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AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND

O
n August 11, the South Auckland 
Adventist School held a fun run 
to raise money for the Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency’s 

(ADRA) Adventure Plus program. 
Karen Saifoloi, assistant principal and 

Year 3 and 4 teacher at the school, felt this 
was an important project for the students 
to take on, so this year, instead of a week 
of prayer, the school opted for a “week of 
service.” 

All 306 students spent their “You got 
served” week washing faculty members’ 
cars, planting trees for the city council and 
picking up rubbish.

They also donated one of these service 
days to the Adventure Plus fun run on their 
school oval. Each student found sponsors to 
donate per lap run, with 28 students raising 
more than $NZ100 each, and a seven-year-
old taking the prize with $NZ410.50.

In total, the students raised $NZ9500. 
They donated $NZ3500 of this to Mid-
dlemore Hospital’s new birthing unit and 
the remaining $NZ6000 to ADRA’s Ad-
venture Plus. 

The school handed the cheque to the 
Adventure Plus team on September 4, who 
were able to use it to buy an urgently needed 
new truck.—Tara Lewis

Running for a good cause: Students of the South Auckland Adventist School 

raised $NZ9500 for charity with the fun run held on August 11.
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editorial

Angel 2: “Babylon is fallen—that great 
city is fallen—because she seduced the na-
tions of the world and made them drink the 
wine of her passionate immorality” (Revela-
tion 14:8).*

I
n his book LIFE AFTER GOD, Douglas
Copeland has one of his narrators de-
scribe TV footage of a zoo in Miami, 
Florida, in the fl ooded aftermath of a 

hurricane: “There were pictures of ducks 
and tall elegant birds swimming in the 
wreckage except they didn’t know it was 
wreckage. It was just the world.”1 

He describes the situation in which we 
fi nd ourselves. Most of the time we swim 
placidly amid the wreckage of the world in 
which we live. We look at the brokenness, 
tragedy, sorrow and evil by which we are 
surrounded and are tempted to assume it’s 
“just the world.” Indeed, we almost fi nd it 
impossible to imagine life without the pres-
ence and infl uence of evil. We begin to take 
evil for granted, ignoring the fact that so 
much with which we are at least superfi -
cially comfortable is profoundly wrong.

Then every so often we are surprised by 
an obvious outburst that reminds us of the 
underlying malevolence of what evil has 
made of our world. A personal loss or grief, 
a national tragedy, a humanitarian disaster 
or some violent outrage lays bare the fallen-
ness and brokenness. From the terrifying 
and heartbreaking headlines to the quiet 
desperation of our individual disappoint-
ments and despair, our eyes are opened 

again—albeit briefl y—to the wreckage.
It is to this reality that the message of 

Revelation 14’s second angel calls our atten-
tion. All is not right with the world. In fact, 
something is desperately, dangerously and 
diabolically wrong. The story began with a 
world created wonderfully good by a great 
and loving God but evil entered the story. 
We live among the fallout from that story. 
And the inevitable result of this trajectory is 
utter hopelessness and self-destruction.

In the context of the gospel story (see 
Revelation 14:6), this is exactly what we 
need saving from. In our honest moments, 
we can recognise this fallenness within 
ourselves. We can readily name the evil 
elsewhere but, before turning our atten-
tion to righting the wrongs around us, we 
must confess our own failings and admit 
we see at least the seeds of that same evil 
in our thoughts and actions. 

But this story is also played out in the big 
picture of our world. In the presence of evil, 
the power structures of our world tend to 
work against God, His people and His inten-
tions for this world. The political, economic, 
religious and social systems of our world are 
seasoned with this bias toward brokenness. 
The oppression, tragedy, outrage and injus-
tice of human history are the all-too-obvi-
ous results. And so—as people of God—we 
must resist and actively work to counter the 
forces in our world that seek to co-opt, sub-
vert, exploit and destroy all that God created 
and He described as “good.”

Yet, at the same time, the systems of this 

world also seek to hijack our allegiance, styl-
ing themselves in the position that belongs 
only to God as our Creator and Redeemer. 
The Bible regularly employs two images to 
describe the way evil works in the world. 
The prostitute or adulteress whispers seduc-
tively, tempting us to a life of self-centred 
pleasure and luxury, picking the best the 
world has to offer merely for our own gain 
and amusement. Alternatively, the beast 
demands attention, threatening and often 
using violence to try to force its will, em-
bodying a regime in which only the strong 
survive and those who don’t are obviously 
too weak to be of any real value. 

But another voice calls from heaven, 
“Come away from her, my people. Do not 
take part in her sins, or you will be pun-
ished with her” (Revelation 18:4). God is not 
threatening, so much as—in His love—alert-
ing us to what the end result of evil must be. 
Mercifully, evil can never be forever.  

When we are tempted to complacency in 
the face of the horrifi c reality of our world, 
the second angel calls us to awareness of the 
fallenness in which we live and to lift our 
eyes beyond the wreckage we have mis-
taken for the real world to the “everlasting 
Good News” God proclaims.

*All Bible quotations are from the New Living 

Translation.

1. Douglas Copeland, Life After God, Washington 

Square Press, page 85.

Nathan Brown

Fallen

Something is desperately, danger-
ously and diabolically wrong. 
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CANBERRA, AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL 

TERRITORY

O
n August 6 and 7, more than 300 
politicians, prominent citizens and 
academics met in Canberra to re-
view the contribution Christianity 

has made to the development of Australia 
as a nation as part of the fi rst Australian 
Christian Heritage Forum (ACHF). 

Although Australia is largely consid-
ered a secular country, with religion being 
a private matter that has no role in pub-
lic life, the ACHF aimed to advance an 
“alternative” perspective, focusing on the 
important role Christianity has played in 
shaping the nation’s values, institutions, 
professions and government.

The forum also worked to encourage 
Christians in their efforts to make posi-
tive contributions to society by fi nding a 
constructive voice and continuing with 
positive work. Many denominations were 
represented at the ACHF, with the em-
phasis being placed on Jesus rather than a 
specifi c denomination or church.

Representatives for the Adventist 
Church attended the forum, including 
Dennis Reye, Pastor Eric Davey, Julie and 
Ken Weslake, Melody Tan and Drs John 
and Vivienne Watts.

Pastor Ray Coombe, public affairs and 

religious liberty liaison for the South Pa-
cifi c Division, represented the Australian 
Union Conference at the ACHF and says, 
“It was an interesting conference, which 
was not as ‘aggressive’ with a political 
agenda as I thought that it might have 
been. There was a strong emphasis on the 
Christian heritage in the history of Aus-
tralia, but no specifi c recommendations 
or resolutions as to where to go with it in 
the future.”

The plenary addresses at the forum ex-
plored Australia’s Christian heritage and 
character, as well as Australia’s perspec-
tives on Jesus and values. Seminar topics 
included culture and education, business 
and commerce and politics and law. Tim 
Costello, Ken Duncan and Roger Corbett, 
as well as a number of academic historians, 
were among the speakers at the forum.

