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A
vondale College alumni looked 
back at the past and then into the 
future during the 25th anniversary 
of Homecoming, August 25-27. 

Dr Charles Scriven, president of Ketter-
ing College of Medical Arts (Ohio, USA), 
set the tone for the weekend during the 
Murdoch Lecture on Friday morning. He 
spoke of the “Adventist way” as a “matter 
of being and of becoming.” “You take up a 
journey and the practice of hope becomes 
more and more authentic,” he declared.

Dr Scriven proposed, in the light of how 
Seventh-day Adventism grew in depth of 
mission and in awareness of divine grace, 

a rewording of the 1861 expression of the 
Adventist way. His proposal embraces what 
the church learned in experiences such as 
the General Conference of 1888 and from 
its continued study of Scripture: “Thanks 
to the grace and peace of Christ, we join 
together in keeping the commandments 
of God and the faith of Jesus: we help one 
another fl ourish, and we dare to change 
the world.”*

Avondale Student and Faculty Associa-
tion president Braden Blyde based his ad-
dress during vespers on Friday evening on a 
passage from Paul (Philippians 1:6) that

(Continued on page 7)

Julie Stefani (a graduate in 1976) and Dr Arthur Patrick (1956) cut the Avondale 

Homecoming cake during the vespers program as Sarah Morton (1996) looks on.
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T
he official statement of the 
Fundamental Beliefs of Seventh-
day Adventists comes in at few more 
than 4000 words. Of these, just part 

of one sentence—a total of 11 words, plus 
its scriptural reference—connects with 
“the three angels of Revelation 14.” Even 
the messages themselves are a mere half-a-
dozen sentences in the midst of all the story, 
prophecies, symbols, drama, warnings and 
promises of Revelation.

But wandering around our church and 
churches, it soon becomes obvious that 
these “three angels” are more signifi cant 
to our identity and mission than one might 
assume. From stained-glass windows in 
our largest churches to over-photocopied 
bulletin covers, from fading church signs 
to Adventist Aviation’s newly painted 
aeroplane in Papua New Guinea, from the 
three angels winging their way across the 
globe on the church’s old-style logos to the 
stylised fl ames encompassing the globe on 
the current church logo, the symbol of three 
angels is a recurring motif of Adventism 
around the world. 

The Three Angels are also an impor-
tant part of our church history and herit-
age. Writing more than 50 years after the 
initial urgent preaching that sparked the 
Adventist movement, Ellen White insisted 
the continuing relevance of the Three An-
gels: “All three of the messages are still to be 
proclaimed. It is just as essential now as ever 
before that they shall be repeated to those 
who are seeking for the truth” (Counsels to 

Writers and Editors, pages 26-7). 
And the proclamation of the messages of 

these Three Angels continues to be central 
to the Adventist Church’s mission—“to 
communicate to all peoples the everlasting 
gospel of God’s love in the context of the 
three angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6-
12” (“Mission Statement of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church”).

But like many aspects of our spiritual 
lives and belief, their ubiquity can degener-
ate to cliché, their proclamation loses urgen-
cy with long repetition, successive genera-
tions only half-inherit and “present truth” 
fades into settled “understandings.”

So, if something is important to us, 
every so often we need to spend some time 
thinking upon them, ask ourselves the old 
questions and ask ourselves a new set of 
questions. Without necessarily abandon-
ing our inherited understandings, we also 
need to look back at the texts themselves 
to see if there is something we might have 
missed, something more for us to add to 
our picture of God’s message for us. And 
without necessarily abandoning our spe-
cifi c understandings, we need also to look 
at them again as part of the Bible’s bigger 
picture of God’s plan for our world and for 
His people in our world.

And one such question, which I had not 
previously heard asked of the Three An-
gels story but that occurred to me recently, 
was simply why angels come in threes. Of 
course, there are angels before and after 
Revelation 14:6-12, but these three angels 

are specifi cally introduced together, with 
three specifi c messages that fi t together. So 
why three angels?

One possibility is that this is a specifi c 
literary device, known as trebling. Re-
membered from my fi rst-year university 
English classes, this is a way of telling a 
story or explaining a truth that can be seen 
across a variety of literary forms. In many 
stories, we see this pattern repeated. In the 
language of logic, we have a thesis, an an-
tithesis and a synthesis. 

Reading the story of the Three Angels 
in this way, we see a proclamation of the 
greatness, goodness and judgment of God; 
in stark contrast, we see a warning of the 
brokenness, fallenness and evil of this 
world and its powers; and we see a resolu-
tion in the form of the choices we make to 
be part of one system or the other. Each of 
us is part of that story, but we choose the 
role we play.

While some might be hesitant to read the 
Three Angels by a pattern “borrowed from” 
storytelling, we should recognise that the 
Bible itself is primarily a story—the story 
of God and His dealings with people, from 
Creation to re-creation. When we learn to 
read in this way, we quickly fi nd ourselves 
in this story and realise we are part of the 
continuing story. It is also this story in which 
we can engage others, connecting them with 
God’s story in and for their lives.

Nathan Brown

Why three angels?

We should recognise that the 
Bible itself is primarily a story.
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South Pacifi c literature evan-

gelist fi gures for the 2005-06 year 

have delighted publishing director 

Pastor Terry Goltz. “We had a record 

year and were almost $A200,000 

ahead of last year,” he says. The 

Western/Central Area in Australia 

had a record year and the high-

est sales for any area in the South 

Pacifi c Division. More records were 

broken in Papua New Guinea, with 

38 per cent increase in sales over 

the past year, and the French ter-

ritories, with a 42 per cent increase. 

Despite the unrest in the Solomon 

Islands, they still gained a 3.5 per 

cent increase.—ANZLE Pacifi c

◆ A wet and blustery day did not 

dampen the excitement of those 

assembled for the offi  cial open-

ing of the new wing at Coronella 

Retirement Village, Vic, on July 31. 

The building was named in honour 

of Walter Fowler (pictured), who 

has been associated with Coro-

nella for 22 years. At the opening 

CEO Ruth Welling unveiled plans 

for a further $A10 

million expansion 

of the nursing 

home for 20 high-

care beds and 20 

serviced apart-

ments.—Intravic

◆ ADRA Op Shops have been 

opened recently in Coonabara-

bran and Laurieton, NSW. The 

shops have received generous 

supplies from the Cooranbong 

Community Services Centre.—

Northpoint

The entire Broome church, 

WA, membership helped run a 

health assessment program at 

the annual Broome Expo recent-

ly. This two-day outreach had 

320 people assessed regarding 

their health and lifestyle hab-

its and gained more than 240 

requests for several different 

◆

◆

follow-up programs—the most 

popular topics requested being 

the Weight Control (65), Improv-

ing Fitness (65), Stress Manage-

ment (41) and Good Nutrition 

(40).—Lyndon Schick

The National Day of Thanks-

giving has become a regular 

event on the church calendar 

at Lightning Ridge, NSW. This 

small outback church fi rst ran a 

thanksgiving service three years 

ago as a quiet congregational 

celebration but now invites the 

community join them.—North-

point

◆

IN YOUR HANDS — HAVE YOU GIVEN AWAY YOUR SIGNS YET?

Pathfi nder competency-based training
program reviewed
WAHROONGA, NEW SOUTH WALES

T
he Pathfi nder leadership training pro-
gram for the South Pacifi c Division 
(SPD) has been revised to meet cur-
rent industry standards in areas 

involving outdoor skills, as well as Path-
fi nder-specifi c units such as administra-
tion and curriculum planning.

The department of youth ministries 
of the SPD, together with youth direc-
tors and volunteer Pathfi nder district 
directors from six conferences that 
have engaged in the new training in 
Australia and New Zealand, met on 
July 24 and 25 to discuss ways to review 
and make recommendations to improve 
current training procedures and help 
conferences that have not yet started to 
develop their training programs.

“Pathfi ndering is the backbone of 
youth ministry in the South Pacifi c and 
in order to ensure its future, we have 
had to make some signifi cant changes 
to the way training is conducted in the 
union conferences in view of some de-
velopments in the outdoor industry,” says 
Pastor Gilbert Cangy, director of youth min-
istries for the SPD. “We are endeavouring 

to work toward a package that will improve 
the skills of all our leaders while minimis-
ing additional training hours.”

