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But, beloved, remember ye the 
words which were spoken 
before of the apostles of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.” Jude 1:17.
We are admonished to remem-

ber the words which were spoken 
before by the apostles. “Remember 
ye the law of Moses my servant, 
which I commanded unto him 
in Horeb for all Israel, with the 
statutes and judgments.” Malachi 
4:4. Here we are told to remem-
ber the law of Moses. Acts 20:35 
says, “I have shewed you all things, 
how that so labouring ye ought to 
support the weak, and to remem-
ber the words of the Lord Jesus, 
how He said, It is more blessed to 
give than to receive.” Again, we 
are told to remember something, 
this time it is the words of Jesus. 
Another we are all very familiar 
with is Exodus 20:8: “Remember 
the sabbath day, to keep it holy.” 

There seems to be a recurring 
theme here. Apparently, we have 
a real predisposition to forget-
ting. We seem to be in constant 
need of being reminded of what 
God has said through His law, 
through His Son and through 
His apostles and prophets.

Satan knows beĴer than anyone 
that if God says to do something, 
it is a sure thing that it ought to 
be done because Isaiah 14:24 says 
“The LORD of hosts hath sworn, 
saying, Surely as I have thought, so 
shall it come to pass; and as I have 
purposed, so shall it stand.” He 
knows that if God says it, do it. So, 
what beĴer thing for the devil to 
do to man than to cause him to do 
the opposite of what God has said? 
God said to “remember,” Satan will 
do his utmost to make us “forget.” 

To be “wise as serpents” as Jesus 

pray thee have me excused. And 
another said, I have married a wife, 
and therefore I cannot come.” Luke 
14:16–20, all emphasis supplied.

“But seek ye first the kingdom 
of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto 
you.” MaĴhew 6:33. God must be 
first, or He is not at all, and Satan 
knows this! God has done all He 
can to keep us from forgeĴing.

“The Lord kept His claims 
paramount, and in almost every 
article they [the Jews] used, they 
were reminded of the Giver by 
being required to make returns 
to Him. At the harvest and the 
vintage, the first-fruits of the 
field—the corn, the wine, and the 
oil—were to be consecrated as 
an offering to the Lord; also the 
first-fruits of the wool when the 
sheep were shorn and of the grain 
when the wheat was threshed. . . .

“This arrangement was made 
to impress upon the people 
the thought that in everything 
the Lord must be first.” Southern 
Watchman, June 16, 1908.

It is Satan’s plan to keep us 
from “remembering.” But we have 
a mighty God who can over-
power the suggestions and wiles 
of the devil. It rests with us to 
decide to whom we will listen. I 
pray that each of us will take the 
time to “remember” what God 
has said and to obey fully.  

Joe Olson serves as the 
executive director and 
chairman of the board 
of Hope International. 
He also travels as an 
international speaker.

Editorial

told us to be (MaĴhew 10:16), we 
need to be aware of what causes us 
to forget His words and the words 
of His Father and the apostles and 
prophets. If we are aware, then 
we can be more prepared to with-
stand the onslaughts of the devil, 
through the power of Christ. 

The devil uses everyday things 
to cause us to “forget,” like so 
much work that we don’t take time 
to study and refresh ourselves 
with what God has given us in 
His Word. He tempts us to take 
whatever time we aren’t working, 
to watch unprofitable television 
programs, or read material that 
is neither upliĞing nor spiritual. 
Novels, sports magazines, even the 
daily paper, if it takes away from 
the time that you need to “remem-
ber” the words of God, it needs to 
be avoided. And that doesn’t even 
address whether or not it is good 
for you, this is just the issue of time.

Sports can be a time-stealer—
both the playing and the watch-
ing. Exercise can be a snare of the 
devil—again, if it takes away from 
the time we need to “remember.” 
Even family relationships must 
not take the time away from what 
the Lord demands. Jesus told a 
parable about this very issue:

“Then said He unto him, A 
certain man made a great sup-
per, and bade many: and sent his 
servant at supper time to say to 
them that were bidden, Come; for 
all things are now ready. And they 
all with one consent began to make 
excuse. The first said unto him, I 
have bought a piece of ground, and 
I must needs go and see it: I pray 
thee have me excused. And an-
other said, I have bought five yoke 
of oxen, and I go to prove them: I 
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“Wherever an influence is exerted to cause men to forget God,
there Satan is exercising his bewitching power.” Acts of the Apostles, 290.

“Whheerever an influence is exerted to cause men to forget God,
there Satan is exercising his bewitching power.” n is exercising his bewitching power ” Acts of the ApostlesActs of the Apostles, 290.290
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All our obedience must spring from sincere love for 
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O ne of the greatest mis-
understandings in the 
Christian world today is 

related to the subject of legalism. 
The theological aspect of legalism 
is somewhat different than the 
secular definition of the term. Our 
present concern is how the question 
of legalism relates to the Christian 
experience.

Legalism is a subject that is 
vaguely understood by many, it is 
wrongly understood by some, and 
not understood at all by others. A 
simple definition could be stated as 
follows:

Legalism is the erroneous belief 
that one’s good works or obedience 
can earn him justification and en-
title him to eternal life. But justifica-
tion and eternal life are always the 

giĞ of God’s grace; they can never 
be earned.

Let us make it very clear at the 
outset that legalism is not one’s 
good works or his strict law-keep-
ing, but the erroneous belief that 
salvation can be earned by them. 
There is nothing wrong with good 
works and strict obedience; in fact, 
God requires good works and strict 
obedience. The whole problem is 
one’s motive. Legalism is not what 
one does, but his motive for doing 
it. We might say that legalism is 
doing the right thing for the wrong 
reason; at least it could be that. 
Jesus emphasized the right motive 
when He said: “If ye love Me, keep 
My commandments.” John 14:15.

Love vs. Obedience?
Love does not take the place of 

our obedience; but love is the mo-
tive for our obedience. Love is not 
an end in itself; but love is the ve-
hicle for good works and obedience. 
Satan has successfully promoted 
the idea that love is the only thing 
needed; no more law-keeping, no 
more doing of anything. Millions 
of professed Christians have been 
deceived by this subtle philosophy.

Let me illustrate legalism. If I 
should say, “I am going to keep ev-
ery one of the Ten Commandments 
strictly, return tithe faithfully, and 
do a lot of good works so I can get 
into heaven,” then I am a legalist. 
But if I should say, “Because Jesus 
has so graciously forgiven me and 
promised me eternal life, there-
fore I joyfully keep God’s com-
mandments because they are so 
reasonable and good; and I delight 
to return my tithe so others can 
learn of Jesus and His wonderful 
salvation,” now I am not a legalist, 
because my motive is right. Notice 
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and our fellow man.
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that in both cases I kept God’s law 
strictly, returned tithe, and did 
good works. In case number one I 
was a legalist; but in case number 
two I was a child of God, saved by 
grace, walking with Christ in the 
path of obedience.

Strict law-keeping is not legal-
ism, unless one’s motive is wrong. 
Returning tithe and good works are 
not legalism, unless one’s motive 
is wrong. God expects strict law-
keeping, tithing and good works 
because this is the Christ-like way 
to live. To do otherwise would be 
equivalent to worshipping idols, 
stealing, lying, etc. Deliberate 
disobedience is sin, and those who 
persist in it without repentance will 
be lost. Romans 6:23, “The wages of 
sin is death.” Some modern reli-
gions in their aĴempt to get around 
the Ten Commandments label law-
keeping legalism.

If strict law-keeping is legalism, 
then I ask, how do we get away 
from this legalism? Can we avoid 
legalism by not keeping the Ten 
Commandments? Or by disobey-
ing more oĞen? Or by not obeying 
at all? Let us look at Jesus’ life and 
learn from it. If strict law-keeping is 
legalism, then Jesus was the great-
est legalist who ever walked on 
this earth. Jesus said: “I have kept 
My Father’s commandments.” John 
15:10. And we read in 1 John 3:5, “in 
Him is no sin.”

Some Christians have taken 
a wrong aĴitude toward God’s 
law because they have misun-
derstood legalism. Now and then 
slurring remarks are heard about 
“rules and regulations” and “do’s 
and don’ts referring to the Ten 
Commandments. Satan smiles 
when he hears such references. 
Anything that depreciates God’s 
law pleases Satan. Who was the 
author of the Ten Commandments? 
God was, of course. Did God 
make a mistake? Are they a poor 
set of laws? Do they need revis-
ing or changing? “The law is holy, 
and the commandment holy, and 
just, and good.” Romans 7:12. The 

Psalmist said, “The law of the Lќџё 
is perfect.” Psalm 19:7. The Ten 
Commandments are just as holy 
and perfect today as when God first 
wrote them. The obligation to obey 
them is the same today. The penalty 
for disobedience is the same: “The 

wages of sin is death.” At the end 
when Jesus returns, His faithful 
people will still be keeping His 
holy law. “Here are they that keep 
the commandments of God, and the 
faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:12.

Guardrails of Life
It is important to understand 

that the ten commandment law of 
God IS a code of rules and regula-
tions; God made them exactly that. 
They are a set of do’s and don’ts; 
God made them exactly that, and 
He didn’t make a mistake. How 
would men know what was right 
or wrong if God didn’t tell them? 
God’s moral laws are very neces-
sary so men would know how 
to conduct themselves. They are 
guidelines for Christian living. 
They are protection against spiritu-
al disaster. They are not obstacles, 
but protection. I like to think of 
God’s laws as guardrails along the 
road of life to keep us from falling 
into the ditch of sin. We will never 
have any problem with the guard-
rails if we walk in the footsteps of 
Jesus in the middle of the road.

It is true that Christians will 
keep God’s law, but that is not what 
saves them. Jesus saves. But faithful 
obedience will be the fruit of those 
who have been saved by grace. The 
Ten Commandments have nothing 
to do with our justification, but they 

have a lot to do with our walk with 
Jesus. The Ten Commandments 
play no part in forgiveness, but they 
have an important part in telling 
us whether or not we are living the 
Christian life.

God has required exact obe-

dience of all people in all ages 
starting in the Garden of Eden. 
God pays aĴention to the smallest 
details of our lives.

“He that is faithful in that which 
is least is faithful also in much: 
and he that is unjust in the least is 
unjust also in much.” Luke 16:10.

“Whosoever therefore shall 
break one of these least command-
ments, and shall teach men so, he 
shall be called the least in the king-
dom of heaven.” MaĴhew 5:19.

“But the very hairs of your head 
are all numbered.” MaĴhew 10:30.

If a man stole a thousand dollars 
or just a dime, he would be a thief 
in both cases.

“As he thinketh in his heart, so 
is he.” Proverbs 23:7.

Obedience Hangs on Love
A desire to obey the total 

will of God is not legalism; it is 
Christianity. Jesus did not just teach 
“believe,” but “follow.” He did not 
just teach “come,” but “overcome.” 
He did not just teach “love,” but 
“keep My commandments.”

How unfortunate that some 
believe that faithful obedience is 
legalism. If strict obedience to every 
detail of God’s law was legalism, 
then what must we do to solve the 
problem? We would have to bow 
down and worship an idol once in 
awhile; we would have to tell a few 

The Ten Commandments have nothing to 
do with our justification, but they have a 

lot to do with our walk with Jesus.
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lies now and then; we would have 
to steal a liĴle from time to time. 
Does this make sense? Legalism is 
not what you do, but why you do 
what you do. Legalism emanates 
from a wrong, manipulative mo-
tive that ignores the efficacy of the 
Lord’s sacrifice. Jesus emphasized 
that love must be the motive of our 
relationship with Him.

“Jesus saith unto him [the law-
yer], Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great com-
mandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself. On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” MaĴhew 22:37–40.

Notice that love does not take 
the place of obedience, but love is 
the basis of true obedience. Love 
and God’s law “hang” together, 
not apart; they are inseparably 
aĴached. Many overlook the word 
“hang” in the above text; it has 
great significance. Some misguided 
Christians say all you need is 
love. The legalist implies that all 
you need is good works. Both are 
wrong. Jesus said, “If you love 
Me, you will keep My command-
ments.” Jesus forever and insepara-
bly combined love and obedience. 
One without the other is worth-
less. Jesus asked the question in 
Luke 6:46, “Why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which 
I say?” He also said, “Not every 

one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven.” 
MaĴhew 7:21.

Letter or Spirit
Some are puzzled over Paul’s 

statement in Romans 7:6, “we 
should serve in newness of spirit, 
and not in the oldness of the let-
ter.” The word “leĴer” refers to the 
mechanical performance of the law 
without love. The word “spirit” 
refers to sincere obedience, which is 
the response of love and gratitude 
to God. Merely keeping the “leĴer 
of the law” is the same as legal-
ism. Paul was not suggesting that 
actual obedience was not necessary. 
AĞer Paul’s statement in verse six, 
notice how he immediately goes 
on to defend and uphold the Ten 
Commandments. “We should serve 
in newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the leĴer. What shall we 
say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. 
Nay, I had not known sin, but by 
the law: for I had not known lust, 
except the law had said, Thou shalt 
not covet.” Romans 7:6–7.

Paul was not trying to separate 
actual obedience from “serving 
in newness of spirit” because it is 
impossible to keep the spirit of the 
law while disobeying the leĴer. Let 
us illustrate this fact. One of the 
ten commandments states: “Thou 
shalt not steal.” Exodus 2:15. Can 
you keep the “spirit” of this com-
mandment while breaking the 
“leĴer” by actually stealing? It is 
impossible. Another commandment 
says: “Honour thy father and thy 
mother.” Verse 12. Can you keep 
the “spirit” of this commandment 
while being disrespectful to your 
parents? It is impossible. Can you 
keep the “spirit” of the command-
ment, “Thou shalt not bear false 
witness” (verse 16), while you are 
breaking the “leĴer” by telling lies 
about your neighbor? It is impossi-
ble. Another commandment tells us 
not to worship idols. Can you keep 
the “spirit” of this commandment 

while actually bowing down before 
an idol? We see that it is absolutely 
impossible to keep the “spirit” of 
God’s law while violating the “let-
ter.” Jesus combined the two when 
He said, “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.”

New Covenant
What will keep our obedience 

from becoming legalism? God has 
given us the answer through the 
prophet Ezekiel, “A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you: and I will 
take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh. And I will put My 
Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in My statutes, and ye shall 
keep My judgments, and do them.” 
Ezekiel 36:26–27.

This kind of obedience from 
the heart is not legalism; it is New 
Covenant Christianity.