Speakers emphasised the need for Chris-
tians to be more involved in society, not 
less, but to remember they have to earn 
the right to be heard, rather than assum-
ing it as a divine “right,” with the focus on 
debate instead of dogma.

In his opening plenary address, Geoffrey 
Bolton, chancellor of Murdoch University, 
said, “Christian concepts and imagery are 
enmeshed in much of what we regard as 
Australian self-concept and Australian 
myth: egalitarianism, sacrifi ce, innocence 

betrayed, the ideal of a good society.”
“Because most of the sessions were 

taken up by the presentation of various 
papers, there was very little participation 
or group discussion that might have led 
to the formulation of specifi c actions, so 
in some ways it was not as fruitful, nor 
as harmful as it might have been,” Pastor 
Coombe comments. 

“Tim Costello struck a very good bal-
ancing note on the opening night by warn-
ing against an American-style right-wing 
lobbying of government, but highlight-
ing the importance of not backing away 
from the reality of our Christian heritage, 
and the importance of those values in our 
culture. There was an obvious presence 
of some committed Christian politicians, 
but they did not dominate nor did oth-
ers attempt to politicise the program too 
much.”

Christian politicians attending the 
ACHF included Kevin Rudd, MP, Guy 
Barnett, MP, and Senators Steve Fielding 
and Barnaby Joyce.

Both Mr Rudd and Mr Barnett pointed 
out that the right and left are not religious 
categories and that no policial party has an 
exclusive claim to Christian values.—Adele 

Nash/ACHF/Ray Coombe

More @ www.australianchristian

heritageforum.com.au/

Adventists attend Australian Christian forum

College Park is the fi rst urban 

church in the South Australian 

Conference to adopt a smaller 

country church, Port Augusta.  

This marks the start of increased 

cooperation between churches 

in South Australia. The arrange-

ment is envisaged to provide both 

spiritual and physical support to 

the smaller church. “College Park 

have been wonderful in adopting 

us,” says Robert Dorante, minister 

of Port Augusta church. “We are 

really grateful to them, and with-

out assistance we wouldn’t be 

able to do all the things we can 

now do.”—Grapevine 

◆

The leaders of the Papua New 

Guinea Union Mission (PNGUM) 

office in Lae participated in a 

groundbreaking ceremony on 

September 1 to celebrate the com-

mencement of work on their new 

office complex. The two-storey, 

50-offi  ce building will cost some 

K3.5 million and will take two years 

to build. The new building is being 

built next to the current office, 

◆

which was built in the 1970s. Some 

departmental directors are cur-

rently working from a temporary 

offi  ce nearby as the current offi  ce 

building does not have enough 

space.—Matupit Darius

 The instant popularity of the 

new lunch ministry at Papatoe-

toe church, NZ, took everyone 

by surprise. Each week, around 

200-250 people are choosing to 

linger after church for food and 

fellowship. Original anticipation 

was 100-150 diners would stay 

for lunch. But a few weeks into 

the ministry numbers reached 

◆

almost 300 people. Regular eaters 

help out by contributing toward 

the cost of the food. Members 

are also using this time to step 

out of their comfort zone, sitting 

with someone they don’t know 

and engaging in conversation.—

Jacinda Turnbull-Harman

Almost $A3500 was raised by 

Years 7-10 students from Sydney 

Adventist College, NSW, recent-

ly—in just a few hours. The stu-

dents volunteered to go door to 

door collecting funds for the 90th 

annual ADRA appeal.—Graciela 

Rosales

◆

IN YOUR HANDS — HAVE YOU GIVEN AWAY YOUR SIGNS YET?
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ASANZ Convention attendees meet with 
New Zealand and Indonesian politicians
WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

F
rom June 27 to July 2, tertiary stu-
dents and supporters from New 
Zealand, Australia and America 
gathered in Wellington to attend the 

Adventist Students Association New Zea-
land (ASANZ) 2006 Convention. 

Held at the El-Rancho Waikanae 
Christian Convention Centre, the theme 
was “Called to serve!” and featured in-
ternational speakers Pastor Ron Clouzet 
from Southern Adventist University, 
Tennessee, Pastor Dan Augsburger from 
Michigan, and Pastor Bien Tejano, the 
incumbent Philippines Ambassador to 
New Zealand.

These speakers presented on a variety 
of topics that included “The Holy Spirit 
and the call to service,” “Evangelism,” 
“Surrendering to Christ,” “The privilege 
of prayer” and “Relationship issues” rel-
evant to Adventist young people.  

Pastor Mau Tuaoi, the New Zealand 
Pacifi c Union Conference youth director, 
Pastor Nick Kross, from the South Pacifi c 
Division Youth Department, and Pastor 
Bob Larsen, the regional church pastor, 
were all present for the opening night, 

with Pastor Kross remaining for the en-
tire convention.

Students attending took part in daily 
outreach activities, which included tree-
planting along the Kapiti coastline as part 
of the Nga Uruora project and distribut-
ing copies of Steps to Christ and Sanitarium 
Up & Go drinks in central Wellington in 
exchange for participation in a brief reli-
gious survey.  

More than 120 copies of Steps to Christ 
were given out to the general public by a 
handful of students in two hours, while 160 
new trees were planted at the same time.

A visit to the Indonesian Embassy in 
Wellington was arranged in order for 
canned food items and used clothing col-
lected by the ASANZ students to be for-
mally presented as a contribution to the 
victims of the Yogyakarta earthquake in 
Indonesia, which occurred in the early 
hours of May 26. 

As the Indonesian Ambassador to New 
Zealand had yet to be appointed, the 
ASANZ group was offi cially received by 
the Chargé d’Affairs Minister Counsel-
lor Mrs Marlina S Tahrir, who graciously 
accepted the expression of sympathy and 
extended gratitude on behalf of the Indo-

nesian people and her government. 
An opportunity was given to the student 

body to respond accordingly whereby the 
vision and mission of ASANZ was ex-
plained by the ASANZ president, Dianne 
Sika-Paotonu, and the role of the Ad-
ventist Development and Relief Agency 
in Indonesia emphasised to the embassy 
offi cials who were present. Following the 
presentation, the group was given books 
and DVDs about Indonesia.

One of the highlights at the convention 
was the offi cial tour of Parliament build-
ings, where the group was also permitted 
to enter the debating chamber during 
question time and observe Cabinet min-
isters debating the current tertiary issues 
in New Zealand. 