The changes, which will be recom-
mended for release to conferences in com-

ing months, will mean that an improved 
training scheme to equip outdoors leaders 
and satisfy the outdoor skills industry will 

be available. Competency-based training has 
also been developed for Pathfi nder-specifi c 
training units such as drills, programming 
and Pathfi nder philosophy.

The revised procedures, which will entail 
some additional time in training, will 
provide Pathfi nder leaders with a bet-
ter learning environment and a better 
approach to training.  

The South Queensland, North New 
South Wales, Greater Sydney, Victo-
rian, Western Australian and North 
New Zealand Conferences were in-
volved in the revision of Pathfi nder 
training procedures. The new work 
sheets, which accompany every unit of 
teaching, have been developed largely 
from revised materials from the West-
ern Australian and South Queensland 
Conferences.

“The discussion has been good and 
it has been interesting to see what was 

happening in the other conferences,” 
says Mr Graeme Mitchell, deputy direc-
tor of the Gosnells City Pathfi nder Club 
in Western Australia. “Hopefully the 

new procedures will help Pathfi nder leaders 
to have a standardised training across the 
different conferences.”—Melody Tan

(L-R) Roger Pengelly, chair of the Adventist Outdoor 

Board, North New South Wales; Pastor Jeff  Parker, 

North New South Wales youth director; Paul Cresswell, 

district director for South Queensland; and Pastor 

Murray Hunter, South Queensland youth director.
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Literacy program 
launched for PNG
WATFORD, UNITED KINGDOM

T
he Adventist Development and Re-
lief Agency (ADRA) has launched 
the “Partnerships for Civil Society 
Adult Education Initiatives” project 

in Papua New Guinea (PNG), which is 
jointly funded by the United Kingdom’s 
Department for International Development 
(DFID) and ADRA–UK.

Through this project, 25,600 people will 
learn to read and write and 2800 people will 
be involved in income-generation activities. 
Most of the participants will be women.

This initiative aims to reduce poverty by 
working with community-based organisa-
tions and the government of PNG to im-
prove education and income-generation 
opportunities. The community and govern-
ment will also learn more about the right to 
education, as well as the rights of women 
and those who are physically challenged.

Worth more than $US656,000, the project 
will last three years. DFID has provided 
$US630,000 and the remaining $US26,000 
was provided by private donations to the 
ADRA offi ce in the United Kingdom.

Literate people have a greater chance at 
increasing their income and health levels, as 
well as being more involved in their com-
munities.—ADRA International

SABETO, FIJI

I
n March and April this year, 
a fl y’n’build team, under 
the leadership of Elwin and 
Val Ferris from the Gosford 

church in New South Wales, 
fl ew to Fiji to work on church 
buildings in Sabeto, north of 
Nadi. Team members came 
from the United Kingdom, 
Australia and New Zealand to 
work on the projects. 

The planned community centre and 
church for the Sabeto area had been un-
usable for seven years, due to not being 
completed. The fl y’n’build team took on 
the task of fi nishing the construction of the 
building, as well as completing a smaller 
timber church at Jerusalemi and a new 
steel-and-concrete church at Natabua, a 
suburb of Laotoka.

The tasks were all acomplished in spite of 
the many diffi culties the team faced.

John Bryant, a member of the team, says, 
“On our arrival at Nadi airport, customs 
and immigration offi cials were refusing 
to grant visas for more than two weeks on 
the grounds we were working—albeit as 
volunteers and not there as tourists. Some 
hours later, and after much negotiation, we 
left the airport with four-month visas.”

The problems didn’t end there, with the 
shipping container with tools and equip-
ment held for 10 days as customs haggled 
over import duties. This meant that con-
struction on the roof of the building at Sa-
beto was delayed.

“We were forced to work out in the 
open, and it wasn’t long before the heat 
and humidity took its toll on the team,” 
says Mr Bryant.

This led to illness for a number of the 
team members, but in spite of the setbacks, 
including a break-and-enter, in which cam-
eras and other items were stolen, the work 
was completed. 

The buildings were offi cially opened 
by Dr Bruce Rudge in memory of Pastor 
Edmund Rudge, a missionary to Fiji in the 
1920-30s.—RECORD staff /John Bryant

Team beats setbacks in Fiji

Team member Glen Ellis with local children.

The small Te Kopuru Pathfi nd-

er/Adventurer Club, NZ, have 

been fi nding ways to raise money 

for their trip to the January 2007 

South Pacifi c Division Camporee 

in NSW. One eff ort has them run-

ning sausage sizzles outside The 

Warehouse in Dargaville—who 

lend their barbecue, cost-free. 

They do this most Sundays, sell-

ing vegetarian patties, which 

◆

have proved popular, even with 

meat eaters. People show inter-

ested in what Pathfi nders do and 

many appreciate their catering 

for vegetarians when most don’t. 

The club also sells at the Te Kop-

uru market where, among vari-

ous other items sold, their big-

gest seller is fresh hot popcorn. 

They have raised approximately 

$NZ2000 to date for the four out 

of their club’s five Pathfinders 

who will be attending the cam-

poree.—Sharrelle Hutchins

Almost 400 parents and chil-

dren, approximately 80 per cent 

◆

from the community, swarmed 

into the Wallsend church hall, 

NSW, recently for the fi rst “Kids 

Reach Rally”—a youth rally-style 

program aimed at a younger 

audience. Dressing up as pirates 

in search of treasure, their inter-

active, multimedia, drama, music 

and video event led the kids on 

an exciting treasure hunt. After 

searching, following clues and 

giving the right password—

”Jesus loves me”—the young 

pirates were rewarded with their 

real treasure—a portion of scrip-

ture.—Rhonda Ward

Heritage College, Vic, had 

more than 100 VIGs (Very Impor-

tant Grandparents) on July 28 for 

the school’s fi rst Grandparents 

Day. Nans, pops, grandpas and 

grandmas from as far away as 

Ballarat, Warragul and even New 

Zealand came to Heritage Col-

lege to see fi rsthand what their 

grandchildren do when they’re 

at school.—Connected

◆

DAYS AND OFFERINGS: ◆ OCTOBER 14—ADRA APPEAL SUPPORT OFFERING; SPIRIT OF PROPHECY DAY 
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With 2000 Adventists at the 

airport, and another 3000 waiting 

at a hotel, Pastor Jan Paulsen, 

General Conference president, 

could say he was truly and warm-

ly welcomed to Yaoundé, Cam-

eroon, on August 14. During his 

visit, which marked 80 years of 

the church there, he recorded 

two “Let’s Talk” television pro-

grams.—ANN

More @ letstalk.adventist.org

The 2007 Guinness Book of 

World Records has listed Flori-

da Hospital Centra Care at the 

Osceola Heritage Stadium in Kis-

◆

◆

simmee, Florida, USA, as setting 

the world record for most vacci-

nations given in a day. A total of 

2480 fl u shots were administered 

by the hospital on December 3, 

2004. The very next day, and a 

few times since, the hospital gave 

more than 5000 fl u shots in a day. 

In the three years the hospital has 

been giving free fl u shots they’ve 

averaged about 20,000 each year. 

According to the US Centers for 

Disease Prevention and Control, 

more than 200,000 people are 

hospitalised from fl u complica-

tions, and about 36,000 people die 

from the fl u each year.—ANN

When Lighthouse Christian 

Resource Center, a non-denomi-

national street and prison minis-

try in Chehalis, Washington, USA, 

ran out of funds to give Bibles to 

prison inmates and street youth, 

the centre turned to KACS-FM for 

help—an independent Advent-

ist-operated radio station. They 

asked to run a public service 

announcement as a way to ask 

the Chehalis Valley and South 

Puget Sound community to help 

out. Launching an on-air cam-

paign to gather 200 Bibles and 

Christian books, listeners con-

tributed more than 300 Bibles 

◆ and several thousand Christian 

books.—Cameron Beierle

Mark Finley, a vice-president 

of the General Conference, con-

ducted the fi rst satellite evange-

listic series in the history of the 

Adventist Church 11 years ago. 