The issue which we have been 
considering is not whether we 
should obey or not. The issue is not 
whether God’s law is valid or abol-
ished. These questions have been 
seĴled in God’s Word forever. The 
great issue is: what is the underly-
ing motive in our obedience? All 
our obedience must spring from 
sincere love and gratitude to our 
wonderful Lord; and also respect 
and love for our fellow men. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ is the most 
reasonable and wonderful way of 
life in our world. To faithfully obey 
the gospel with loving and grateful 
hearts brings true joy, peace, and 
the hope of eternal life. Christians 
who will be ready to meet Jesus at 
His glorious appearing are de-
scribed in Revelation “Here are 
they that keep the commandments 
of God, and the faith of Jesus.”  

Adrian C. Woods is a retired Seventh-
day Adventist minister who has served 
the Lord faithfully. He writes from Pla-
cerville, California.

;
to steal a liĴle from time to time. 
Does this make sense? Legalism is 
not what you do, but why you do
what you do. Legalism emanates 
from a wrong, manipulative mo-
tive that ignores the efficacy of the
Lord’s sacrifice. Jesus emphasized 
that love must be the motive of our 
relationship with Him.

“Jesus saith unto him [the law-
yer], Thou shalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great com-
mandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour as thyself. On these two com-
mandments hang all the law and 
the prophets.” MaĴhew 22:37–40.

Notice that love does not take 
the place of obedience, but love is 
the basis of true obedience. Love
and God’s law “hang” together, 
not apart; they are inseparably
aĴached. Many overlook the word 
“hang” in the above text; it has 
great significance. Some misguided 
Christians say all you need is 
love. The legalist implies that all 
you need is good works. Both are 
wrong. Jesus said, “If you love
Me, you will keep My command-
ments.” Jesus forever and insepara-
bly combined love and obedience. 
One without the other is worth-
less. Jesus asked the question in
Luke 6:46, “Why call ye me, Lord, 
Lord, and do not the things which
I say?” He also said, “Not every 

ne that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
hall enter into the kingdom of 
eaven; but he that doeth the will 

my Father which is in heaven.” 
aĴhew 7:21.

etter or Spirit
Some are puzzled over Paul’s 

atement in Romans 7:6, “we 
hould serve in newness of spirit, 
nd not in the oldness of the let-tt
r.” The word “leĴer” refers to the 
echanical performance of the law
ithout love. The word “spirit” 
fers to sincere obedience, which is
e response of love and gratitude 

to God. Merely keeping the “leĴer
of the law” is the same as legal-
ism. Paul was not suggesting that
actual obedience was not necessary.
AĞer Paul’s statement in verse six,
notice how he immediately goes 
on to defend and uphold the Ten
Commandments. “We should serve 
in newness of spirit, and not in the 
oldness of the leĴer. What shall we
say then? Is the law sin? God forbid.
Nay, I had not known sin, but by 
the law: for I had not known lust, 
except the law had said, Thou shalt
not covet.” Romans 7:6–7.

Paul was not trying to separate
actual obedience from “serving 
in newness of spirit” because it is 
impossible to keep the spirit of the 
law while disobeying the leĴer. Let
us illustrate this fact. One of the
ten commandments states: “Thou 
shalt not steal.” Exodus 2:15. Can 
you keep the “spirit” of this com-
mandment while breaking the
“leĴer” by actually stealing? It is 
impossible. Another commandment
says: “Honour thy father and thy 
mother.” Verse 12. Can you keep 
the “spirit” of this commandment 
while being disrespectful to your
parents? It is impossible. Can you 
keep the “spirit” of the command-
ment, “Thou shalt not bear false 
witness” (verse 16), while you are 
breaking the “leĴer” by telling lies 
about your neighbor? It is impossi-
ble. Another commandment tells us 
not to worship idols. Can you keep 
the “spirit” of this commandment 

while actually bowing down before 
an idol? We see that it is absolutely
impossible to keep the “spirit” of 
God’s law while violating the “let-tt
ter.” Jesus combined the two when
He said, “If you love Me, you will 
keep My commandments.”

New Covenant
What will keep our obedience 

from becoming legalism? God has 
given us the answer through the
prophet Ezekiel, “A new heart also 
will I give you, and a new spirit 
will I put within you: and I will 
take away the stony heart out of 
your flesh, and I will give you an 
heart of flesh. And I will put My 
Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in My statutes, and ye shall
keep My judgments, and do them.” 
Ezekiel 36:26–27.

This kind of obedience from 
the heart is not legalism; it is New 
Covenant Christianity.

The issue which we have been 
considering is not whether we
should obey or not. The issue is not 
whether God’s law is valid or abol-
ished. These questions have been 
seĴled in God’s Word forever. The 
great issue is: what is the underly-
ing motive in our obedience? All 
our obedience must spring from 
sincere love and gratitude to our
wonderful Lord; and also respect 
and love for our fellow men. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ is the most 
reasonable and wonderful way of 
life in our world. To faithfully obey 
the gospel with loving and grateful 
hearts brings true joy, peace, and 
the hope of eternal life. Christians 
who will be ready to meet Jesus at 
His glorious appearing are de-
scribed in Revelation “Here are
they that keep the commandments 
of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

Adrian C. Woods is a retired Seventh-
day Adventist minister who has served 
the Lord faithfully. He writes from Pla-
cerville, California.
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T he fiĞy-eighth chapter of 
Isaiah should be studied 
carefully and prayerfully. 

Here God’s messengers are given 
a direct, forcible message: “Cry 
aloud, spare not, liĞ up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and show my people 
their transgression, and the house 
of Jacob their sins.” It is to church-
members that this message is to be 
given, to those who suppose that 
they are righteous, who take delight 
in approaching to God. “They seek 
me daily,” God declares, “and de-
light to know my ways, as a nation 
that did righteousness; and forsook 
not the ordinance of their God: they 
ask of me the ordinances of justice; 
they take delight in approaching to 
God.” Verse 2.

But they do not delight them-
selves in the truth. If they searched 
the Scriptures with a heart free 
from pride and prejudice, their eyes 
would be opened to see wonderful 
things in the law of God. But to ac-
cept the truth involves a cross, and 
therefore they reject it. They think 
they are righteous, but their right-
eousness is self-righteousness.

The people described in this 
chapter realize that they have 
not the favor of God; but instead 
of seeking His favor in His own 
way, they enter into a controversy 
with Him. Why, they ask, since we 
observe many ceremonies, does the 

Lord not give us special recogni-
tion? “Wherefore have we fasted, 
. . . and thou seest not? wherefore 
have we afflicted our soul, and thou 
takest no knowledge?” Verse 3.

God answers, “Behold, in the 
day of your fast ye find pleasure, 
and exact all your labors. Behold, 
ye fast for strife and debate, and to 
smite with the fist of wickedness: 
ye shall not fast as ye do this day, 
to make your voice to be heard on 
high.” Verse 4.

The fasts observed by these 
worshipers are a mere pretense, a 
mockery of humility. They retain 
all their objectionable traits of char-
acter. Their hearts are not cleansed 
from defilement. They have not 
received the soĞening showers of 
the grace of God. They are destitute 
of the Holy Spirit, destitute of the 
sweetness of its influence. They 
manifest no repentance, no faith 
that works by love. They are unjust 
and selfish in their dealing with 
their fellow men, mercilessly op-
pressing those whom they regard 
as their inferiors. Yet they complain 
because God does not exalt them 
above all others because of their 
righteousness.

The Lord sends them a message 
of positive reproof, showing plainly 
why they are not visited by His 
grace. “Is it such a fast that I have 
chosen?” He asks, “a day for a man 

The message God sends through His servants will be met with scorn and 
derision from unfaithful shepherds.

The message God sends through His servants will be met with scorn and 
derision from unfaithful shepherds.

to afflict his soul? is it to bow down 
his head as a bulrush, and to spread 
sackcloth and ashes under him? 
Wilt thou call this a fast, and an ac-
ceptable day to the Lord?” Verse 5.

Will they accept this reproof, 
and pray for true repentance? Will 
they put away their sins and ask for 
pardon? Will they bring the atmo-
sphere of heaven into their families, 
and into their association with their 
fellow men?

The Lord says, “Is not this the 
fast that I have chosen? to loose the 
bands of wickedness to undo the 
heavy burdens, and to let the op-
pressed go free, and that ye break 
every yoke? Is it not to deal thy 
bread to the hungry, and that thou 
bring the poor that are cast out to 
thy house? when thou seest the na-
ked, that thou cover him, and that 
thou hide not thyself from thine 
own flesh?” Verses 6–7.

Here are laid down the duties 
devolving upon those who claim 
to be Christ’s followers. Those 
who are truly connected with the 
Saviour will reveal this connection 
by doing the works of mercy here 
outlined.

And to those who obey this 
command is given the promise, 
“Then shall thy light break forth 
as the morning, and thine health 
shall spring forth speedily: and thy 
righteousness shall go before thee; 

The message God sends through His servants will be met with scorn andThe message God sends through His servants will be met with scorn and
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rested from His work, and He sanc-
tified and blessed the day on which 
He rested, giving it to man as a day 
of rest. It is to be a sign between 
Him and His people forever. 

He says to those who live in 
this age of the world: “If thou turn 
away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy 
day; and call the Sabbath a delight, 
the holy of the Lord, honorable; 
and shalt honor Him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine 
own pleasure, nor speaking thine 
own words: then shalt thou delight 
thyself in the Lord; and I will cause 
thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth, and feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob thy father.” Verses 
13–14.

God has a message for the sin-
ners in Zion, and the bearing of this 
message is the work before Sev-

enth-day Adventists. The warning 
must be given. “Cry aloud, spare 
not, liĞ up thy voice like a trum-
pet.” Be earnest and decided. Make 
no concessions to transgressors. 
Bear the message to all peoples, 
nations, and kindreds, telling them 
that God has a law which is as high 
above man-made laws as heaven is 
above the earth. Let not the truth 
languish upon your lips. Let not 
your words be words of peace and 
safety. Say not to the transgres-
sors, It does not maĴer what you 

believe. Say to the people, as Christ 
said to Moses, “Six days may work 
be done; but in the seventh is the 
Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lќџё.” 
Exodus 31:15.

A message of eternal importance 
is to be borne to those nigh and to 
those afar off. Let God’s messengers 
form no confederacy with those 
who, aĞer hearing the message, 
refuse to search the Scriptures to 
see whether or not these things are 
so. God’s servants are to deal with 
evil as He has directed. They are to 
make no covenant with the world. 

The instruction which God gave 
to Moses for Israel is for us today: 
“Take heed to thyself, lest thou 
make a covenant with the inhabit-
ants of the land whither thou goest, 
lest it be for a snare in the midst of 
thee.” Exodus 34:12. Satan works 
through those who do not acknowl-
edge God as their Ruler. “Ye shall 
destroy their altars, break their im-
ages, and cut down their groves: for 
thou shalt worship no other god: for 
the Lќџё, whose name is Jealous, is 
a jealous God.” Verses 13–14.

The message God sends through 
His servants will be scorned and 
derided by unfaithful shepherds, 
who tread down with their feet 
the feed of the pastures, giving the 
flock as food that which they have 
defiled. “Woe be unto the pastors 
that destroy and scaĴer the sheep 
of My pasture! saith the Lќџё.” Jer-
emiah 23:1. No outward nearness to 
God will screen from divine wrath 
those who trample under their feet 
the law of Jђѕќѣюѕ. 

God will render to every man 
according to his deeds; “to them 
who by patient continuance in well 
doing seek for glory and honour 

the glory of the Lord shall be thy 
rereward. Then shalt thou call, and 
the Lord shall answer; thou shalt 
cry, and He shall say, Here I am. 
If thou take away from the midst 
of thee the yoke, the puĴing forth 
of the finger, and speaking vanity; 
and if thou draw out thy soul to 
the hungry, and satisfy the afflicted 
soul; then shall thy light rise in 
obscurity, and thy darkness be as 
the noonday: and the Lord shall 
guide thee continually, and satisfy 
thy soul in drought, and make fat 
thy bones: and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not.

“And they that shall be of thee 
shall build the old waste places: 
thou shalt raise up the foundations 
of many generations; and thou 
shalt be called, The repairer of the 
breach, The restorer of paths to 

dwell in.” Verses 8–12. Notice the 
work that is to be done. A breach is 
to be repaired, and the Lord gives 
His ambassadors a message to bear 
to the people, calling upon them to 
do this work.

The Sabbath command has been 
set aside by human authority. Men 
have torn down God’s holy day, and 
have exalted in its stead a common 
working day. Thus God has been 
greatly dishonored. The Sabbath is 
His memorial of creation. AĞer He 
had finished creating the world, He 

A message of eternal importance is to be 
borne to those nigh and to those afar off.
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and immortality, eternal life: but 
unto them that are contentious, 
and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness, indignation and 
wrath. . . . As many as have sinned 
without law shall also perish 
without law: and as many as have 
sinned in the law shall be judged 
by the law; (for not the hearers of 
the law are just before God, but the 
doers of the law shall be justified).” 
Romans 2:7–8, 12–13.

God will not treat men accord-
ing to the position they occupy, 
according to their possessions, or 
their color, but according to the 
character they have formed. Thus 
will be decided the case of each 
one. The punishment of those who 
have had abundant opportunity to 
know the truth, but who in blind-
ness and unbelief have contended 
against God and His messengers, 
will be proportionate to the light 
they have rejected. God greatly 
favored them, giving them pecu-
liar advantages and giĞs, that they 
might let their light shine forth to 
others. But in their perversity they 
led others astray. God will judge 
them for the good they might have 
done, but did not. He will call them 
to account for their misused op-
portunities. 

They turned from God’s way 
to their own way, and they will be 
judged according to their works. By 
walking contrary to the principles 
of the truth, they greatly dishon-
ored God. They became fools in His 
sight by turning His truth into a lie. 
As they have been distinguished by 
the mercies bestowed on them, so 
they will be distinguished by the 
severity of their punishment.  

Review and Herald, June 25, 1901.

Ellen G. White, 1827–1915, received the 
spiritual gift of prophecy, and the fruits 

of her life and work ac-
cord with the biblical 
tests of a true messen-
ger of God. To this day, 
her counsels are an in-
calculable blessing to 
God’s people around 
the world.

I believe that there is presently a 
terrible shaking of the church 
which will increase until the 

church is purified.
This siĞing and shaking is best 

illustrated in the following inspired 
statements:

“ ‘Whose fan is in His hand, 
and He will thoroughly purge His 
floor, and gather His wheat into 
the garner.’ MaĴhew 3:12. This 
[the crisis in Galilee–John 6] was 
one of the times of purging. By 
the words of truth, the chaff was 
being separated from the wheat.” 
The Desire of Ages, 392.
THUS IT WILL BE IN OUR DAY.

The real cause of the shaking, as 
given in Early Writings, 270, is the 
truth—the straight testimony.