While at Parliament the ASANZ group 
met with Hon Chris Carter, Minister of 
Conservation and Ethnic Affairs—a re-
sult of involvement with the tree-planting 
project. During this meeting an opportu-
nity was given to share with the minister 
and his offi cials the vision and mission of 
ASANZ students as Adventist young peo-
ple, emphasising the community aspect of 
ASANZ’s outreach efforts.—Dianne Sika-

Paotonu/RECORD staff 

Avondale Memorial church, 

NSW, recently installed a new 

Johannus organ. An afternoon 

of music was held on June 24 to 

introduce the organ. The event 

featured world-renowned organ-

ist Peter Kneeshaw, along with 

the church’s 60-voice choir, under 

the baton of Alan Thrift. Earlier 

this year, Stanmore church, NSW, 

celebrated its 108th anniversary 

and the return of its fully restored 

pipe organ. After two years of 

restoration, the organ was re-

dedicated to the glory of God. The 

organ was originally purchased in 

1928.—Northpoint/Intrasyd

◆ Caboolture church, Qld, runs 

a popular community program 

called “Creative activities.” Week 

by week almost 100 community 

members attend a wide variety 

of classes—from craft to com-

puter lessons. Glenda Dunn 

found a brochure in her letterbox 

about the program and, with the 

class discovering she is a skilled 

dressmaker, was asked to teach a 

number of classes. Impressed by 

the friendliness of the organis-

ers, she soon started attending 

church services and, after Bible 

studies, was baptised on August 

19.—Kristiina Somerville

◆ On July 5, young people of Otara 

church, NZ, presented a drama 

adaptation based on the book Lin-

eage of Grace by Francine Rivers. 

With a touch of humour, passionate 

dramatisation and gospel singing, 

the story was told of the outpour-

ing of God’s amazing grace upon 

the ancestral mothers of Jesus. 

Many of the young people came 

forward at the concluding altar 

call of the production. One week 

later, more youth were requesting 

baptism.—Peter Howard

Warrimoo church, NSW, recently 

completed a “Six weeks of spiritu-

◆

◆

al growth” campaign that resulted 

in the formation of fi ve home fel-

lowship groups. The campaign 

explored the fi ve basic privileges 

of Christian living: worship, fel-

lowship, discipleship, ministry and 

mission. All were encouraged to 

show their commitment by wear-

ing a small ribbon throughout 

the week—a diff erent colour each 

week. When asked what the small 

ribbon represented, members had 

an opportunity to tell about their 

church’s spiritual growth cam-

paign and extend an invitation 

to attend a small home-fellowship 

group.—Roger Vince

DAYS AND OFFERINGS: ◆ OCTOBER 14—ADRA APPEAL SUPPORT OFFERING; SPIRIT OF PROPHECY DAY 
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MELBOURNE, VICTORIA

G
rowing faith—the essence of Ad-
ventist education” has continued 
to be the focus for Adventist edu-
cation in Victoria in 2006, and has 

been taken on in context of both students 
and teachers.  

In a fi rst-time event, August 18 saw 
all Melbourne Advent-
ist schools come together 
for a Combined Adventist 
Schools Day of Worship—
“Magnify.” The morning 
program was for the prima-
ry students, and more than 
1000 students and staff from 
the seven primary schools 
came from as far away as 
Geelong and Warburton for 
a worship program focusing 
on “Sharing Jesus.” 

The afternoon program 
was for the secondary stu-
dents, with more than 800 
students and staff sharing 
thoughts on “Getting Jesus 
out there.”

Every school was involved in present-
ing various parts of the programs, such as 
prayer, praise and worship, musical items, 
testimonies and introducing speakers. 

Each school also had the opportunity to 
share a short visual presentation—“This 
is my school”—to enhance a sense of 
fellowship. 

Students attending the programs were 
given age-appropriate challenges from Pas-
tors Wayne Boehm and Derek McCutcheon 
to share Jesus with others.

Tania Calais, schools development of-

fi cer for the Victorian Conference, says, “It 
was a fabulous opportunity for students to 
see a bigger picture of what our Adventist 
schools stand for, and also for the Educa-

tion, Children’s Ministries and Youth De-
partments of the Victorian Conference to 
work together in focusing on evangelising 
the 1800 students in our schools.”

“Growing faith—the essence of Advent-
ist education,” the theme fi rst presented by 
Lanelle Cobbin from the New Zealand Pa-
cifi c Union Conference at the 2005 South 
Pacifi c Division’s Principals Conference, 

and the theme was further 
expanded on by Mrs Cob-
bin at the Victorian Con-
ference’s teachers meetings 
in April

At the beginning of Au-
gust, a special “Week of 
spiritual emphasis” was also 
organised for the teachers 
in Victoria, with readings, 
discussion and sharing times 
during morning staff wor-
ship focusing on the book of 
Hosea and God’s love. 

The week culminated 
in a special Sabbath wor-
ship program for teachers, 

with guest speaker Dr Norm 
Young and featuring music 

from First Love, a musical production 
written by Lindsay Morton, a teacher at 
Gilson College, Victoria.—Tania Calais/

RECORD staff

Day of Worship for Melbourne schools

The choir at the Combined Adventist Schools Day of Worship, which was 

attended by more than 1800 students from schools in and around Melbourne.

Xtreme Conversion, a Christian 

reality-TV show that compares the 

all-out commitment of extreme 

sports enthusiasts to the focus 

needed to be a real Christian, is set 

to air on various television stations, 

including Hope Channel. Each 

half-hour program tracks the real-

time progress of Christians who, 

through the power of Christ, are 

making powerful changes in their 

lives. There’s testimonies and tips 

from Christians who have gained 

victories over life challenges such 

◆

as drugs, pornography, alcoholism 

and obesity. “The parallels between 

extreme sports and Christianity are 

not only amazing, but also thor-

oughly biblical,” says Dwight Hall, 

host of Xtreme Conversion and 

an elder of the Coldwater church, 

Michigan, USA. Xtreme Conver-

sion adds thrill and imagination 

by uniquely mixing clips of surf-

ing with baptism and skydiving 

with prayerful testimony. Mr Hall’s 

goal is to get viewers to make the 

ultimate decision—to “jump out 

of the plane,” so to speak.—Barry 

Champion

More @ xtremeconversion.com

The Fresno Westside church, 

California, USA, ran a community 

baby shower with games, food 

and gifts on June 25 for almost 

300 women and their young chil-

dren. Many of the guests were 

from two area rehab facilities, a 

refuge for victims of domestic 

violence and a local emergen-

cy housing agency. The party 

culminated six months of out-

◆

reach activities, including week-

ly parenting classes. Catherine 

Ruff , the ministry’s coordinator, 

says, “We’d been Bible-studied to 

death so we changed it to a wit-

nessing class.” Her class began 

going door to door on Sabbath 

afternoons, meeting and pray-

ing with the neighbours. If no-

one was home, a card was left 

telling the resident that they’d 

been prayed for and to call if they 

wanted a visit. Most neighbours 

wanted prayer for themselves 

and their families and follow-up 

phone calls and visits were also 

made.—Caron Oswald

◆ OCTOBER 21—CHILDREN’S DAY 
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SYDNEY, NEW SOUTH WALES

P
astor Geoff Garne, editor 
of RECORD from 1981 to 
1985, has launched his book 
Still the Best News Ever! in 

Australia.
A compilation of articles writ-

ten by Pastor Garne and published 
in Seventh-day Adventist maga-
zines around the world over a 
period of 50 years, Pastor Garne 
sees the book as “a token of praise 
to God for the goodness he has 
shown me over the past 80 years 
of my life.”

