent the
Seventh-day Adventists. A longing to
share my faith with other ministers was
just the reason I had decided to join the
group. It would have been easy to read
them a statement of the fundamental doc-
trines found on the inside pages of our
baptismal certificates. Instead, I was im-
pressed to present my very personal rea-
sons for the hope that is in me.

IPaul P. Felt I

FOJ1y-four years have gone by now
since tJlat memorable day in my
However, the convictions I with
those earnest mcn arc evcn more fimlly
the convictions I hold I<xlay. TIley have
stood every test of timc and trial.

One of t.he ministers in that group
had lold !TIt:: he feared I had committed
the sin against the.; Holy Spirit. Why?-
Because I had dared to qucstion, anti
then 10 reject. what the supposedly great
scholars thought they had discovered
abollt the Bible. What they [
been taught, as had also my father. who
was a foreign missionary. With this back-
ground, when I firsl became acquainted
with Seventh-day Adventists, I knew of
no authority in mailers of rdigious belief
more sure than my own private judg-
ment. To me the Bible was the greatesl
collection of religious literature in the
world-most of it true, much of it leg-
endary, and some of it positively false!

Reason One
My firsl reason, theil, for being a

Seventh-day Adventist is that it is through
this people that the Lord led me to have
faith in His Word. And it was Bible
prophecy, more than any other faCiOI',
which brought me oul of the quicksand
of the so-called ""Higher Criticism" inlo
faith in the fim, "Thus saith the Lord'"
of prophets and apostles. After years of
study in other schools, I found at the
Seventh-day Adventist Theological Semi-
nary (in 1945) the most thorough schol-
arship, and the most truly scientific pas-
sion for truth. that I have seen in any
educational inslitution.

A Seventh-day Adventist, by vory
del1nition. is a whole-hearted believer in
the accuracy and authority of Ihe Holy
Scriptures. Is it possible that anyone
would pay the price of faithfulness to
God's own wording of the fourth Com-

if he did not believe thnt God
had literally spoken that Commandment
on Mount Sinai, and written it with His
own finger? Can we imagine a man dar-
ing to swim against the swelling tide of
worldliness and tradition. keeping holy
the day that Jesus kept holy. if he did not
believe in the literal accuracy of the
Bible story of Creation? Would a people
with doubts about the Bible dare to pro-

The late Paul P. Fell. a retirt'd S('I'('lItll-day Ad-
venl;s( minister. wrOTe lhis ft'sTilll(m)' I/O( IOffg

heJtJrt! (I re(,l'lll alllQlllvhilt, tiedt/eli! IlIa( prO\'et/
farol.



A Seventh-day Adventist, by very
definition, is a whole-hearted believer in

the accuracy and authority of the Holy
Scriptures.

claim to all the world that Christ is
coming soon in power and great glory,
and that in Ihis cvcnt lies our only hope
for world peace?

"Christ is coming! let creation
Bid her groans and travail cease;

Lei Ihe glorious proclamation
Hope restore and faith increase;

Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Come, Thall blessed Prince of peace

"With that 'blessed hopc' before us,
Let no harp remain unstrung;

Let the mighty Advent chorus
Onward roll from longue to

Christ is coming! Christ is coming!
Comt:, Lord Jesus, quickly come!"

Reason 1\vo

Saviour. The movement of which we are
a part lags far behind in accomplishing
the work to which we believe God hos
called il.

This mcssage wc understand to be
the "Everlasting Gospel" in its selling of
·'Present Truth'" Sce 2 Peter I: 12. Our
··thcme song" is thc thrilling mcssagc of
heavenly angels, preaching through hu-

one sat like unto the Son of man, having
on his head a golden crown, and in his
hand a sharp sickle."' Verse 14.

These mess<tges together, then, must
constitute "this gospel of the kingdom,"
which our Saviour told His disciples
'"shall be preHched in all the world for a
witness unto all nations" to preparc the
way for His Second Coming. Matthew

My second rcason for being a Sev-
cnlh-day Advcntist is that I came to
believe that their entire messagc is what
the Bible teaches. The gospel of this
worldwide movement is an integrated
whole, accepted in all its esscntials by
all its informcd and faithful members in
"II lands. [ only wish I could tell you
today that as a pcople we arc perfectly
fulfilling Christ's prayer, "that they may
be one, even as we arc one'" John 17:22.
As individu<tls we havc fallen so far
shan of the perfect consecration to which
God coils His pcople, thol we certoinly
havc nothing to boast of but Jesus our

man instmments to all who live in this
closing hour of time. John tells us, "And
I saw another angel tly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to evcry nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and pcople." Revelation 14:6.
This first angel is followed by 1:1 second
and a third-like three rockets blazing
through the night in swift succession!
Having heard the messages of these an-
gels, John says. '"And I I, ' cd, and be-
hold a white cloud, ant ,n the cloud

24: 14. If so, it is just as important for
those of us living today to understand
thcse messages, and let them do their
appointed work in our lives, as it was for
the people of Noah's day to believe his
warning of the coming flood, and to join
him in the ark before the rain began to
fall. Noah must have seemed very arro-
gant and positive to some of his hearers,
just as we sound to some today. What
mattered, however, waS that Noah
preached the truth, and that life and death
hinged on tlle acceptance of that truth.

HistorlJ of tire Waldenses
by J. A. Wylie

The Waftlenses hold a spe·
cial place in our Christian
taije. Their defense of the faith
ofJesus, despite persecution and
martyrdom, ;s unique in the
Christian church. During the

long centuries of papal supremacl), thel)
defied the crushinlJ power of Rome and
rejected its false doctrines and human tra·
ditions. This stalwart people cherished and
preser(/ed the pure Word of God.

Truth Triumphant
by B. G. Wilkinson

#£818001, 419paijes, $14.95!

The prominence qi(/en to the
Church in the Wilderness in the
Scriptures establishes without ar·
gumentation the existence of such
an orqanization, and emphasizes
its importance.

Appealinq for attention to this thriffinq
theme, the author sought to brinlJ together
in a comprehensitle rliew the forceful narra·
title of the Church in the Wilderness.

#£818101, I'll paiJes, $12.95!

Pfuse see pafe 3 for shippinf and taJr information.

#£C03402. Now Mailable at Hope
International (or onllJ $129.95!

Otler 50 rare and his·
torical classic Christian re·
sources. Includes works bl.)

d'Aubinqne, Benedict,
Wl)lie, Foxe, (Qltlin
and manl) more!

Some of the finest and
most important Reforma.

tion history worles erler written are
cluded on this sinqle CD·ROM.
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We know of only one ordinance of man,
directly contrary to our understanding of

the moral law of God, which professing
Christians today are trying to enforce through
the civil law-that is the observance of Sunday.

TIle lirst "ngel's message is the most
general of the three. yet we understand it as
having a very twofold application
to our own timcs. -Fear and give glory
to him; for the hour of his judgment is comc:
and worship him that made heaven. and
earth. and the sea, and the fountains of
waters:' Rcvelation 14:7. What is so re-
markable aboutlhc first part of this message
is that it preaches a judgment already upon
us: "the hour of his judgmcnt IS COME."

(All emphasis supplied unless othenvise
nOled.)

Tile Sevcnth-day Advelliist movement
began with this conviction of a judgment
work alre'ldy begun in heaven, This bcliefis
based on the words of Daniel 8: 14, "Unto
two thousand (lnd tlm,.:e hundred days. then
sh,111 the sanctuary becleansccl," Space does
not pennit me 10 explain right here and now
how these Bible slllclt:nts c(lme to believe
that this cleansing began in 1844. Suffice it
to say that the sanctuary to be cleansed
could only be that heavenly tcmple after
whkh the tabcmacle of Moses was pat-
temcd. See Revelation II: 19; Hebrews 8:5;
9:23-24.

We know ofonly one dark blot in all the
COUl1s of that could need such <.I

cleansing. This is the S<'ld record. inscribed
on the books of he(lvcn. which tclls of the
sins of mcn, We understand this heavenly
ck:ansing through its foreshadowing in the
annual Day of Atonement in thl.: Old Testa-
ment sanctuiJrY service. See Leviticus 23:26-
30; 16:29-30. We believe that this work of
judgment, continuing from 1844 to the
close of probation, is God's great "'inven-
tory" of His people. By this means. the
angels who accompany Christ at His Sec-
ond Coming can know that all who arc
called from their gravcs at that timc arc fit
subjects for God's heavenly kingdom. And
while the lxx>ksofheavcn arc being cleansed
from all record ofthc sins of the S<.lints who
have gone on before, a gn.::at refonnatory

is cleansing the lives of God's
people who arc living on the c,lI1h during
this judgment hour. "Fear Goe!." then. "and

give glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come!"

This angel's message goes on to call
men back to the worship of the Creator.
'''And worship him that made heavcn,
and eanh, and the sea. and thc fountains
of This has been the great cry of
all the holy prophets since the world
began. however. was it more
needed than it is today! We c;mllot Indy
worship the Creator without accepting

His own story of His work. To believe
the pseudo-scientific theory of evolution,
wc must believe that mankind started at
the boltom of the ladder. both intellectu-
ally and spiritually. To believe the divine
record of Crc(ltion, as found in the open-
ing words of the Bible story, we must
believe that man starh..:d al the top, per-
fect in every and fell to his present
low estate only through deliberate dis-
obedience to the revealed will of his
Creator. There could not possibly be any
believers in "evolution" among the ranks
of sincere Seventh-day Adventists.

Yet this call to worship the Creator
means even more! It means that we will
remember His cn:atorship through re-
mcmbering to keep holy the day He set
aside by His own example as an everlast-
ing memorial of that grent event. "Where-
fore:' He declares. "the children of Is-
rael shall keep the sabbath, to observe
thc sabbath throughout their generations.
for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign
between me and the childrcn of Israel for
ever: for in six days the LORD made
heaven and eanh. and on the seventh day
he and was refreshed." Exodus
31: 16-17. We take these significant words
as applying to the true spiritual Israel of
all ages. for surely there is nothing Jew-
ish about either the Creation. or the sanc-
tified life (sec verse 13) to which our
Creator calls us in this world of sin!

We keep this Sabbalh of Ihe Lord-
not from any vain dream of saving our-
selves by our works-but because God
Himself made it all integral part of His

moral law. We kccp it because "the sab-
bath was made for man" (Mark 2:27;
Genesis 2:3) before man sinned. We keep
it because it will be kept by allihe saints
in the e(lnh-made-ncw, when sin and
sinners have been banished forever. Sec
Isaiah 66:22-23. Insofar as we keep it
holy at all. we do so, not in our own
strength. but by the power of the Holy
Spirit and a regenerated hean. 'That the
rightcousness of tht: law might," as Paul
so fitly says, "be fulfilled in us, who
w<llk nOI after the tlesh, but nfter the
Spirit.·· Romans 8:4. Since the fourth
commandment commcmorates God's rest
at the close of His work of Creation, we
do not sec how any first-day rest could
ever fulfill the purpose for which the
cOlllmandment was given. See Exodus
20: I I. This is the day, above all others,
on which we arc to "worship him that
made heaven, and eanh, and the sea, and
the fountains of waters!"

111e tirst angel has spoken, and now the
second angel proclaims with a mighty voice
a message of equal impol1ance for those
who live in these last days. "Babylon is
fallen, is falk:n," he cries, "'that great city,
because she made all Ilations drink of the
wine of the wrath of her fornication." Rev-
elation 14:8. This is the Babylon whose
character and whose final destiny arc so
vividly described in Revelation 17 and 18.
This is the mighty city from which a great
"voice from heaven" iscaJling His to
come oul. ·'Come out of her, my people;'
He cries, "that ye be not partakers of her
sins. and that ye receive not of her plagucs."
Revelation 18:-+. For many scriptural rea-
sons, all Seventh-day Adventists believe
that "'Babylon'" represents the fallen church.
This is that "'faIling away" prophesied by
Paul. in which "'thar man of sin" would "oc
rcveakd. the SOil of perdition; who OPPOSCUl
and exaltelh himself above allth"t is called
God, or that is worshipped; so lhat he as
God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing
himself thnt he is God." 2 Thessalonialls
2:3-4.

TIle pioneers of the Protestanl Refonna-
lion all well how 10 identify this
sinister power. but Babylon is morc Ulan
one church even though the
Catholic church is ule most powerful one of
all. Babylon includes in her seductive em-
bracc all who will do her bidding. "Know ye
110t," "sks Paul. '''that to whom yc yield
yourselves scrv,mts to obey. his servants ye
arc to whom ye obey?" Romans 6: 16. Is it
any wonder then that Jesus, in warning His
disciples of the perils thai they would face
in the last days, said, "Remember Lot's
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The Evangelism & Revival Department
of Hope International

presents these upcoming meetings:

Look for our "Upcoming Meetings" announcements in
future issues. If you need more information please call Hope
Intemational, (360) 832-6602, and ask to speak to someone in
the Evangelism and Revival (E&R) Department.

Milwaukie, OR June 6
Wichita Evangelical Church
9491 SE Wichita Ave

Eatonville, WA July 19-26
Youth Camp, ages 12-16 (see back page)

Eatonville, WA August 4-9
Hope International Camp Meeting
(See back page for more details.)

Angelus Oaks, CA September 17-20
Camp Morning Star

Barton Flats, Highway 38
Calistoga, CA September 24-27

Napa County Fairgrounds
1435 Oak Street

Eatonville, WA October 4-10
Medical Missionary Training Seminar
Life Abundant Missionary Institute

To be COl/til/fled.

Christ. While we Adventists do not al-
ways grasp this fact as we ought, it is the
very heart of our gospel to the world.
Nothing but tile blood of Jesus can pre-
pare us to stanel in the trials that are
before us. Only when we realize our
utter helplessness apart from Christ, will
He fill us by His mighty Spirit with the
power to keep His commandments faith-
fully under extreme temptation, There is
no gift of tJ1C Holy Ghost morc
than the gift by which we are macle
overcomers. "To him that overcolTleth
will 1 give to cat of the tree of life, which
is in Ihe midst of tJ1C paradise of Goel."
Revelation 2:7. 0

perhaps through a compulsory six-day work
week-that the Sabbathkeepers will be quite
unable to find a place in the economic
system. [n that day the issue of discipleship
will be made crystal clear-as in the days of
t.he ancient Caesars. By this test all mankind
will be sifted, and only those who will
"follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth"
(Revelation 14:4) will be found ready in the
day ofChrist 's glorious coming. "Here is the
patience oft]le saints: here are they that keep
the commandments of God, and the faith of
Jesus." Revelation 14: 12.