It was downlinked to 676 sites 

across North America. In the last 

decade, more than 100 satellite 

events have been held interna-

tionally. Estimates count more 

than one million new converts 

through satellite evangelism.—

GeneralConferenceCenter for 

Global Evangelism staff 

◆

◆ OCTOBER 21—CHILDREN’S DAY 

WAHROONGA, NEW SOUTH WALES

D
irectors of Adventist family minis-
tries from unions and conferences 
in the South Pacifi c Division (SPD) 
as well as the General Conference 

(GC) explored ways to create an emotion-
ally healthy church and make it a safe place 
for family life and church members, dur-
ing a recent advisory held at the SPD head 
offi ce in Wahroonga.

“In many churches, people are often fo-
cused on ministry ‘out there,’ but we don’t 
often talk about how to create and nurture 
an emotionally healthy church,” says Dr 
Bryan Craig, director of Adventist family 
ministries for the SPD. “As a result, there 
are churches fi lled with confl ict and peo-
ple not knowing how to deal with anger 
and pain, which infl uences the nature of 
the community.”

The group of 14 considered the six major 
keys to building an emotionally healthy 
church, and refl ected on how to address 
the issue as ministry leaders with the help 
of a book by Peter Scazzero, The Emotion-
ally Healthy Church.

“As shepherds of the sheep, this will help 
us minister to the pains and hurts of church 
members,” says Pastor Fa’oliu Langi, di-
rector of Adventist family ministries for 
the Trans-Pacifi c Union Mission.

According to Dr Craig, steps will be 

taken to network with ministerial col-
leagues and develop a greater concern for 
relationships, family and the heart of the 
church through this interaction.

The group were also charged with the 
responsibility of creating a safe place in 
churches from sexual abuse and domes-
tic violence.

“Family ministries is very strong in the 
SPD,” says Karen Flowers, co-director 
of Adventist family ministries at the GC. 
“We have a capable team of colleagues 
with great expertise.” Mrs Flowers also 
expressed interest in seeing how the SPD 
will pioneer the next stages in the devel-
opment of their family ministries curricu-
lum.—Melody Tan

Family ministries explores church life

L-R: Dr Ron Flowers and Mrs Karen Flowers, 

co-directors of Adventist family ministries 

for the General Conference, and Dr 

Bryan Craig, director of Adventist family 

ministries for the South Pacifi c Division.

Joy at Mamarapha 
students’ baptism
ROSSMOYNE, WESTERN AUSTRALIA

O
n August 5, three Mamarapha 
College students were baptised at 
the Rossmoyne church, WA. John 
Adidi, his wife, Nazareth, and an-

other student, Miitungane (Mitch) Akai, 
were the candidates.

Mr and Mrs Adidi came to Mamarapha 
from the Torres Strait. They are in their 
third year of study. Prior to attending Ma-
marapha, Mr Adidi had been a deacon for 
another denomination, but was asked to re-
sign when he chose to attend the college.

Mr Akai and his wife, Kelly, are both at-
tending the college. He is in his fi rst year 
of study. 

“The decisions that John, Nazareth and 
Mitch made have brought great joy to the 
staff, fellow students, as well as to the mem-
bers that know these dear people around 
Australia,” says Pastor Ross Goldstone, 
a guest lecturer at the college.—RECORD 

staff /Ross Goldstone

Mamarapha’s baptismal candidates.
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BERKELEY VALE, NEW SOUTH WALES

O
n July 20, Sanitarium held a break-
fast celebration entitled “All things 
are possible” to celebrate the past 
year’s record sales success and to 

dedicate the next 12 months to God. 
Some 150 Sanitarium employees joined 

the president of the South Pacifi c Division 
and chairman of the Sanitarium Board Pas-
tor Laurie Evans, Sanitarium CEO Kevin 
Jackson, general manager–Australia Dean 
Powrie and business associates, including 
Australian cricketer Brett Lee.

The “All things are possible” theme, 
derived from Matthew 19:26, focused on 
continuing the success gained throughout 
the previous fi nancial year as the company 
puts measures in place to achieve the stra-
tegic goals for the coming 12 months. 

Each of Sanitarium’s general managers 
attending donned aprons and served a wide 
range of Sanitarium’s breakfast foods to the 
guests and employees before all sat down 
together to enjoy the program. 

The program commenced with fi ve 
speakers from different parts of the com-
pany sharing successful and amazing sto-
ries of their experience of God’s blessing 
over the past 12 months. Guest speaker 
Murray Hunter, youth ministries director 
from the South Queensland Conference, 

emphasised the importance of every sin-
gle Sanitarium employee to the company, 
and that together, through service, the 
strategic goals would be achieved through 
God’s leading.

During the past 12 months, Sanitarium 
has experienced one of its best-ever years, 
exceeding an ambitious sales budget by sev-
eral million dollars and increasing revenue 
from its international businesses to 20 per 
cent of the total. 

Cause for celebration has also come from 
exceptional growth in Sanitarium’s prod-
ucts such as Weet-Bix, which has grown 
more than 10 per cent since 2005 and the 
Up & Go brand, which is now locked into 
fi fth position in Australia’s top 10 breakfast 
cereals.—Julie Praestiin

Sanitarium’s breakfast success AYDC reaches out
LILYDALE, VICTORIA

F
or the young people of the Adventist 
Youth Development Centre (AYDC), 
based on the farm at Lilydale Ad-
ventist Academy, the year has been 

full of many different activities that have 
pushed the young staff to strive for God. 

AYDC was started at the beginning of 
the year by four young people from Lilydale 
Adventist church; Nathan Hall, Luke Mur-
ray, Tara Turner and Lorinda Lister.

They’ve given their time to make a dif-
ference in the community, including visiting 
Yarra Valley Aged Care and spending time 
with residents there, taking classes with the 
Year 7 students at LAA and starting a foli-
age farm to support the program.

The group is currently searching for 
more projects to work on, as well as more 
members for the AYDC team.—Chris 

Winzenried/RECORD staff 

The AYDC team (L-R): Tara Turner, Luke 

Murray, Nathan Hall and Lorinda Lister.

Getting a serve from your boss—

Sanitarium employees collect breakfast 

served by general managers.

The First Baptist Church of 

Watertown, NY, USA, dismissed 

a female Sunday school teacher 

with 54 years of service to the 

church on August 9 because 

they had adopted a literal bibli-

cal interpretation that prohibits 

women from teaching men. The 

dismissal letter quoted 1 Timothy, 

where Paul writes, “I do not per-

mit a woman to teach or to have 

authority over a man; she must be 

silent.” This came just days before 

more than 1500 United Method-

ist clergywomen from around the 

world celebrated their rights and 

advancements in Chicago. “Jubi-

◆ lee week” was held August 13-17 

to celebrate 50 years full-clergy 

rights to women. Today, there 

are about 9500 United Method-

ist clergywomen, accounting for 

one-fi fth of all United Methodist 

ministers.—crosswalk.com

During the latest round of vio-

lence in the Middle East, Mor-

mons and Muslims pooled their 

resources. During the fi rst week 

of August, an MD-11 plane fi lled 

with 85 tonnes of medical sup-

plies and other aid left Salt Lake 

City, Utah, USA, and landed in 

Lebanon. Mormons, with a long 

◆

history of disaster preparedness, 

had the supplies and Muslims, 

who consider charity one of the 

fi ve pillars of Islam, had the con-

tacts on the ground. Despite deep 

doctrinal diff erences, both groups 

believe helping others is a cen-

tral tenet of their faith. “We kind 

of complement each other,” says 

Mokhtar Shawky of Islamic Relief 

Worldwide.—Adelle Banks

Canon Chris Sugden, of the 

Anglican Mainstream group, 

has backed the idea of ATMs 

on church sites. “With the with-

drawal of banks and post offi  ces 

◆

in rural areas, it is appropriate that 

churches, as community buildings, 

should be available for services of 

this kind,” he says.—Ananova

Jews for Jesus has poured vir-

tually all its resources into New 

York City in July for its largest 

evangelistic campaign ever. The 

worldwide outreach group says 

it has already passed out more 

than 650,000 tracts. It has also 

spent $US1.4 million to place illu-

minated panels in the city’s vast 

subway system that read, “Jews 

for Jesus” and “Jesus for Jews.” 