Pastor Garth Bainbridge, secre-
tary of the Ministerial Association 
in the Greater Sydney Conference, 
spoke at the launch while Dr Eric Web-
ster, editor of Signs of the Times in South 
Africa, provided a prayer of dedication 
for the book.

“This book has been crafted by a deep 
love and concern for others and a passion 
for Christ,” said Dr Webster during the 
prayer. 

The book was dedicated to the “minis-
try of fi nding the lost, pointing the way to 

the Saviour, encouraging the saints and in 
anticipation of the glories of life eternal.”

According to Pastor Garne, now a re-
tired pastor living in Auckland, his vision 
for the book is that it will be bought by 
Adventists to give to their non-Adventist 
family and friends.—Melody Tan

Still the Best News Ever! is available 

at Adventist Book Centres for $A14.95 or 

$NZ18.95.  

Former RECORD editor 
launches book in Australia

Sanitarium launches 
new products
BERKELEY VALE, NEW SOUTH WALES

S
anitarium has introduced two 
new offerings to its range of Vegie 
Delights meat-free meal bases, 
opening up more easy-to-prepare 

options for people wanting delicious, tasty 
dishes in the quickest time possible.

Vegie Delights Mince and Stir-Fry Strips 
are made from textured vegetable protein 
and are perfect for a host of contemporary 
cafe-style recipes. Both are 99 per cent fat 
free, cholesterol free, a great source of iron 
and zinc, are high in vitamin B12 and meet 
the Heart Foundation’s strict nutritional 
guidelines for the Tick logo.

Susan Wilson, Sanitarium group prod-
uct manager, says the new additions to 
the Vegie Delights range are an ideal fi t 
for those looking to cook more vegetar-
ian meals. “Newspoll research conducted 
in May 2006 shows one in two Australian 
women eat at least one vegetarian dinner 
a week. Combined with the already broad 
Vegie Delights range, the Mince and Stir-
Fry Strips provide even more simple op-
tions for people looking to create delicious 
vegetarian meals quickly,” she said.

There are now more than 20 products in 
the Vegie Delights range.—Julie Praestiin

More @ www.vegiedelights.com.au

Dr Eric Webster, Pastor Geoff  Garne and Pastor 

Garth Bainbridge at the launch of Pastor 

Garne’s book Still the Best News Ever!

Members of a Presbyterian 

megachurch in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 

USA, have decided overwhelm-

ingly to withdraw from the Pres-

byterian Church, making it the 

largest congregation to do so. 

More than 1000 members of Kirk 

of the Hills Presbyterian church 

turned out and voted 967-to-36 

to affi  rm a vote by church elders 

to leave. The group then voted to 

request affi  liation with the Evan-

gelical Presbyterian Church (EPC). 

The decision comes after the Gen-

eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church adopted a policy that some 

pastors say will allow gay pastors 

◆ in the church.—crosswalk.com

A bulk supermarket that gives 

away all its food has provided a 

helping hand to 18,000 Christch-

urch, NZ, families and individuals 

during the past four years. The 

0800 Hungry Ministries Trust 

warehouse in Wainoni has hun-

dreds of pallets of groceries lin-

ing their shelves. “You name it, 

we probably have it,” says man-

ager Debbie Drain. “Everything 

was going to the dump until we 

came along.” Goods are donated 

by suppliers, most of it close to 

its use-by date or having dam-

◆

aged packaging, but still per-

fectly useable. 0800 Hungry aims 

to provide churches with a tool 

to connect with their local com-

munity. When people phone for 

food, the organisation contacts 

a local church, which is asked to 

provide volunteers to pick up the 

parcels from the warehouse and 

deliver them.—John McNeil

Christian groups are outraged 

at a new law passed in the Indi-

an state of Chhattisgarh, which 

requires government approval 

of any religious conversion. The 

bill has been amended to say that 

◆

“returning to one’s original reli-

gion will not be treated as con-

version,” which Christian groups 

believe is a way to allow Hindu 

organisations to reconvert Chris-

tians back to Hinduism.—Chris-

tian News Today

A report shows Lakewood 

church, Houston, USA, is cur-

rently the fastest-growing US 

church with 12,000 additional 

members this year. The annual 

report listed the top 100 fastest 

growing churches in America—

52 churches were not in last year’s 

top 100.—crosswalk.com

◆

IS YOUR CHURCH DOING SOMETHING EXCITING, INNOVATIVE OR INSPIRING? EMAIL RECORD@SIGNSPUBLISHING.COM.AU
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Adventists add voice 
to global concerns
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND, USA

C
ontinuing concern for the deplorable 
living standards and threats of vio-
lence facing people in many parts of 
the world was expressed by Jonathan 

Gallagher, an Adventist representative 
from the General Conference’s Depart-
ment of Public Affairs and Religious Lib-
erty (PARL), who joined more than 2500 
other delegates from non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs) at the United Na-
tions (UN) building in New York for the 
59th Annual NGO Conference. 

Their mission? To draw up a better and 
more effective means of forming global 
partnerships to protect security and foster 
development worldwide. Meeting under 
the theme “Unfi nished business: Effective 
partnership for human security and sus-
tainable development,” the leaders of civil 
society and government present committed 
to fi nding practical methods to make the 
world a safer and more humane place.

As UN General Assembly president Jan 
Eliasson reminded conference participants, 
such goals require immense commitment. 
“We have such huge tasks now that I some-
times ask myself, ‘Will we make it?’” But 
he was quick to add that they could cer-
tainly be accomplished. “Working together, 
creating international structures, creating 
strong and effective international coopera-
tion, strengthening the United Nations, is 
a good thing for the world.”

Mr Eliasson also emphasised the need 
for contribution to be made by NGOs, and 
encouraged them to work with the UN to 
develop and secure human rights.

“Adventists are committed to social ac-
tion, recognising that our interest is in the 
whole being of what makes us human—
mental, physical, social and spiritual,” said 
Pastor Gallagher. “Consequently we are 
very much involved in making this world 
a better place through humanitarian action 
that includes health, education, disaster re-
lief, development aid, social development 
programs and so on. We believe that by 
so doing we are following the example of 
Jesus in caring for all the needs of human-
ity.”—PARL/ANN staff 

WAHROONGA, NEW SOUTH WALES

T
he Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency (ADRA) has been 
successful in two Australian Fed-
eral Government grant applications 

totalling $A98,219, made through the 
National Emergency Volunteer Support 
Fund (NEVSF).

Funding from both grants will be used 
to further develop ADRA’s National Pro-
gram support for its Disaster Recovery 
Volunteers. This includes improvement 
of volunteer recruitment, training, equip-
ment, operational resources and database 
development.