These ringing words that close the
third angel's message make that procla-
mation far more than a mere negative
warning. They herald forth the principle
on which all Christian victory depends-
righteousness by faith in the Lord Jcsus

wife"? Luke 17:32. The call to flee from
fallen Babylon is an inseparable patt of"this
gospel of the kingdom." Matthew 24: 14.

And now a third mighty angel
mands our anention with his waming voice:
"If any man worship the beast and his
image, and receive his mark in his forehead,
or in his hand, the same shall drulk of the
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured
out without mixture into the cup of His
indignation; and he shall be tonncnled with
tire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels, and in the presence of the
Lamb: and the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they
have no rest day nor night, who worship the
beast and his image, and whosoevcrreceiveth
t..he mark of his namc. Here is the patience
of the saints: here arc they that keep the
commandments of God, and the faitil of
Jesus." Revelation 14:9-12.

The mark of the beast will be placed
upon all but the very elect of God. This
will happen in the last great crisis of
human history before the coming of
Christ. If it is true that the signs of
Christ's soon coming are being fulfilled,
or have already been fulfilled all around
us, then surely the time has come for
Christians to study and to understand
this striking prophecy. Adventists under-
stand this "beast" power to represent
civil authority under the domination of
corrupt Christianity. It is Satan's supreme
effort to destroy true Christianity, and he
uses those who name the name of Christ
as his chief agents-just as he did nine-
teen hundred years ago through God's
people of that. time-tile Jews.

From the closing words of the third
angel's message, it is plain that the mark of
the beast must be some law of man directly
contrary to one of the commandments of
God. It is made clear in Revelation 13: 16-
17 that the mark of the beast will be
enforced by civil authority, since "no mall
might buyor sell,save he tilat had the mark,
or the name of the beast, or the number of
his name." Only those who have "the pa-
tience of the saints" will dare to resist, under
penalty of death. This civil law will be
inspired by professed Christians-the har-
lot woman of Revelation 17-who rides on
the back of the beast. We know of only one
ordinance of man, directly cont.rary to our
understanding of the moral law of God,
which professing Christians today are t.rying
to enforce through the civil law-that is the
observance of Sunday. Adventists believe
that the day is coming when, in some real or
fancicd cmergency, thc traditional Christian
rest day will be enforced so ruthlessly-
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The Conditions of Salvation

DISOBEDIENCE to the Holy Di-
vine Law of God brought sin
into the world-with its suffer-

ing, misery and death. "Whosoever
committeth sin transgresseth also the law:
for sin is the transgression of the law." 1
John 3:4. "For the wages of sin is death;
but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord:' Romans 6:23.
"For all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God:' Romans 3:23.
These texts make it clear that disobe-

dience to the law is sin, and that the
wages of all who sin is death. We are
told that all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God. What are the condi-
tions for salvation? That is the question
that every sinner must understand before
he is safe to save. Obedience to all
known truth-without any compromise-
is one of God's conditions for salvation.
By the mighty power of the Holy Spirit,
we must experience these conditions-
not by what we do-but by what we are
willing to allow God to do in us moment
by moment.

During the 6,000 years of the great
controversy, there have a1ways been a
few of God's faithful people who have

been willing to meet God's requirements
for salvation-not through what they
could do, but through what they kncw
God would do in thcm, if they were
willing to obey His commandments.

"The great plan of redemption, as
revealed in the closing work for these
last days, should receive close examina-
tion. The scenes cOJmected with the sanc-
tuary above should make such an im-
pression upon the minds and hearts of all
that they may be able to impress others.
All need to become more intelligent in
regard to the work of the atonement,
which is going on in t.he sanctuary above.
When this grand truth is seen and under-
stood, those who hold it will work in
harmony with Christ to prepare a people
to stand in the great day of God, and
their efforts will be successful. By study,
contemplation, and prayer God's people
will be elevated above common, earthly
thoughts and feelings, and will be brought
into harmony with Christ and His great
work of cleansing the sanctuary above
from the sins of the people. Their faith
will go with Him into the sanctuary, and
the worshipers on carth will be carefully
reviewing their lives and comparing their

characters with the great standard of right-
eousness. They will see their own de-
fects; they will also see that they must
have the aid of the Spirit of God if they
would become qualified for the great
and solemn work for this time which is
laid upon God's ambassadors." Testimo-
nies, vol. 5, 575.

The sanctuary service was to be the
plan of salvation in miniature. The daily
ministration of the priests in the holy
place, and then the annual Day of Atone-
mcnt in the Most Holy Place, was to
show the church the hideousness of sin.
Every time the sinner cut the throat of
the innocent lamb, it was intended to
remind him that his sins were respon-
sible for the future crucitixion of his
Messiah. Tragically, the Jews became so
accustomed to the sacrificial system that
they lost sight of the hideousness of sin,
and they came to believe that the lamb
itself was appeasing God for their sins.
The priest misused the system by turning
it into a business by providing lambs for
the sinners to buy for their sacrifices.
Thcy failed to teach the people that thcre
was power in Heaven by which to over-
come all hereditary and cultivated weak-
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When we are doing our work remember
there is One that is watching the spirit in

which we are doing it. Shall we not bring the
Saviour into our everyday lives, into our secular
work and domestic duties?"

nesses to sin. Consequently, they fumed
the tabemacle of God into a slaughter-
house. This was not God's plan, for the
conditions of salvation have always been
the same-overcoming all sin by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

If the death of Christ could have
justified the whole world, then He could
have died outside the gates of Eden and
saved the misery and death of billions of
people. However, the omnipotent, all-
seeing God knew it would take about
6,000 years to disprove Satan's accusa-
tions-that God was an arbitrary, unlov-
ing tyrant who had made a law that man
could not keep. Then the final generation
would reveal the ultimate display of what
God can do-and will do-when man is
willing to be made willing to obey with-
out compromise. God could then bring
an end to the great controversy. His faith-
ful, loyal, and obedient people in every
generation would then have vindicated
God and shown Ulat He is a God of love,
mercy, and justice. God would have a
planet of peace-with joyful inhabitants
who would live forever-without sin ever
arising again. See Nahum 1:9.

From the very beginning of the sin
problem, the devil has attempted to coun-
terfeit God's plan to redeem guilty sin-
ners. Unfortunately, he has been most
successful. The majority of the people
rebelled in the wilderness, and very few
entered the Promised Land. We are told
many times in the inspired Testimonies
that the same rebellion would be evident
in the last-day remnant church. Only a
very few leaders, pastors, and laity would
repent of that rebellion and be saved.
What a tragedy! See Testimonies, vol. 5,
10, 50, 75-83, 94, 160, 217, 456; Testi-
monies, vol. I, 608-609.

God gave us more than 50 volumes
of inspired Testimonies to keep us from
making the same mistakes as did the
ancient church. But very few have read
them and complied with the divine coun-
sel. Jesus said, "Many are called, but few
are chosen." Matthew 22: 14. Ellen White
wrote, "To stand in defense of truth and
righteousness when the majority forsake
us, to fight the battles of the Lord when
champions are few-this will be our test."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 136.
God's test has always been obedi-

ence to known truth-which is God's
appointed way-perfection of Christian
character. "It. is God's pleasure and will
that the blessings bestowed on man shall
be given in perfect completeness. He has
made provision that every difficulty may

be overcome, every want supplied
through ule Holy Spirit. Thus He designs
that man shall perfect a Christian charac-
ter. God would have us contemplate His
love, His promises, given so freely to
those who have no merit in themselves.
He would have us depend fully, grate-
fully, rejoicingly, in the righteousness
provided for us in Christ. To all who

come to God in His appointed way, He
freely listens." Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, vol. 7,932.

We must remember, God is daily meas-
uring us to see if we are trustworthy to
receive etemal life:

"'Here is the work going on, measur-
ing the temple and its worshipers to see
who will stand in the last day. Those
who stand fast shall have an abundant
entrance into the kingdom of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. When we are
doing our work remember there is One
that is wat.ching the spirit in which we
are doing it. Shall we not bring the
Saviour into our everyday lives, into our
secular work and domestic duties? Then
in the name of God we want to leave
behind everything that is not necessary.
all gossiping or unprofitable visiting, and
present ourselves as servants of the liv-
ing God." Seventh-day Adventist Bible
Commentary, vol. 7, 972.

The doctrine that you carulOt over-
come sin by ule power of the Holy Spirit
is Satan's greatest lie, and those who
accept this false doctrine of salvation-
which is now coming from many of our
pulpits, and is supported by some of our
church leaders-are doomed to disap-
pointment, and they will lose eternal life.

Tragically, out of the approximately ten
million Seventh-day Adventist. members on
the earth today, only a few will endure the
test of obedience to present truth.

Their ambitions for the material riches
of tills sin-cursed world have not pre-
pared them for the final test. The New
Theology-so blatantly promoted from
our pulpits, printed on our presses, and

sponsored by apostates-which says you
are saved in sin and not from sin (see
Matthew I:21)-has provided the major-
ity of the church with a false assurance
of salvation. Our tragic condition is re-
vealed in this inspired Testimony:

"But very few of those who have re-
ceived the light are doing the work entrusted
to their hands. There are a few men of

unswerving fidelity who do not srudy ease,
convenience, or life itself, who push their
way wherever they can tind an opening to
press the light oftmth and vindicate the holy
law of God. But the sins that control the
world have come into the churches, and i.nto
the hearts of those who claim to be God's
peculiar people. Many who have received
the light exert an influence to quiet the fears
of worldlings and fonnal professors. There
are lovers of the world even among those
who profess to be waiting for ule Lord.
There is ambition for riches and honor.
Christ describes this class when He declares
that ule day of God is to come as a snare
upon all umt dwell upon the earth. This
world is their home. They make it their
business to secure earthly treasures. They
erect cosuy dwellings and furnish them with
every good thing; they fmd pleasure Ul dress
and the indulgence of appetite. The things
of the world are their idols. These interpose
between the soul and Christ, and ule solemn
and awful realities that are crowding upon
us are but dimly seen and fainuy realized.
The same disobedience and failure wlllch
were seen in the Jewish church have charac-
terized in a greater degree the people who
have had this great light from Heaven in the
last messages of wanting. Shall we, like
ulem, squander our opportwlities and privi-
leges until God shall pennit oppression and
persecution to come upon us? Will the work
wlllch might be performed in peace and
comparative prosperity be left undone until
it must be performed in days of darkness,
under the pressure of trial and persecution?

"There is a terrible amount of guilt
for which the church is responsible. Why
are not those who have the light putting
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Those who accept Christ as their Saviour,
becoming partakers of His divine nature,

are enabled to follow His example, living in
obedience to every precept of the law."

#EB 2400 I, 138 pages, only $9.95!

of God's law, but because they have
great light, and have by their profession
taken their position as God's special,
chosen people, having the Jaw of God
written in their hearts. They signify their
loyalty to the God of heaven by yielding
obedience to the laws of His govem-
ment. They arc God's representatives
upon the earth. Any sin in them sepa-
rates them from God and, in a special
manner, dishonors His name by giving
the enemies of His holy law occasion to
reproach His cause and His people, whom
He has called 'a chosen generation, a
royal priesthood, an holy nation, a pecu-
liar people,' (I Peter 2:9) that they should
show forth the praises of Him that hath
called them out of darkness into His
marvelous light. ...

"The Lord reproves and corrects the
people who profess to keep His law. He
points out their sins and lays open their
iniquity because He wishes to separate
all sin and wickedness from them, that
they may perfect holiness in His fear....
God rebukes, reproves, and corrects them,
that they may be refined, sanctified, el-
evated, and finally exalted to His own
throne." Testimonies, vol. 5, 661-662.

"One act' of disobedience, unless re-
pented of, leads to another. He who justi-
fies himself in sin is led on step by step
in deception, till at length he sins with
impunity." The Upward Look, 318.

"The requirement of God to obey
and live was given to Adam. The only
way to life is found through obedience to
the commandments..' Advelll Review Gild
Sabbath Herald, March 28, 1893.

<'Christ came to the world 10 coun-
teract Satan's falsehood that God had
made a law which men could not keep.
Taking humanity upon Himself, He
came to this earth, and by a life of
obedience showed that God has not
made a law that man cannot keep. He
showed that it is possible for man per-
fectly to obey the law. Those who ac-
cept Christ as their Saviour, becoming
partakers of His divine nature, are en-
abled to follow His example, living in
obedience to every precept of the law.
Through the merits of Christ, man is to
show by his obedience that he could be
trusted in heaven, that he would not
rebel.·' The Faith I Live By, 114.

May God help us to be a part of
His faithful, obedient followers who
will stand faithful to the end, and vin-
dicate His law and His character. 0

Let us review some additional state-
ments from Inspiration on this vital sub-
ject:

"It is plainly stated that the condition
of gaining eternal life is obedience to the
commandments of God." Advel11 Review
alld Sabbath Herald, October 26, 1897.

"Obedience to the commandments of
God is the only true sign of sanctifica-
tion. Disobedience is the sign of disloy-
alty and apostasy." Ibid.

"'There is only one path to Paradise
restored-the path of obedience." The
Upward Look, 318.

"Obedicnce is the first price of ctcr-
nallife." the Ellell G. While 1888 Male-
rials, 1477.

"Warnings and reproofs are not given
to the erring among Seventh-day
Adventists because their lives are more
blameworthy than arc the lives of pro-
fessed Christians of the nominal churches,
nor because their example or their acts
are worse than those of the Adventists
who will not yield obedience to the claims

THE GIFT OF PROPHECY
by Carlyle B. Haynes

There is one book-
the Bible-that has been
truly accurate and has
stood the test of time. We
have seen many so-called
prophets who have come
and gone, but have not

stood the lest of time. To the vast
majority of our people that has been
most confusing and perplexing.