—crosswalk.com

◆

IS YOUR CHURCH DOING SOMETHING EXCITING, INNOVATIVE OR INSPIRING? EMAIL RECORD@SIGNSPUBLISHING.COM.AU
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Homecomers urged to leave legacy
(Continued from page 1)

speaks of God continuing to work through 
us until the Second Coming. “This is pretty 
mind-blowing stuff,” he said. “Not only 
does this begin to blur the lines between 
life and death—for our God sustains our 
life’s work even when we have passed 
away—but it has powerful ramifi cations 
for how we live our lives.”

Vespers included a live telephone inter-
view between Dr Arthur Patrick, a gradu-
ate of one of the Homecoming honour years 
(1956), and Dr James Cox, a former college 
president who established Homecoming in 
1981. Dr Cox lives now in California, USA, 
and woke at 3 am to speak with Dr Patrick. 
Senior music lecturer Dr Robb Dennis 
had earlier invited former members of the 
Avondale Singers to join the choir on stage 
to sing one of the choir’s signature songs, 
Karen Thrift’s “Who is this Man?”

The Avondale College Alumni Associa-
tion presented its highest award to Dr Cox 
during the worship service the following 
day. Current president and namesake Dr 
John Cox received the Outstanding Alumni 
award on behalf of Dr Cox. The award rec-
ognises Dr Cox’s commitment to further 
education—he has served at the church’s 
Columbia Union College, Theological 
Seminary at Andrews University and 
College of Health and Sciences at Florida 
Hospital. It also recognises his service in 
education to the church in general, and 
Avondale in particular.

Each of the Homecoming honour years 
also honoured a class representative. Re-

ceiving citations this year were Geoffrey 
Rosenhain (1936), a former head of the 
college’s Teacher Training Department, 
Wynstan Dowling (1946), Harold Halli-
day (1956), Gweneth Berkel (1966), Colin 
Raethel (1976), Tony Robinson (1981), 
George Buckley (1986) and Royce Mc-
Murtrie (1996).

Members of the alumni association also 
re-elected Pastor Roger Nixon as presi-
dent during the association’s annual gen-
eral meeting.

The Promise provided support for the 
Sydney Male Choir during the Homecom-
ing concert on Saturday evening. The vocal 
ensemble’s 30-minute set consisted mostly of 
an uninterrupted sequence of songs from the 
musical Les Misérables. The male choir, con-
ducted by Alan Thrift, who served for more 
than 30 years as head of music at Avondale, 

received two encores. 
The fi rst ended with 
Cy Colman and Dor-
othy Fields’s “Rhythm 
of life,” an apt example 
of the energy and enthu-
siasm of the choir mem-
bers.—Brenton Stacey/

Arthur Patrick

*The Murdoch Lec-

ture is available on 

CD from the College 

church offi  ce (call + 61 2 

4980 2272 or email 

< c o l l e g e c h u r c h @

avondale.edu.au>).

Adventist identity 
and mission studied
COORANBONG, NEW SOUTH WALES

C
hristian hope is a paradox: it’s so bad 
out there, we can never fi x it; it’s so 
good out there, it will be fi xed,” Dr 
Charles Scriven declared at the cli-

max of four lectures on the theme, “Being 
and becoming Adventist.”

The lectures were part of the Advent-
ist Studies series, presented annually by 
Avondale College and the college church 
since 2002.

Dr Scriven opened the series with “The 
story behind the story,” the narrative of 
Scripture. “Against his age’s negativism, 
Abraham embraced hope; even in this life, 
even on this earth, a nonconforming com-
munity could be, thanks to God’s covenant 
of peace, a blessing.”

Jesus provided a reinterpretation of the 
story of Abraham, and such stories make a 
bigger difference than propositions, accord-
ing to Dr Scriven. He presented Adventism 
as being shaped by the picture of Christ’s 
return, familiar with disappointment, en-
riched by the Sabbath. We “focus on the 
practice of hope: how you live when you live 
by the light of the returning Christ.”

At the end of each address, Dr Scriven 
posed three major questions and invited 
others from the audience. The presentations 
were an ongoing conversation between 
speaker and hearers, focused on Adventism 
as “a journey of transformation.”

Dr Scriven, president of Kettering Col-
lege of Medical Arts (Ohio, USA), was in-
vited to Avondale for the Adventist Stud-
ies series (August 18-20), as the presenter 
of the Murdoch Lecture and as speaker of 
the Homecoming worship service.

Dr Rebekah Wang Scriven, his wife, 
a medical doctor and noted author, gave 
lectures entitled “Living God’s grace” and 
“Hurry–worry sickness: is there a cure?”

The message of the series was well point-
ed in remarks by Dr Charles Scriven: “I 
want to help us get as simple an affi rmation 
of our faith as possible. God has given us 
a mission of trust. Jesus is coming back to 
where He was wounded in the house of His 
friends. We have an identity that matters; a 
mission that matters.”—Arthur Patrick

Adventist Studies speaker Dr Charles 

Scriven continued exploring Adventism 

as “a journey of transformation” 

during the Homecoming weekend.

The Sydney Male Choir performed at the Homecoming 

concert on the Saturday evening.
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W
hile situated just a few min-
utes drive north of Brisbane’s 
rapidly expanding suburbs, 
the Landsborough church in 

the Sunshine Coast (Qld) hinterland re-
tains the character of a country church. 
The 150-member church community has a 
family focus but also a strong sense of mis-
sion and enthusiasm for reaching out to the 
communities from which the members are 
drawn. This has led Landsborough to plant 
a number of churches in nearby towns and 
to maintain active involvement in a variety 
of projects.

A church family
Pastor Mike Brownhill, with his wife, 

Dawn, has pastored the Landsborough 
church for almost fi ve years. “What I love 
about Landsborough church is the family 
atmosphere,” he refl ects. “What I mean 

by that is that we have a broad range of 
ages and they all seem to get on fi ne with 
each other.”

His summary is echoed by church mem-
bers, both longstanding and new. 

“We have been at Landsborough church 
for 18 years, and have always been wel-
comed and loved,” says church elder Beth 
Beaden. “And I suppose it is my love for 
our church family that I hold very dear 
and special.”

“After becoming interested through 
reading the Signs magazines offered by the 
Landsborough ADRA shop, and requesting 
some Search videos and also attending Pas-
tor Geoff Youlden’s ‘Life after life’ seminars 
on the Sunshine Coast, I was baptised last 
September at the Landsborough church,” 
adds Ivan Colledge. “Sabbaths are now 
the highlight of my week and I love my 
church family.”

Church 
history

Landsborough 
developed as a rail-
way town and the 
original base for the 
Landsborough Shire 
Council, which with 
coastal population 
growth has now re-
located to Caloundra. 
Seventh-day Advent-
ists began meetings 
in Landsborough in 
1948 in members’ 
homes, and by 1950 

when numbers had increased to 19, the 
newly formed church company moved to 
the Landsborough School of Arts.

Land for construction of the church was 
purchased in 1956, building commenced 
in 1957, and the church on its present site 
was offi cially opened on June 22, 1958. 
Since that time, a church hall was built in 
two stages, and is currently undergoing 
renovations.

With continually growing numbers, 
plans were drawn up to extend the church 
building and to modernise the facility in 
1994. In 2000, it became necessary to extend 
the church building again. 

“Today we have a modern brick com-
plex, air conditioned for the comfort of 
the congregation,” reports senior elder 
Glen Woosley.

According to Mr Woosley, the Landsbor-
ough church has also maintained a vision 
to have an infl uence in surrounding com-
munities. “For years, we tried to evange-
lise in Caloundra, but our efforts met with 
little success,” he says. “Until a number of 
years ago, we had a group we were able to 
support in planting a church there and it 
has grown beyond anything we were able 
to do from here.”

Planting to grow
But perhaps the most signifi cant date 

in Landsborough’s church history is more 
recent: April 8, 2006. “I guess one of the 
most exciting things that’s happened here 
in recent times is planting a couple of new 
churches,” Pastor Brownhill says with a 
hint of understatement.

Local church: Landsborough, Qld
BY NATHAN BROWN

Members outside the Landsborough church. 

Above: Pastor Mike Brownhill preaches at a recent baptismal service.
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“Early this year, I ran a mission pro-

gram—a 20-meeting series in two towns,” 
he explains. “I ran one in Woodford, just 
west of Caboolture, a little town of a couple 
of thousand people. I also ran one in Kilcoy, 
about 25 kilometres further west. We didn’t 
have a presence in either of those towns but 
we ended up with a handful of people, non-
Adventists from each location, at the end 
of the mission who were impressed with 
the truths of Adventism.”