Gary Christian, ADRA–Australia’s 
National Program director, says, “This is 
a signifi cant achievement for ADRA and 
the growth of our Disaster Recovery Vol-
unteers Program. This not only allows us 
to grow and improve the quality of our 
program but also illustrates the confi -
dence that NEVSF have in the organisa-
tion and the credibility of ADRA’s work 
in Australia.”

“This funding will make possible sig-

nifi cant improvements to our program, 
that will help ADRA be more effi cient, 
responsive and enhance capacity, when 
an emergency happens,” says Chris Olaf-
son, ADRA–Australia’s Disaster Response 
coordinator.

The two grant applications of $A55,000 
and $A43,219 were submitted on March 
2 and were recently approved for the full 
amount requested. 

ADRA was one of 440 agencies apply-
ing for this funding.

Currently the ADRA Disaster Recovery 
Volunteers Program has resourced more 
than 2000 volunteers throughout Aus-
tralia. The program provides emergency 
accommodation services to evacuees and 
emergency management personnel.

ADRA–Australia is fully accredited 
with the Australian Government’s Agency 
for International Development (AusAID). 
It is signatory to the Australian Council for 
International Development Code of Con-
duct, which requires members to main-
tain high standards of corporate govern-
ance, public accountability and fi nancial 
management.—ADRA–International

ADRA receives grant for 
Disaster Volunteer program

Community HIV/AIDS centre highlights 
issue of child abuse
LAE, PAPUA NEW GUINEA

C
hild abuse occurs in many rural 
villages in Papua New Guinea. 
This information was shared 
with participants who attended 

a recent Konigi child-abuse prevention 
training program for community and vil-
lage leaders in the Watabung Sub-Districts 
in the Eastern Highlands. 

The program was organised by the Muki 
Community and held at their newly built 
HIV/AIDS Resource Centre. It was funded 
by the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency–PNG through AusAID’s PNG 
Church Partnership Program. Training, 
which lasted for a week, was facilitated by 
the Adventist Health Department, Wat-

abung Police Commander Senior Constable 
Peter Dii and the child-abuse section of the 
Eastern Highlands police department.

The 36 participants were given infor-
mation about forms of child abuse, how 
to prevent it from occurring, possible so-
lutions, who to contact if reports are made 
and how it is related to the spread of HIV/
AIDS in PNG. 

Adventist health program manager 
James Gahare told the participants that by 
looking at the statistics in the country, child 
abuse is shown to be a major indicator for 
many who contracted the HIV/AIDS virus 
under the age of 19. 

Adventist health is working in many 
parts of PNG to raise HIV/AIDS aware-
ness.—Martina Darius
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I
f i gave you $100,000 in crisp, $50 notes, 
you’d be excited, wouldn’t you? And if 
I said you could spend it on whatever 
you wanted, when you wanted, with 

no strings attached, how would you feel 
then? What would you do with it? You 
could pay all those bills and buy a new car. 
You could go on the holiday of a lifetime 
and fulfi l your dreams! Maybe you could 
retire—even if it was just for a while. 

Now, instead of giving you $100,000 to 
spend, what if I asked you to raise that 
amount for mission work? Your task—if 
you accepted it—would be to settle in Co-
oranbong, establish a fundraising organisa-
tion for mission work, and lead Avondale 
College students in fundraising for 27 years. 
During that time you would participate en-
thusiastically in everything from endurance 
walks, to curry days, money-can collections, 
car washes, food stalls and music events. 

Hold it there! I know you’re eager to 
accept the challenge but before you go get-
ting all enthusiastic you should consult an 
expert like Charles! Ninety-six this year, 
Charles Pointon is known to a generation 
of Avondale College graduates. 

Until recently he was the oldest student 
at Avondale College and most know him 
as the elderly man who sits patiently in the 
cafeteria with a sign asking for donations. 
Recent students know him as the old guy 
on the orange scooter. Others know Charles 
as a bearded gentleman with a heart for 
poor children. And just about anyone who 
has met Charles knows of his passion for 
COSMOS.

COSMOS is a campus charity that has 
raised $A108,158. It has been a huge task. 
But, according to Charles, raising money 
for mission is fun! Take, for example, the 
fact that he sought sponsorship to walk 
from Cooranbong to Newcastle at age 74—
and he walked the full 50 kilometres! In 
2001—aged 91—he inspired students when 
he walked halfway, a full 25 km.  

Charles Pointon was born in London in 
1910, became an Adventist in 1937, survived 

the Blitz during World War II and migrat-
ed to Australia in 1969 after the death of his 
wife. Since 1978 he has been enthusiastically 
raising money on the Cooranbong campus 
and has become quite an identity.

“Why do you do it?” I asked Charles 
recently when I interviewed him. “Why 
not relax and take it easy?”

“Well,” he replied after a pause, “help-
ing others is important. COSMOS was not 
my idea but when I was introduced to it I 
took the skeleton of an idea and put fl esh 
on it. Through the efforts of many this 
missionary club has become an impor-
tant part of college life. It is my greatest 
accomplishment.”

In fairness to others, Charles points out 
that from 1990 to 2001 he was able to help 
COSMOS for only a few weeks each year 
when he made special trips to Avondale 
College. “I was at Kempsey helping with 
the Aboriginal ministry, teaching Sabbath 
schools, preaching and organising pro-
grams,” he says. “I’m grateful to Dr Barry 
Oliver and others who kept COSMOS 
going until I returned.”

Charles is amazed and humbled to have 
raised more than $100,000. “COSMOS has 
been like the mustard seed, small at fi rst 
but grown into a big tree.” When asked if 
he had enjoyed giving away all the money 
to the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency (ADRA), Asian Aid and other hu-
manitarian organisations he replied, “The 
world is full of those in need and it gives 
me great joy to spend the money for their 
good, rather than for mine. I’m surprised 
I’m still alive at 96.”

Ever the optimist, Charles says, “Life gets 
better and better as you get older. I’ve got 
so much in my mind to think about and 
life is getting more interesting. My mind is 
clearer than ever before. My body is getting 
a bit weaker but generally life is greater and 
more wonderful as the years go on.”

Charles admits to knowing the well-kept 
secret of living well and long. If you ask 
him he is likely to look you in the eye and 

say, “I’ve been a vegetarian for 70 years. I 
have never smoked and never drunk al-
cohol. I have a strong faith in God and I 
pray regularly. I’ve always been very fond 
of Jesus. My mother taught me that from 
a young age.”

Finally I asked if Charles had any advice 
for all us young people who want to make 
a difference. “Oh yes,” he replied enthu-
siastically. “Every person should be a wit-
ness and missionary for God, at home and 
at college, as well as getting trained and 
equipped for the work. 

“God is the one,” Charles says. “God has 
inspired me to serve.” 

Charles is proud of the achievements 
of COSMOS and thanks all the support-
ers over 27 years of fundraising. “Special 
thanks go to Dr Bruce Lo, Eugene Landa, 
Warren Scott and Astar Alexis for inviting 
me to join with them in the idea of a mis-
sionary club at Avondale. They left me to 
carry the baby,” he says with a grin.