This book will not only give you
the answers to this problem but will
also share with yOll the Biblical tests
of determining a true Prophet.

forth earnest efforts to give that light to
others? They see that the end is near.
They sec multitudes daily transgressing
God's law; and they know that these
souls cannot be saved in transgrcssion.
Yet they have morc intercst in their trades,
their farms, their houses, their merchan-
dise, their dress, their tables, than in the
souls of men and women whom they
must meet face to face in the judgment.
The people who claim to obey the truth

#EB24 IaI, 287 pages, only $12.95!

TELL IT TO THE WORLD
by C. Mervyn Maxwell

are asleep. They could not be at case as
they arc if they were awake. The love of
the truth is dying out of their hearts.
Their example is not such as to convince
the world that they have truth in advance
of every other people upon the earth. At
the very lime when they should be strong
in God, having a daily, living experi-
ence, they are feeble, hesitating, relying
upon the preachers for support, when
they should be ministering to others with
mind and soul and voice and pen and
time and money. Testimonies, vol. 5, 456-
457.

This popular history
of the Great Second Ad-
vent Movement has now
been revised and uJXlated,
but it still focuses on the
people and events that led
to the devclopmcnt of the

Seventh-day Adventist Church. Like a
good storybook, once you start this
book you will have a hard time put-
ting it down!

Seeing how God has led in the
past, will renew your faith in His
plans for the future.

Please see page 3 for shipping and tax information.
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The Proper Role of Church Pastors

I N early years of the Seventh-
day AdvCl1Iist Church. Goel"s people
made no plans for there to be chufch

pastors as we know them today. As the
infant church developed. the minis-
ters traveled between the little com-
panies of believers, bringing inspira-
tion and understanding to the precious
souls. However, their major work was
thai of spreading lhe gospel to those
who knew not the truth, ciltcring into
new lowns, villages <.Ind cities and
into the countryside to find precious
souls who had heans open to the
testil1lony of God's Word.

However, as the churches began tu
multiply and the congregations began 10
increase, a desire naturally arose to have
full-time gospel workers associated with
these chuTches. The pallem in the
churchL"S of Protestantism was clearly estab-
lished. Each majorchurch congregation had
its own pastor and. if it was large enough.
several pastors. Each small church had a
pastor shared with on.; or more other
churches-but each had a pastor.

As would be expected, some of those
in tlw new Seventh-day Adventist Church
looked to pattern the work of their min-
istry after the churches from which Ihey

had recently come. SiSler While insisted
that the role of the minister-as in apos-
tolic times-was 10 move into new terri-
tories in oreler to enler into front-line
evangelism-where the message was non-
existent or par1icularly weak.

"When the ministers understand the
great blessing to be derived from labor-
ing for Ihose who know not the truth,
they will leave the churches, after im-
pn.:ssing upon them the importancc of
devising plans unci methods whereby they
Can do within their borders the Same
kind of work that the ministers of the
gospel are cloing in the regiuns beyond'"
Medical Minislry, 318.

"The influence of truth is too much
restricted. Let men who know the truth
be urged to communicate truth 10 those
who arc in darkncss. Many are satis-
fied with a view of truth, but they have
not yet stepped into their place to com-
municate lhal which they have received.
God has lei mcn feci the power of
truth. but they ,Ire not all doing their
appointed work in seeking to Save that
which was 10sI. Everyone is to have
the armor on. prepared to will others to
obedience to tlw law of God. I Sce so
much given to those who already have;
these wonderful meetings 1'01' those who
wish to get more strength (Irc depriving
the world of the vay work that should
be done. Our ministers should now bc
working for Ihe s<.lving of Ihe lost. The
weeks spent in gathcrings to fit mcn
for work might bCHer, far better, be
spent in going to the highways and
hedges with the proclamation,
for all Lhings arc now ready.' Luke
14: 17. n Testimonies 10 Minislers, 231.
"Let everyone who loves God con-

sider that now while it is day is the
time to work, not among the sheep
already in the fold, but to go out in
semch of the lost and perishing Olles.
Thesc need to have special help to
bring thcm back to the fold. Now is the
time for the careless to arouse from
their slumber. Now is the time to en-
treat that souls shall not only hear the
Word of God, but without delay secure
oil in their vessels with their
Ibid., 233-23-1.

To faithfully do this work was not
always going to be CiISY, but it was
Ihe work that God had called minis-
ters 10 do.

"Every truc follower or Christ has a
work to do. God has given to every
Illan his work. A few are now pointing
to the roll of fast-fulfilling prophecy

=======1Colin D. Standish 1======================
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T he major function of the pastor was that of
proclaiming the Word of God to those not

of our faith.

and proclaiming, Gct ready, show your
obedience to God by keeping His com-
mandments. This is no time for the
messengers of God to stop to prop up
Ihose who know the truth, and who
have every advantage. Let them go on
to lift the standard and give the warn-
ing, 'Behold, the bridegroom cometh;
go ye out to meet him.' Mauhew 25:6.
Many who hear the message-by far
the greatest number-will not credit
the solemn warning. Many will be found

disloyal to the commandments of God,
which are a test of character. The Lord's
servants will be called enthusiasts [fa-
naticsj. Ministers will warn the people
not to listen to them. Noah received
the same treatment while the Spirit of
God was urging him to give the mes-
sage. whether men would hear or
whether they would forbear." Ibid.,
232-233.

Yet those who go out in the power of
the Lord will be greatly blessed as an-
gels link their efforts with that of the
human agent:

"Angels are waiting to bless the con-
secrated workers. The parable of the lost
sheep should be a lesson to every soul
who has been rescued from the snare of
Satan. We arc not to hover over the
ninety and nine. but 10 go fonh to save
the lost, hunting them up in the wilder-
ness of the large cities and towns. tn this
work the laborers will be led to feel their
weal...lless, and they will flee to the strong-
hold. The divine presence will be with
them to give strength and courage and
faith and hope. The true-hearted workers
will be laborers together with God." Ibid.,
232.

Clearly, in lhe experience of Sister
White tJlcre were those pastors who much
preferred to minister to the church mem-
bers than to labor in new fields. There-
fore the servant of the Lord encouraged
the mcmbers of the church to take the
initiative in helping the pastors to do the
work that God had entrusted to them.
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The Lord sees the appointment of
church pastors as being enfeebling
rather than enabling for the church
members:

"To those who obey the light they
have, illumination will come from on
high; for the heavenly messengers are
waiting 10 cooperate with men in warn-
ing a deceived, sinful world. When the
people of God engage in this work with
real travail of soul there will be manifest
a decided change in citks and villages.

This hovering about churches 10 keep
thcm propped up makes them more de-
pendent on human effort. They learn to
lean on the experience of their fellow
men and do not make God their depen-
dencc and their efficiency. It is time that
cities and villages everywhere were hear-
ing the solemn note of waming, 'Behold.
he cometh with clouds; and every eye
shall see him.' Revelation I:7." Ibid.,
231-232.

On the positive side, Sister White
saw that when the ministers were doing
the work for which they werc ordained-
seeking souls in the world at large-the
laity would become greatly empowered
by the work and the responsibilities they
would then carry:

"If the ministers would get out of the
way, if they would go forth into new
fields, the members would be obliged to
bear responsibilities, and their capabili-
ties would increase by use," Evangelism,
382.

Wisely. the early Seventh-day
Adventist Church chose to develop dis-
trict pastors. Thesc were not district pas-
tors in the same sense as we understand
them today-pastors in charge of two or
more churches-but rather, pastors who
were each appointed to an area in which
to conduct evangelistic meetings or to do
other forms of soul-winning endeavors.
It became common for the Conference to
divide their territories into districts and
to appoint a pastor to proclaim the Word
in each district.

My brother, Russell. and I had the
privikge or growing up to the age of
fourteen and onc-half while Ihis systcm
was still cmployed in the work of God in
Australia. This system clearly changed
earlier in the Unitcd States than in Aus-
tralia. We were also privileged to have
for our father the "young" elder of the
Hamilton Church in the city of Newcastle,
Australia. As lads, this pcrmilted us to
gain an understanding of the function of
the pastor and of the officers of the
church in such an organizational paucrn.

A pastor would be appointed to a
district. If it were in a city, it would be a
city district. Our city of cwcastk al
lhat time had a population of about one-
quarter million people. and so it was
considered one district. tn the more rural
areas the pastor would be appointed to a
district which might cont3in three or four
sizable towns. The major funclion of the
pastor was that of proclaiming the Word
of God to those not of our faith. The
pastor would locate within the district. If
assigned to a rural district, he would
conduct a crusade lasting five to six
months in onc town, usually holding meet-
ings two nights a week and spending the
rest of the time in visitation, presentation
of Bible studies and other soul-winning
activities. He would then likely hold a
crusade in a different town in his rural
district each succeeding year until he
was transferred to another district.

An evangelist appointed to a city
district might also hold a crusade of five
or six months each year, but in varying
suburbs instead of towns. After three or
four years the pastor was usually tl'dnS-
ferred to anal her district. It was usual for
the pastor and his family to become
members of one of the churches within
the district. The first part of the year was
given over to organizing thc church or
churches within the area to provide sup-
pon for the crusade and the various func-
tions necessary. The church members al-
ways received great encouragement
through their involvement in the crusade,
by their presence at each meeting, by
their financial support. and by doing the
various tasks so often associated with
crusades-folding leatlets. distributing
them house to house, and so forth. SOl11e
were chosen to help with such tasks as
ushering, presenting music, and singing
in Ihe choir-which were so much a
feature of those evangelistic efforts.

Because of this corrcct implementa-
tion of the pastoral role, we had the
privilege of altcnding crusades every year



The pastor kept himself busy in soul-
winning endeavors and in Bible studies, and

therefore did not spend time in any activity that
the laity of the church could wholly and more
effectively handle themselves.

during our youth. Our parents were the
kind of parent$ who took their boys with
tJlt:m to attend, not only the first meeting
or two, but nlso nearly all of the other
meetings in the c:rusade. What a great
privilege it was for us to hear every year
the great truths of the Seventh-day
Adventist faith couched within the pro-
phetic utterances of Scripture! We have
no question that this marvelous privilege
has been a wonderful bastion of truth in
our own understanding of God's Word
and in the destiny of the whole Seventh-
day Adventist movement.

It is important to recognize that the
Conferences did not always havc suffi-
cient funds for all the pastors in the
various districts to run crusades, but that
did not alter the basic function of the
minister. Each minister was required to
put soul winning first, and, if the confer-
ence did not have the budgct to rUIl a
public evangelistic campaign, the minis-
ter would be responsible for personal
evangelistic work. He often did door-to-
door work-sometimes using the litera-
ture ministry as an approach to find souls
interested in the third angel's message.
Whether by public evangelism or by per-
sonal evangelism the pastor's primary
role was like that of the apostles of the
New Testamcnt-bringing lhe gospel of
JeSuS Christ to those who at [hat time
knew it not.

Let us examine what look place in
thc local churches in that era. We can
speak from the experience that we had as
youth in the Hamilton Church in
Ncwcast'lc. The pastor appointed to our
district would preach once a month in
our church. That is nol to say Ihflt he
would not preach in other churches dur-
ing Ihat month, and normally he did.
However, it was most for
the pastor to attend a business or a board
meeting, and certainly he took no part in
a nominating committee. This was true
even if he and his family became mem-
bers of our church. The pastor kept him-
self busy in soul-wilUling endeavors and
in Bible studies, and therefore did not
spcnd time in any activity that the laity
of the church could wholly and more
effectively handle Ihemselves. This prac-
tice was in harmony with Sister White's
counsel.

However, currently not a few minis-
ters arc neglecting the very work that
they have been appointed to do. Why are
those who arc scI apart for the work of
the ministry placed on committees and
boards? Why arc they called upon to

attend so many business meetings-many
times at great distances from their field
of labor? Why arc nol the business mat-
terS placed in the hands of businessmen?
The ministers have not been set apart to
clo this work. The finances of the cause
are to be propcrly managed by men of
ability, but ministers arc set '-lpart for
another line of work.

Today the ministers are doing the
work of thc elders and of the deacons.
The elders were assigned to be the
spiritual guardians of local churches.
They were to be men who were apt to
teach, who were to know the precious
truth of God and who would be able to
stabilize the congregation and other-
wise be a blessing to the members.
However, today the elders are occupy-
ing little more than ceremonial posi-

tions of honor while the deacons arc
little more than offering gatherers-
roles that do not require sacred ordina-
tion.

Let us look at the Biblical role of a
deacon. When a dispute arose in the
church in Jerusalem it was only natural
thaI the disadvant.aged people sought help
from the apostles. Yct the apostles knew
that they were not ordained for that role.
NOte their wise counsel:

"Then the twelve called the multitude
of the disciples unto them, and said, It is
not reason that we should leave the word
of God, and scrve tables. Wherefore,
brethren, look yc out among you seven
men of honest report, full of the Holy
Ghost and wisdom, whom we may ap-
point over this business. But we will give
ourselves continually to prayer, and to
the ministry of the word." Acts 6:2-4.

It will be noted that deacons were to
be godly men who were empowered by
the Holy Spirit. They were also to be
men of wisdom. This was necessary be-
causc they were responsible for caring
for the poor, discriminating betwcen those
who were tndy needy and those who
were simply lazy. They also had to have

wisdom because they were to seck to
solve the disputes that werc in the church.
What a difrL:n;ncc from the way we
choose deacons today!

Paul admonished Titus: "and ordain
ciders in every city, as I had appointed
thee." Titus 1:5.

These elders had oversight of the
local churches and were the spiritual
leaders in those communities. Note
Peter's exhortation concerning elders:

"The elders which arc among you I
exhort, who am also an elder, and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, and
also a partaker of the glory that shall be
revealed: feed the flock of God which is
among you. trlking the oversight thereof,
not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy luerc, but of a ready mind; neither
as being lords over Gael's heritage, but

being ensamples to the tloek.·' I Peter
5: 1-3.

Also note Paul's counsel (keeping in
mind that "bishop" was just' another nalllc
for clcler): '"This is a true saying, If a
man desire the office of a bishop, he
dcsireth a good work. A bishop then
must be hlameless, the husband of one
wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour,
given to hospitality, apt to teach; not'
given to wine, no striker, not gree.dy of
filthy lucre; hut patient, nOt a brawler,
not covetous; one Ihat rulcth well his
own house, having his children in sub-
jection with all gravity; (for if a man
know not how to rule his own housc,
how shall he take care of the church of
God?) not a novice, lest being lifted up
with pride he fall into the condemnation
of the devil. Moreover he must have a
good report of thcm which arc without;
lest he fall into reproach and the snare of
the devil." I Timothy 3:1-7.