To nurture these new interests, a group 
began meeting on Sabbath afternoons at 
a home in Woodford and a group of fi ve 
church members and fi ve newly interested 
people now meet on Sabbath mornings 
in Kilcoy.

“So that’s two of them; they both started 
on April 8 and they’re both holding their 
own very nicely,” reports Pastor Brownhill. 
“But the third one was one that we kind of 
planned. Landsborough church was get-
ting a bit too crowded and we cast around: 
what are we going to do? Quite a number 
of our members lived in Maleny and came 
down to Landsborough every Sabbath, and 
so planting a church up there seemed the 
natural thing to do.

“There was also a desire on my part to 
get a little church planted up there to meet 
the different demographics, where non-Ad-
ventist people up there probably wouldn’t 
come down to Landsborough.

“So I’m excited, I’m very optimistic about 
that plant,” he enthuses. “Maleny is going 
from strength to strength. They average 
about 45 at worship these days. They also 

started on April 
8. I had planned 
that. But the other 
two were purely 
coincidental. My 
mission fi nished 
a few days earlier, 
and we couldn’t 
leave them for too 
long. I guess there 
has to be a balance 
between the stra-
tegic planning side 
of it and letting 
the Holy Spirit act 
when He’s ready 
to make a move.”

“Home” at Landsborough
According to Pastor Brownhill, these 

church plants have in no way lessened the 
dynamism of the Landsborough church 
itself. He lists the various projects and 
programs the church continues to main-
tain. Among these are an ADRA shop 
the church operated for a couple of years 
but that came to an end earlier this year 
when the lease on the premises expired. 
He cites an active, involved and self-mo-
tivated youth group and moves on to the 
Homes of Hope groups that continue to 
expand.

Homes of Hope is an initiative of the 
Australian Union Conference, which 
has been embraced in the Landsborough 
church community. Coordinator of the fi ve 
current projects is Lindsay Grace.

“Homes of Hope in a nutshell is 
where God leads and directs, meet-
ing people’s needs, building relation-
ships into faith community,” Mrs 
Grace explains. “To me this is a for-
mula for success in church growth, 
stability and nurture.”

The groups include weekly lunch 
groups, a youth group, a 50+ group 
and a moto group. According to Mrs 
Grace, as well as reaching out to the 
community, these groups also work 
to nurture those within the church. 
“It is amazing that out of 11 hosts for 
the lunch group, eight members are 
newly baptised and one isn’t even a 
member,” she comments.

Merril Clarke is a coordinator 
of Moto Landsborough. “We use 
motorbikes as an interest item to 

socialise and nurture church members and 
their friends,” she reports. “We schedule 
monthly events and these are a great op-
portunity for bonding between ourselves 
and an event that we can invite our non-
churchgoing friends to. One recently 
baptised couple have used these events 
to introduce their non-Adventist family 
members and friends to their Christian 
friends and lifestyle.”

The Landsborough team
Talking with church members, the team 

spirit of Landsborough church is appar-
ent. Members reference other members 
and the role they play in the church’s life 
and mission.

“Our pastor is a hardworking, out-going, 
dedicated man and his enthusiasm and 
love for the Lord and the Advent message 
encourages new and old members alike to 
enjoy the Sabbath experience,” says Mr 
Woosley.

“I see church as teamwork,” adds Mrs 
Beaden. “We are all part of the body of 
Christ and we are blessed to have a church 
family that is ready to lend a hand, pull to-
gether and support and spread the word.

“Even though Landsborough is situ-
ated at the bottom of a hill, we pray it will 
always be a church that boldly shines its 
light—and that those who walk through 
our door will fi nd acceptance, friendship 
and the love of God.”  R

This is part of a series of articles profi ling healthy local 

churches in the South Pacifi c Division.

Nathan Brown is editor of RECORD.

Moto Landsborough is a Homes of Hope group that holds monthly 

events attracting church members and their non-Christian friends.

Beth Beaden (left) greets Ivan Colledge. “The 

people in our church are my family,” says Mrs 

Beaden, a church elder and member for 18 years.
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I 
was working at an ambulance 
station in a rural town on a major 
highway. It was one of those sunny af-
ternoons when even though you know 

better and your experience tells you oth-
erwise, you still don’t expect bad things to 
drop out of the sky onto your head. 

We were called to a car and semitrailer 
collision 15 kilometres south of the town. 
When we arrived, we were told by a har-
assed-looking policeman that there was a 
“dead kid over there,” pointing to an incon-
gruous blue child seat, back to us, upright 
on the road. He then said that we needn’t 
go and look as she had “lost most of her 
head in the prang.”

I would normally have gone and looked 
immediately as I have been nearly caught 
out before. But I knew the offi cer in this 
case and decapitation is fairly diffi cult to  
mistake, so I took his word for it. As it 
turned out, he was correct. 

The rest of the scene lay before me with 
fi ve patients still alive: one woman—the 
driver of the car in her30s—two older chil-
dren, the driver’s elderly mother and the 
truck driver. All, except the truck driver, 
had serious injuries with broken limbs and 

lacerations to heads, chests and bodies. 
We were 80 kilometres from a major 

town and I called for back-up. My partner 
and I proceeded to triage and provide care 
in that sort of stream of consciousness that 
emergency workers will be familiar with.

“Alright?”
Sometime later, I found myself looking 

up and seeing that everything we could do 
had been done. All our patients were on 
stretchers or backboards, as we had only 
two stretchers in our truck and we were still 
waiting for back-up to arrive. We had done 
all of the paramedic things with splinting, 
IVs, drugs, oxygen, blankets and reassur-
ance. All our patients were conscious and 
they all knew that little sister (seven years 
old) was dead. 

If I looked up I saw trees and sky and a 
lovely afternoon. If I looked down a bit I 
saw otherwise, in a kind of now-you-see-
it, now-you-don’t sort of way.

I was talking to the mother. She had been 
driving at the time of the accident and her 
car had crossed over the centre line of the 
road, colliding with the semitrailer. 

The truck driver was shaken but unhurt 

and waited with the police, giving his state-
ment in that dazed sort of way that people 
do when these things happen. 

It was immediately clear to the moth-
er—and to me—that this crash was her 
fault. She knew it and stoically suffered us 
manipulating her nearly severed right arm 
in order to restore some circulation.

She looked me in the eye and said to me 
“It’s alright, isn’t it?” with an upward lift 
in her voice that told me she needed for it 
to be so, in some way. I have been in this 
situation before and since, and my one rule 
is not to tell easy, small, convenient “white” 
lies when people need and deserve the 
truth and may not have the time for polite 
insincerities. 

“No, it’s not alright,” I replied.
I paused briefl y, then said, “But it’s OK 

for it to be that way just now.” 
She seemed to understand this and 

started to cry quietly for the fi rst time since 
the accident 40 minutes earlier, 41 minutes 
after she had a seven-year-old daughter and 
a right arm and no greater problem than 
getting to Melbourne in time for what or 
whoever was waiting. Before her were 
months of physical healing and a lifetime 

Does it have to be alright?
BY SIMON HOUSTOUN
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of dealing with an event that required only 
a few seconds of inattention to occur. 

Thinking back
My statement to her may seem hard to 

some, but it is a simple truth Niezstche1 al-
luded to when he said that what does not 
kill us makes us stronger. It appeared to 
me from watching the experience of oth-
ers that this woman would live through 
this ordeal, albeit with scars of the physical 
and psychological kind. She would come 
through and the horror of now would be 
replaced with something else. I hope she 
chose the positives, the value of what and 
who is left and the need to remember, in an 
appropriate and meaningful way. 

I don’t know what eventuated for her 
besides her immediate survival. But I often 
think back on that woman, her broken fam-
ily and her uncertainty about the future. 
She is like me and I am like her. 

I can look at the damage I have done, 
the injuries I have caused myself and oth-
ers and I know that it is not alright. I am 
certain of my culpability. I can link cause 
to effect in my actions and no amount of 
blame-shifting to my society, my advantages 
and limitations, God’s choice to allow sin 
to endure or any other thing can move the 
blame from me. It is mine. 