COSMOS continues to operate on the 
Cooranbong campus of Avondale College 
by raising funds for selected charities, in-
cluding ADRA and Asian Aid. “Avondale 
is proud of Charles Pointon’s commitment 
to helping needy people,” says college presi-
dent Dr John Cox. “I would like to express 
my personal appreciation of his fundraising 
work, which has earned him the admiration 
and respect of the entire Avondale College 
community.”  R

Brad Watson is a lecturer in 
international development at 

Avondale College, Cooranbong, New 
South Wales.

Charles Pointon.

Live to give
BY BRAD WATSON
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I 
can’t breathe—it’s agony wonder-
ing where you are. Picture me on my 
knees—have you run too far? Can 
you hear . . . can you hear the sound of 

my heart break with each step you take? 
Can you feel . . . can you feel me when I 
say: ‘Please come back to me. I miss you; 
will you come to your senses? Please come 
back to me.’”*

The loving father pleas for his prodigal 
son. The son—broken and contrite—was 
ready to fl ing himself at his father’s feet 
begging for forgiveness. Meanwhile, the 
“sensible” brother lurked in the shadows, 
watching the spectacle with disdain.

Which one are you?
Do you wonder at the enthusiasm of 

other Christians and think you just don’t 
get it? Are they faking it or is this some-
thing you can have, too? Is it something you 
want? A fl ame minutely fl ickers in your 
heart, yearning to be fanned into a blaze, 
but it wavers feebly in indecision.

Do you think sometimes of the icy black-
ness in the corner of your heart—a hardness 
that sometimes threatens to overwhelm, 
a hardness that produces your proud 
thoughts, your fl ashes of anger, your cold 
feelings toward those you should love?

This is the hard heart that only you know 
about—only you and God. He sees it. He 
knows your ache to be healed, paralysed by 
an apathy and despair that tempts you to 
think, Maybe this is as good as it gets. That’s 
why He’s offered to give you a heart of fl esh 
to replace that heavy weight, your stony 
heart (see Ezekiel 36:26).

Although your feelings tell you some-
thing different, don’t ignore the truth that 
God cares. Even at the shopping centre 

you see sparrows darting about between 
the cars searching for crumbs. Such tiny 
creatures—oblivious to the wider world 
you live in, yet cared for by your heavenly 
Father. Aren’t you worth more than many 
sparrows? (see Matthew 10:31).

God knows all about your hypocrisy—
the times you strive to be “good” but inside 
you know it’s all a pretence. He knows your 
inability to create your own joy and zeal for 
worship. He knows your stagnation and 
the feeling that you are just going through 
the motions of “doing church.” Yet there is 
no condemnation; just a plea to come back 
to the true Source of life. Why subsist on 
chlorinated tap-water when the springs of 
living water are offered for free?

When Jesus stood at the Temple steps and 
denounced the teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees, there were tears in His eyes. His 
face contorted with sorrow and anguish, 
He proclaimed their sins of pride and 
hardness of heart. While God condemned 
these leaders, He still nursed compassion 
for the individuals. 

Jesus cried, “How many times have I 
wanted to put my arms round all your 
people, just as a hen gathers her chicks 
under her wings, but you would not let 
me!” (Matthew 23:37, TEV).This is not the 

wrath of a fed-up God but the emotional 
weeping of a loving heart cut deeply. It is 
a gut-wrenching plea to come back to the 
shelter of His arms. 

It’s not too late for you.
Whatever you do, wherever you go, 

God’s love is there. In black and white you 
read that nothing can separate you from the 
love of God (see Romans 8:38). But it’s not 
just black and white, it’s reality. Even as 
the weeks and months slip past when you 
turn aside from time with God, preoccupied 
with other things, God’s love is there. When 
you look at the Bible on the shelf and pass 
it over for a magazine or turn to the TV 
remote control, God’s love is still there. As 
you come to church with a smile pasted on 
your face and your thoughts drift to your 
plans for afterwards while others listen to 
the sermon, God’s love is still there.

Though you don’t feel it, God’s love is 
still there. He is searching relentlessly for 
you, His lost sheep. He is calling you.

What will you do?  R

*Michelle Tumes, “Please Come Back” from Listen, Spar-

row Records, 1998.

Susan Johnstone writes from 
Stanthorpe, Queensland.

Hard heart
BY SUSAN JOHNSTONE
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A
s part of humanity’s continu-
ing exploration of the universe, 
humanity has succeeded in land-
ing exploratory probes on the 

planets Mars and Jupiter in recent years. 
The photographs transmitted back to 
earth can only be described as awesome. 
Yet no trace of life has been found out 
there. No evidence of a Supreme Being 
has been detected. So millions of peo-
ple are asking, Why should 1 believe in 
God? How can you believe in Someone 
you’ve never seen, of whom there is no 
tangible evidence?

This is not a new question. It has 
vexed the human mind and spirit for 
centuries. In Job, thought by scholars 
to be the most ancient book in Scrip-
ture, the question is asked, “Canst thou 
by searching fi nd out God? Canst thou 
fi nd out the Almighty unto perfection? 
Job 11:7*). For us tiny creatures to try to 
comprehend everything there is to know 
about God is like a colony of ants trying 
to fi gure out everything there is to know 
about humanity.

When God chose Moses to lead the He-
brew people out of slavery to their own 
land, Moses wished he could see God. God’s 
answer to His wish was, “Thou canst not 
see my face: for there shall no man see me, 
and live” (Exodus 33:20). Yet the Bible tells 
us “he endured, as seeing him who is in-
visible” (Hebrews 11:27). To Moses, God’s 
presence was as real as though he could 
actually see Him. He saw God with the 
eye of faith.

Have you ever wished you could see 
God? 1 have had such a wish, especially in 
times of deep distress and trial. Yet seeing 
God with the eye of faith and experiencing 
His personal presence as if we could actually 
see Him, is not a privilege exclusive to only 
spiritual giants like Moses. It is a privilege 
we all can enjoy. To each of us ordinary 
21st-century pilgrims, God’s presence can 
be as real as if we could actually see Him. 
Peter tells us, “Whom having not seen, ye 
love; in whom, though now ye see him not, 

yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeak-
able and full of glory” (1 Peter 1:8).

Let’s consider six suggestions 1 have 
found helpful toward experiencing this 
reality:

1. We can see God in His handiwork.
A Westerner was travelling with a 

Bedouin through the desert. After their 
fi rst night’s stopover, the Bedouin said, 
“There were camels passing our tent dur-
ing the night.” 

“Really?” responded the Westerner. 
“How do you know? Did you hear them? 
Did you see them?” 

“No,” responded the Bedouin with a 
smile. “I did not hear or see them, but I can 
see their footprints in the sand.”