“I asked the meaning of the 
shaking I had seen and was shown 
that it would be caused by the 
straight testimony called forth by 
the counsel of the True Witness 
to the Laodiceans. . . . They will 
rise up against it, and this is what 
will cause a shaking among God’s 
people.” Early Writings, 270.

“Like will aĴract like. Those 
who are drinking from the same 
fountain of blessing will draw 
nearer together. . . . 

“The pure and the base metal 
are now so mingled that only the 
discerning eye of the infinite God 
can with certainty distinguish be-
tween them. But the moral magnet 
of holiness and truth will aĴract to-
gether the pure metal, while it will 
repel the base and counterfeit.

“ ‘The great day of the Lќџё is 
near, it is near, and hasteth greatly’ 
(Zephaniah 1:14); but where do 
we behold the true advent spirit? 
Who are preparing to stand in that 
time of temptation which is just 
before us? The people to whom 
God has entrusted the sacred, 
solemn, testing truths for this 
time are sleeping at their post. 
They say by their actions: We 
have the truth; we are ‘rich, and 
increased with goods, and have 
need of nothing.’ Revelation 3:17.” 
Testimonies, vol. 5, 100–101.

“The straight testimony must be 
revived, and it will separate those 
from Israel who have ever been at 
war with the means that God has 
ordained to keep corruptions out of 
the church.” Ibid., vol. 3, 324.

“All who occupy positions in 
our institutions will be tested. If 
they will make Christ their pat-
tern, He will give them wisdom 
and knowledge and understand-
ing; they will grow in grace and 
aptitude in Christ’s way; their 
characters will be molded aĞer His 
similitude. If they fail of keeping 
the way of the Lord, another spirit 
will control the mind and judg-
ment, and they will plan without 
the Lord and will take their own 
course and leave the positions they 
have occupied. The light has been 
given them; if they depart from 
it, let no man present a bribe to 
induce them to remain. They will 
be a hindrance and a snare. The 
time has come when everything is 

This Is What I Believe
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Jesus Christ is our only security in these 
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to be shaken that can be shaken, 
that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain. Hebrews 12:27. 
Every case is coming in review 
before God; He is measuring the 
temple and the worshipers therein. 
Revelation 11:1–2.” Ibid., vol. 7, 219.

The shaking that is now going 
on will finally separate the wheat 
from the tares. The following 
inspired statements will help us to 
understand the seriousness of this 
shaking and our apostasy.

“God leads His people on, step 
by step. He brings them up to dif-
ferent points calculated to manifest 
what is in the heart. Some endure 
at one point, but fall off at the next. 
At every advanced point the heart 
is tested and tried a liĴle closer. If 
the professed people of God find 
their hearts opposed to this straight 
work, it should convince them that 
they have a work to do to overcome, 
if they would not be spewed out of 
the mouth of the Lord. . . . Individu-
als are tested and proved a length 
of time to see if they will sacrifice 
their idols and heed the counsel of 
the True Witness. If any will not 
be purified through obeying the 
truth, and overcome their selfish-
ness, their pride, and evil passions, 
the angels of God have the charge: 
‘They are joined to their idols, let 
them alone’ (see Hosea 4:17), and 
they pass on to their work, leaving 
these with their sinful traits unsub-
dued, to the control of evil angels.” 
Ibid., vol. 1, 187.

“While we are burdened and 
distressed, but waiting in patient 
submission, our invisible Helper 
will be doing the work we do not 
see, and will bring to pass in His 
providence events which will either 
work reformations, or will separate 
these halĢearted, world-loving 
members from the believers.” The 
Story of Our Health Message, 444.

“The great issue so near at hand 
will weed out those whom God has 
not appointed and He will have 
a pure, true, sanctified ministry 
prepared for the laĴer rain.” Selected 
Messages, book 3, 385.

Before the “Midnight Cry” 
all were asleep. Before the “loud 
cry” all are asleep. “One class in 
unconcern and abandonment of 
their faith, the other class patiently 
waiting till clearer light should be 
given.” The Great Controversy, 394. 
The wise virgins had oil—the Spirit 
of God; the foolish virgins had 
grieved away the Spirit. Their oil 
was gone. These foolish virgins go 
to buy additional oil but what they 
“purchase” is a counterfeit spirit of 
righteousness. When they knock, 
the Master says, “I do not know 
you.” What they possess is not His 
righteousness. See Ibid.

Rejecting the testimony of the 
True Witness, the great majority, 
under the leadership of men of 
“talent and pleasing address” (Ibid., 
608), will accept false theories, and 
a counterfeit righteousness. The 
shaking is also brought about by 
“the introduction of false theories.”

“When the shaking comes, by 
the introduction of false theories, 

these surface readers, anchored 
nowhere, are like shiĞing sand. 

They slide into any position 
to suit the tenor of their feel-
ings of biĴerness.” Testimo-
nies to Ministers, 112.

“God will arouse His 
people; if other means 
fail, heresies will come in 
among them, which will 
siĞ them, separating the 
chaff from the wheat.” 
Testimonies, vol. 5, 707.

“Satan will work his 
miracles to deceive; he 

will set up his power as supreme. 
The church may appear as about to 
fall, but it does not fall. It remains, 
while the sinners in Zion will be 
siĞed out—the chaff separated 
from the precious wheat. This is 
a terrible ordeal, but nevertheless 
it must take place. None but those 
who have been overcoming by the 
blood of the Lamb and the word of 
their testimony (Revelation 12:11) 
will be found with the loyal and 
true, without spot or stain of sin, 
without guile in their mouths. 
We must be divested of our self-
righteousness and arrayed in the 
righteousness of Christ.

“The remnant that purify their 
souls by obeying the truth gather 
strength from the trying process, 
exhibiting the beauty of holiness 
amid the surrounding apostasy. All 
these, He says, ‘I have graven . . . 
upon the palms of My hands’ Isaiah 
49:16. They are held in everlasting, 
imperishable remembrance. We 
want faith now, living faith. We 
want to have a living testimony that 
shall cut to the heart of the sinner. 
There is too much sermonizing and 
too liĴle ministering. We want the 
holy unction. We need the spirit 
and fervor of the truth. Many of 
the ministers are half paralyzed by 
their own defects of character. They 
need the converting power of God.” 
Selected Messages, book 2, 380.

I believe that two parties are 
now developing in the church and 
new spiritual life is coming from 
heaven to those who are obedient to 
all truth.

“Therefore be ye also ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.” 
MaĴhew 24:44.

“This is our message, the very 
message that the three angels 
flying in the midst of heaven are 
proclaiming. The work to be done 
now is that of sounding this last 
message of mercy to a fallen world. 
A new life is coming from heaven 
and taking possession of all God’s 
people. But divisions will come in 
the church. Two parties will be de-
veloped. The wheat and tares grow 
up together for the harvest.

10 Our Firm Foundation
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“The work will grow deeper 
and become more earnest to the 
very close of time. And all who are 
laborers together with God will 
contend most earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints. They 
will not be turned from the present 
message, which is already lighten-
ing the earth with its glory. Noth-
ing is worth contending for but the 
glory of God. The only rock that 
will stand is the Rock of Ages. The 
truth as it is in Jesus is the refuge in 
these days of error.” Ibid., 114.

The wheat and tares are becom-
ing more distinct. I believe that 
we are at the very end of the great 
controversy and the coming of our 
Lord and Saviour is at the door.

“The world is a theater; the ac-
tors, its inhabitants, are preparing 
to act their part in the last great 
drama. With the great masses of 
mankind there is no unity, except 
as men confederate to accomplish 
their selfish purposes. God is look-
ing on. His purposes in regard to 
His rebellious subjects will be ful-
filled. The world has not been given 
into the hands of men, though God 
is permiĴing the elements of confu-
sion and disorder to bear sway for 
a season. A power from beneath 
is working to bring about the last 
great scenes in the drama—Satan 
coming as Christ, and working 
with all deceivableness of unrigh-
teousness in those who are bind-
ing themselves together in secret 
societies. Those who are yielding 
to the passion for confederation 
are working out the plans of the 
enemy. The cause will be followed 
by the effect.

“Transgression has almost 
reached its limit. Confusion fills 
the world, and a great terror is soon 
to come upon human beings. The 
end is very near. We who know the 
truth should be preparing for what 
is soon to break upon the world as 
an overwhelming surprise.

“John writes: ‘And I saw a great 
white throne, and Him that sat on 
it, from whose face the earth and 
the heaven fled away; and there 
was found no place for them. And 
I saw the dead, small and great, 

stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and 
another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: 
and the dead were judged 
out of those things which 
were wriĴen in the books, 
according to their works.’ 
Revelation 20:11–12.

“Are we as a people 
asleep? Oh, if the young 
men and young women in 
our institutions who are now 
unready for the Lord’s appear-
ing, unfiĴed to become members 
of the Lord’s family, could only 
discern the signs of the times, what 
a change would be seen in them! 
The Lord Jesus is calling for self-
denying workers to follow in His 
footsteps, to walk and work for 
Him, to liĞ the cross, and to follow 
where He leads the way.

“Many are readily satisfied with 
offering the Lord trifling acts of 
service. Their Christianity is feeble. 
Christ gave Himself for sinners. 
With what anxiety for the salvation 
of souls we should be filled as we 
see human beings perishing in sin! 
These souls have been bought at 
an infinite price. The death of the 
Son of God on Calvary’s cross is the 
measure of their value. Day by day 
they are deciding whether they will 
have eternal life or eternal death. 
And yet men and women profess-
ing to serve the Lord are content 
to occupy their time and aĴention 
with maĴers of liĴle importance. 
They are content to be at variance 
with one another. If they were con-
secrated to the work of the Master, 
they would not be striving and 
contending like a family of unruly 
children. Every hand would be 
engaged in service. Everyone would 
be standing at his post of duty, 
working with heart and soul as a 
missionary of the cross of Christ. 
The spirit of the Redeemer would 
abide in the hearts of the laborers, 
and works of righteousness would 
be wrought. The workers would 
carry with them into their service 
the prayers and sympathy of an 
awakened church. They would 
receive their directions from Christ 

and 
would 
find no time 
for strife and contention.” Testimo-
nies, vol. 8, 27–29.  

Ron Spear, author 
and revivalist, has 
served the church for 
over 50 years, in both 
denominational and 
self-supporting lines, 
as a missionary, union 
department secretary, 

evangelist, pastor, Field Secretary for 
the Review and Herald, and editor of 
Our Firm Foundation.

This article was 
taken from This is 
What I Believe, 58–62. 
This book is avail-
able from Hope In-
ternational for $4.99 
plus shipping and 
sales tax.
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a speeding airport staff bus. It took 
a few years to recover from the ac-
cident. Shortly aĞer this, I broke up 
with a boyfriend I had been living 
with. The trauma, personal loss, 
and severe depression I experienced 
made me wonder what the purpose 
of life and suffering was. Without 
really being aware of it, I began to 
call on the God I didn’t even know 
existed. It was at this time that 
I became deeply involved in the 
“alternative” societies and moved 
away from my material lifestyle.

My boyfriend’s mother hap-
pened to be a Seventh-day Adven-
tist, but that didn’t mean much to 
me then. The Christian religion 
was completely irrelevant and 
unaĴractive to me. However, I 
had, always had a strong aĴrac-
tion to the strange and mysterious, 
having devoured books such as 
Lopsang Rampa’s Third Eye, and 
many other Theosophical Soci-
ety books in my late teens. I had 
studied astrology and mysticism, 
and aĴended séances where I 
found “I” had power as a medium. 
This was my first contact with the 
unseen, supernatural power such 
as the glass moving of its own on 
the ouĳa board in my presence 
only. It is amazing to me now how 
naturally and easily I accepted this 
phenomenon as something normal.

A friend of mine could levi-
tate tables and other objects, and 
neither of us doubted that she too 

possessed supernatural or “psy-
chic” powers, upon which others 
and I looked with awe and envy. 
Since then, I have learned through 
personal experience that these 
phenomena are just like card tricks 
to Satan, who stands unseen in 
the midst of fascinated observers, 
manifesting just enough power to 
intrigue minds, and draw people 
gradually and subtly into his web. 
Being humans, we see no immedi-
ate harmful effects from engaging 
in such phenomena, and display 
of deep supernatural power. Satan 
knows us well, and has compel-
ling and aĴractive bait for every 
one of us, fashioned to our indi-
vidual weaknesses or preferences.

I was now totally in the “al-
ternative” or “hippie” societies, 
and lived communally with musi-
cians and others. I began smoking 
marĳuana and experimenting with 
a few other drugs (but not hard 
drugs such as heroin). Whatever 
someone recommended was suf-
ficient for me to try. I was involved 
in all sorts of occult, psychic 
“sciences,” and so-called eastern 
religions’ mystical “arts.” I was 
initiated into a yoga group called 
the Samkhyan Association, having 
my own “guru” (a psychologist and 
chiropractor by occupation, who 
also taught the “hidden” aspects 
of yoga). He told me that if I were 
to teach yoga (which I wanted to 
do) I would have to learn to “wor- Ph
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I was raised in a non-religious 
home with a mother who re-
tained her strong belief in God 

from her early church-going days. 
Although she had become a non-
practicing Christian, she ensured 
that I received a basic Sunday-
school teaching. My father was the 
main reason she stopped aĴend-
ing church, as he was a professed 
atheist, an alcoholic, and made 
everyone miserable. About the age 
of 12, I rebelled against religion 
and followed my own strong will. 
By 14, I was drinking and smoking 
quite heavily, and doing whatever 
I wanted to do. My father’s disci-
plinary measures seemed hypo-
critical and meaningless to me.

At 18, I moved away from 
home to Sydney, Australia, where 
I shared housing with some male 
homosexual friends I had made, 
and became involved in an almost 
non-stop party life. My friends 
and I mixed with people from 
theatrical and arts groups and the 
hippie drug culture. We also met 
wealthy, influential, and famous 
people from Australia and over-
seas. I sang in rock, country and 
jazz bands from my teens up to my 
twenties, and hoped to make this 
my career. I lived on a continual 
social merry-go-round for years, 
with no thought of consequences.

 In my mid-twenties, I stepped 
out onto a pedestrian crossing on 
my way to work and was struck by 

a speeding airport staff bus. It took possessed supernatural or psy-was raised in a non-religious a speeding airport staff bus It took possessed supernatural or “psywas raised in a non religious

“Come now, let us reason together . . . though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” Isaiah 1:18.“Come now, let us reason together . . . though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow.” Isaiah 1:18.l h h h b l h h ll b
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ship Shiva.” The group he taught 
even had their own “ten command-
ments” posted on the wall, which 
were instructions on how to get rid 
of our consciences and guilt. This 
philosophy, tragically, has become 
a platform for much psychological 
practice today: forget “rights” and 
“wrongs,” or belief in moral ac-
countability to anyone (least of all 
any “higher Being”) You answer to 
no-one but yourself, and by encour-
aging the “inner” self, you can even 
heal yourself of illness and bring 
things into your life by the power 
of your will, development and pro-
jection of the power “within you.” 
YOU become, in effect, God. This 
is also, of course, the foundation of 
the New Age teachings. Satan’s lie 
(Genesis 3:2–5) has never changed—
his “promise” that men can become 
“gods” has just taken on more 
subtle and sophisticated forms.