I accept Jesus’ forgiveness and I experi-
ence the renewal He gives in the return of 
some part of my innocence. I forgive myself 
and know I am a sinner. Jesus tells me 
this and accepts me, but the results of my 
actions remain and haunt me. 

We are called to be the “light of the 
world” (see Matthew 5:14) and yet my 
own blame and the harm I cause lead 
me to run desperately toward the one 
conclusion that things are not alright 
just now, but it is OK for things to be 
that way. 

Choosing hope
Oprah Winfrey tells of her discovery that 

the bad feelings she dealt with by overeat-
ing were OK.2 It was, she discovered, OK 
to experience these feelings without hav-
ing to resort to the destructive culinary 
responses she used to choose. This was so 
because the feelings were fi nite in their 
ability to hurt, and responding by eating 
only gave them more life and affi rmed 
their hold over her.

In His decision to allow the world to 

proceed past the event of Adam 
and Eve’s sin, God Himself al-
lowed and confi rmed this idea 
of the fi niteness of evil (see Gen-
esis 20:7) by His withholding of 
what we might think of as instant 
justice. 

He did so several times in the 
biblical record but did not do 
so for most of the world at the 
Flood (see Genesis 6:13) and in 
more localised instances such as 
Sodom (see Genesis 19:24) and the 
original inhabitants of Canaan 
(see Deuteronomy 7:2). In these 
examples, it seems that although 
evil is fi nite, our commitment to it 
can be total, reinforcing and sus-
taining the evil we pursue, giving 
it a longevity it does not deserve 
and would not have of itself. 

We are confronted by murder-
ers and abusers and genocide, and 
we ask the same question, “Is this 
alright?” Obviously it is not, but 
apparently it is OK for it to be 
that way just now.

I have struggled with this idea, but I 
fi nd I must accept it as it is one of the fi rst 
things that happened after Creation and 
the introduction of sin in the world. God 
tolerated it. He did not have to. He could 
have hit the rewind button—or at least I 
think He could have. 

 God has the long view (see Genesis 3:22 
and Revelation 1:18) we lack and He can 
provide true justice for murdered children 
and raped mothers, justice that is as beyond 
us as they are in the grave, and away from 
our good intentions.

And so I ask myself the further ques-
tion, “Does it have to be alright?” And I 
fi nd that for myself and my family I believe 
that eventually “Yes, it must.” It is unac-
ceptable for it to be otherwise and God has 
promised that it will be alright in the end. 
This is called hope, the fruit of love that 

“believes all things, [and] hopes all things” 
(1 Corinthians 13:7, NKJV). 

Not “alright,” but OK
As a paramedic, I work to make things 

OK now, as well as I am able—as Christ 
commanded me, to provide that “cup of 
water”—and by doing so helping both my-

self and that needy person I am privileged 
to assist. I hope for more help than I can 
give, both now and later. If I want this 
hope to be fulfi lled soon, I fi nd I must 
have faith, another fruit of love. 

So if I love, I choose to know or be-
lieve that things will be alright in God. 
As a rational human being with eyes 
and ears, I see that of myself and others, 
things are not alright. But as a Christian 

and follower of the Author of love and that 
infi nite seeming tolerance of me, I see that 
things are not alright, but that it is OK for 
them to be that way just now.  R

1. Nietzsche (1888), Twilight of the Idols, or How to Phi-

losophise with a Hammer, Penguin Classics, 1978.

2. J Shulman (2004), Eating to Feel, <http://www.

alive.com/>.

Simon Houstoun is a paramedic, who 
writes from Toowoomba, 

Queensland.

As a rational human 
being with eyes and 

ears, I see that of 
myself and others, 

things are not alright.
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V
ideo ministry is NOT cold-turkey doorknocking. 
You are delivering a video at people’s request. This is one 
of the strengths of video ministry. They are expecting the 
video. Experience has shown that video couriers are wel-

come. Occasionally a person will have changed their mind and 
not accept the video. But seldom, if ever, is anybody antagonistic 
at the door. Video ministry is an easy approach.

You connect with all kinds of people when you deliver videos. 
All kinds of people respond for all different kinds of reasons.

There’s Absent Albert. He never seems to be home, and you have 
to persist with a number of visits before you fi nally catch him.

Curious Kate requests everything she sees on TV, just out of cu-
riosity. You begin to wonder whether Kate has any serious interest 
in the videos at all, but she continues to request more.

Freebie Freddie specialises in anything that’s advertised as free. 
Again, you wonder whether it’s worthwhile because his interest 
seems to be so mercenary.

There’s also Bored Betsy. Maybe she’s a shut-in and has nothing 
to do, so responds to all the offers on TV. Again, it’s easy to judge 
Betsy’s motives—and be so wrong.

Lonely Lennie doesn’t have a lot of friends and is the kind of 
person who is happy to talk and needs someone who can listen. 
He’s more interested in you than the video—that’s the way it ap-
pears anyway.

Then there’s Searching Sally. She’s been delving in many dif-
ferent spiritual areas looking for answers to life. She is the one we 
think we’ve been looking for.

But don’t be deceived. Only the Lord knows the heart, and He 
uses many different ways to get people involved. Maybe the inter-
est is in another area, but as people see the videos they are so often 
drawn to the message and the Saviour. Remember, every person is 
on their own spiritual journey.  Every person has their own agenda 
and their own needs. They will view the video at their own speed. 
Some will take two weeks to view it, while others will be so en-
thusiastic they will want more than one video each week.

Some will seem to take a long time to become friendly. Oth-
ers are hospitable; while others never invite you in. The point is 
that we need to reserve our judgment as to whether people have 
a spiritual interest or not. It’s only with time as we get to know 
people and begin to speak in more depth on spiritual things that 
we really understanding their hungering, their agenda and the 
journey they are on. 

While people are receiving videos, don’t give up!  R

This is part of a series of articles exploring video ministry and how it can work in 

your community.

John Gate is director of the Adventist Discovery Centre.

Video ministry: 
Expect anyone

BY JOHN GATE
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“Slim” pickings 
DAVID GIBSON, NSW

Paul’s verse to “become all things to all 
men” does not mean to compromise our 
standards with the world’s, as “Dear Slim” 
(Editorial, August 19) seems to suggest. The 
Bible tells us to remove ourselves from the 
world (see 1 John 2:15 and Romans 12:2). 
“Conformity to worldly customs converts 
the church to the world; it never converts 
the world to Christ” (The Great Contro-
versy, page 509). 

General Conference music guidelines 
advise that “not all sacred/religious music 
may be acceptable for an Adventist. Sacred 
music should not evoke secular associations 
or invite conformity to worldly behavioural 
patterns of thinking or acting.” The gospel 
is so powerful it breaks through barriers, 
whether they be cultural or spiritual. 

I hope Adventists will seriously consider 
the form by which they share the gospel as 
it can make or break the message. When 
the third angel’s message is calling us from 
the world, to use the world to preach our 
message would be hypocritical.

JOHN RALSTON, SA

The editorial “Dear Slim” is disturbing 
because the proposition of respect for “con-
temporary art” is not in harmony with the 
three basic truths of genuine Christianity:
1. God’s forgiveness of our past is granted 
because of our change of attitude (repent-
ance) and acknowledgment (confession) 
that our life has not been lived in obedience 
to His commands.
2. The “new birth” of the Holy Spirit re-
sults in a different lifestyle.
3. There has to be submission to and depend-
ence on the presence and power of Jesus to 
bring victory over inherent self-pleasing that 
is the root cause of wrong-doing.

When KJ-52 continues to use this form of 
music, is he revealing a change in his own 
life? Christianity does not need to be dragged 
down to the “lowest common denominator” 
to make it understandable and relevant.

Texts like 1 Corinthians 9:22 and Philip-
pians 1:18 should not be misused to support 
such practices. A Christian always has the 
greatest impact on others when, in every-
thing he or she does, he or she uncompro-
misingly reveals the difference between 
what they were and what they now are. 

“If anyone is in Christ, he is a new crea-
tion; the old has gone, the new has come!” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17, NIV).

 
DESRÉ NIKOLICH, NSW

The message of “Dear Slim”—that “we 
need to fi nd better ways to engage with the 
art and entertainment of our culture”—
rings true. The genres of popular culture, 
resonate more deeply in the modern psy-
che than traditional Christian art forms. 
As Christians it is our challenge to connect 
with cultural relevance—being authentic 
to our purpose and audience. 