Similarly, we may not be able to see God, 
but we can see His footprints in the sand. 
We can see His handiwork in every fra-
grant fl ower, in every shapely leaf, in every 
lofty tree, in every bird in fl ight, in the hon-
eycomb of a beehive. We don’t need to look 
outside our own bodies to see evidence of 
the master mind of a creative Genius: the 

structure and function of our eyelids, our 
fi ngers, our knees, our tongues, our skin, 
our hair, our voice boxes, to mention only 
a few of a million wonders of the human 
body. Like David we have reason to ex-
claim, “I will praise thee; for I am fear-
fully and wonderfully made: marvellous 
are thy works; and that my soul knoweth 
right well” (Psalm 139:14).

A brilliant Jewish scholar, Dr Crerald 
L Schroeder, has written a remarkable 
book entitled The Hidden Face of God. 
The author, a professor at the Hebrew 
University, in Jerusalem, sets out to 
demonstrate that although God’s face is 
hidden from us mortals, we can see Him 
encoded in the mystery of DNA, in the 
miracle of the human mind, in the mar-
vel of nerves and muscles, in everything 
that comprises the universe around us 
and within us. It makes intriguing and 
inspiring reading.

2. We can see God in His providential 
leading in our own lives, in the lives of oth-
ers, and in history. 

Here is just one example from the an-
nals of history:

Published in 1611, the King James Ver-
sion of the Bible has been a staple in Chris-
tian literature for more than 400 years. 
Although its language is now somewhat 
old-fashioned, it has spoken to the hearts 
of untold millions of readers all over the 
English-speaking world. But consider this: 
On November 5, 1605, a group of disgrun-
tled citizens plotted to blow up the British 
Houses of Parliament at a session they knew 
King James I would be attending. The plot 
was miraculously uncovered and foiled. 
Guy Fawkes, the man who had placed the 
explosives, was tried and hanged. But for 
that, King James would almost certainly 
have lost his life. The British monarchy 
would have been in disarray and the coun-
try would have fallen into the hands of an 
anti-Scripture faction. Instead, the Chris-
tian leaders of England were spurred on to 
produce an Authorised English Version of 

Seeing the invisible
BY GEOFFREY GARNE
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Scripture. It was completed and presented 
to King James six years later. 

Hundreds of fascinating stories like that 
could be cited from the pages of history!

3. We can see God in His Word, the 
Bible.

The Bible is a revelation of God. What 
kind of God does it reveal Him to be? 
When Moses longed to see God, “the Lord 
passed by before him, and proclaimed, 
The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-suffering, and abundant 
in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression and sin, and that will by no means 
clear the guilty” (Exodus 34:6, 7). 

I encourage you to read the stories 
recorded in the Bible of people God 
has dealt with in this way. Whenever 
you’re feeling discouraged or confused 
about some situation you fi nd hard to 
handle, open the Bible and read a story 
that reveals God’s dealing with people. 
Keep a Bible with you in your car, and 
whenever the going gets tough, open it 
and read. Read the about Job, Daniel, 
Esther or Jonah. Read the Gospels or 
the book of Acts. 

In all these accounts you will see the 
invisible God interacting with ordinary 
people like you and me, in the kind of 
human situations and crises we have to 
endure from day to day.

4. We can see God in Jesus.
Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God—a 

revelation of His character, love, power, 
redeeming grace, wisdom and His plan of 
salvation. Twenty-four times in the New 
Testament Jesus is referred to as the Sav-
iour. When everything else has been said, 
the God of the Bible is the God of John 
3:16: “God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever be-
lieves in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.”

In His preaching Jesus referred to God 
as “our Father” no fewer than 60 times. Be-
cause He is your Father, you are His child. 
He loves you and cares about you. You are 
precious in His sight. There is nothing in 
the world that is for your good, that He 
would withhold from you. “He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for 
us all, how shall he not with him also freely 
give us all things?” (Romans 8:32).

5. We can see God in our worship of 
Him.

Look at the awesome picture of what 
happened to Moses when he came to the 
tabernacle to worship Him: “And it came to 
pass, as Moses entered into the tabernacle, 
the cloudy pillar descended, and stood at 
the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord 
talked with Moses. And the Lord spake 
unto Moses face to face, as a man speaketh 
unto his friend” (Exodus 33:9, 11). 

Moses couldn’t actually see God; the 
cloud veiled Him from his sight. But his 
communion with God was as intimate as if 
he could see Him. They spoke to each other 
“as a man speaks to his friend.” 

We too can have the enriching, uplifting 

experience of the Divine–human encounter 
when we worship Him in church, in our 
homes, in the quiet place of prayer. As we 
lift our minds heavenward and open our 
hearts to Him, He will reveal Himself to 
us and lift the burdens that threaten to 
crush us. He will speak to us personally, 
as a man speaks to a friend, as a parent 
speaks to a child.

6. We can see God refl ected in the lives of 
beautiful people.

The poor and homeless of Calcutta saw 
God in Mother Teresa. She summed up 
her philosophy of life in these memora-
ble words: “Jesus comes to meet us. To 
welcome Him, let us go to meet Him. He 
comes to us in the hungry, the naked, the 
lonely, the alcoholic, the drug addict, the 
prostitute, the street beggars. If we reject 
them, if we do not go out to meet them, 
we reject Jesus Himself” (Mother Teresa, 
In My Own Words). 

The people of central Africa saw God 
in David Livingstone, the Scottish mis-
sionary–explorer who opened up the then 

Dark Continent to the gospel. He died on 
his knees, praying for Africa. The Brit-
ish authorities instructed that his body 
be brought back to England for burial. 
But the people of Africa protested, “He 
belongs to us. Let us take out his heart, 
then we will send his body to England.” 
Their request was granted. After they had 
removed his heart and buried it in their 
midst, they tenderly carried his body on 
their shoulders to the coast, where it was 
shipped to England for burial in West-
minster Abbey. 

We see God every time we sing one of 
the hymns of Fanny Crosby who, although 
totally blind throughout her 95 years, wrote 
hundreds of beautiful hymns refl ecting her 

love for her Saviour. 
We see God when we listen to the 

magnifi cent music of Beethoven, includ-
ing his much-loved “Hymn to joy” in his 
Ninth Symphony, who could not hear 
much of the music he wrote because he 
became completely deaf during the later 
years of his productive life. 

Look around you, and you will see 
God in the lives of beautiful people near 
you today!

Seeing the Invisible

“Moses endured as [if] seeing him 
who is invisible.” You and 1 will never be 
called upon to endure as much as he did. 
But whatever it is we may have to endure, 
we can bear it as if seeing Him who is in-
visible—seeing Him in His handiwork  
seeing Him in His providences in our 
lives and the lives of others, seeing Him 
in His Word, seeing Him in Jesus, seeing 
Him in our worship of Him, and seeing 
Him in the lives of beautiful people who 
refl ect His love.

And some day, when the battle is ended 
and the victory is won, we will see His face! 
He promises us this in His Word: “We shall 
see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). Then the God 
we now “see” will be visible: “His servants 
shall serve him: and they shall see his face; 
and his name shall be in their foreheads” 
(Revelation 22:3, 4).  R

*All Bible quotations are from the King James 

Version.