How sad it is today that the pastors
have become basically the baby-sillcrs
of the church! YCI Gael has called them
to be great soul winners, to move into
new areas where the truth is not known
or where there is little reprt:sentatiotl of
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I f any member appeared lax or backslidden inhis or her Christian experience, the elders
would share the responsibility of seeking to
restore such a member.

the truth, to there establish a church, and
to strengthen it until it can survive well
without the pastor when he moves to a
new field of labor after appointing godly
leaders in charge of the church.

Notice the statements of the servant
of the Lord conceming the prohibition of
ministers doing many things they arc
nOw expected to do:

"'Ministers arc not to be called hither
and thither to mtcnd board mcetings for
the purpose of dcciding common busi-
ncss qucstions. Many of om ministers
havc done this work in the past. but it is
not lhc work in which thc Lord wishes
them to engagc. Too Illany financial bur-
dens have becn placed on thcm. When
they try to carry these burdens, they
neglect to fulfill the gospel commission.
God looks upon this as a dishonor to His
namc..

"The world is to be warned. Minis-
tcrs should work eamcstly nnd devot-
cdly, opening ncw fields and t::ngaging in
personal labor for souls, instead of hov-
ering ovcr the churches that already have

great light and many advantages." Testi-
mOllies, vol. 7,255.

Furthermore, in God's plan for lay
ministry then.: arc no hcad l.:l<krs, head
deacons or head deaconesses. Thjs was
certainly true in the church in which I
grew up. Elders, deacons and deacon-
csses were choscn. but there was no
discrimjnation of rank. Each cider took
his turn in leadership. They were follow-
ing the 3dmonition of "All ye art::
brcthren"· Matlhew 23:8.

Thus no onc had kingly rule in the
church, find thc teams worked together
with a high iL:vel of harmony. When I
was nine-years-old my family movcd to
live with my grandfather after the death
of my grandmother. As the house had
only two bedrooms, I slept in what had
formerly been the dining room-imme-
diately adjacent to the kitchen. Here I
could easily overhcar lhe conversations
between my father and mother concefll-
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ing activities of the church. Onen when
my falher came home after business or
board meetings my mother naturally
askcd. "Was anything impoJ1ant decided
tonightT' It becamc very obvious to me
from thc dialogues of my parents that
there was a great deal of unity and tran-
quillity within the church. Then.) seemed
to be few times when any major issues
arost:: to cause division among thosl) who
were on the board. Our church had a
hannony which many churches would
covet today.

The lay leadership of the church
held the responsibility for almost every
aspect of what took pI<:lce. Commonly.
the elders, deacons and dcacont::sscs. in
a very informal way, met after the di-
vinc scrvice in order to dialogue con-
cerning any mcmbers who had missed
the church scrvice. Oftcn someone
would ask thl) question, "Did anyonc
see Brothcr or Sister X here today?" If
none had secn that pason, the church
le;:lders would decide who would go to
visit the family that afternoon. We well

rcmcmber a number of timcs bicycling
with our parents to bring spiritual
strength to shut·ins and to encourage
them during their

Hospital visits were organized in
much the smne way. lndeed. it was nor-
mal to appoint a deacon, deaconess or
elder to be at the hospital every evening
that lhe sick one was in the hospital.
Thus thc laity was given and
tht:: responsibility of spiritually blessing
the members of thc church. If any mcm-
ber <:lppcarcd lax or backslidden in his or
her Christian uxperience, Ihe elders would
share the responsibility of st::cking to
restore such a member.

In this way the lay leadership waS
responsible for the physical and spiritual
necds of the members of the church.
They handled the usual domcstic prob-
lems that arose and also the challenges
that families had because of poverty or
other adversity. The district pastors had

little or no responsibility in these areas.
for tJlcir primary focus was that of minis-
tering to those not of our faith.

There is no question that the laity Call
do a bctter job in ministering to the local
church needs than can the pastor. The
laity kncw at that time that they had to
bc strong and knowledgeable and apt to
teach, for often the ciders and, some-
times the deacons, would preach in the
divint:: service hour.

When thc lime approached for the
quaJ1erly communion service..:, the ciders.
deacons and frequently met
togetht:r and formed thcmselves into
teams of thrcc. Each team of an cldcr,
deacon and dcaeoness would visit shut-
ins and administer the communion to
thcm. Thus the tOl<ll function of the local
church was where God wanted it to be-
in the hands of the laity. Not until the
end of the 1940s was the first church
pastor, per appointed to our church.

When sevcral years ago I spoke
with Pastor O. K. Anderson. who at the
time was eighty-six yeurs of age, con-
cerning the changt:: that look place, his
answt::r was simple. "'The ministers felt
it was too hard to be const<lntly evan-
gelizing. They felt it would be easier
to pastor local churches." Other::. have
scnsed thut a desire for our to
operate according to the failed pattern
of the fallen of the world
contributed to the tragic changc in lo-
cal church government. Seldom. how-
ever, does anyone factor bring about a
major change.

In any <.:ase. a change did occur. Af-
ter the appoil1lmel1t of our lirst church
p<.lstor at the Hamilton Church, we, as
youth. noticed that our father retumed
homc from bourd and business meetings
somcwhat confused. He did not know
how to handle one who in rcality imme-
diately became a "king" in the church.
The pastor assumed a rolt:: that indicated
thai he was above the rest of the mem-
bers of the bO<lfd. Our father did not
always agree with the recolllmendations
or the stands taken by the pastor. but he
wanted to show respect and loyalty, thus
he was not sure how he could disagree
respectfully with the pastor. It' was in-
deed a diftlcult time for our falher-and
110 doubt for olher lay leaders in the
church as well. Now the pastor had lhe
leadership of the church. No longer were
those who exercised Icadership in the
church equal brethren.

Today we have seen greater changes
because of this alteration of govemmel1l



Finally, by ministers filling roles for which
they were not ordained or called, they some-

times go through a whole year without bringing
one soul to the Lord.

at the local church level. It has led to our
pastors fulfilling most of the roles of the
elders and deacons while filling only a
few of the roles for which they were
ordained. It is common now for laity to
say, "Pastor, Mrs. Smith is sick in the
hospital. Please, will you visit her?" or
"'Mr. Jones has been missing from our
congregation for some time now. Would
you mind visiting him?" This alteration
has encouraged ineffectiveness and lazi-
ness in the laity and has imperiled their
spiritual destiny. Pastors frequently say
things like, "My phone begins to ring at
six in the morning and does not seem to
stop until twelve at night." The pastors
have become the "baby-sitters" of the
church, and all the burdens seem to be
placed upon them. No single man can
handle such a responsibility, and in most
cases the pastor has little opportunity to
get to the real work for which he was
ordained. Today we develop a few pro-
fessional evangelists and ask them to do
the impossible-to fulfill the roll in evan-
gelistic work that should be done by
each pastor.

The work is in great peril as a result
of this change in the role of the pastor.
No longer are we strongly seeking to
move into areas of the world and of the
individual countries where there is little
or no Seventh-day Adventist witness.
When the pastors are tied to the churches
they cannot move into the regions be-
yond, and therefore we are paralyzing
the onward advl:lnce of God's work.

Because the pastor has a status above
everyonc else in the church, there is
always the danger of deferring 10 him-
whether or not he is faithful to the Sev-
enth-day Adventist message and to the
principles of righteousness. More and
more the pastor becomes a controversial
individual within the church. Some are
ready to follow him implicitly-irrespec-
tive of what he believes or where he
leads-while others become burdened
whcn hc is unfaithful to his high and
holy calling and to God's message. This
has caused laity to fragment and become
contentious onc with another over the
issucs. Those who adopt the policy of
supporting the pastor irrespective of his
faithfulness or unfaithfulness are consid-
ered to be loyal and faithful members,
whi Ie those who calUlOt support the ac-
tions of the pastor leading God's church
astray are considered to be the "troublers
of Israel." These two segments of the
church then become hostile one to the
other.

Often the influence of the pastor
has been destroyed as he has taken
over the business meetings, the board
meetings and the nominating commit-
tee meetings. Too frequently thcse pas-
tors are accused of manipulating the
nominating committee so that those who
support him are choscn for the most
intluential roles within the church. Of-

ten the decision-making pastors have
exercised so great an influence that the
laity have been disaffected. An issue as
simple as the building of a new fellow-
ship hall for the church has caused
great consequences. The following ex-
ample is typical:

The church members generally agreed
to build a fellowship hall. However, they
differed in opinion as to the size of the hall
needed. Some wanted a larger hall, thinking
that the church should look to the future and
not just build for i1,e present needs. Anoiller
signiticant group believed that the church
should not incur debt by going beyond the
means which were currently available. TIley
suggested that a hall be built that could later
be expanded as the need arose, but which
would suit their current needs, The pastor
unwisely threw his not inconsiderable influ-
ence on the side of those wanting the larger
hall. During the following week, comments
could be heard among the dissenting mem-
bers. These included: "It is fine for the
pastor to say t.hat we need to have a bigger
hall. He will nOt be around when we hl:lve to
tind the money to payoff i1,e debt," or, ''If
these people want a hall that size tJ1CY can
pay for it. Not a cent of my money is going
into it." Thus the church became divided,
and tJle pastor's influence was greatly
minished among a significant segment of
the church.

Generally speaking, the strong influ-
ence of the pastor permits Satan a further
opportunity to exercise his own intlu-
encc. It is much easier to control onc
man's mind than many men's minds. The
pastor is not superhuman. He is like the
rest of humanity-fallible before the pres-

sures of Satan. God's method is decen-
tralization, but the present form of church
govcrnment has aided and abetted the
designs of Satan.

The result has been lhat the laity
have become inert and passive, and
therefore impotent, and that is precari-
ous for their eternal destiny. The dea-
cons do little morc than take up the

offering, occasionally doing a little busy
work around the church, and assisting
with an ordinance or a baptism. The
ministry for which they were called
and ordained is rarely fulfilled. The
same is true of the elders. The respon-
sibility of eldership in many churches
has become not much more than an-
nouncing a hymn, reading announce-
ments, offering corporate prayer, but in
no wise giving the spiritual leadership
for which they were ordained.

Finally, by ministers filling roles for
which they were not ordained or called,
they sometimes go through a whole year
without bringing one soul to thc Lord.
As a result, respcct for these ministers
generally drops dramatically, und the
church becomes fragmented.

The present organizational situation
is perfectly designed to put control in
the hands of a few people, thus frus-
trating the gospel commission. The
spread of the end-time gospel is greatly
hampered, and the laity remain content
in their inertia. The likelihood of Satan
gaining control in such a centralized
organizational structure is very great
indeed. The answer is simple. Let' us,
from the local church to the General
Conference, return to a truly represen-
tative form of government where the
talents and initiatives of each dedi-
cated individual can be at the service
of the Holy Spirit to fulfill the com-
mission of the Lord. 0
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Are You Ready
for Jesus to Come?

THE story is told of a pastor who
preached a sermon on the second
coming of Chris!. He disclissed

some of the signs of Jesus' coming. Then
he declared, "Jesus' coming is very near!"
The congregation chorused, "Amen!"
Then the pastor asserted, "We need to be
getting our characters ready to meet
Him!" Then the congregation fell silent!

SOI11C may have been silent because
rhey felt inadequate, while others may
have been n..:!uctnnl to meet the chal-

Icngc. We like the idea of Jesus taking us
to heaven to escape this world. but when
asked about it, we question OUf readiness
for it. How arc we to know if we are
ready for Jesus' appearing?

"Who has the heart? With whom are
our thoughts'! Of whom do we love to
converse? Who has our warmest affec-
tions and our best energies? If we are
Christ '5, our thoughts arc with Him, and
our sweetest thoughts are of Him, All we
have and arc is consecrated to Him. We

long to bcnr His image. breathe His spirit.
do His will, and please Him in allihings,"
Sleps 10 Chrisl, 58.

"You shall love the LoRa your God
with all your heart. with all your soul,
and with all your mind.... You shall
love your neighbor as yourself." Mat-
thew 22:37-39, NKJY.

If you do not fit this description, you
need to diligently study the Bible and get
down on your knees in prayer and dis-
covcr what it means to be a Christian.
But do not be discouraged. because Jesus
wants you in heaven, and Hc is doing all
He can to prepare you for it. He just
needs your cooperation. Claim Jesus'
power in faith!

Some people ask me, "00 you feel
you are ready for Jesus to comeT' To tell
you the truth. I choose not to be anxious
about it, but Tam careful to maintain my
relationship with Jesus. r strive to grow.
and then I rest by faith in Jesus. See
Sleps 10 Chrisl, 68-71.

Jesus wants us 10 reach Ollt, to do a
work for Him in seeking to warn and
redeem the lost. Let us maintain a trust-
ing. obedient relationship with Jesus,
striving to grow; to reach out to others in
whatever way Jesus leads us, and then
resting in Him. God has promised, "I am
the LORa that doth sanetify you." Exodus
31: 13. And the apostle Paul says, "[
know whom [ have believed, and am
persuaded that he is able to keep that
which 1 have comm.itted unto him against
that day." 2 Timothy I: 12. This is right-
eousness by faith.

Do you seekafter Jesus with your whole
heart? Arc you conlenl wilh your eanhly
home. or do you desire your heavenly
home? Why do you want your heavenly
home? 111 carefully examining our answers.
many of us might find that heaven does not
seem real to us. Our earthly homes are
comfortable, and we arc quite content here.
We are not seeking tl,e Lord with our whole
hearl, nor arc we eagerly awaiting His
coming. A desire to avoid bills, be cured of
an illness. e5C<1pe hardships orother worldly
cares will not enable us to attain heaven.
Only a first-love relationship with Christ,
seeking after Him wilh the whole heart, will
bring lhe tiery chariot that will carry us
home.