We often perceive culture through lan-
guage and demographics. We Adventists 
have our own culture. But culture has 
fl uidity over time and therefore our con-
cept of cultural relevance must alter as the 
culture does. 

Jesus challenged the religiosity of His 
culture as a means of conveying spiritual 
truth to His listeners. In the early 1900s 
hymns were often set to popular tunes of 
the day. The Bible itself has been trans-
lated not only into different languages but 
many modern paraphrases written for the 
language and culture of today. Christian 
artists, using modern art forms, can au-
thentically engage a new generation with 
a credible voice.

Crossing your teas
BRYAN BALL, NSW

In the fi nal paragraph of “Veteran church 
leaders take a hike” (News, August 12) John 
Arthur’s imagination ran away with him. 
Weary walkers? Cornish cream teas? The 
only cream tea this walker saw was after 
arriving at Land’s End when we permit-
ted ourselves a little celebration in the local 
hotel —cream tea only, of course!

This occasion was made even more en-
joyable when John’s wife, Ruth, told us 
John had just been awarded an OBE in 
the Queen’s 80th birthday honours list. 
John is one of a very few Adventists in the 
UK to be honoured in this way. The of-
fi cial citation refers to services to charity 

through the Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency. 

So well done, John, and well done, lads. 
But we ain’t weary yet! And hopefully 
RECORD readers are not weary of walk-
ing for ADRA each year when the oppor-
tunity comes.

Unfailing Word
RUSS PRINGLE, VIC

The letters under the title “Jesus’ nature” 
(Letters, August 19) need to understand 
what Scripture is saying. I was years in 
the mission fi eld before I understood my 
Bible pertaining to the purity and nature 
of Jesus Christ.

Jesus was a divine human: 100 per cent 
divine and 100 per cent human. He was not 

200 per cent; just as the Trinity is not 300 per 
cent. The Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 
one God. They cannot be separated. While 
they are distinct, they can never be separat-
ed—except at Calvary when Jesus was made 
to be sin so we could be declared holy. He 
was declared to be what He was not, so we 
can be declared to be what we are not.

I now stand before Heaven as holy, harm-
less and undefi led because I accept Jesus as 
my substitute and surety.

Jesus had an advantage to me in His hu-
manity or He would have needed a Saviour 
just as I need one. Scripture sometimes 
understates things. He was tempted in all 
points like us, sin excepted. He was tempted 
more than I have ever been. I have never 
been tempted to make stones into bread.

The Old Testament is replete with state-
ments that Jesus would not fail, so I believe 
He could not fail, even if some of our pio-
neers mistakenly thought He could. Scrip-
ture cannot fail.

Christian artists, using modern art 
forms, can authentically engage a new 

generation with a credible voice.

Note: Views in Letters do not necessarily represent 
those of the editors or the denomination. Letters 
should be less than 250 words, and writers must 
include their name, address and phone number. All 
letters are edited to meet space and literary require-
ments, but the author’s original meaning will not be 
changed. Not all letters received are published. See 
masthead (page 2) for contact details.
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Appreciation
Potts,  Pastors Malcolm and Desmond 
Potts and families would like to express 
appreciation to the many people, both 
in Australia and overseas, who offered 
support and sent messages of condolence, 
after the recent passing of Pastor Thomas 
Potts. This support was offered so freely 
and spontaneously and is a tribute to his 
life of ministry for God and the church he 
loved to serve. Thank you.

Stanfi eld,  Athnee, Janelle Dennis, Leon, 
Helen Ryan and Pam Wold, and their 
families, would like to thank all relatives 
and friends who overwhelmingly sup-
ported us through your prayers and en-
couragement, fl owers, cards, food, phone 
calls, visits and offers of help during Tom’s 
sickness and after his death.

van Rensburg,  Pastor Andre, Margaret 
and Martin appreciate the love and amaz-
ing kindness shown by so many of our 
friends and church family with the death 
of Erik. As a tribute to Erik we set up a 
trust fund “Destined for Leadership” held 
by the South Queensland Conference, to 
train young people. Thank you to those 
who gave $10,727 to the fund, the fl owers, 
cards, letters and many other ways you 
supported and upheld us. The love of God 
was poured on our broken hearts by you.

Weddings
Agafonoff—Jones.  Samuel Peter Aga-
fonoff, son of Peter (Brisbane, Qld) and 
the late Tamara Agafonoff, and Alison 
Kay Jones, daughter of Ion and Glenda 
Jones (Winston Hills, NSW), were mar-
ried on 25.2.06 at Winston Hills, Sydney. 
 Sean Berkeley

Allan—Hilder.  Benjamin Allan, son of 
Marion Allan (Sunshine Coast, Qld), and 
Kelly Hilder, daughter of Kevin and Jenny 
Hilder (Balcolyn, NSW), were married 
on 16.7.06 at the “White” Chapel in the 
Hunter Valley Gardens.
 Larry Laredo

Trow—Heinicke.  Pryce Charles Trow 
and Roma Mary Heinicke were married 
on 23.6.06 at the Maroochydore Adventist 
church, Qld. Eric Hursey

Obituaries 
Ferris,  Muriel Ruth (nee Ferris), born 
4.5.1918 on Norfolk Island, of mission-
ary parents, Arthur and Jessie Ferris; died 
23.7.06 at Wangaratta, Vic. In 1943 she 
married Peter. She was predeceased by her 
elder daughter, Esther Garner; her broth-
ers, Pastors Norman, Walter and David; 
also her sister, Esther. She is survived by 
her husband; her daughter, Irene Buck-
ley; and her sister, Edna Heise; also nieces 
and nephews, who honour her memory. 
She lived for most of her life in the towns 
of Boweya and Glenrowan. Muriel’s love 
for the Lord and His Word led the elders 
of her church to call on her frequently to 
preach for the Sabbath services. Her com-
munity spirit led her into the presidency 
of the CWA and to the establishment of a 
Senior Citizens Club in Glenrowan. 
 Lyell Heise, Colin Lockyer

Ginger,  Edna, born 24.11.1917 in Ceylon 
(Sri Lanka); died 14.6.06 in Sydney, NSW. 
She was predeceased by her husband in 
September 1965; also her siblings, Mervyn, 
Denzil and Neville. She is survived by 
her sons and their spouses, Rohan (Mel-
bourne, Vic), Caryle and Melanie, Derek 
and Margaret (all of Sydney, NSW); and 
her six grandchildren. Edna was a devout 
Christian who always put others ahead of 
herself and lived a life of giving. She was 
passionate about her church and served in a 
number of ministries. She looked forward 
to the Resurrection morning and will be 
sadly missed. Roger Govender
 Rein Muhlberg, Wal Taylor

Advertisements
Note:  Neither the editor, Signs Publishing 
Company, nor the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is responsible for the quality of 
goods or services advertised. Publication 
does not indicate endorsement of a product 
or service. Advertisements approved by the 
editor will be inserted at the following rates: 
fi rst 30 words or less, $A49.50; each ad-
ditional word, $A2.20. For your advertise-
ment to appear, payment must be enclosed. 
Classified advertisements in Record are 
available to Seventh-day Adventist mem-
bers, churches and institutions only. See 
masthead (page 2) for contact details.

For sale in sunny Queensland— retired pas-
tor moving on, has for sale his lovely re-
tirement home. Close to all amenities and 
church in beautiful location. For further 
particulars phone (07) 5462 7628.

Land for sale— Dean Drive, Burpenga-
ry, Qld. Havilah Heights Estate is a small 
exclusive mini acreage estate now selling 
off the plan (settlement 1st Quarter 2007). 
Only 4 km to Northpine Christian Col-
lege, Pine Rivers SDA church and major 
shopping centre. All blocks 3000+M2, town 
water, underground power. Rich soil. All 
high blocks—some with views to Glass-
house Mountains. Some blocks have SDA 
neighbours. Only 8 blocks available. Ideal 
family or retirement living. For further 
information phone Glen or Dianne Mickan 
(07) 3888 7579; mobile 0412 647 494; email 
<havilahheights@aapt.net.au>.