Tantra yoga, which my “guru” 
taught asserts that there are cer-
tain energy centers in different 
parts of the body called “chakras,” 
one of which is seated at the base 
of the spine. The energy, called 
“Kundalini” energy, can sup-
posedly be brought up along the 
spine through meditation until 
it “ignites” the “chakras.” When 
one aĴains the “chakra,” which is 
the third eye at the centre of the 
forehead, one has purportedly 
aĴained “God-consciousness,” 
supreme or cosmic conscious-
ness, and unity with the “energy 
form” of God. In these philoso-
phies, God is a mere energy form.

At this time I was living with 
a longhaired rock musician. He 
was a strong, gentle person, and 
I respected him because of these 
qualities. I was now more involved 
with eastern religions and mysti-
cism and I told him of some of my 
experiences. He warned me against 
continuing, as his ex-wife had been 
very involved in the same sort of 
things, and one evening a large 
black pentagram shape appeared in 
the flesh on her back, which terri-
fied her. We had many discussions, 
and late one night I happened to 

ask “What IS truth?” To my great 
surprise he went to a closet and 
came back with a Bible and put it 
in front of me. He said, “That is the 
Truth! Did you know it contains 
the description of the end of the 
world?” I was astounded, as the 
Bible was just a dusty old book to 
me. I did nothing, but skimmed 
through a few pages of Revela-
tion, since I couldn’t understand 
the symbolic language. Typically, 
I did not listen to his warning.

I was now meeting powerful 
people in the “hippie” society. 
Several appeared to telepathically 
communicate with, and “guide” my 
thinking, which was both frighten-
ing and fascinating to me. I shared 
a house with friends. One of them 
claimed to be a “white” magician 
who meditated for long hours 
daily. He told me that he had in 
fact “brought me” to live with him 
by the use of meditative power. 

 Shortly aĞer this, while seĴling 
down to begin meditation one day, 
I became aware of a supernatural 
presence in the room. This invis-
ible being started to knock on the 
walls, and aĞer a few minutes, I 
found out that if I was thinking 

a thought it approved of it would 
rap just once, but if I was having 
“incorrect” thoughts, it would 
make several raps. It was actually 
“guiding” my thinking into certain 
channels! Again I found this both 
frightening and exciting. I had at 
last “made contact!” (Although I 
had no idea with what or whom!) 
I continued to encourage this 
communication with the invis-
ible power daily. Very soon I was 
receiving “word messages” in my 
mind—as if someone was speaking 
without sound, or writing thoughts, 
into my mind. This power told me 
I was to “bring a second Christ 
child into the world,” and that 
something was going to happen 
to our planet! I have since heard 
of others who have had similar 
frightening telepathic experiences.

I also received visual manifesta-
tions with some messages. Once, 
while meditating, I looked down 
into my abdomen and saw a large, 
slithering serpent coiling inside. 
(Kundalini energy is described as 
coiling like a serpent at the base 
of the spine, and I presume Satan 
took advantage of my having that 
knowledge.) At another time, I saw 
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Christ on the cross inside myself. I 
believed this was God communicat-
ing with me and guiding me. Some, 
especially those familiar with 
psychology, may aĴribute these 
events to a type of drug-induced 
psychosis. However, I have never 
taken heavy drugs, and marĳuana 
does not give strong visual halluci-
nations. There is one, Buddha grass, 
that I have experienced that distorts 
visual experience, but not to this 
extent! Additionally, these events 
occurred even when I had not used 
marĳuana at all. I had never experi-
enced hallucinations or “telepathic 
messages” in my life before. Some 
of the most frightening experiences 
occurred a considerable time aĞer I 
had given up marĳuana altogether.

I discovered that I could walk 
up to any person, take their hand, 
and, with the presence of this 
invisible “power,” could read their 
past lives easily from their palms. 
I would walk into a wine bar or a 
party, ask someone if they wanted 
their palm read, and this super-
natural power would put thoughts 
or impressions in my mind. I was 
welcomed everywhere as a “psy-
chic” with an impressive degree of 
accuracy. The fact that these things 
were occurring was amazing and 
somewhat bewildering to me, but I 
believed I was on the “road to God 
consciousness,” one of the “cho-
sen,” a recipient of special messages 
and “Godly design and purpose.” 

I did not know then that this 
was Satan, or another evil angel, 
puĴing thoughts into my mind. 
Of course, people’s past lives were 
accurately described because Satan 
knows everyone’s past! This is one 
of his biggest “baits,” as it imme-
diately hooks people in so they 
will listen with rapt aĴention to his 
predictions for the future—and he 
oĞen can predict a good deal about 
our futures because he studies our 
personalities, likes and dislikes, 
tendencies, changing circumstances 
and our responses, plans, and 
weaknesses—and then he works 
to bring about his own designs, 
to strengthen a person’s belief 
in “fortune-telling” when some 

of his “predictions” take place. 
Satan puts thoughts directly into 
people’s minds about things that 
are happening, have happened, or 
which he can see will most likely 
happen, due to mere cause and 
effect, and the choices we are most 
likely to make. People believe this 
is “clairvoyance” on the part of 
the “giĞed” human instrument.

Not long aĞer, the message 
came to me that I was to become 
some sort of human sacrifice, and I 
experienced great fear and anxiety. 
I thought if I told anyone about 
these things they would think I 
was crazy, or given to “psychotic 
episodes,” but the messages and 
their control over my life and 
thoughts were becoming stronger. 
The “chakras” in the palms of my 
hands at times seemed to glow 
with a soĞ white light, and formed 
the shape of a heart in one palm, 
an open lotus flower in the other. I 
had a friend whom I took into my 
confidence and told about some 
of these events. One day he com-
mented that there was a strange 
and nasty odour around me—and 
I am a very clean person! About a 
week later, two friends called into 
the communal house where I lived 
and both made remarks about a 
“terrible odour” coming from the 
room of the “white magician,” 
who told me, later, that he had 
been “meditating on me.”  

In the next issue, the author dem-
onstrates the power of our Lord 
Jesus Christ over evil and the vic-
tory that awaits all who receive Him 
in their lives as Lord and King.

Diane Styles writes from Melbourne, 
Australia, where she is fervently serv-
ing the Lord by sharing with others the 
good things He has done for her and 
how He has had compassion on her.

In Part 1 of the article Dr. Pipim 
indicated to us the reasons usually 
given for resorting to worldly preach-
ing methods among our ranks. In 
part 2, he refutes these fickle rea-
sons using Scripture.—Editors

Worldly Entertainment to 
Communicate the Gospel?

I t is oĞen suggested that be-
fore we can reach the world 
with the gospel, we have to 

employ the world’s methods to 
proclaim Christ’s truth. But this 
reasoning is indefensible for at 
least two important reasons: (1) 
Worldly methods trivialize the 
message; (2) Worldly methods 
are contrary to biblical teaching.

1 Trivializing the Message
Even if we are actually pro-

claiming the everlasting gospel, 
we trivialize and cheapen the 
importance of the message when 
we adopt the world’s entertain-
ment methods to communicate the 
truth. Entertainment is entertain-
ment and is generally not taken 
seriously by the public as a vehicle 
to proclaim important messages. If 
we adopt entertainment elements 
such as rock music, drama, clowns, 
puppets, and magicians, our mes-
sage will fail to make any real 
moral demand upon the hearers.

If it is true that rock music 
(disguised as praise music and 
praise dancing) is the most ef-
fective medium to reach young 
people today, why is it that math 
teachers and chemistry professors 
don’t set their classes to heavy-
beat and hip-swinging music? 
Why don’t politicians employ 
clowns and illusionists to pres-
ent their political messages?

Common sense tells us that 
these entertainment media are 
not the most credible methods to 
communicate serious messages. A 
doctor, meeting an apprehensive Ph
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Worldly preaching methods in the form of entertainment do 

liĴle to touch the sin ridden soul to move it to repentance.
y p g

liĴle to touch the sin ridden soul to move it too repentance.
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Gospel Gimmicks:
The Foolishness of Preaching

OR
The Preaching of Foolishness
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patient, does not dress like a clown 
in order to tell his patient that she 
has cancer. If a doctor who wants to 
be taken seriously does not resort to 
this kind of frivolity, isn’t it folly to 
announce God’s message of warn-
ing and judgment to a dying world 
by resorting to entertainment?

Jesus did not use the gimmicks 
of entertainment to proclaim His 
Sermon on the Mount. On the day 
of Pentecost, Peter did not set up 
a drum set or ask Mary to lead 
out in praise dancing to announce 
the resurrection of Jesus and His 
enthronement in heaven. And Paul 
did not persuade people on Mars 
Hill using gospel magicians.

We are self-deceived if we 
believe that drums, disco lights, 
costumes, illusions, and loud 
noises are capable of representing 
the infinite holiness and mercy of 
God to a lost generation. Those 
of us who resort to these worldly 
gimmicks can only do so because 
we serve a different god from the 
One the apostles worshiped.

The apostle Paul makes it clear 
that the pre-eminent method of 
proclaiming spiritual truth is by 
the spoken Word. “It pleased 
God by the foolishness of preach-
ing to save them that believe. . . . 
Because the foolishness of God 
is wiser than men; and the weak-
ness of God is stronger than 
men.” 1 Corinthians 1:21, 25.

2 Contrary to Scripture
It is a mistake for us to think 

that the world will embrace our 
message when we use worldly 
methods. The New Testament 
tells us that when Christ came 
to the world, “the world knew 
Him not” (John 1:10), for He was 
“not of this world” (John 8:23). 
What makes us believe that we 
can succeed where Christ failed?

Jesus Himself mentioned that 
Christians “are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world” (John 
17:16; see also verses 9, 14). He 
stated emphatically that the works 
of this world are evil (John 7:7). 
He said that true believers are not 
of the world and prayed that they 
should be kept from its evil ways 
(John 17:14–15). Because the Spirit 
of God stands against the spirit of 
the world (1 Corinthians 2:12), the 
gospel should not be presented in 
such a way as to be coupled with 
the standards of the world. “And be 
not conformed to this world: but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God.” Romans 12:2.

The apostles also taught that 
“friendship of the world is enmity 
with God” (James 4:4) and that the 
world pollutes the believer (James 
1:27). Therefore, Christians are 
urged: “Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If 

any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him. For all 
that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world.” 1 John 2:15–16.

We depart from biblical teach-
ing when we think today’s so-called 
gospel rock, gospel clowns, gospel 
magicians, and other forms of gos-
pel entertainment can legitimately 
be employed to communicate spiri-
tual truth. The Scriptures teach that 
the world is on its own, “without 
hope, and without God” (Ephesians 
2:12). Therefore, instead of bor-
rowing worldly methods to reach 
the world, Christians are sent forth 
like the apostle Paul, “to open their 
eyes, and to turn them from dark-
ness to light, and from the power 
of Satan unto God” Acts 26:18.

Bait-and-Hook Evangelism?
It is oĞen suggested that because 

most people—especially young 
people—don’t want to listen to 
the gospel, we have to “bait” them 
with gospel entertainment and 
gimmicks. Once we aĴract them 
by these contemporary methods, 
then we can “hook” them with the 
true message. The proof text to 
justify the use of worldly methods 
to reach people is Paul’s statement:

“And unto the Jews I became as 
a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; . . . 
to them that are without law . . . 
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that I might gain them that are 
without law. To the weak became I 
as weak, that I might gain the weak: 
I am made all things to all men, that 
I might by all means save some.” 
1 Corinthians 9:20–22. Thus, some 
argue, we must employ what-
ever people like to hear in order 
to get a hearing for the gospel.

But the context of the passage 
reveals that Paul was talking about 
preaching (see verse 16), not the 
use of worldly methods of evan-
gelism. The apostle stated that in 
his preaching and witnessing he 
always tailored his message to suit 
the level of un-
derstanding of his 
hearers. In other 
words, he always 
spoke appropri-
ately. Therefore 
1 Corinthians 9 
does not teach that 
Paul employed 
or encouraged 
the “bait and 
hook” method for 
evangelism. On the 
contrary, he per-
suaded the people 
from the Word of 
God using preach-
ing as his method.

Moreover, 
God’s church has 
been divinely 
entrusted with the 
everlasting gospel. This steward-
ship is a great privilege. But it is 
also a solemn responsibility. For “it 
is required in stewards, that a man 
be found faithful.” (1 Corinthians 
4:2). The faithfulness to which the 
church has been called compels 
us to preserve the integrity of the 
message by preserving the method 
we employ to communicate it.

The apostle Paul therefore urges 
us not to try to “catch” people 
with the entertainment “bait” 
so we can “hook” them with the 
gospel. He writes: “For our ex-
hortation was not of deceit, nor 
of uncleanness, nor in guile: but 
as we were allowed of God to be 
put in trust with the gospel, even 

so we speak; not as pleasing men, 
but God, which trieth our hearts. 
For neither at any time used we 
flaĴering words, as ye know, nor 
a cloke of covetousness; God is 
witness.” 1 Thessalonians 2:3–5.

Note the following two facts 
from this passage. First, the Greek 
word translated “deceit” (plane) 
means error. The ultimate issue on 
any subject should always be truth. 
“The Gospel is either true or it is 
not. Paul stakes his entire life on 
the truth of the Gospel. There’s a 
tendency in our day to judge values 
by the wrong standard. ‘Does it 

work?’ is oĞen asked more than 
‘Is it true?’ The test of the validity 
of the Gospel is truth. The danger 
in preaching to aĴract an audi-
ence is obvious. It is too readily 
disguised to provide solutions 
that work rather than truth that is 
to be confronted. The acid test for 
every sermon or Bible class must 
be: Is it true? If Christ is presented 
[merely] as a means by which we 
can be successful, happy, or what-
ever, we are betraying the Gospel 
of God. We are guilty of deceit 
and error even though we may be 
successful in drawing followers.”1

Second the Greek word 
dolos, translated “guile” in 
1 Thessalonians 2:3, means “trick,” 

“bait,”  “craĞ,” “subtilty,” or “de-
coy”. There is no place for trickery 
or manipulation in evangelism. 
Thus the NIV translates the passage 
as: “For the appeal we make does 
not spring from error or impure 
motives, nor are we trying to trick 
you.” All emphasis supplied.