"111Ose who think of the result of hasten-
Lng or hindering the gospel think of it in
relation to themselves ,md to lhe world. Few
think of its relation to God. Few give
though! to tlle suffering that sin has caused
our Creator. All heaven suffered in Christ's
agony; but that suffering did not begin or
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When Jesus pours out the latter rain, His
people's missionary efforts will be

imbued with power never seen before!

end with His manitcstation in humanity. Thc
cross is a rcvclation (Q our dull scnses of the
pain that, from its very inception, sin has
brought to the hean ofGod. Every depanure
from the right, evcry deed of cmelty,
failure of humanity to rcach His idcal,
brings grief to Him. When there came upon
Israclthecalamitics thai wcrc the sure result
of separation from God-subjugation by
their enemies, cnJc!ly, and death-it is said
thai "His soul was grieved for the misery of
Israel.' Judges 10: 16. 'In all their affliction
he was afflicted ... and he bare !hem, and
carried lhem all the days ofold.' Isaiah 63:9.

"His Spirit 'maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be uttered.. As
'thc whole creal ion groaneth and travailcth
in pain togcther' (Romans 8:26, 22), the
hem1 of the infinite Father is pained in
sympathy. Our world is a vast lazar house I ,
a scenc of misery that we dare not allow
evcn our thoughts to dwcll upon. Did we
realize it as it is, the burdcn would be too
lerrible. Yel God feels it all. In order to
desLroy sin and its results He gave His best
Beloved, and He hJS put it in our power,
through co-operation with Him, to bring this
scene of m.isery to an end." Educatio/l, 263-
264.

Etemity is found in our devotion to our
Heavenly Father. The happiness of ctemity
is created by the Christlikeness of the
people. Hcaven must be found in our hearts
today before we call know the happiness of
heaven tomorrow when Jesus comes again.

"'It is the darkness of misapprehen-
sion of God 111at is enshrouding the world.
Men arc losing their knowledge of His
chamcter. It has been misunderstood and
misinterpreled. At Ihis lime a message
from God is to be proclaimed. a message
illuminating in its innuence and saving
in its power. His character is to be made
known. Into the darkness of the world is
to be shed the light of His glory, the light
of His goodness, mc,rcy, and truth."
Chris! S Object Lessons, 415.

Jesus will have a people perfectly
reflecting His characler bcfore He pours
Oul the laller rain. This people will be-
lieve that it is better to die Ihan to sin,
because they love Jesus so much they do
not want to let Him down. This is the
type of people that will be able to live
through Ihe time of trouble. As Jesus and
His Father God were One, so His people
and Jesus will be one. Their ears will be
tuned only to the promptings of the Holy
Spirit. They will be emptied of self, and
Jive only to give glory to Jesus.

Do you doubt your ability to meet
this standard? Have fnith in Jcsus and in

His mighty powcr to change your heart
and life. Submil yourself to Him, and He
can work His character in you by teach-
ing you in the little things now.

When Jesus pours oul [he latter rain,
His peoplc's missionary efforts will be
imbued with power seen beforc!
And Ihe world will react to such mis-
sionary cfforts ;lI1d power! Although
there wiJl be many conversions, the
world's anger will also be stirred up,

resulting in persecution such as has
never been seen At first we
will be shocked by ii, regretting that
we had stirred up such a reaction. How-
ever, as lhc Holy Spirit struggles with
us, and we havc our "night in
Gcthscm::lnc," we will risc up again to do
God's work. This time of persecution
will consume from us any remaining
earthliness. See Tlte Grem COll/roversy,
621; Prophels and Kings, 589; The
ACls oj Ihe Aposlles, 524. God will be
the Ccnter of all our dl:sircs. Salan will
hit us in our weakest points. By thus
being cKcT<:ised, our weakest poinls will
become our strongest points. When we
arc ridiculed and physically abused,
we will pray for Ihe conversion of our
tormentors and will return good for
evil whcnever possible. Jesus is pre-
paring us for this eKperience by teach-
ing uS in the little things that happen to
us now.

After thc nalional Sunday law is en-
aCled some hide in Ihe caves in the
mOllntains, while others spend Iheir time
in dungeons and prisons; but heavenly
angels keep them company. Since the
death decree is soon to be enforced, a
raging l110b begins to gather around each
wailing company, eager to do away with
those who are supposedly the cause of
all their Iroubles. Even before the death
knell tolls, the mob surges forward, but
each praying company is surrounded by
a rainbow of promise. The mob fnlls
back! Every face, both of the wicked and
the saints, turns pale at the sight of the

glory of God. A voice thunders from
heaven announcing the day and hour of
Jcsus' coming. It is at this limc that the
saints arc delivered from those who seck
their ruin c.llld death. Sec Daniel 12: I.

Soon we look up and sec a small
dark cloud in the cast. Looking ;.It one
another, we ask. "Is Ihal Is that
He for whom we have wilited?" A,::>
timc passes, we observe the cloud. and
nOlice that it is gf<H.lually growing

closer, and larger! Around the edges a
hright light is beginning 10 glow. Hope
begins to blossom within us! Thcn the
cloud above bursts forth with the radi-
ance or a hundred suns! We behold
millions or angels and Jcsus on His
throne! A cry ascends, "'Who can live
in the awful presence of God'?" The
sHints see Jesus smile at Ihel11. "My
grace is sufficient for thcc" (2 Corin-
thians 12:9), He assures thcm. A cheer
of victory asccnds! When lhe wicked
sec tlwy call for Ihe rocks to fall
upon thcm.

Millions of angels descend to the
earth. You sec one flying right toward
you. smiling happily. He introduccs him-
self, "Hello, my name is --. I have
long wailed for Ihis moment!" He takes
you by the hand, and together you as-
cenci up into the presence of Jesus, to
Slay with Him fon.:ver.

"The controversy is ended. Sin
and sinners arc no more. The entire uni-
versc is clean. One pulse of harmony and
gladness beats through the vast creation.
From Him who cremed all, flow life and
light and gladness, throughout the rcn!ms
of illimitable spacc. From the minutest
alom 10 the greatcst world, all things,
animate alld inanimate, in thcir
lInshadowcd beauty and perl'cct joy, de-
clare that God is love:' The Creal COI1-
ll"O\'ersy, 678. 0

I The of leper:o. amI peslclell1ial
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What Position Did (or Does) the
Seventh-day Adventist Church

Take Concerning the

Uuman Nature
of Christ?

U NTIL recent ye<lrs the Seventh-
day AdvClllist Church consis-
tently taught that Christ took OUf

fallen human nature, and that we must be
partakers of His divine nature if we arc
to be Sllved.

However, today there are those within
Adventism who argue that when Jesus
came to this earth as a babe, He took the
unfallcn human nature which Adam had
before he sinned.

But did He?
And has the church chclt1gcd its posi-

tion on this matter?
When God crc<lted Ad<lm He en-

dowed him with conditional immortality.
As long as he remained obedient, and
therefore sinless, he was not subject to
death. Death entered the hUJni:l1l family
when Adam sinned-not before.

Since Christ's divine nature was never
subject to death, had He taken Adam'5
prefall. sinless, human nature, neither of
His IwO natures would have been subject
to dC<lth.

Thc whole purpose of Christ's com-
ing to this earth would have been ne-
gated if neither of His two natures had
been subject to death. Our entire hope of
reconciliation with God rests upon the
life, death and resurrection of Christ as
olle of us.

The Bible gives no account of chil-
dren having been born 10 Adam before
the Fall. Therefore, there was no sinless

line of descent through which Christ could
have entered humanity.

We know that Jesus was conceived of
the Holy Ghost (see Luke I :35 and M<lt-
thew 1:18) and W<lS indeed the Son of
God. But who, eX<lctly W<lS Mary, His
mother? It was through her that Jesus
entered humanity.

G<llati<lns 4:4-"'But when the fulness
of the time was come, God sent forth his
Son, made of a woman, made under the
l<lw. "

Rom<lns 8:3-"'For whm the law could
not do, in that it was weak through the
flesh, God sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful tlcsh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh."

Those who accept 2 John 7-"'For
many deceivers are entered into the
world, who confess not that Jesus
Christ is come in the flesh. This is a
deceiver and an antichrist"-and at
the Same time reject Hebrews 2: 17-
'''Wherefore in all things it behooved
him to be made like unto his breth-
ren"-ITIust find a way to separate
Christ's flesh and blood hum<lnity-
which He inherited through Mary,
His mother-from His human no/ure
which He also inherited through her.
(All emphasis supplied unless other-
wise noted.)

The Bible has some things to say
aboul the human flesh and the human
nature of Christ:

Romans I :3-"'Concerning his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord, which was made
of tl,e seed of David according 10 Ihe
flesh."

Hebrews 2: 16-"For verily he took
not on him the nature of angels; but he
took on him the seed ofAbraham."

Question-Were both Abmham <lnd
David flesh and blood human beings?
And did they both h<lvC <l f<lllen hun","
nature?
Answcr-Yes. No one disputes that.
Question-Then if M<lry, the mother

of Jesus, came through the lineage of
Abraham and David (and she did-see
M<ltthew I: I <lnd Matthew I: 17-18), W<lS
she of the seed of Abraham and David?
Answer-She was.
Question-So was she a flesh and

blood human being with the same fallen
nature as they had?
Answer-Of course. But some DO

dispute this.
Unless we arc prepared to accept the

impossibility that M<lry byp<lssed the
fallen human nature of her ancestors and
miraculously "inherited" Ad<lm's prefall,
sinless human nature, then we must ac-
cept that Christ, through the laws of
heredity. was born with the same fallen
human nature that Abraham and David
had-as was His mother.

When leading Seventh-day Advent-
ists openly state in writing, as some have,
that the church has never taken a posi-
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On His human side, Christ inherited just
what every child of Adam inherited-a

sinful nature.

The Spirit of Prophecy Speaks

"The Jewi h nation had been preserved as a witness that Christ was to
be born of the seed of Abraham and of David's line." The Desire ofAges,
44.

"In taking upon Himself man's nature in its fallen condition, Christ
did not in the least participate in its sin." Selecred Messages, book 1,256.
"It would have been an almost infinite humiliation for the Son of God

to take man's nature, even when Adam stood in his innocence in Eden.
But Jesus accepted humanity when the race had been weakened by four
thousand years of sin." The Desire ofAges, 49.

tion on the human nature of Christ. one
has to question either their education or
their integrity.

After the 1844 disappointment therc
w..::re many people who still believed in
the second coming of Christ. Various
groups rcfell"CClto themsclves as Adventists,
but their doctrine differed from that of
the Seventh-day Advcntists.

Thercfore. in t872 the brethren in
Baule Creck printed up a list of "'Fun-
damental Principles" indicating where
Seventh-day Adventist doctrine differed
from that of the other groups of Ad-
veillists. The second itcm in this list is
as follows:

"That there is one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of the Elemal Father, that One
by whom God created all things. and by
whom they do that He took on
Him Ihe NATURE of Ihe SEED of
Abrnham for the redemption of our fallcn
race; thai He dwdt among men, full of
grace and truth, lived our Example, died
our Sacrifice, and was f<.lised for our
just ificat ion."

This statement tells liS that as of
1872 Seventh-day Adventists believed
that Jesus took on Him the NATURE oftl'" SEED of Abraham-not the prefall
nature of Adam.
Then in Ihe 1923 edition of Bible

Readings/or fhe /-lome Circle, printed at
the Review and Herald Publishing Asso-
ciation in W(lshington, D.C., 174, is a
notc to question #6 in the study, "A
Sinless Life," stating what the church
was tcaching af l!tar lime concerning the
hUnl(ln naturc of Christ.

Thai note is as follows:
"In His humanity Christ partook of

our sinful, fallen natures. If nol. then He
was not 'made like unto His brethren'
(see Hcbrews 2: 17), was not 'in all points
tempted like as we are' (see Hebrews
4: 15). 'did not overcomc as we have to
overcome: and is not. therefore. the com-
plete and perfect Saviour man needs and
must have 10 be SilVed. The idea that
Christ was bom of an immaculate or
sinless mother, inherited no tendencies
to sin. and for Ihis reason did not sin,
rcmoves Him from the re,llm of a fallen
world. and from the very place where
help is needed. On His human side. Christ
inherited just what every child of Adam
inherited-a sinful nature. On the divine
side, from His very conception He was
begotten and born of the Spirit. And all
this was done to place mankind on van-
tage ground. and to dcmonstrate that in
Ihe same way everyone who is 'bom of

the Spirit' may gain like victories over
sin in his own Ilcsh. Thus each one is to
overcome as Christ overcame. See Rev-
elation 3:21, Without this birth there can
be no victory over temptation and no
snlvation from sin. See John 3:3-7."

Sadly, the day came when in the
newer editions of Bible Readings for l!te
Home Circle some of the notes in the

study on the human nature of Christ had
been changed to renect the change that
was creeping into the church.
Whereas in the 1923 edition of Bi!JIe

Readings for fhe Home Circle the note
to question #6 says that Christ was made
in ALL things like unto His brethrcn. the
newcr editions say: "Just how far this
likeness goes is i:l mystery of the incarna-
tion which men have never been able to
solve,"

Also in the same newer editions a
change was made in thc Ilote to qucstion
#7 of the same study. The 1923 edition
says that Christ lived a sinless life ""in
sinful flesh;' but the newcr editions say
that He lived a sinlcss life "'in the flesh'"

That may scem like only a slight
differcnce, but it changes the clllirc foun-
dation under the original Seventh-day
Adventist position on this matter-a very
sublle ch(lnge. but a very dangerous one!

So, has the church changed its posi-
tion on the human nature of Christ?

Not exactly.

While it is true that there is an cle-
ment within the church which argues in
favor of this change, there arc many who
do not accept il at all. They believe Ihat
the original position of the church on the
human naturc of Christ, was and is cor-
reCl according to the Bible.

Furthennore, they do not accept any
change in allY of our original doctTine

which would them to step off of
thc platform of truth upon which the
Seventh-day Adventist Church W(lS
founded,

To them any su-called "new light"
which cannot be accepted without reject-
ing some portion of our original doc-
trine, is not light at all. It is darkness-a
gift from Ihe prince of

Galatians I :8-"But though we, or
an angel from heaven, preach ,lny other
gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, leI him be

Romans t 6: 17- "Now I beseech you,
brethren. mark them which cause divi-
sions and offenses contrary to the doc-
trine which yt:- have learned; and avoid
Ihem,"

Ht:-brews 3:14-"For we are made
partakers of Christ, if we hold the begin-
ning of our confidencc stcdfast unto the
end."