BAC2BAC—40th anniversary celebration. 
 Calling all ex-students and teachers of Bris-
bane Adventist College . . . You are invited 
to our BAC2BAC weekend to celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of Brisbane Advent-
ist College. All ex-students who attended 
either the primary or high school since we 
opened in 1966 are invited to register for 
our special weekend. Registration forms are 
available by phoning us on (07) 3347 6444; 
or email us at <info@bac.qld.edu.au>.

Advent Funerals— an Adventist business 
serving our church community. Sydney/
Wollongong/Central Coast/Newcastle. 
Phone 1300 791 182; fax (02) 4648 0166; 
email <adventfunerals@aol.com>.

General practitioner required—Warburton, 
Vic— VR and FRACGP necessary qualifi ca-
tions. Training practice in the idyllic Upper 
Yarra Valley, only 70 km from Melbourne 
CBD. Please contact Dr David Church (03) 
5966 5988; or <warbmed@uniting.com.au>.

Receive the Hope Channel and 3ABN 
NOW!  Complete satellite kit for just 
$A265 + freight. Full instructions for DIY 
installation or installers available. Australia 
only. Rural Electronics (02) 6361 3636; or 
<ruralele@bigpond.net.au>.

Radio licences for sale.  A US-based Ad-
ventist media entrepreneur is offering 
three 400-watt AM radio licences to the 
SDA churches in Australia at prime loca-
tions: Perth CBD, Adelaide and Newcas-
tle. With potential to cover 15% of Aust-
ralia’s population, these special licences could 
form the basis for a national multilingual 
Adventist radio network. For a prospectus, 
phone Philip Smith on 0409 212 377. 

Data projectors, screens, DVDs VCRs, PA 
systems etc.  SDAs committed to lower pric-
es for SDA churches, schools etc. Ask for 
Trish at Rural Electronics (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfi elds@netconnect.com.au>.

Final Events DVD  and other Amazing Facts 
products and Your Story Hour dramatised 
stories are available from the Australian dis-
tributor, The Story Factory. Contact Darren 
or Robyn Peakall on (08) 9257 2211; 0417 913  
695; or email <info@thestoryfactory.com.au>.

Finally
More important than 

length of life, is how 

we spend each day.

Positions vacant
Trust Services Director—Greater Sydney and North New South Wales Confer-

ences  are seeking expressions of interest for the position of Director of Trust Services. 
Preference will be given to applicants who hold ministerial credentials. Applications 
should be sent to General Secretary, 4 Cambridge Street, Epping NSW 2121; or email 
<mworker@adventist.org.au>. Applications close October 13, 2006.

Offi ce Assistant—South New South Wales Conference (Canberra)   is seeking an Offi ce 
Assistant whose duites will include reception, accounts clerk and youth secretary work. 
Kowledge of Microsoft Offi ce suite essential. Must be a team person with good inter-
personal skills and have an active commitment to Christ and the church. Expressions 
of interest and applications in writing, should be forwarded to the Secretary, South 
New South Wales Conference, PO Box 800, Canberra ACT 2601; phone (02) 6249 6822; 
or email <nhardy@adventist.org.au>. 

PC Support Specialist—South Pacifi c Division (Wahroonga, NSW)  is seeking to 
appoint a PC Support Specialist for its head offi ce in Wahroonga, NSW. For more 
information please visit the POSITIONS VACANT section of the SPD website at 
<spd.adventist.org.au/employment>. Applications in writing   and expressions of 
interest should be forwarded to Human Resources, Seventh-day Adventist Church 
(SPD) Ltd, Locked Bag 2014, Wahroonga NSW 2076; email <hr@adventist.org.au>; 
fax (02) 9489 0943. Applications close September 20, 2006.

International Development Internships—Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency (ADRA)–Australia   is seeking expressions of interest from young profession-
als considering a career in international development. ADRA–Australia supports a 
range of community development and relief programs in the South Pacifi c, Asia and 
Africa, and has a number of internships available for professionals from Australia 
or New Zealand. Successful applicants will be degree-qualifi ed, have previous ex-
perience in a cross-cultural environment and can demonstrate their commitment to 
ADRA’s mission, beliefs and values. For more information visit the POSITIONS 
VACANT section of the SPD website. Applications close October 6, 2006.

Assistant Director for Women’s Residences—Avondale College (Cooranbong, NSW)  is 
seeking a full-time Assistant Director  for Women’s Residences to commence November 
2006 or January 2007. Flexible working hours. Must live on campus. Successful experi-
ence in working with young adults, excellent interpersonal skills, and a love for young 
people is essential. Visit www.avondale.edu.au for selection criteria. For further infor-
mation contact Kevin Judge (02) 4980 2146. Applications in writing,    addressing the se-
lection criteria (including a CV, names and details of three referees) should be forwarded 
to <employment@avondale.edu.au>; HR, Avondale College, PO Box 19, Cooranbong 
NSW 2265; phone (02) 4980 2284; no later than September 27, 2006. 

 For church-related employment opportunities visit the Employment section on the 
SPD website <www.adventist.org.au>.

▲

▲

▲

▲

▲

Volunteers!
Volunteers needed—Adventist Alpine Vil-
lage (Jindabyne, NSW).  General main-
tenance, kitchenhand, customer service.   
Term: 12 months. Stipend paid and ac-
commodation provided. For more infor-
mation, contact Hayley O’Donnell. 

 Email:
<volunteers@adventist.org.au> 

For more positions, check the web on 
<www.adventistvolunteers.org>

 +61 2 9847 3275
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INSTITUTE 
OF CHURCH 
MINISTRY
Avondale College

• Seminars in lifestyle 
 witnessing

• Seminars in church 
 enrichment

• Community 
 (demographic) profiles

• Consultancies

• Research

For details and contact information
www.InstituteOfChurchMinistry.org

“Empowering the local church to 
fulfil the Great Commission”

“In these times when all Christian absolutes are being
challenged, Adventists Affirm serves a crucial role as a defining
influence from a sound biblical perspective.”
Doug Batchelor

“Adventists Affirm is a
magazine I read from
cover to cover. It is
relevant, dealing with
current issues. It is
supportive in arguing
well for the
fundamentals of the
Adventist Church. It
is readable and
inexpensive. It
comes highly
recommended.”

Geoff Youlden

Yes! Sign me up for a new subscription as below

1 Year Aust $25 (NZ/Sth Pacific–$A29 )

2 Years Aust $50 (NZ/Sth Pacific–$A58 )

3 Years Aust $75 (NZ/Sth Pacific–$A87 ) 

Please send a list of back issues available.

I enclose Cheque Money Order for $A

No personal cheques from outside Australia. Please use
international money order or bank draft in Australian dollars.
Sorry! As a volunteer ministry it is not viable for us to accept

credit card payments.

Post to: Adventists Affirm, Australia
PO Box 466, Mandurah WA 6210

Adventists Affirm, Australia is not an official church organisation, but is 
supportive of the church.

Name
Address

Postcode

Subscribe Now
Three issues per year • Back issues available

DON’T MISS
THE LATEST EDITION OF...THE LATEST EDITION OF...

•

Contact Greg or Fay
Ph (02) 9989 8355  Fax (02) 9989 8340  acfi@avondale.org.au

PO Box 502, Wahroonga NSW  2076

ACF Investments LTD
26 YEAR S O F S E RVI C E

$5 0 M I LLI O N I N D E P O S ITS

IN C R EA$E D
RATE$!

PE R S O NAL
SE RVI C E     

NB 36.indd   15NB 36.indd   15 4/9/06   4:03:52 PM4/9/06   4:03:52 PM



Heritage Walk

The heritage walk
The Avondale College Alumni Association launched its heritage walk at 

Homecoming in 1999 to raise money for restoration and repair work on the 
Lake Macquarie campus. The walk between Bethel and College Halls features 

black granite pavers etched with the names of members of the association. 
The first paver bears the name of the oldest living member, Laura Kent, who 

celebrated her 107th birthday this year.

The cost
Members of the association are invited to make a $175 tax-deductible donation 

to the college to have their names etched on the pavers.

The how-to
Contact the Advancement Office (+61 2 4980 2252, 

advancement@avondale.edu.au) to add your name to the heritage walk.

Alumni Association

Engrave your name in stone*

* Help preserve our heritage