We must not employ “deceit” in 
the proclamation of the gospel. Our 
message must determine the meth-
od. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 1 
that when the Jews wanted to see 
miracles and the Greeks wanted to 
hear worldly wisdom, he refused to 
bow to their tastes and desires be-
cause God had commanded him to 
preach the gospel. Effective preach-
ing is always the preferred biblical 
method to proclaim the gospel.

Encouraging Youth 
Involvement

We sometimes hear that the 
use of these contemporary meth-
ods of entertainment is the only 
way to involve young people in 
church life. Advocates argue that 
because young people have many 
wonderful talents and abilities, 
the church must give them “a 
piece of the pie.” They further 
claim that failing to allow them to 
employ their unique giĞs in the 
worship and outreach activities of 
the church makes young people 
lose interest in the church.

This argument is not entirely ac-
curate, nor is it biblical. Throughout 
history, young people have been 
active in the life and ministry of the 
church. But what set these youth-
ful pioneers apart from many of 
today’s youth is that they were con-
verted and studious Bible students. As 
such, they would not bring them-
selves to using worldly entertain-
ment methods in the Lord’s service.

Many of today’s young people 
have special giĞs and abilities. But 
giĞedness in performing certain 
functions does not necessarily mean 
those abilities should be employed 
in spiritual worship or outreach. 
The fact that a person can play a set 
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In the last issue, we discussed the 
properties of clay including its ab-
sorption power, which gives it an 
inherent ability to suck out impuri-
ties and toxins from the body, in-
ternally and externally.—Editors

How to Prepare Clay

Prepare clay in a deep bowl. 
Use a container made of glass, 
porcelain, wood, or plastic. Never 
use a metallic bowl such as alu-
minum, copper or steel. Fill the 
container with spring water and 
sprinkle the clay powder over it. 
Keep on mixing until you get a 
consistent, homogeneous paste, 
not very concentrated. Let the 
clay rest for 2 hours before use. 
Handle it as liĴle as possible.

With a wooden spoon, spread 
an even layer of clay over the af-
fected area. The thickness may 
vary from 1/4 inch to 1 inch. Do not 
smoothen the surface; clay seĴles 
naturally when put in place. Wrap 
with a plastic or light cloth ban-
dage. When placed on an inflamed 
organ, abscess, or another purulent 
sore, the clay must be covered with 
a cabbage leaf to slow down its dry-
ing process. If the area to be treated 
is on either side of the body, like 
the kidneys, first the clay should 
be spread on a clean cloth such as 
a large bandage or gauze and then 
placed on the affected area. Let the 
clay work for 2 hours. Then remove 
it with lukewarm water and do an-
other application. Do at least 3 ap-
plications daily; never use the same 

clay twice. AĞer removing the poul-
tice, throw the used clay in the trash 
can. To maximize benefits, place 
the clay directly onto the body. 
If you are treating an ulcer or an 
open sore, the clay must be placed 
directly onto the affected flesh.

Precautions with the clay
Applications should only 

occur at least two hours before 
or two hours aĞer meals.

When treating an abscess, or 
purulent ulcer, it is necessary to 
change the application every hour, 
whenever possible. However, if 
the application dries up in half 
an hour, take it off immediately.

•  Avoid abdominal applica-
tions when menstruating and 
all applications during preg-
nancy. However, clay can be 
used by lactating mothers.  

I h l i di d h l AĞ h l

The Healing Properties of Clay! Part II
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If you have any questions 
regarding the information 
presented, please contact:

Tony Morais, ND

Hope for Health

(309) 343-5853

Disclaimer:
These articles from Dr. Tony’s desk 

are for educational purposes only and are 
not intended or implied to be a substitute 
for professional medical advice. Hope 
International does not offer medical ad-
vice or prescribe the use of diet as a form 
of treatment for sickness without the ap-
proval of a healthcare professional.

Tony Morais, NDTony Morais, NDTony Morais ND
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Last month we told about Bertha 
Dickinson, a young lady who disliked 
tobacco and decided to do something 
about her father’s pipe. When he asked 
her where it went, she took him for a 
short walk.—Editors

The heavy steps of the tired 
man and the light trip-trip of the 
liĴle girl’s feet fell together on the 
garden walk as they proceeded to 
the northwest corner of the garden, 
where Bertha pointed to a neat liĴle 
mound. At the head of it was placed 
a bit of shingle with the inscription:

“HERE LIES MY FATHER’S 
PIPE. REST FOREVER.”

The astonished parent was at 
a loss for words. He did not know 
whether to laugh or to be angry. 
Finally he concluded to do neither, 
but to try to get at the child’s mean-
ing in all this. So, siĴing down on 
an overturned wheelbarrow, he 
took Bertha on his knees and began 
to question her. “Why did you do 
this, child?”

“Because, daddy, I didn’t want 
you to die, as Mr. Thurston did. It’s 
a fact, daddy,” seeing a smile gath-
ering on his face. “I heard Dr. Bell 
say so when we were coming from 
the funeral. Miss Stevens asked 
him what was wrong with Mr. 
Thurston, and Dr. Bell said: ‘Pipe, 
Miss Stevens, pipe. He smoked 
himself out of this world and 
into—well, Miss Stevens, I can’t say 
exactly where he has gone. If folks 
get so used to their pipes here in 
this world, I don’t see what they’re 
going to do in the other. It seems 
to me they’ll want to keep up the 
smoking. I’m almost sure they can’t 
do it in heaven, for you know, Miss 

Stevens, heaven is a clean place, 
and there is not going to be any-
thing there that defiles.’ So, daddy, 
I thought I’d dig a grave and bury 
the old pipe. You won’t dig it up, 
will you?”

The farmer held his peace for a 
few minutes. Then he said slowly, 
but firmly: “No, Bertha, your father 
is no grave robber. I shall miss the 
old pipe; but I suppose I must say 
about it as we do about everything 
that’s put in the grave, ‘Thy will be 
done,’ ”

“That’s good,” said the child, 
with a kiss.

“Was that what you wanted this 
great graveyard for?” asked father, 
smiling again, and seeking to divert 
the conversation which he feared 
might get beyond his depth. “Was it 
only to bury that old pipe?”

“No, indeed,” exclaimed Bertha 
earnestly. I’m going to bury other 
things here, too. I expect I shall 
have a funeral almost every day. 
I’m going to bury old Auntie’s snuff 
next.”

“How will you get it?”
“Oh, I’ll get it! I’ll manage, 

daddy. And then there are Joe’s 
cigareĴes, and Uncle Ned’s cigars.”

Bertha proved to be a busy 
liĴle undertaker, and before the 
week had passed more than a 
dozen items had been buried in 
the new cemetery. The graves 
were all made evenly, side by 
side, exactly the same size, nicely 
rounded and turfed. At the head 
of each was a tiny board on which 
was printed some simple epitaph. 
These headboards cost the girl 
a great deal of time and labor. 

On one was: “Auntie’s Snuġox. 
Closed Forever.” On another: “Joe 
Tanner’s cigareĴes. Lost to view.” 
On the next: “Cyrus Ball’s Cigar. 
Burned out.”

The northwest corner lot was 
finally full. More than sixty neat 
liĴle graves were there in rows. The 
apple tree spread a friendly shade 
over the spot, and the blackberries 
ripened beside them; and many 
and many a visitor was taken 
slyly down the garden walk to see 
Bertha’s graveyard. But the best 
part was that for every mound in 
that quiet spot, there stood a man 
or woman redeemed from an evil 
habit, a living monument above it, 
and all alike bearing testimony to 
the faithfulness and perseverance 
of a girl who loved purity and good 
health.  

Concluded.

This article was taken 
from Ellen G. White 
Scrapbooks. The book 
is available from Hope 
International for $8.99 
plus shipping and 
sales tax (see page 30 
for details).
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Bertha’s  Unique 
Graveyard  Part 2
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The choosing of Jesus: Everything from the start of our salvation to our final home, we owe to 
God’s undeserved mercy. “We love Him, because He first loved us.” 1 John 4:19. “According as He 
hath chosen us in Him before the foundaion of the world, that we should be holy and without blame 
before Him in love.” Ephesians 1:4. 

Fruit should remain: The disciples had a fruitful ministry that did remain; billions of individuals 
have been blessed by their ministry. Their names are household words generation aĞer generation. 
Their fruitfulness was not due to their greatness, but due to the cause they served—Jesus.

The life and teachings of the disciples are an example of a fully fruitful ministry that has re-
mained. The financial empire of King Nebuchadnezzar did not endure nor did the wealth of the 
OĴoman Empire, or the gold of the Persians remain.

What we do unselfishly for others will remain in the “book of remembrance” (Malachi 3:16), 
forever. Ministry to others, in the name of Jesus is the only fruit that will abide for forever. 

It is not always the great memorial deeds that receive the eternal reward, it is the unselfish kind-
ness toward others, done in the name of Jesus that counts the most. Jesus said “I was an hungred, 
and ye gave Me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink: I was a stranger and ye took Me in: 
Naked, and ye clothed Me: I was sick, and ye visited Me: I was in prison, and ye came unto Me.” 
MaĴhew 25:35-36. 

Appointed to bear fruit: This Greek word appointed means to “ordain, to set aside.” It is the same 
word used in verse 13 of Jesus “seĴing aside” his life for others. This concept appears in Numbers 
8:10 for the ordination of Levites and in Numbers 27:18 for Moses seĴing aside Joshua for his task. 

At this point, Jesus commenced the custom of laying on of hands as he ordained the disciples for 
their mission. He appointed them to go and bear fruit, in a life of mission and adventure. If we are 
ordained and directed by God, we will bear fruit. Fruitfulness for Jesus and His cause, will be our 
constant prayer vision. 

Contributor: David A. Stramel

Note to our readers:Hope International welcomes questions that lead into a deeper understanding of 
Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy from our readers for our question and answer column.

We would also like to let our readers know that the answers we provide are not exhaustive. They 
are synopses and mind prompters that are intended to whet the readers’ desire to study the Word 
more under the tutelage of the Holy Spirit.  

Hope International
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The choosing of Jesus: Everything frThe choosing of Jesus: Everything

Question:

Answer:

QQQQQQQQQQQQuuuuuuuuuuuueeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssttttttttttttiiiiiiiiiiiiioooooooooooonnnnnnnnnnnn::::::::::::

AAAAAAAAAAAAnnnnnnnnnnnnsssssssssssswwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrr:::::::::::::

Would you please explain the meaning of the scripture found in 
John 15:16, “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your 
fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in 
my name, he may give it you.”?
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Echoes of the Pioneers
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Compiled by Dave Fiedler

n 1892 four members of the 
Springville, Tennessee, Seventh-
day Adventist Church were 

brought to trial for violating 
Sunday laws. James T. Ringgold, an 
aĴorney from Baltimore, Maryland, 
heard of the case and offered his 
services in their defense, free of 
charge. A member of the Episcopal 
Church, he nonetheless aĴended 
the 1893 General Conference ses-
sion as an observer. Because of the 
delegates’ interest in the court case, 
Ringgold was twice asked to ad-
dress the congregation.

Ladies and Gentlemen:—I will 
alter that form of address, if you 
will allow me, and call you, my 
dear friends. I think that the stron-
gest tie of friendship in the world 
must be interest in and a devotion 
to the same ideas. This is what I un-
derstand to be meant by that hymn 
you all know so well.

“Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.”1

There are many things about 
your belief which I am not yet 
thoroughly acquainted with, and on 
some points as to which I have been 
enlightened, my mind yet remains 
in abeyance.2 It is what I do know of 
your belief, and what I have discov-
ered for myself, about the character 
and lives of the men who hold it 
which has made me so earnestly de-
sirous to learn more of the religion 
and to make the acquaintance of 
more among its followers.

I may say that the first great 

principle of yours with which I 
became acquainted struck me at 
once as the most marvelous tenet 
to be seriously maintained by a 
religious organization of which I 
had ever heard—and that was the 
absolute separation, not merely of 
other churches from the state, but 
of every form of religious belief, 
including your own. How could I 
fail to be astounded? I had learned 
from all my study of history and 
philosophy, I had been taught from 
my boyhood that toleration and 
zeal could never exist together.

Here I found you, a religious 
organization equaling any in fervor 
and devotion, and surpassing 
almost all in the minute applica-
tion of your religious principles to 
every detail of your daily lives, and 
yet, not only refraining from asking 
any preference over other religions 
at the hands of the civil power, but 
actually refusing to accept any such 
preference even when tendered to 
you. I say that this is something 
which not only astounded me at 
first, but which I have never ceased 
to contemplate with admiration 
and awe. Here is a religion—and 
a Christian religion too, let us be 
thankful for that—giving the lie to 
the wisdom of the ages, in this most 
important maĴer.

I have claimed for you in the 
East among my friends of other de-
nominations that you have taken up 
Christianity where the martyrs laid 
it down, and I will further add that 
those who have molested you for 
the sake of your creed have taken 

up persecution where it was leĞ by 
Nero and his successors. . . .

I have been asked to tell about 
what I saw in Paris, Tennessee, dur-
ing the recent trials of your brethren 
there. Well, I may say that the thing 
which impressed and astonished 
me most in Paris was the reflection 
of myself in the looking-glass. For 
I felt that here was a spectacle at 
which the ages to come will surely 
wonder. If I had not had the experi-
ence brought home to me, I would 
never have believed that in this 
nineteenth century it were possible 
for a man to be called upon to cross 
the street to defend his fellowman 
from religious persecution—and 
here was I, who had traveled fiĞeen 
hundred miles in this enlightened 
age for no other purpose.

You have heard the glad tiding 
of great joy from Paris, Tennessee. 
You know that we won the victory 
all along the line, but you do not 
know how ashamed we were to win 
it. The enemy was so weak, and so 
poorly equipped for fight, that to 
beat him seemed like spanking a 
small child. But it had to be done; 
for the child was a very bad one. I 
mean no reflection on the state’s at-
torney. He had no case; he made all 
that could be made out of nothing.3

I have recently been down in 
the State of Tennessee interest-
ing myself there in the cases of 
some of your brethren. I have been 
requested to say a few words with 
reference to my experience there. 
I may say this, that I found there a 
hypocrisy which, if I may so put it, 

James T. Ringgold

on Religious Liberty
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n 1892 four members of the f b f h
Springville, Tennessee, Seventh-
day Adventist Church were

brought to trial for violating 
Sunday laws. James T. Ringgold, an 
aĴorney from Baltimore, Maryland, 
heard of the case and offered his 
services in their defense, free of 
charge. A member of the Episcopal 
Church, he nonetheless aĴended 
the 1893 General Conference ses-
sion as an observer. Because of the
delegates’ interest in the court case, 
Ringgold was twice asked to ad-
dress the congregation.