May the Lord help us to study and
tre(lsurc the truths He has entrusted to
our church. 0
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The Prophetic Gift
in the Gospel Church, Part 2

arc all workcrs of miracles? Havc all thc
gifts of healing'! do all spcak with longucs?
cia all interpret? BUI covct eamcstly the ocst
gifts: and yet shew I unto you a more
excellcnt way."' Verses 18,28-31. We herc
read of the Lord's selling these gifts "in the

do we read elsewhere of His
S0tting thcm out of the church?

Charity, or Love

Thc morc cxcdlcnt way is to have a
church with the gifts of thc Spirit; it is a
more excellent way than simply 10
"covet" gifts. Thai "more cxcellent way"
is fully set fOrlh in I Corinthians. chapter
13, in lhc apostlc's discourse on char-
ity-fervenl love to God, and 10 our
fellow mCIl. InSle;jd of simply coveting
some particular gift for it is
better to entire consecration to the
Lord-to have His love in our hcarts-
to "follow after charity, and desire spiri-
lual gifts, but rather that ye may proph-
csy:' I Corinthians 14: 1. However, this
discourse on charity docs nOI dispense
wilh lhe gifts of Ihe Spiril. We re'ld:
"Charity never faileth: but whetllcr there
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether
there be longues, they shall
whcther there be knowledge, it shall vall-
ish away. For we know in part, and we
prophesy in pari. But when thai which is
perteel is come, thcn that which is in pari
shall be done awClY:' I Corilllhians 13:8-
10. By this il is undaslood Ihal the gifl
of prophccy may be manifest, as it may
please the Lord, ulltil the state
shall come. In that state, when the Lord
is seen face to face, prophecy wi II no
more be nceded. "Now we see through a
glass, darkly; but then face to face: now
I know in but then shall I know
even as also I am known:' Verse 12.

I N Puul's first epistle to the Carin
thians he thus speaks or the work 01"
the Spirit, saying: "The manifestation

of the Spirit is given to man to
profit withal. For to one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom; (0 (Illother

word of knowledge by the same Spirit;
to another faith by the same Spirit; to
another the gifts of healing by the same
Spirit; to another the working of miracles;
10 another prophecy; to another discern-
ing of spirits; 10 another divers kinds of
(ongues; to ClnOlhcr the interpretation of
tongues; but all these workcth that one
and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every
mall severally as he will. ,. I Corinthians
12:7-11. Those manifestations arc all

given by onc and the selfsame Spirit.
How unlikc the communications of Spiri-
tualism, which arc from a variety of
spirits, many lallj of Ihcm bcing lying
spirits!

Paul proceeds in his discourse by
comparing Lhe church with the human lxxly,
representing the gifts of the Spirit as mem-
bers oflhe eyes, cars, hands, and
so fOI1h-srtying: "Now hath God sct the
mcmbers every one of them in the body, as
it hath pleased him.... And God hath set
somc in the church, first apostles, second-
arily prophets, thirdly teachers. after that
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, gov-
ernments, diversities of tongues. Are all
apostles? arc all prophets? arc alltcachers?

Prophecy in the Eady Church
On looking through the book of AC1S,

ule fact is apparcnl Ihat the Lord had
many sons and daughters who were fa-
vored with divine revelations. In chaptcr
II is mentioned the case of Agabus, who
predicted the greal dearth thai was 10
come on the land of Judea, which predic-
tion moved the Lord's people to providc
relief for the poor saints in Judea. Sec
verses 27-30. The exact fulfillment of
this prophecy established the faith of the
believers in Agabus as a true prophet
alllong Ihem, so Ihat when at Cacsarea,
nineteen years after, he told them what
would be done to Paul at Jerusalem,
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W e find in the Scriptures that the
manifestation of the gift of prophecy is

closely allied with obedience to the law of God.

there seemed to be no question as to the
certainty of the fulfillmcnt of his predic-
tion, for they at once besought Paul not
to go to Jerusalem. Sec Acts 21: 10-12.
In the church at Antioch, four prophets
arc mentioned; namely, Barnabas, Simeon
(Niger), Lucius. and Manaen. See Acts
13: 1. It seems also that Philip, the evan-
gelist, who resided at Caesarea, "'had
four daughters, virgins," that were proph-
ets. See Aets 21 :8-9.

Paul, when writing his epistle to the
Ephesians, spoke of the gifts of the Spirit
on this wise: "'Wherefore he saith, When
he ascended up on high, he led captivity
captive 1""3 multitude of captives," mar-
ginl, and gave girts unto mOil. . And
he gave some, apostles; and some, proph-
ets; and some, evangelists; and some.
pastors and leachers; for the perfecting
of the saints, for the work of the minis-
try, for ti,e edifying of the hody of Christ:
till we all come in l"into," margin] the
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ: that wc henceforth be
no morc children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doc-
trine, by the sleight of men, and cunning
craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to
deceive; but speaking the truth in love,
lllay grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ: from
whom the whole body fitly joined to-
gether and compacted by that which ev-
ery joint supplieth, according to the ef-
fectual working in thc measurc of every
part, makcth increase or the body unto
the edifying of itself in love." Ephesians
4:8, 11-16.

The Lord gave these gifts for the
accomplishment of a certain purpose in
His church (perfecting saints and edify-
ing the church), and there still exists a
need for such work to be done; who wi II
say that the Lord will not even now, as
fonnerly, manifest those gifts for the same
purpose, until probation shall end? It is
further seen from the writings of the
apostle that he recognizes these gifts as
members of the body or Christ; and as
SUCh, who has a right to mutilate that
body, and say that this or that gift is not
now necessary?

The Apostasy

We find in the Scriptures that thc
manifestation of the gift of prophecy is
closely allied with obedience to the law
of God. When the people faithfnlly fol-

lowed the Lord, He favored them with
instruction through His prophets. As they
fell into sin and departed from His law,
they had 110 vision from God, as already
shown. So it is emphatically true, as
expressed by Solol11on, "Where there is
no vision, the people perish: but he that
keepeth the law, happy is he." Proverbs
29: 18. They arc happy, for as they obey

the Lord's law, He is pleased to favor
them with instruction through His proph-
ets.

Pau! said to the elders of the Ephesus
church: "For I know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also
of your own sclves shall men arise, speak-
ing perverse things, to draw away dis-
ciples after them." Acts 20:29-30. Also
to the church in Thessalonica he said
that there should "come a falling away,"
and '"'that man of sin be revealed." And
of him the apostle said ti,at he should sit
"in the tcmple of God, shewing himself
that he is God." 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.

h is a fact that while the early church
maintained their purity, the Lord mani-
fested among thcm the gifts of His Spirit;
but as the apostasy developed. their con-
dition became more and more like that
of ancient Israel, of whom He said: "Your
iniquities have separated between you
and your God, and your sins have hid his
face from you, that he will not hear."
Isaiah 59:2.

Neander, in his Church HistOry, thus
speaks of the Monti1nists of the second
century: "The Montanists looked upon it
expressly as somcthing characteristic of
this last epoch of thc development of the
kingdom of God that, according to the
prophecies of Joel then in course of
fulfillment, the gifts of the Spirit should
indilferently be shed abroad over all
classes of Christians of both sexes." "It
appears also to have been thc doctrine of
the Montanists that the season of the last
and richest olltpouring of the Holy Spirit
would form the last age of the church,

and precede the second coming of Christ,
and be the fulfillment of the prophecy of
Joel." Rose's Neal/der, 330, 332.

John Wesley, in speaking of the
Montanists, says: "By reflecting on an
odd book which I had read in this jour-
ney (The General Delusion ofChristialls
Wilh Regard 10 Prophecy) I was fully
convinced of what I had long suspected:

(I) that the Montanists, in the second
and third centuries, were real, Scriptural
Christians; and (2) that the grand reason
why the miraculous gifts werc so soon
withdrawn, was not only that fnith and
holiness were wellnigh lost, but that dry,
formal, orthodox men began even then to
ridicule whatever gifts they had not them-
selves, and to decry them all, as either
madne&5 or imposture." Jour-
nal, volume 3, 496.

To the question, "Ifyou allow Ithatthese
were'] miracles before the empirc became
Christian, why not aftef\vard, too?" Mr.
Wesley answers, "Bceausc after the empire
became Christian, a general conuption,
both of faith and morals, infected the Chris-
tian church, whkh, by that revolution, as SI.
Jerome says, 'lost as much of her virtue as
it had gained of wealth and power.' "
Wesley.i· Work" 706.

The Ref"eshing

In Aets 3: 19-21 is hrought to view
a time of refreshing spoken of in close
connection with Christ's second com-
ing. This undoubtedly refers to the smne
timc as that mcntioned by the apostle
Jamcs, when he says: "Be patient there-
fore, brethren, unto thc coming of the
Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth
for the precious fruit of the earth, and
hath long patience for it, until he re-
ceive the early and latter rain. Be ye
also patient"; stablish your hearts: for
the coming of the Lord drawcth nigh."
James 5:7-8.

The early and latter rain is also men-
tioned by the prophet Jocl in connection
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I t is seen then that as the end is nearing, andSatan works in power, the Lord gives
showers of blessings to His people, thus
defeating the purposes of Satan.

with his description or the la::\t clays. The
coming of "former rain moderately"
is c.l1k.d, in lhe margin of the texl, "a
teacher of righteousness, according to
righteousness ..' Joel 2:23. The outpour-
ing of the Sririt of God 011 the day of
Pentecost-lhe coming of the Comforter
as a teacher-was comparable to the
"former rain," which caused the newly

sown seed of the hushandrmm to take
root and grow. So in the ripcning of the
harvest of thc earth, just before the end,
the Hushandman-our heavenly Father
(sec John 15: I)-is waiting for the "lat-
tcr nlill," the "refreshing," to aid in the
ripening of the harvest of thc earth. The
Lord has said by His prophet, "Ask ye of
the LUlw rain in the time 01" the latter
rain; so the LORD shall ll1ilke bright
clouds, and give them showers of rain, to
every OIH; grass in the field." Zcchmiah
10: I. And thus will be fulfilled His prolll-
ise: "Then shall we know, if we follow
on to know the LORD: his going forth is
prepared as the morning; and he shall
come unto us as the rain, as the killer and
former rain unto the earth." Hosea 6:3.

PCI-ilous Times

The time immediately preceding Ihe
second coming of Christ is presented as
perilous, as a time of Ihe working of
Satan in mighty power. and also a time
in which thc Lord's people will be in a

sense "kept hy the power of God
through unto s"llvation ready to be
reve..lIed in the 1..lst timc'" I Peter 1:5.
Why should it be a thing improbable for
thc Lord 10 pour oul in a spcci"ll manner
His Spiril to instruct, strengthen, and
keep His people from the wiles of Satan
in that trying timc'!

In writing to Timothy, Paul says,
"This know also, that in the last days
peri lOlls times shall COIlll:-." He then
enulllerateS eightcen sins to be found
among a people having a "form of
godliness, but denying the power
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thereof'" Of these he says: "Now as
Jannes and withstood Moses,
so do these also resist the truth.
Their folly shall be manifest unto all
men, as theirs also was." 2 Timothy
3: J. 5, 8-9. Jannes and Jambres were
chief magicians of Pharaoh, \1,/110 sought
to resist the work of the Lord through
Moscs by (';()lIll1erfeit miraclcs. The

Lord, by thc hand of His servant Moses,
wrought in a lI1anner that the magicians
could not counterfeit. Sec Exodus 7:11;
8:18-19. It is seen then lhat as the end
is nearing, and Satan works in power,
thc Lord gives showers of blessings to
His pcopk, thus defeating the purposes
of Satan. So they are kept by the power
of God, and the folly or counterfeit
workers made llIani fcst.

Final Deliverance

In many scriptures the Lord com-
pares the deliverance of His people from
Egypt, with the final deliverance of His
silints. As a sample sec Ezekiel 20:35-
37. Onc feature that was connl,;ctcd with
the deliverance of Israel. is mentioned
by the prophet Hosea when he says, "By
a prophet the LORD hrought Israel Ollt of
Egypt, and hy a prophet was he pre-
served:' Hosea 12: 13. So if there is 3

similarity in fhe last deliverance to that
from Egypt, we m"y look for the gift of
prophecy to be connected with the prepa-
ration for the deliverance,

Law and Prophet's lVlessage

In the following of Isaiah is
shown to Ihe prophet what is to be expected
in the last days: "Now go, write it before
them in a table, and nOlc it in a book, that it
may be for the time to come for ever and
ever ["the latter day," margin, Hebrews I:
that this is a rebellious people, lying chil-
dren, children that will not hear the law of
the LORD: which say 10 the seers, See not;
and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto liS

right things, speak unto us smooth things,
prophesy deceits: gel you out of the: way,
tum aside Ollt of the path, cause the Holy
One of Israel 10 cease from before us."
Isc.liah 30:8-11. By referring to I Samuel
9:9, we leam Ihm a seer and ,,1 prophet mean
one and the samc, for there we rcad ,h(lt "he
thm is now called a Prophet was beforctimc
called a Seer"-one who had visions from
G(xl and propllCSicd. Tile force, then, of the
above scripture is that the gift ot" prophecy
will be l'onncctcd with the proclamation of
God's law in the last days, This the masses
will reject, bccam;c they do not like reproof.
preferring a smooth pmh.

Spirit of Prophecy

In the New WhCfC Paul is
speaking of the 1X0pie waiting for Christ's
second coming. he says: "1 thank my Goo
always on your behalf, for the grace ofGod
which is given you by ksus Christ; thaI in
every thing yc arc enriched by him, in (II!

lItter.lIlce, and in all knowledge; even as the
testimony of Christ was confimlccI in you:
SO that yecolllc behind in no gift; waiting for
the coming of our Lord ksus Christ: who
shall also confillll you unto the end, th'll yc
may be blameless in the clay of our Lord
Jesus Christ." I Corilllhians I:4-8. Thus all
the gifts arc to be ll1anili;st among that
people who stand at last prepared to Illeet
Christ in peace at His coming.