Ladies and Gentlemen:—I will 
alter that form of address, if you 
will allow me, and call you, my
dear friends. I think that the stron-
gest tie of friendship in the world 
must be interest in and a devotion 
to the same ideas. This is what I un-
derstand to be meant by that hymn
you all know so well.

“Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love,
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.”1

There are many things about
your belief which I am not yet 
thoroughly acquainted with, and on 
some points as to which I have been
enlightened, my mind yet remains 
in abeyance.2 It is what I do know of 
your belief, and what I have discov-
ered for myself, about the character 
and lives of the men who hold it 
which has made me so earnestly de-
sirous to learn more of the religion 
and to make the acquaintance of 
more among its followers.

I may say that the first great

principle of yours with which Il f
became acquainted struck me at 
once as the most marvelous tenet 
to be seriously maintained by a 
religious organization of which I
had ever heard—and that was the
absolute separation, not merely of 
other churches from the state, but 
of every form of religious belief, 
including your own. How could I
fail to be astounded? I had learned 
from all my study of history and 
philosophy, I had been taught from 
my boyhood that toleration and 
zeal could never exist together.

Here I found you, a religious 
organization equaling any in fervor
and devotion, and surpassing 
almost all in the minute applica-
tion of your religious principles to 
every detail of your daily lives, and 
yet, not only refraining from asking 
any preference over other religions 
at the hands of the civil power, but 
actually refusing to accept any such 
preference even when tendered to 
you. I say that this is something
which not only astounded me at 
first, but which I have never ceased 
to contemplate with admiration 
and awe. Here is a religion—and 
a Christian religion too, let us be
thankful for that—giving the lie to
the wisdom of the ages, in this most 
important maĴer.

I have claimed for you in the
East among my friends of other de-
nominations that you have taken up 
Christianity where the martyrs laid 
it down, and I will further add that 
those who have molested you for
the sake of your creed have taken 

up persecution where it was leĞ by 
Nero and his successors. . . .

I have been asked to tell about 
what I saw in Paris, Tennessee, dur-
ing the recent trials of your brethren 
there. Well, I may say that the thing 
which impressed and astonished 
me most in Paris was the reflection 
of myself in the looking-glass. For
I felt that here was a spectacle at
which the ages to come will surely 
wonder. If I had not had the experi-
ence brought home to me, I would 
never have believed that in this 
nineteenth century it were possible 
for a man to be called upon to cross 
the street to defend his fellowman 
from religious persecution—and 
here was I, who had traveled fiĞeen 
hundred miles in this enlightened 
age for no other purpose.

You have heard the glad tiding 
of great joy from Paris, Tennessee. 
You know that we won the victory
all along the line, but you do not 
know how ashamed we were to win 
it. The enemy was so weak, and so
poorly equipped for fight, that to 
beat him seemed like spanking a
small child. But it had to be done; 
for the child was a very bad one. I
mean no reflection on the state’s at-
torney. He had no case; he made all
that could be made out of nothing.3

I have recently been down in 
the State of Tennessee interest-
ing myself there in the cases of 
some of your brethren. I have been 
requested to say a few words with
reference to my experience there. 
I may say this, that I found there a 
hypocrisy which, if I may so put it, 
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commanded my respect.
Perhaps this statement involves 

a contradiction in terms. I sup-
pose—I do not commit myself to it 
as a proposition, but I suppose, or 
at any rate I can see that it is think-
able—that when a man has made 
up his mind to do an indecent or 
blackguardly thing, there is a gleam 
of morality in the desire to do it 
in the dark; for instance, when he 
writes an insulting or threatening 
leĴer, perhaps he is to be credited 
with the shame which prevents his 
signing his name to it; and when he 
wishes to involve his neighbor in 
trouble, perhaps he pays a tribute 
to honor and integrity when he 
skulks behind another to do it. This 
is a very profound moral ques-
tion, which I will not aĴempt to 
discuss here. I found this principle 
existing in Tennessee—outside of 
Seventh-day Adventists—for there 
were those who wished the hand of 
the law to seize upon our people, 
but did not want to give testimony 
against them.

So when I had a conference with 
the prosecuting aĴorney, I urged 
him to nolle pros4 the cases on the 
ground of public policy, telling him 
that was what would be done in 
my state, or at least in my city of 
Baltimore, and that he could not 
afford to go to court with such a 
case. But I soon found that spirit of 
persecution, and this spirit of ani-
mosity, is one of those things that 
grows by what it feeds on. To my 
disappointment, they would listen 
to no compromise, but insisted on 
going to trial with no evidence. But 
the state’s aĴorney had the grace 
and manliness to be ashamed of the 
proceedings, and said that noth-
ing would give him more pleasure 
than to act on my suggestion, but 
that he could not possibly do it, 
because petitions were pouring in 
on him every day, signed by scores 
of citizens of the county urging him 
to prosecute those Adventists, but 
“For goodness’ sake, do not call us 
for witnesses.” So the state’s at-
torney tried the cases, and they all 
went off on legal technicalities but 

one, and upon that one we called no 
witnesses. We went to the jury on 
the state’s testimony alone. . . . [and] 
our man was acquiĴed.

We have heard good tidings 
from Tennessee since that time. We 
have been informed that no more 
indictments have been found, and 
[there is] very liĴle prospect for 
any more. For the present, at least, 
we have beaten the enemy, and we 
trust that he will stay beaten. And 
we are prepared to knock his ugly 
head whenever and wherever else it 
shows itself.

But as maĴers stood, I did have 
a slight change in my psychological 
condition. I started from home with 
a good deal of pity and sympathy 
for the Seventh-day Adventists; 
but before I had been there long, 
I began to transfer my pity to the 
other side. They were very badly 
off, indeed. The more I saw of them, 
the more I felt inclined to blame 
you people for their condition. 
For you understand perfectly well 
what this spirit of persecution is 
and how it would manifest itself. 
But it is a very hard thing for one 
to harry5 a man or persecute him 
and not have him give the other any 
reason for doing it. That always has 
been a very aggravating thing. It 
seemed to me that if you Seventh-
day Adventists had been the good 
Christians you call yourselves, and 
had acted as you would have been 
done by, you would not have kept 
behaving yourselves so well in 
that aggravating way. It was hard 
on these people, there is no doubt 
about it, and I could not help saying 
to myself for them, If you have the 
real spirit of Christianity that you 
profess to have, why, O, why don’t 
you cut somebody’s throat?

There seemed to be a general 
feeling among the people there that 
you must either behave or go away, 
and if you refuse to do either—you 
see it was very hard on them. I 
was oĞen encountered by persons 
there who said in a very queru-
lous, complaining sort of way that 
those Adventists paid their debts 
beĴer than anybody around there. 

They seemed to feel hurt about 
it. The only man I saw there, who 
did not belong to your people, and 
who was seriously in favor of their 
release, said that he wished that I 
would convert all of the fellows that 
owed him money to Seventh-day 
Adventism, because then he could 
collect his bills without suing.

My friends, I feel inclined to 
talk to you in a very serious man-
ner, for that is the mood in which I 
find myself the greater part of the 
time at present. For my own part 
I believe that if the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church had never done 
anything else for Christianity or 
the world than to give birth to the 
International Religious Liberty 
Association and follow its prin-
ciples, they would have done more 
for humanity than a Newton, a 
Kepler, or a Washington, or any of 
the greatest men that ever lived. I 
think this ought to entitle you to the 
gratitude of the nations as long as 
man shall live.6  

Dave Fiedler has worked as a writer, 
an editor, and an instructor in Adventist 
academies in Canada and the United 
States. He currently teaches Bible (in-
cluding denominational history), World 
History, and English at Oklahoma 
Academy.

Notes:

1 John Fawett, “Blest Be the Tie,” 1782.
2 A temporary suspension of activity.
3 General Conference Bulletin, 1893, 435–436.
4 Entering on the record of a legal action that the  

prosecutor is “unwilling to pursue” further.
5 Torment as if by constant attack.
6 Ibid., 480–481.
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on these people, there is no doubt 
about it, and I could not help saying 
to myself for them, If you have the
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profess to have, why, O, why don’t 
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and if you refuse to do either—you 
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there who said in a very queru-
lous, complaining sort of way that 
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beĴer than anybody around there. 

They seemed to feel hurt about 
it. The only man I saw there, who
did not belong to your people, and 
who was seriously in favor of their
release, said that he wished that I
would convert all of the fellows that 
owed him money to Seventh-day
Adventism, because then he could 
collect his bills without suing.

My friends, I feel inclined to 
talk to you in a very serious man-
ner, for that is the mood in which I 
find myself the greater part of the 
time at present. For my own part 
I believe that if the Seventh-day
Adventist Church had never done
anything else for Christianity or
the world than to give birth to the 
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Association and follow its prin-
ciples, they would have done more 
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James White was troubled as 
he walked slowly up the path, 
climbed the stairs and entered 

his Rochester home. He found Ellen 
busily sewing in the bedroom. 
Wearily he sank onto a chair. Ellen 
could see that something was trou-
bling him “What is it, James? What 
is wrong?”

“It’s time to bring out another 
issue of the Review, but we have 
hardly any paper and no money 
with which to pay for the shipment 
that has come.”

“How much money do you 
need?” she asked.

“Sixty-four dollars,” he replied, 
“but it might as well be $10,000.”

Ellen rose and walked to 
the closet. She opened the door, 
reached far in, grasped a black 
stocking hanging from a nail, 
brought it out and placed it in her 
husband’s hands.

“What is this?” he asked, al-
though he could feel coins inside 
the stocking. He tipped it up and 
a cascade of half dollars, quarters, 
dimes, and nickels poured out.

“Wherever did you get all this?” 
he asked in amazement.

“I’ve always believed a person 

should save something for a rainy 
day,” Ellen answered. “For months 
I have been saving as much as I 
could. I hope it’s enough.”1

James counted the coins. It 
was enough! Through his wife’s 
foresight a crisis was averted, and 
he was able to take delivery of the 
necessary paper.

Not all of their problems were 
resolved so quickly. Some hung on 
for weeks and months. For example, 
the Messenger Party was circulat-
ing its paper, Messenger of Truth, 
carrying falsehoods against Elder 
and Mrs. White.2

The pressure of work plus con-
tinual anxiety concerning finances 
and sickness in the home, all con-
tributed to undermine the health 
of the leader. In Messenger of Truth, 
some writers taunted Elder White 
over his weakened condition; they 
expressed the opinion that God 
would remove him out of the way 
so that truth might triumph.

Roused by the taunt, James 
replied in words Wycliffe had used 
to address the friars who crowded 
about his sickbed urging him to 
recant because he was about to die: 
“I shall not die, but live, and declare 

the works of the Lord,” and James 
added, “may yet preach at their 
funeral!”3 Shortly aĞer this, the 
leaders of the Messenger Party fell 
to quarreling among themselves, 
and the movement fell apart.

The circulation of the Review 
continued to grow, but the income 
did not keep up with it. The pub-
lishing commiĴee appealed for help 
through the columns of the Review:

“On account of severe illness in 
the family of Brother White there 
will be no paper next week. . . . 
The health of Brother White is also 
much impaired by labor and care. 
We would at this time especially 
request the prayers of the people of 
God in his behalf.

“Brother W. is in want of 
pecuniary aid at this time. The 
publication of new and important 
works, together with the expenses 
of protracted sickness in his family 
make it necessary that the readers 
of the Review should comply with 
its terms, and that the friends of 
the cause should render immedi-
ate aid in this time of distress, by 
purchasing tracts, etc. Publishing 
CommiĴee.”4 

Ellen wrote to friends: “James, 

James White:
Clouds and Sunshine
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poor James. I think he must leave 
the work sometimes and have quiet 
rest. I fear at times his life will fall a 
sacrifice to his incessant labors.”5 

Meanwhile, the number of pub-
lications available continued to in-
crease. If each church member had 
purchased one copy of each of the 
more than two dozen publications 
listed on the back of the Review, 
including the Review and Youth’s 
Instructor, the total cost would not 
have been much more than $2.00.6 

By 1855, 2,300 copies of the 
Review were going out to members 
and friends. Of these recipients, 
fewer than two thirds were paying 
for their subscriptions.7 Only a few 
months before, James had noted in 
the Review that the office was $1,000 
in debt.

During trips into the field, James 
came to the conclusion that the 
Review was being sent free to many 
who would not pay for it, and who 
were not interested in its message.

“We have deprived ourselves 
of proper rest, and of many of the 
common comforts of life,” he wrote, 
“till we are broken down as to 
health, that we might send out the 
Review richly laden with spiritual 
food for the flock of God. And now 
we meet those who say they are too 
poor and cannot pay for the Review. 
. . . Yes, too poor to help a brother 
send out the bread of heaven to 
the scaĴered flock, but have means 
enough to obtain tobacco, snuff 
and tea!”8 

He resolved that this order of 
things should stop.

He did not want to deprive read-
ers of the paper, for he felt it was a 
unifying force that all in the church 
needed. But if the paper was to 
make its way, something had to be 
done. So he gave notice that those 
not paying would be given a period 
of grace. When that was ended, as a 
final warning, their name would be 
wriĴen in red ink on the last copy 
of the Review they were to receive.9 

Soon aĞer he began publishing 
the Review James tried to alter the 
arrangements by which it was writ-
ten, published, and circulated. He 

was aware of the hazards involved 
in his being essentially the only 
one responsible from the business 
viewpoint.

Actually, until the move to 
Rochester, there had been no assets 
to worry about. But at Rochester 

a hand press, a limited amount of 
type, and other printing materi-
als were acquired. To buy these 
necessities, James had to use money 
lent by Hiram Edson and amounts 
subsequently sent in by dedicated 
believers. Since the equipment 
had to have an official owner, that 
owner became James White.

In time James’s fears were 
realized. He was accused of put-
ting into his own pocket money 
intended for the paper. But the 
publishing commiĴee, composed 
of J. N. Andrews, R. F. CoĴrell, and 
Uriah Smith, completely repudi-
ated the charges.10  James had urged 
the commiĴee to assume respon-
sibility for the business, but it did 
not do so.

While James and Ellen were 
traveling in Michigan in 1854, they 
visited a town named Locke, where 
evangelistic meetings were being 

held in a schoolhouse. However, the 
building was too small to accom-
modate those wishing to aĴend. 
As the group of leaders discussed 
the situation, it was suggested 
that a large tent would solve their 
problem.

“Perhaps next year we can 
make a special appeal and raise 
enough money to buy one,” James 
remarked.