From this it also appe<.tfs that one gift
is singled Ollt, the confirmation of which
preparcs the way for all the gifts to be
developed in the church. That onc gift he
calls the testimony of Jesus. To ascertain
the meaning of this scriplure, we will
comp.are it with others. In Revcl..ltion,
chapter 12. aftcr the persccution of the
Dark Ages, we find the apostle speaking
thus of the last of the church in her
probationary state: "And the dragon waS
wroth with the woman, and went to make
waf with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God, and
have the lc.ot;timony of k-sus Christ'" Verse
17. The remnant at" the church is the last
of the church in its probation here. This
is seen in Joers prophecy of the Lord's
people just bcfore the gre:.at and terrible
day of the Lord. In the prep.aration for
lhat day He says salvation shall be "in
the remnant whom the LORD shall c",I1 ..'
Joel 2:32. This remnant will have war
made 011 thelll for keeping all of God's
commandmcnts, and for having mani-
festcd alllong them the testimony of Jesus.

By looking in Revelation, chapter
19, wc get a Scripturc definition of the



There is no surer way to prove a prophetic
gift than by comparing it with the

description of such gifts as were manifested in
Scripture times, and testing it by the rules
therein given.

"testimony of Jesus." This is John's
given while in vision on the

Isle of Patmos. He mistook the beauti-
ful angel that was bcfore him, for an
object for him to worship, and he said:
'·1 fell at his feet to worship him. And
he said unto me. See thou do it not: I
am thy fellow-servant, and of thy brcth-
rcn that have the testimony of Jesus:
worship God: for the testimony of Jesus
is the spirit of prophecy." Verse 10.
We now have an inspired definition
stating that the testinlOny of Jesus is
the spirit of prophet:y.

When we have the right dcfinition
of a word or phrase, it is proper to
substitute the definition in the sentcncc.
Substituting thus in I Corinthians 1:6-
7. the text would read, The spirit of
prophecy "was confirmed ill you: so
thai ye comc behind in no gift: waiting
for the coming of our Lord Jcsus
Chris.. " And in Revelation 12: 17 it
would read Ihat the dragon went to
make war with the remnant who "kecp
the commandmcnts of God, and havc
thc" spirit of prophecy. We sec, then,
that the remnant church, the members
of whit:h will be keeping all of God's
commandments, arc to have the gift of
prophecy among them, and that that
gift is 10 lead Oul in prcparing the way
so that all the gifts \vill at lasl he
Illanifestl;d among the people who
waiting for Christ's coming. Thus. <IS

the Lord's people return to obedience,
to the keeping of all His command-
ments, the gift of prophecy is restored
to His people.

Prophesyings

In the first epistle of Paul to thc
Thessalonians, chaptcr 4, he spcaks of
Christ's sccond coming, the resurrection
or the righteous, ,md till: change of the
living saints. In the Iifth chapter he shows
that that day will comc upon the masses
as <l thief in thc night. He says, however.
"Bul ye, brethren, arc not in darkncss.
Ihat that day should overwke you as a
thie!"." I Thessalonians 5:-J. That people
who will be found watching for Christ's
coming, whom Hc c'lils '''children of
light," Hc exhans as follows: ··Rejoicc
evermore. Pray wilhout ceasing. In every
thing give thanks: for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus conceming you.
Quench not the Spirit. Despise not
prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fasl
that which is good." 1 Thessalonians
5:16-21.

What is more consistent than to ex-
pect the Lord to teach directly His people
who are to pass through the perils of the
last days and be prcpared 10 meet the
Saviour in peace al His coming? It is
that point of time to which the patri-
archs, and the true prophcts of all past
time, have looked with intense intcrest,
when the conflict of ages-the contro-
versy between sin and righteousness-is
to close, and the age for which all other
ages were made is to be brought in. It
cannot be that God, who is abundant in
Illercy, will rcfrain frOIll specially in-
structing His people. Thanks be to Goel,
Hc has nol left this as a mailer of suppo-
silion: for He will guide His people by
the spirit of prophecy. as Ihe Scriptures
clearly teach.

Proving the Gift

There is no surcr to prove a
prophetic gift than by comparing it with
the description of such gifts as were
manifested in Scriplure times, and test-
ing it by the rules therein given. Therc
arc Seven complete rules given in the
Scriptures by which we may know a
genuine gift of prophecy. IThese rulcs
will be covered by the author in a later
article"l

The gifts, and especially the gift of
prophecy, have a pari 10 act in bringing
the church into '"unity" and harmony.
"God is not the author of confusion. but
of peace." I Corinthians 14:33. In fact,

Ihe g<lthcring of people from the con-
fused clemcnts of earlh, and thc various
nations of the world, to move forward as
one, is one of the best evidences of a
genuinc work of the Lord.

TIle tnJe gift of prophecy will not give
any 10 wke the place of the
Scriptures. While it may shed light on the
Scriptures. leading the pt.'Oplc into Ule "unity
of the faith;' its great work will be that of
counsel, and instruction on how to live, act,
and move in these last days of peril.

Conclusion

The question may arise, What need
have we of the gift of prophecy? We
have the Old Testamcnt, tht.: words of
Christ and His apostlcs, and the Revcla-
tion. Did nOI Christ forbid more proph-
esying when He said, "If any man shall
add unto thcse things, God shall add
unto him the thaI me wrillcn in
this hook""! Revelation 22: 18. We reply,
Should the Lord hestow thc girt of proph-
ecy upon a person for the instruction and
guidance of His people, it would not bc
an addition to the book of Revelation.

After the Lord had spoken from Sinai,
and given Ihe law 10 His people, wilh
statutes and judgments, they might have
said, We have the Lord's Word now, and
do not need prophets. Thc Lord knew
best: and (is we have seen, Hc Illultiplied
visions and by His prophets
for the instruction of thm people. This
did not add to nor wke from that already
given thcm; but it did show thcm where
they were led astray hy circumstances
peculiar 10 timc. These revelations
shed also a clearer luster 011 the truths
they had aln..;ady received. and madc
hright the light relating 10 the promised
Messiah and His glory.

With the subjcct of the gifts opened
beforc liS in the ScriplUres. with the faci
so plainly manifest that the gift of proph-
ecy is 10 he connccted with the last work
of God's people in probationary lime,

with rules placed in our hands hy

which 10 tcst such gifts. is il 1101 impor-
tant thai the mind bc divested of preju-
dice. not "despising" such a gift. but, on
the contrary. looking for a work of this
character thai is 10 he developed in these
last days? 0

To be cOlllillued.

The Prophelic Gif' illihe Gospel Church,
17-32
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AND my speech and my preach
ing was not with enticing words
of mall"s wisdom, but in demon-

strdlion of the Spirit and of power: that
your faith should not stand in the wis-
dom of men, but in the power of God."
I Corinthians 2:4-5.
We want to obtain the same experi-

ence as had the inspired apostle. He does
not disparage the human understanding.
Every jOt of ability is necessary in the
work of the ministry, but all the capabil-
ity that is in your possession should be
sanclified. "hccause God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salvation through
sanctification of the Spirit and belief of
the tnlth." 2 Thessalonians 2:13. Two
great forces arc united. Through living
faith, divine influences are combined with
human effort. It is by this cooperation of
man with God, thai we become laborers
logelhcr with Him.

Those who letbor in Word and doc-
trine. are nol to be novices. The Word of
God gives directions for their course.
The Sibil; is in our hands. and the task of

searching for a knowledge of the truth as
it is in Jesus, is appoillled us. It is at the
peril of our souls, that we neglect the
duty of searching for the truth. as for
hidden treasures. We are not safe when
we arc content to float along with the
current. believing because someone else
believes. The questions of truth that are
submitted to us. are of vital interest, in
contrast with the idle traditions that are
sustained by human etuthority and church
pretension; and we must, through fervent
prayer and deep and earnest research.
become established and settled, rooted
and grounded in the faith, and know,
each for himself. that we have the truth.
If we arc thus established, we shall not
depart from the faith when tested and
tried, as some have done. Those who pllt
their trust in God, and not in human
effort. will be sustained under fierce temp-
tation and trial, and will come forth from
the contlict with firm faith and unshaken
confidence. Their words will not be the
enticing words of men's wisdom, but
lhcy will be words spoken in the demon-

stration of the Spirit and the power of
God. If the works of the ambassadors of
Christ are wrought in God, they will not
be elated by praise from human lips;
neither will they be depressed because
they think they are not appreciated. Their
work is to learn what is the mind of God,
that they may show themselves approved
unto God.

There can be no greater peril to the
souls of those who profess to believe the
truth, than to ceasc their research for
light and knowledge from the Scriptures.
God has put the truth into our hands; and
with faithful, thoughtful, prayerful study,
and with the counsel of God-fearing
teachers, wc may become able in the
exposition of thc Word of tnllh. You are
to pray, and search for the truth on evcry
point of faith and doctrine. You will be
brought before critical, opposing coun-
cils. You will be tried for your faith, and
you will want to know that you have
good ground for every point of doctrine.
God enjoins upon all mcn to search the
Scriptures; but how doubly important is
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Those who have had precious opportunities
and privileges, and who possess talents,

which they will not use in the service of God,
will finally lay them all at the feet of Satan, to
be employed as he shall direct.

this injunction to those who teach the
Word to others. There will be apostasies
from our own ranks, because men and
women, even those who are teachers of
the truth, have not brought the truth into
their lives; and have not become sancti-
fied through it. They have no living con-
nection with God; and so slight is their
hold upon the doctrine for the present
time, that when trials come upon them,
they depart from the faith, thinking that
error is preferable to the truth. There
should be most fervent, earncst work
done in our several Conferences. Uncon-
secrated, unconverted men, who attempt
to open the Scripturcs to othcrs, men
whose lives and characters do not corre-
spond with their teachings, will bc a
curse rather than a blessing to the cause.
They present arguments in their own
human wisdom, but they do not speak in
the demonstration of the Spirit and of
power. They hold the truth in
lInrighteousncss.

In order to have prosperous Confer-
ences, there Illust be in the several
churches, laborers who are consecrated
to God, having pure hearts and clean
hands-laborers who have purified their
souls by obedience to the truth, and are
vessels of honor, fitted for the use of the
Master. The heavenly unction comes upon
men unseen, to quicken those who love
and fear God, and to make them power-
ful in the Word of God. All heaven is
interested in the work of saving souls,
and if the teacher of Bible truth will seek
the Lord, the promise is given he "'shall
rind." If he asks, he shall receive. If he
knocks, it shall be opened unto him. See
Matthew 7:7. There is no excuse for
anyone being destitute of divine help.
There is no reason why anyone should
be stumbling upon the dark mountains of
unbelief. The Word of God is pledged in
His abundant promises; and if we fail,
the responsibility rests upon us individu-
ally, who have accepted the solemn posi-
tion that makes LIS a mOllthpiece for
God; for the promises are made upon
plainly stated conditions; and if we per-
ish, we have no one to blame but our-
selves.

We must depart from all iniquity. We
must accept the invitation and come to
Christ and learn in His school; for we
cannot become efficient teachers, unless
we learn daily from the great Teacher.
We Illust bruise Satan uncler our feet. We
must lay hold on eternal life. The for-
giveness of sin is promised to him who
repents, and the crown of life will be

given to him who is faithful unto the end.
ln order to receive an increase of spiri-
tual grace, we must improve wisely what
we already have. If we would be found
without spot before the throne of God,
we must keep ourselves unspotted from
the world.

Faith and works must go hand in
hand, but either alone is dead. The whole

work of God in the human sOlll is ac-
complished through the cooperation of
the divine Spirit' with the effol1 of hu-
manity. "Without me," says Christ, "ye
can do nothing." John 15:5. There are
many Christlcss sermons preached, which
are wholly destitute of the power and
Spirit of God. The speaker may please
the car; but his words do not impress the
soul. God will work through humblc mcn,
who love and fear Him, and who will not
ascribe thc glory to thcmselves; but will
give all the praise of their being a light
in the world to the Source of all light. 0,
for less of self, and more of Jesus! It is
human pride and self-confidence, mingled
with human depravity, that has enfeebled
the churches, until they are sickly, and
ready to die.

The ministers of these churches need
to be converted. They need divine wis-
dom to take the place of human wisdom.
The church may have divine enlighten-
ment. The Lord God and the Lamb mllst
be its light; for no church can live by its
own light, or by sparks of its own kin-
dling. It may be that the mechanical
working of the church is like well-
adjusted machinery, and this is as it
should be; for it is necessary to have
order and discipline; but it is not right to
let everything stop at tllis point, and to
rest satisfied while destitute of thc power
of vital godliness. Light must come from
God to the people, as the Word is
preached in demonstration of the Spirit
and with power. The mcmbers of the
church must diffuse their derived glory
all around them; for they cannot retain
the light, unless they reflect its bright

and heavenly evidences upon the path-
W:1Y of others. The bitterest woe will be
pronounced upon false shepherds, and
upon those who profess to walk in the
light of divine truth, and yet make thelll-
selves centers to absorb all the God-
given rays, resting satisfied in the knowl-
edge that they possess, and making no
effort to enlighten others. The parable

which our Lord has given, condemning
the faithless servant who hid his Lord's
malley, condemns every member of the
church who is not making a right lise of
his ability to communicate light and truth
to others. Those who do not Ict the light
which God has given them, shine upon
the darkened pathway of others, arc trai-
tors to their Lord, and a burden to the
church. They make it manifest that
do not care for the salvation of others,
but only for themselves. Those who have
had precious opportunities and privileges,
and who possess talents, which they will
not usc in the service of God, will finally
lay them all al the feet of Satan, to be
employed as he shall direct. They will
become receptacles of darkness, of whom
it is written, "'If therefore the light that is
in thee bc darJ...J1css, how great is that
darkness!" Matthew 6:23.