As they continued the discus-
sion someone remembered that two 
First-day Adventist ministers had 
used a tent the previous year, but 
were no longer working together, 
so the tent, now in Rochester, was 
not being used. Perhaps it could be 
purchased cheaply.

A number of the brethren in the 
Locke and Jackson areas donated 
various sums to buy the tent, so M. 
E. Cornell took the money, caught 
the first train to Rochester, bought 
the tent, and returned to Michigan.

Eighteen days aĞer Cornell 
started for Rochester he and 
Loughborough pitched the tent in 
BaĴle Creek, Michigan, and began 
an evangelistic campaign.11 The 
use of tents by our evangelists 
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was a great step forward. OĞen 
people would aĴend meetings in a 
tent when they would not enter a 
church building.

Early in 1855 J. N. Andrews 
arrived at the Rochester house. He 
was completely broken in health, 
scarcely able to speak above a whis-
per, and with seriously damaged 
eyesight. He suffered from insom-
nia, depression, and stomach trou-
ble. Five years of intensive activity 
in the field, frequently exposed to 
inclement weather, oĞen unable to 
find nourishing food, spending half 
the night writing articles for the 
papers—all these factors combined 
had leĞ him prostrated. He was 
only 26.

Elder White described in the 
Review the condition in which this 
warrior found himself. At the same 
time he appealed for financial help 
to get him on the long road back 
to health. James made it plain that 
Elder Andrews was not making an 
appeal; he would never speak on 
his own behalf.12 

Andrews went to his father’s 
farm in Paris, Maine, hoping there 
to rebuild his strength, working in 
the open air. He found his family 
very poor, barely able to support 
themselves. But they were happy to 
have John with them again.

In the September 4, 1855, issue 
of the Review James referred to the 
trend of many Americans in the 
East to move West. “Many of our 
Eastern brethren think of moving 
West, “ he wrote.

“The advancement of the cause 
of truth should be the great object 
of all believers,” he continued. 
Then he referred to a leĴer from 
a brother in Vermont who urged 
that those going West should seĴle 
at least forty miles from any other 
Adventist. In this way they could 
raise up the standard of truth and 
provide temporary homes for “the 
traveling servants of God.”

James concluded, “With such 
views and feelings, we would say 
to those dear brethren in the East 
who think of going West, Go in the 

name of the Lord, and may your 
endeavors to raise the standard of 
truth in the great West be blest of 
the Lord.”

Before the year closed, several 
families from Paris, Maine, leĞ for 
Iowa. Among them was the Edward 
Andrews family and, of course, 
their son, John Nevins.

In the spring of 1855, James had 
put Uriah Smith in charge of the 
Review, and leĞ the Rochester office. 
First he traveled to Michigan where 
he aĴended meetings in a number 
of places. The lightening of his 
burden, as a result of being away 
from the office, did him a great deal 
of good. “My health gradually im-
proves,” he wrote from Michigan, 
“and my spirit is geĴing perfectly 
free while freed from the care of the 
office, and mingling with the Lord’s 
faithful, scaĴered ones.”13 

June found James in New York 
State, where he aĴended meetings 
at Mill Grove, Oswego, and other 
places. During the weeks follow-
ing, he went into Vermont, crossed 
New Hampshire, and moved down 
the valley into Connecticut and 
MassachuseĴs. As always his heart 
was cheered as he met staunch and 
faithful families such as that of Otis 
Nichols, Stockbridge Howland, 
and the Chamberlains. Ellen was 
with him, and usually shared the 
preaching services.

From Topsham, they pushed 
on to Palmyra. Once again James 
visited the scenes of his boyhood. 
In a touching article he described 
his visit with his parents.14 

“Come and join us in New 
York, or Michigan, or wherever we 
seĴle this fall,” James urged the old 
farmer. But Deacon John said it was 
too late in life for him to think of 
moving.

In the same room where James 
and his brothers and sisters had 
first heard the voice of supplication, 
they bowed in prayer for the family 
they were soon to leave behind. 
James did not realize that his moth-
er didn’t share her husband’s feel-
ings of opposition to the Sabbath. 

She would keep it, but only if he 
did, for she believed the Adventist 
teachings with all her heart.

Ellen White reported their last 
prayer together:

“That night we talked the truth 
out as it is, and then James prayed 
and prayed out all his feelings. 
There was a whole sermon in 
that prayer. . . . Father was deeply 
moved.”

Before James and Ellen leĞ the 
next day, Deacon John told them that 
he had decided to move westward 
as soon as he could sell his farm.15 
He also gave strong indications that 
he believed the Sabbath.  

Virgil Robinson was the great-grandson of 
James and Ellen White on his mother’s side 
and the great-grandson of William Farn-
sworth (one of the first Seventh-day Adven-
tists) on his father’s side.
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1  Spirit of Prophecy Emphasis Week, 1966,     
 1967.

2  Life Sketches, 1915, 155.
3  Ibid., 1888, 312.
4 Review and Herald, November 21, 1854.
5  Ellen G. White letter B-5, 1854.
6  Review and Herald, October 24, 1854.
7  Ibid., June 12, 1855.
8  Ibid., July 24, 1855.
9  James White in Review and Herald, June 12,   

 1855.
10 Ibid., November 7, 1854.
11 William C. White, “Sketches and Memories,”  

  Review and Herald, July 18, 1935.
12 James White in Review and Herald, 

  February 20, 1855.
13 Ibid., May 29, 1855.
14 Ibid., September 4, 1855.
15 Ellen G. White letter 2, to Harriet Stevens,   

 August, 1855.
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Footnotes
Historical

1. While traveling to meet an appointment, 
James & Ellen White got lost. They found a 
log cabin with a housewife at home. They 
were refreshed and Ellen White spoke to 
her of heaven and left a copy of Experience 
& Views. What ended up happening? 

 a.  She came to the Lord.
 b.  She was healed.
 c.  A company of believers was raised up.
 d.  She and her whole family became  

 Adventist.

2. James and Ellen White had to leave 
Henry, at one year old, with others as they 
traveled. How long was it before they had 
Henry back in their home?

 a.  6 months
 b.  1 year
 c.  2 years
 d.  5 years

3. Who were the founders of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church?

 a.  William Miller & Joseph Bates
 b.  James & Ellen White
 c.  James & Ellen White & Joseph Bates
 d.  William Miller & James & Ellen White

4. What was James White’s vocation in his 
earlier years? 

 a.  Hat maker
 b.  Wood splitter
 c.  Farmer
 d.  Schoolteacher

5. In 1854, early issues of the Review carried 
two to three pages of what?

 a.  Ad material for brochures, books,  
 tracts & pamphlets

 b.  Letters from believers
 c.  Experience from camp meetings
 d.  Personal information about the   

 White’s and their travels

6. After a vision on February 12, 1854, Ellen White 
discussed discipline of young children that 
should start when?

 a.  8, 9 or 10 months
 b.  12 months to two years
 c.  At birth
 d.  3 to 5 years

7. While being given visions, battling with illness, 
and pregnant with her third child, she had 
another condition, which affected her. What 
was it?

 a.  A tumor
 b.  Severe back pain
 c.  A painful cancer over her eye 
 d.  Major tooth pain

8. A month later she suffered another setback. 
What was that?

 a.  Stroke
 b.  Emphysema
 c.  Tuberculosis
 d.  Blood clotting

9. What state had the first ”Adventist Book 
Center?”

 a.  Maine
 b.  Wisconsin
 c.  New York
 d.  Michigan

10.  Where was the first “tent” camp meeting?
 a.  Gorham, Maine
 b.  Port Elsby, New York
 c.  Rochester, New York
 d.  Battle Creek, Michigan

“We have nothing to fear for the future, except as we shall 
forget the way the Lord has led us, and His teaching in our 
past history.”—E. G. White, Life Sketches, 196. Many today 
have neglected to study the history and people that made up 
the early days of the Advent movement. To help encourage 
interest in Adventist history, we have put together questions 
about people and events of our past. Our goal is to spark 
faith, and further study into “the way the Lord has led us, and 
His teaching in our past history.”

Answers:  1:C, 2:D, 3:C, 4:D, 5:B,
6:A, 7:C, 8:A, 9:B, 10:D.

Source: For specific references to any 
answer, please contact Hope 
International.

of drums, or dance, or even perform 
magical illusions and acrobatics 
does not mean we need gospel rock, 
gospel dancing, gospel magicians 
or gospel acrobats in church. If this 
were the case, we would have to 
insist that gospel footballers and 
gospel baseball pitchers should use 
their special giĞs during worship 
services. Rather, we must seek 
to encourage young people who 
are truly converted to use their 
giĞs in ways appropriate to the 
worship service of the Holy God, 
while not puĴing them in posi-
tions that expose them too early to 
the dangers of spiritual pride and 
arrogance (see 1 Timothy 3:6).  

To be continued.

In the final part of this series Dr. Pipim 
reiterates his unyielding support of 
the old-fashioned plain preaching 

of the Word. 

Samuel Korateng-
Pipim is Director of 
Public Campus Min-
istries for the Michi-
gan Conference. He 
also teaches courses 

in theology and ethics at campuses 
around the world and has served the 
world church as a member of the Gen-
eral Conference’s Biblical Research 
Institute Committee (BRICOM). He is 
currently based in Ann Arbor, Michigan 
where he ministers to students and 
faculty at the University of Michigan

Note:

1 Gary W. Demarest, The Communicator’s 
Commentary Series, Volume 9: 1, 2 
Thessalonians; 1, 2 Timothy, Titus, 
Word Books, Waco, Texas, 1984, 54.

Continued from page 16
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Possible Flu Pandemic
News Item: “With the deadly 

avian flu zooming its way west 
through Russia toward Europe, 
infectious-disease experts in the 
United States are becoming increas-
ingly distressed over the slow pace 
of preparation for combating a flu 
pandemic here, which the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
estimates could sicken 90 mil-
lion Americans, killing more than 
200,000.” “Washington Whispers,” 
U.S. News & World Report, 
August 29, 2005, 8.

End time Perspective: “And 
great earthquakes shall be in divers 
places, and famines, and pestilences; 
and fearful sights and great signs 
shall there be from heaven.” Luke 
21:11. All emphasis supplied.

“The gospel of health has able 
advocates, but their work has been 
made very hard because so many 
ministers, presidents of conferences, 
and others in positions of influence 
have failed to give the question of 
health reform its proper aĴention. 
They have not recognized it in its 
relation to the work of the mes-
sage as the right arm of the body. 
While very liĴle respect has been 
shown to this department by many 

of the people, and by some of the 
ministers, the Lord has shown His 
regard for it by giving it abundant 
prosperity. When properly conducted, 
the health work is an entering wedge, 
making a way for other truths to reach 
the heart. When the third angel’s 
message is received in its fullness, 
health reform will be given its place 
in the councils of the conference, 
in the work of the church, in the 
home, at the table, and in all the 
household arrangements. Then the 
right arm will serve and protect the 
body.” Testimonies, vol. 6, 327.

God is giving us an opportu-
nity to reach the people through 
the health message. Will we take 
advantage of it?

I Now Pronounce You 
Husband and Husband

News 
Item: “In 
July, Canada 
legally de-
fined mar-
riage as be-
ing between 
‘two persons’ 
with passage 
of Bill C-38, 
the Civil 
Marriage Act. 
The push to 
legitimize 
marriage 
between 
homosexu-

als originated in the past four 
years from court decisions in three 
Canadian provinces: Ontario, 
Quebec, and British Columbia.” 
Lloyd Mackay, Christianity Today, 
September, 2005, 32.

End time Perspective: “And 
likewise also the men, leaving the 
natural use of the woman, burned 
in their lust one toward another; 
men with men working that which Ph
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is unseemly, and receiving in them-
selves that recompense of their er-
ror which was meet.” Romans 1:27.

“We are not ignorant of the fall 
of Sodom because of the corruption 
of its inhabitants. The prophet has 
here [in Ezekiel 16:49] specified the 
particular evils which led to dis-
solute morals. We see the very sins 
now existing in the world which 
were in Sodom, and which brought 
upon her the wrath of God, even 
to her uĴer destruction.” SDA Bible 
Commentary, vol. 4, 1161. 

“There is a strange abandonment 
of principle, the standard of moral-
ity is lowered, and the earth is fast 
becoming a Sodom. The Sodomitish 
practices which brought the judg-
ment of God upon the world, and 
caused it to be deluged with water, 
and which caused Sodom to be 
destroyed by fire, are fast increas-
ing. We are nearing the end. God 
has borne long with the perversity of 
mankind, but their punishment is no 
less certain. Let those who profess 
to be the light of the world, depart 
from all iniquity.” Review and Herald, 
November 10, 1885.

The Experience
News Item: “More than 2,000 

people aĴend six worship services, 
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or ‘experiences’ as Life Church [a 
14,000-strong mega church with 
five campuses in and around 
Oklahoma City] calls them, each 
weekend. . . .

“To make the multisite approach 
work, worship leaders schedule 
each experience at Life almost 
down to the second. Ten minutes 
before each experience starts, the 
Life Church logo and countdown 
clock are projected on a video 
screen above the stage. . . .

“When the countdown hits 
zero, a set of worship songs lasting 
exactly 18 minutes begins, followed 
by a word from the campus pastor. 
. . . Then, at 19 minutes and 30 sec-
onds, one of the tech crew throws a 
switch and the campus goes global, 
with the sermon coming in via 
satellite from the Oklahoma City 
campus.

“Each sermon ends with an 
invitation to accept Christ—and then 
the global feed disconnects and the 
campus pastor takes over, leading 
the entire congregation through 
a salvation prayer. A video trailer 
about next week’s sermon follows 
the offering. When the synchronized 
clock at the back of the auditorium 
winds down to zero, the experience 
is over.” Bob Smietana, “High-tech 
Circuit Riders,” Christianity Today, 
September, 2005, 61.

End time Perspective: As I read 
this, I wondered where the sponta-
neousness of the Holy Spirit was. 
If everything is so regimented, so 
“canned,” so “boxed,” what hap-
pens when the Spirit moves but 
they run out of time? People are 
being prepared to accept a “sound 
byte” religion, where you get a 
“dose” but not an “outpouring.” 

Many times in Scripture we are 
urged to “wait upon the Lord,” and 
to persevere in prayer. (See Isaiah 
8:17; 40:31; Psalm 37:9; 59:9; 62:5; 
104:27; 123:2; etc.) Let us not wor-
ship so regimented that we can’t 
wait upon the Lord.

What happens when we die?
News Item: Newsweek and 

Beliefnet asked 1,004 Americans: 
What happens when we die?

“67% believe that when we die, 
our souls go to heaven or hell; 24% do 
not believe that heaven and hell exist.” 
Newsweek, Aug. 29 / Sept. 5, 2005, 49.

End time Perspective: “A correct 
understanding of ‘what saith the 
Scriptures’ in regard to the state of 
the dead is essential for this time. 
God’s Word declares that the dead 
know not anything, their hatred 
and love have alike perished.” 
Review and Herald, December 18, 
1888.

“For the living know that they 
shall die: but the dead know not 
any thing, neither have they any 
more a reward; for the memory of 
them is forgoĴen. Also their love, 
and their hatred, and their envy, is 
now perished; neither have they 
any more a portion for ever in any 
thing that is done under the sun.” 
Ecclesiastes 9:5.

How many will be taken into 
Satan’s snare because of not know-
ing the truth about the state of the 
dead? Dead relatives will “appar-
ently” come back from the dead. 
And what will they tell them? That 
the Sabbath has been changed and 
other lies of the devil.

“They [the saints] must under-
stand the state of the dead, for the 
spirits of devils will yet appear 
to them, professing to be beloved 
friends and relatives, who will 
declare to them that the Sabbath has 
been changed, also other unscrip-
tural doctrines.” Early Writings, 87.

God’s Commands –Or 
Empowerment?

News Item: “Rather than being 
about a god who commands you, 
it’s about finding a religion that 
empowers you.

“Empowerment is at the heart 
on Pentecostalism, which has bur-
geoned from a single Spirit-touched 
believer at a Kansas Bible school 
at the turn of the last century to 30 
million adherents in America and 
more than half a billion worldwide. 

“[Ron Cox] was transfixed by 
the sight of worshipers so moved 
by the Holy Spirit that they were 
jumping, shouting and falling to the 
floor in a faint. . . .

“The bliss Cox felt was 
mingled with awe—the Holy 
Spirit was inside his very own 
body.” Jerry Adler, “In Search 
of the Spiritual,” Newsweek, 
Aug. 29 / Sept. 5, 2005, 52–54.

End time Perspective: It’s not 
about God, it’s about you! You feel 
empowered, you are transfixed, you 
are awed, you have the Holy Spirit 
in your body. It’s about feeling, not 
about a God who commands. Can 
you see where this is going?

“Counterfeit holiness, spuri-
ous sanctification, is still doing its 
work of deception. Under various 
forms it exhibits the same spirit 
as in the days of Luther, divert-
ing minds from the Scriptures and 
leading men to follow their own 
feelings and impressions rather 
than to yield obedience to the law 
of God. This is one of Satan’s most 
successful devices to cast reproach 
upon purity and truth.” The Great 
Controversy, 193.  
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Children and Youth
Hare, Eric, B.
Eric B. Hare Stories

Wonderful mission stories told by a great 
story teller. You and your children will 
enjoy these for many years.
A ributes: Vol.1, Audio CD, 8 Stories, 2004
CEHE-EBH1 $8.99
Published by: 
Chapel Records 

Clever Queen

Set among the jungles of Burma, this true, 
exciting story will keep you enthralled 
and on the edge of your seat.
Paperback, 96 pages, 2001

BEHE-CQUE    $7.99
Published by: 
Teach Services

Kreye and Youngberg
Under the Blood Banner

This story was experienced by Eric Kreye 
as a child in Germany during World War 
II and has captured the hearts of many 
boys and girls and their parents.
Paperback, 120 pages, 2003
BEKY-UBBA   $8.99
Published by: 
Teach Services

White, J. Edson
Gospel Primer, One, Two, and Three

What a wonderful way to help your child 
learn to read, through the use of Bible 
stories.
Paperback, 95 pages, 1900, 1906, 1910
BEWJ-GPRI   $10.99
Published by: 
AB Publishing

General Books
Waters, Alane
Cultivating Christian Character in 
Children.

Presents the important role of the parents 
as the gardeners of the hearts of their 
children.
Set, 6 Audio Casse es per Set
AEWA-CCCI   $19.99 
Published by: 
Restoration International

Kramer, Helmut, H.
The Seventh-day Adventist Reform 
Movement

In these pages Pastor Kramer recounts his 
pilgrimage of faith which eventually led 
him and his family to leave the church of 
his childhood and active labors to become 
a Seventh-day Adventist. In telling his 

Books & Supplements
available from the

Hope International Store
The following items represent a much larger selection available from Hope 
International. If you would like a free Fall 2005 catalog, please give us a call 
or drop us a line, and we will be happy to send you one.

You may now shop online at:  

pe
ll 

Order line: 1-800-468-7884
 Please see page 30 for shipping and sales tax information.
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experience he examines in a kind and 
honest manner the basic doctrines which 
separate the Reform Movement from the 
Seventh-day Adventist.

Paperback, 89 pages, 2000 
BEIB-SARM   $4.99
Published by 
Review and Herald Publishing 
Association

Rees, Mel
Principles to Live By

God ordained that man should live 
by principles, not by rules. To obey a 
rule doesn’t require any great degree 
of intelligence, all that is required is to 
do what the rule says, and my dog can 
do that. He comes when I call, sits at 
my command. But to apply a principle 
requires intelligence of a higher order 
as well as mental and moral courage. 
Principles to Live By teaches us these 
principles that are very vital to our 
Christian walk.
Paperback, 85 pages, 1993
BERM-PTLB   $3.99
Published by 
Teach Services

Barrett, Dr. E. Boyd
Rome Stoops to Conquer

The subtle aroma of Catholicism is 
permeating the national thought. Here, 
there and everywhere, propaganda is 
busy “making America Catholic.” This 
insightful observation is made by the 
author, an ex-Jesuit, who knows what 
he is talking about! There is an ongoing 
campaign to win America. The church is 
well aware that it can never hope again 
to dominate the civilized world until 
American kneels, beaten and penitent, at 
her feet. This book discusses many aspects 
of the church’s plans for and influences 
on American life that are coming to pass 
before our very eyes.
Paperback, 267 pages, 2004
BEBE-RSTC   $12.99
Published by 
Orion Publishing

Outreach
Veith, Walter J
Genesis Conflict, The

Walter Veith was once an evolutionist 
himself, and he answers many of the 
common arguments we hear today. In 
these six powerful presentations you 
will see how the rocks and fossils reveal 
evidence of the Genesis flood.
6 DVD discs, more than 6 hours 
DEVW-GCON    $64.99

Andrews, J. N.
History of the Sabbath

The history of the Sabbath embraces a 
period of 6,000 years. It dates from the 
beginning of our world’s history. The 
Bible states that the Sabbath will continue 
throughout eternity. Discover the intent 
for it in your life.
Paperback
BEAJ-HOSA   $12.99

Batchelor, Doug
Book of Amazing Facts, Vol. 1, The

Whether you’re preparing a sermon, need 
an illustration for a children’s story, or just 
enjoy interesting trivia, this book is sure 
to be a wonderful resource in your home 
or office.
Volume 1, 2002
BEBD-BOAF   $7.99
Volume 2, 2005
BEBD-BAF 2   $8.99

Health
Toxi-Loges
The plant-based Toxi-Loges was formulated 
to fight acute and chronic bacterial and viral 
infections. Symptoms such as fever and cough 
are often alleviated quickly and lastingly.
*As with all alcohol-based tinctures, a dose of 
this preparation should not be taken without 
first diluting it in a cup of very warm water 
and allowing it to sit for a period of time to 
allow the alcohol to evaporate.
Drops,* 50 ml

HXDL-TLDR $21.47
Toxi-Loges N, 50 tablets
HXDL-TLTA $16.60

to
A
h
o
o
b
Pa
B
P
O

m
r
a
P
p
C
P
B
P
T

B

e
h
s
S

P
B
P
R
A

29Volume 21, Number 4



Toxi-Loges Saft
Toxi-Loges is an herbal formula that has 
excellent tolerability and is intended to boost 
the immune system and aid the body in 
fighting bacterial and viral infections.
Syrup, 150 ml, for children

HXDL-TLSA $20.94

Uacopa
Uacopa, an herbal product from Africa, is an 
excellent diuretic and gentle, non-irritating 
stimulant to the intestines.
Bulk, 70 grams

HXBO-UACO $15.00

Vigodana
Vigodana N was developed in order to 
counter the ill effects of unmanaged stress and 
maintain the body’s full capacity.
60 capsules, 200 mg ea.

HXDL-VIGO $37.40

Vitamin B Complex
The B vitamins are vital for stress relief and 
nerve function. They are required for the 
formation of cellular energy, as well as for 
hormones and proteins. They are important 
for nervous system health and maintenance, 
mental and emotional health, and stress 
defense.
180 capsules

HXNS-VBCO $25.60

Vitamin C
Ascorbic acid is a water-soluble substance 

 Subscription Information
United States:  US $18.75 per year
Canada and Mexico:  US $23.75 per 

year
Foreign (Surface Mail):  US $23.75 per 

year, (shipped quarterly)
Foreign (Air Mail):  US $60.00 per 

year
Large Print Edition:  US $29.95 per 

year
Audio Edition:  US $36.00 per year
Foreign Audio and Large Print 

Editions: Please inquire regarding 
postage.

Subscription Assistance
We strive to keep our subscription 

prices as low as possible. We want this 
material to be available to all. If your 
finances cannot meet the requested 
amount, please send whatever you 
can.

Those desiring to assist in pro-
viding subscriptions for individuals 
with limited funds should send a giĞ 
marked “Subscription Assistance” to 
Hope International. Your donations 
are tax deductible.

Shipping, Sales Tax, Currency
For all products advertised in this publi-
cation (unless otherwise noted):
• USA destinations: Please add 15% ship-

ping plus US $3.00 handling.
• To Canada: Please add 20% shipping plus 

US $4.00 handling.
• To other destinations: Please add 30% 

shipping plus US $5.00 handling.
• If actual shipping charges are greater, you 

will be billed the difference.
Sales tax: Illinois residents, please add 

6.5%. Washington state residents, please 
add 7.8%.

All money sent must be in US funds, 
drawn on US banks.

●  Hope International does not solicit tithes; however, we are a tithe-worthy organization and accept tithes. We use the tithe 
only for the gospel ministry. Donations designated “Gospel Ministry” will be considered tithe. 

found in citrus fruits and green vegetables. It 
helps support healthy immune function, and is 
an important antioxidant that promotes overall 
health.
250 capsules, 1000 mg

HXNS-VITC $16.20

Vitamin C Chewables (Orange Flavor)
NOW C-500 Chewables are pleasant tasting 
and guaranteed to provide 500 mg of the 
highest quality Vitamin C. Acerola and Citrus 
Bioflavonoids are included to increase the 
quality and effectiveness.
250 lozenges, 500 mg ea.

HXNF-VCCO $18.00

Vitamin C with Rose Hips
Rose hips are a rich whole plant source 
of Vitamin C. 100% natural ascorbic acid. 
Maintains white blood cell function. 
Provides antioxidant protection. NO artificial 
ingredients or preservatives.
100 capsules

HXNW-VCRH $10.80

Vitamin E
Boosts the immune system and promotes 
healthy cardio function. The natural blend of 
vitamin E is up to 3 times more effective as 
an antioxidant, when compared to synthetic 
vitamin E.
100 soft gels, 400 IU each

HXNS-VITE $9.70

Subscription Order line: 1-800-468-7884
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Your publication Our Firm 
Foundation is really a firm reminder 
of our truths. 

 DS; Pennsylvania

Your magazine has been such a 
blessing to me and my wife.

 RJ; Maine

Thank you so  much for Our Firm 
Foundation. I am really blessed as I 
read each article.

 IM; Texas

God bless you and your ministry 
at Hope International.

 JLF; Oklahoma

My Brothers and Sisters at Hope 
International, 

I continue to liĞ up in prayer 
and praise the Lord for His work in 
you, and through you. May you be 
blessed in Him and greatly encour-
aged as you live with the hope of 
His soon coming. Maranatha!

 CW; Florida

Thank you for Our Firm 
Foundation magazine. I really do en-
joy reading it. I have to have a copy 
every month.

 LT; Oklahoma

May our God go before you all. 
And may you gain souls for our 
heavenly Father. 

 FS; North Carolina

Thank you! May our God contin-
ue to bless your efforts for the sav-
ing of precious souls.

 HF; Florida

Thank you so very much for the 
magazine, Our Firm Foundation.

 BZ; Wisconsin

Our Firm Foundation magazine 
was an answer to a friend’s prayer. 
She had begun to doubt the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s teachings, 
but when she read the articles in the 
magazine, her faith was restored. 
She was so blessed by the truth she 
found in there.

 GM; Tennessee

Thank you for the magazine, Our 
Firm Foundation. I read every page 
and I do appreciate every line. I get 
such a blessing. I read the maga-
zines on Sabbath aĞernoons. Thank 
you again.

May God strengthen us all as we 
see the time of trouble approaching.

 VG; North Carolina

I have been blessed so much by 
your magazine, Our Firm Foundation,
for a number of years now. My friend 
used to receive them from you and 
then pass them onto me. I am al-
ways reading them. I can see that 
a  lot more people are being blessed 
by the publication by reading the 
“LeĴers to the Editor” section.

 AKA; Tanzania

Dear Brethren,
 I appreciate your magazine, Our 

Firm Foundation, and read every ar-
ticle. Congratulations on your job, 
and keep up the good work.

 JM; Virginia

Thank you for Our Firm 
Foundation, the catalog, and newslet-
ter. May the Lord continue to bless 
you all as we look for the glorious 
return of our Lord Jesus Christ. May 
we continue to be transformed into 
His likeness that we may be ready to 
meet our Savior and Lord.

 CP; California

Thank you so much for Our Firm 
Foundation. I am really blessed as I 
read each article. May Christ bless 
each one of you as we continue to 
pray for one another.

 IM; Texas

Thank you for the giĞ copies of 
Our Firm Foundation. This is a won-
derful, straight-testimony kind of 
publication.

 DJB; Washington, DC

Hope International is a blessing 
to many. The Lord is coming and 
Hope International is a mighty in-
strument in His hands sounding a 
warning to prepare us to meet Him 
in peace.

 WLT; Maryland

I would like to congratulate you 
all on the professional way your 
treasurer handled an issue that had 
arisen because of changes in the in-
formation system due to your adopt-
ing a new soĞware. It was quite im-
pressive.

It was very much unlike what took 
place in one ministry I volunteered 
at some years back. I remember re-
marking then how some ministries 
gave the Lord haphazard, unprofes-
sional and even uncourteous  ser-
vice that would be completely unac-
ceptable in the “worldly” business 
community. It seemed to me that 
we seem to think that because we 
are “working for the Lќџё,” He will 
excuse our faults. The Lќџё is not 
an excuse for slothfulness, but the 
reason for our triumphs and suc-
cess. I am glad to know that Hope 
International does not fall into that 
disreputable category.

 WLT, Maryland
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