In the time of Christ, and in the days
of the apostlcs, there were unfaithful
disciples, who were led from trllth-
some through love of the world, others
through love or approbation-who
deemed that their superior ability was
not appreciated as it should be, by their
brethren in the church. And there were
still others who were led away through
lasciviousness. This last sin was
in the church in the days of Paul, and he
made vigorolls battle upon it, that it
might be destroyed from the midst of the
early Christians. Some who may have
been looked upon as special lights in the
church and in the world, may cease to
shine, and become bodies of darkness.
"'Nevertheless the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord
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Those who are workers together with God,
must be men of blameless habits, and most

unambitious pretensions. Their highest ambition
must be, to be found sons of God, and partakers
of the divine nature.

knoweth them thaI an.: his." 2 Timothy
2: 19. If one star goes out in darkness,
another will fill its place.

We may Ieam the truth of the Bible
by living up to all the light that we have,
in doing the will of God; or we may 00
a:-- many others doing, darken and
pervert our belief, and corrupt our faith
by disobedience. Men lum away from
God':-- grc'll moral :--tandard of righteous-
ness, and try to doubt thai it is "holy. and
just. and good." Romans 7: 12. They walll
liberty In sin. and al length thcy comc to
doubt that the claims of the law arc
binding. Because thcir carnal hearts de-
sire 10 transgress its precepts, the law of
God has become to Ihem a yoke of
bondage. Such may. aner somc disap-
pointment. return to the truth; but they
will leave it again. for Iheir hearts arc

nOI thoroughly changed. The most useful
mcn in the world have not been the
exalted. self-sufficient ones, who have
been praised and pellcd by society; bUI
those who have walked humbly with God.
who have been ulli.ls...'mming in manncr
and guileless in conversation. who have
given all the glory to God, not laking any
of il to themselves, arc the ones who
have excrted the mOSl decided and health-
fill intluence lipan the church. When
they siand before the people, as a mouth-
piece for God, everything around them is
l"orgoltcn. Their words come forth in thc
demonstration of the Spirit and with
power. They cxert lhdr God-given anil-
ity to set things in order in the church,
whether it makes them friends or foes.
Whcn straighl, solemn lestimony is
needed, in rebuking sin and iniquity. evcn
though it he in those of high position.
they will not hold their peace. but will
heed the instruction of the God of truth.
when he commands. "Cry aloud, spare
not. lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and
shew 111Y people their transgressions, and
the house of Jacob Iheir sins." Isaiah
58: I. They will stand as faithfnl watch-
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mcn upon the walls of Zion-not to hide
sin, nOI 10 flatter the wrongdoer, not to
obtain the sympathy of Iheir brethren,
but to meet the approval of God. They
will not suppress one syllable of truth
thaI should be brought oUI. in reproof, or
warning. or in vindication of the right-
eousness of the oppressed, in order 10
gain thc favor and influence of anyone.
In a crisis, they will not be found in a
neutral position. bUI they will sland finnly
on the side of righteousness and truth,
even when it is difficult to take this
posilion; and to maintain it may imperil
their prosperity, anti deprive thcm of the
friendship of those whom they lovc.

Self has been pelted and favored alto-
gethcr too much. Those who should have
been unseltish and uncorrupted, have per-
mitted self to wield a controlling influence

over Iheir lives. 0 that our ministering
brethren would copy dle Model' 0 that they
would leam in the school of Christ. lessons
of the Master's mCCk'llCSS and lowliness of
hcmt! If the eye were singlc to the glory of
God. the Lord would bless them with His
Spirit and powcr, and il would not then be
their ruin. There is greal need oflhe sancti-
tication that comes through obedience to the
trulh. All resistance of God, all departures
from virtlle and truth. pervel1 the faith as
well as the morals, while confonnity to
God's revealed will always increases faith
and knowledge. "Ifany man will do his will.
hc shall know of the doctrine, whelher it be
ofGod." John 7: 17. Those who are workers
together with GaeL muSI be men of blamc-
les.<:i habits, and mosl unambitious preten-
sions. 111dr highcst ambition must be, to be
found sons of God, and partakers of the
divine natuTC. It was for tht.: glory of God
that the excellent Ireasure of His truth was
cornmillcd lO earthen vessels. "For ye sec
yOllT calling, brethren, how tlml 110t many
wise men after the flesh. not many mighty.
110t mallY noble, arc called'" I Corinthians
I:26. No one should enter Ihe: ministry until
lie clearly understands his own faith. so thaI

he...: can give an il11e1ligcllI answer to any man
tJ13t askclh the reason of his hope. It is his
privilege. as well as his duty, to believe in a
ncar and present Saviour-One who is by
our side. in our heans. His presence is far
1110rc efficacious than the most e10quenl
scnnons. and it is our right 10 expect that He
will beWitllllS in scasonsofworship, for He
promised when He commissioned His dis-
ciples to goand "Ieach all nations. baptizing
thcm in the namc of the Father, and of the
Son, and of thc Holy Ghost:' Matthew
28: 19, that "wllere two orthrcc arc gat.hered
togcther in my n(lme, there Hln I in thc micl'it
of them," Matt.hew 18:20, and added, "La,
I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world." Matthew 28:20.

It is the prcsence of Jesus that is needed
in our assemblies. to make the preaching of
the Word effectual 10 Ihc salvmion of souls.
Preaching. in itself. has no naturill power 10
renew the heart. and yel this is Ihe object of
preaching. It is the divine influcno..: accom-
panying the Word. that brings souls in
penitence 10 the fOOl of Ihe cross. 0 thal
Christ's ambassadors would feel their nccd
ofJcsus, Ihal their preaching might not be in
vain. nor their ministry unSliccessful. When
Ihe minister hears the voice of thc great
Shepherd saying, "La, I <1m with yOll alway;'
he works as if in thc presence of Jesus; and
out of weakness he is made strong. The
Word becomcs quick and powerful. and, in
proportion as faith appreciates the divine
presence, and honors it, and tmsts it, the
preaching is in the demon.-.;tration of the
Spirit and with powcr.

If we hide self in Jesus. if we lift lip
<lnd exalt Ihe Saviour. if we take no
credit to ourselves. the preaching will
nOI bc in thc wisdom of man, but in the
power of God. Jesus, Ihe world"s Re-
deemcr. will be presenled before the
people as the One who "is able to Save
thcm 10 the uttermOSI Ihat come unto
God by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercessions for them." Hebrews
7:25. "Wc have an advocatt:. with Ihe
Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous:'
I John 2: 1.
Then let uS do those Ihings thaI arc

pleasing in Hjs sight. Let us COIllC in full
assllrdnce of faith. Let tiS draw from the
heavenly slOreholl'iC, and prcscnt to the
people things new and old. giving to every
man his portion of meal in duescason: ""and
when the chief Shepherd shall appear. yc
shall receive a crown ofglory that fadcth nol
away." I Peler 5:4. 0
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t() tel it()r
Dear EdilOfS.

What a great work you do with your
Our Finn FOlIl/darioll We anx-
iOllsly look forward to our mOllthly isslle!

DD. Michigan

Dear Hope International.
I am a pastor of a newly forml:d sdf-

supporting ministry in Ccntral Africa.
In the past five weeks we received a

shipment of a' orled literature materials
from onl: of the sdf-supporting ministries
in Australia. and among them was
quile a good supply of Our Firm Fowulll-
lion magazines, dating from 1994-1997. As
I am writing this letter I have so far rc"ld
through Ihose or 1994 and 1995. 1 will be
starting those of 1996 very SOOIl. It is my
first time to come HcrosS stich a SWl:ct-fO-
read pice!,; of litcrtllUfC, informative and eye
opening. My colleagues arc also busy read-
ing through this precious spiritual wcalth

never thought or dreamt of.
Despite printing bdllg expensive, since

wc do not have our own facility. our minis-
try has proposed to stan translating most of
the anicles found in the Ollr Firm FOlllu/a-
tioll into our local language so that the local
Ix:ople Can also dig into this precious wcallh
for themsclves. What ;'1 blessing is your
Ministry to the people here and the whole
world! Keep it Up' God has blessed you and
He will cominue doing SO as long as you
remain commillcd to His will and work.
May tht: Lord continue blessing those who
support Hope International!

MK. Cell1ml A/rica

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Greetings and thanks to you alw<lys for

the love and kind hdp given to LIS so far in
our spiritual needs of books and literature. I
am so grateful that you pr;.,)" for us!

1have been Illoved by force from where
I was st<lying in the church e1dt:r's housc.
He asked me to Icavt.: in January because
the Pastor told him that he will nol allow
him to be an cider of a SDA Church so long
as I stay in his hOUSI::, becausc I am sclf-
supporting or indepcndelll l11inislt.:r. Melll-
bers who want 10 know morc abollt thl::
prophecies and the Spirit of Prophesy teach-

ings used to cOllle 10 mt: and put so many
questions on him about truth that Sislcr
Whitl: has said that arc now sl::en contrary in
the church.

The things we arc seeing now in Ghana,
especially in the Pentecostal and charism•.ll·
it churches, really prove and confirm of the
soon coming of Ollr Lord. And numerous
wars in Africa <lnd other places all prove
thai almost all the signs are being fulfilled.
Pka3c help us here to reach men who have
not hl::ard the Thrcl:: Angel's Mcs.<;ages and
even many still ill tht: SDA Church but arc
IlOt with the truth.

Yours In Christ, EA. Ghana

Dear Hope I.nlernmional,
Was listl::ning to some of myoid auelio

tapt:s and onc of them W;.\5 Pastor Spears'
Dynamics of Prayer. Oh, what a hunger
came into my soul! Blt:ss you all-you
lovely poople. I pray every day for our
"self-supporting ministries:' I pray God's
choicest blessing on thl::l1l. I love Hope
International.

Sim.:crdy, RG. Neu· York

Dear Editor.
Thank yOll for the magnzines you have

kl::pt sending to mc. I am still alive in the
power of your eft-on and by the grace of
God.

I I11l1st confess that I al11 growing in
Spirit through your pl.lhlitmion, tlt.:spite op-
positions from pastors with threats and dis·
fellowships. You Illay never know that every
magazinl.: sent 10 me goes through at least
three hands ill study and all confess it is the
best Adventists arc producing.

Thank you. EM. Zambia

Dear in the Lord,
I want 10 lake this lJ1omt:nt to express

my appreciation and thanks to you for
Ihose magazines I recl::ived in 1997.1 have

them and enjoyed t:VI::T)' anicle in those
magazines. 1 keep on reading them and it
has strl::ngthcn my faith and believe as a
Seventh-day Advclltist Christian. It is my
hopt: and prayer thai the Lord will give you
and Ihe entire staff of Hope Intemational
thc much wisdom, spiritual insighl, and tht.:

Holy Spirit to continuc 10 do this elev<1tcd
work.

Yours in the Master's Vineyard.
AOA. Africa

Dear Brothers in the Faith.
Praise the Lord for your blcssl.:d infor-

mative Our Firm Foundatiol1! I am so thank-
ful for your effort to print the old Adventist
!rllths. Sincerely. ET. USA

Dt:ar Hopc Inlcmational,
I Ihank the Lord very much for Ihe

wonderful forcsigln givt:n to your ahl(:.lcad-
eTS, and the founding memhers for estah-
lishing this organization. Please conlinue
with the good work, for God our Father will
reward you.

Well, the materials you sent me l1.lVC
grt:atly helped cnlightcn as well as strength·
encel my faith as f.lr <IS the tl.:3ching of
Aelvl.:llIist is concerned. As I recdvcd the
mataials my heart was filled with light
from Our Firm Foundationl It is with joy
and happiness that I re.ad you aniclcs.

In a nutshell it is my dc.....ire to experi-
ence victory in my life more than anything.
And as SUCh, 1 wish to Ix admitted as a
studl::l1l in your Bihle Study COUTSC, in or-
der to be able to leam mort: ::thout thl:
Scriptures.

Thank yOll, EA. Ghana

Dear Ones at Hope International:
Our blessings through the Lord JeSlIS!

May He give you courage ..IS you wurk for
Him. JM. USA

Dear Sir.
1 wish to register my appreciation for

the parcel you sent me containing the Gur
Firm Foundation magazines and Ihe Spirit
of Propltec.': voluml: onc. May God bll:sS
your work. I rt:ad many hooks. but your
matcrials arc really a blcssing from God!
My eyes have bcl:n

My sincere requl::st b lhat you send ml.:
Spirit of Prophecy. volumes two and three,
and other books, not forgetling those pre-
cious magazines.

Yours failhrully, TK. Mala"'i
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Ctlmp MeetinlJ 799B
Au,un 4-91 7998

Please plan now to join us in fellowship anti worship!

Speakers wilt include the followinlj: Ron Spear} Cofin Standish}
Russell Standish} Tico Restrepo} Cfark FfolJd} John Skeete} Dane
Griffin} and Jim Hohnberljer.

If 'Iou plan to attend the Hope International Eatom/ille Camp Meetinij, and wish
to stalJ on our ijrounds, 'IOU are more than welcome. Water and restrooms will be
available at several locations on the ijrounds. There will be limited shower facili-
ties, but hookups for water, sewer, and electricit'l are not available. Please plan
on a real CAMP meetinij!

F.zi, 14]·8 Auburn

C Tacoma"F.zil 1JJ PuyaDupamp 01 . Edt 127 51 Hope
ymp,".. r, International
exit 104 .....:J

"itO Yotm - Q <ft

July 19-26, 1998 Too'oo

For ages 12-16 .1-.

As usual there will be no charije for stalJinij on our campus, but we cannot pro-
vide either lodijinij or food. Please do not take it for ijranted that we will be able
to provide special ser(lices for those who need them. Instead, please call and let
us know what 'lour needs are, and we will do our best to accommodate all who
desire to attend. However, we are limited as to what we can do to help durinij the
hustle and bustle of camp meetinij.

1998 Youth

I-lope International introduces its first-ever YOUtJ1 camp! Here is an opportunity
to learn many new skills, in a Christian atmosphere, iliat can be of an eternal
value. The early registration fee is only 8200.00, if received before July 1, 199B.
The regular fee is 8250.00. 00

N

'" '"" 00Classes will include: Bible Study, Medical Missionary, Introduction to Hebrew, 0 a-
Wilderness Survival, Canoeing, Orienteering, and oiliers. 0

c-.::t?
E 0\ as

Space is limited so call or write now to request an application, The last day to ..s tl ';:
register is July 15. Please address all inquiries to Diana Garber. You may phone 2. 0:1 §
360-832-6602, 01' contact us also bye-mail at Diana@HopeInt.org. :f 2Jj