Geoff rey Garne is a former editor of 
RECORD, who writes from Auckland, 

New Zealand.

Moses couldn’t actu-
ally see God; the 
cloud veiled Him 

from his sight. But his 
communion with God 
was as intimate as if 

he could see Him.
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O
ne way of maintaining control is to set the agenda. 
But, in outreach, that can be disastrous. In Jesus’ method, 
He looked for the agenda in people’s lives, and came on 
board with their agenda, walked with them, won their 

confi dence and led them to know and accept Him. In our out-
reach ministry, we need to adapt that principle. It means we need 
to be open to people, open to their needs, and open to the leading 
of the Holy Spirit. That requires adaptability and emphasises the 
importance of prayer in outreach, especially video ministry. 

It is convenient to have a one-size-fi ts-all approach. But it’s not 
real. People are different, and it takes tact and thought to be able 
to adapt our approach in video ministry to where people are at and 
what their agenda is. We have already seen how the video minister 
commences as a courier but then becomes a friend, and as time goes 
on even a close friend and confi dant. The video minister needs to 
act appropriately at each point of the growing friendship.

Jesus won people’s confi dence because—as our strategy statement 
reminds us—He listened to people, sympathised with their needs 
and responded in some positive way. People—especially postmod-
ern people—are wary of sham and put-on religion. Postmodern 
people are slow to respond, yet they value friendship. When they 
see someone is genuine and authentic, they are more prepared 
to listen seriously to what they have to say and what they have 
to offer. By focusing on people and their needs and agendas, the 
video minister will win people’s confi dence and open the way for 
the work of the Holy Spirit as He speaks to them through the 
friendship and through the videos.

Discovering people’s 
agenda is not diffi cult. 
By simply asking gener-
al questions about fam-
ily, work, hobbies or any 
things of interest, recur-

ring themes soon become clear. People love to talk about members 
of their family or extended family. As people share, it soon becomes 
clear what brings joy or sadness to them. These are the things that 
the video minister is listening for, praying about and desiring to 
respond to in such a way as to be of help and assistance.

Remember our strategy statement: “Jesus mingled with people 
as one who desired their good.” He was mixing with people and 
building friendships, but taking notice of their needs and respond-
ing to them. That is what the video minister is doing as he or she 
delivers videos and meets people week by week.  R

This is part of a series of articles exploring video ministry and how it can work in 

your community.

John Gate is director of the Adventist Discovery Centre.

What’s going 
on here?

BY JOHN GATE

Friendship is a vital 
key to eff ective 
video ministry.
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How not to advertise?
MARIOS AND LEISA COBACOGLO, 

QLD

What’s going on with the recent full-
page Sanitarium So Good advertisment 
in RECORD (page 31, August 12)? This 
is the type of advertising you’d expect to 
fi nd in any worldly magazine, but defi -
nitely not in RECORD. 

RECORD is a church publication and 
all advertisements should be representative 
of this. Our family and  friends all found 
this not only appalling but offensive in 
this context. You can’t say that a strappy 
bikini-clad woman is not being used to 
sexually promote So Good.

ROSALIE WAINWRIGHT, NZ

Since when did RECORD become a 
pornographic magazine? I strongly object 
to Sanitarium’s recent So Good ad show-
ing a nearly naked woman. Totally out of 
place in our lovely magazine.

 
CHRISTINE TAYLOR, NSW

I was shocked to see a full-page Sanitar-
ium advertisement for So Good displaying 
a couple on the beach in their swimwear. 
The picture portrays the guy piggybacking 
the girl while they seem to be having lots 
of fun in their lack of clothing. 

I felt really uncomfortable, and showed 
this to my husband, who agreed and felt 
the same way I did. We were surprised to 
see such an advertisement in our church 
magazine. We are not old, nor are we re-
ligious fanatics, but felt that this was defi -
nitely inappropriate advertising. 

Sure, we can go down to the beach and 
see this and worse displayed wherever 
we look. We have become so desensitised 
within our society to what is right and 
wrong that morals have slipped out the 
door. They could have had a little more 
clothing on so as not to suggest any sexual 
overtone, which is defi nitely loud and clear 
in this advert.

What are we saying to the world? Do we 
have to resort to sex to sell our products? 
Are our products different enough anyway 
so that people will just want them, where 
they stand out on their own as good and 
pure? What are we saying to our young 
people? We are told to be separate from 
the world. Philippians 4:8 urges us to think 

on things that are true, noble, just, pure, 
lovely and of good report. We should be 
putting away any hint of sin in our lives, 
not promoting it.

RESPONSE: REX SHEEHY, 

MARKETING MANAGER, SANITARIUM 

HEALTH FOOD COMPANY

On behalf of Sanitarium I would like to 
offer my sincerest apologies for any offence 
caused by this advertisement. We have con-
sidered the comments received and will 
take them into account in future.

The image in question was not chosen to 
stimulate sexual attraction, but as an image 
conveying a message that links back to the 
health and wellbeing aspect of Sanitari-

um’s mission statement: “We inspire and 
resource our community to experience 
happy, healthy lives.”

The intent of the photograph in this 
advertisement is to show—in the context 
of our product So Good Active—healthy 
and happy Australians who have the physi-
cal fi tness to enjoy nature, companionship 
and the benefi ts you can get from a plant-
based diet.

Sabbath voting
PHILIP SMITH, QLD

My wife and I voted on Saturday in the 
recent Queensland state election. The elec-
toral commission in Queensland sends all 
electors a guide explaining how and when 
to vote. The guide states clearly that an 
elector may vote before election day for a 
number of reasons, one of which is if “your 
religious beliefs prevent you from voting 
at a polling booth on election day.” Sunset 
on September 9 was at 5.38 pm—some 20 
minutes before the poll closed at 6 pm. 

Since we live just 10 minutes walk from 
our nearest polling booth, my wife and I 
left home a little before Sabbath closed, 
pausing for prayer at sunset while wait-
ing in the fi elds outside the venue. We 
then went inside and proceeded to cast our 

vote prior to the booth’s closure—along 
with several other people making a dash 
to beat closing time. 

Some church members may feel that 
this risks an encroachment on sacred Sab-
bath hours. However, since our Sabbath 
commitment ends at sundown, how can 
we justify not voting on Saturday when 
there is clearly enough time to attend a 
polling booth after Sabbath but before 
voting closes? 

It may be convenient for us to assert 
our supposed entitlement to a pre-poll or 
postal vote on religious grounds, but is it 
not wrong and potentially illegal to not 
vote on Saturday in circumstances when 
it is possible to do so?

Thinking alternative
J E FORBES, VIC

“New cancer vaccine” (Adventist World, 
September 9) was an informative article 
but the little aside at some “natural” prod-
ucts is not helpful. The majority of these 
products are sold at health stores or by 
naturopaths, not “pyramid schemes” as 
the article suggests.

The huge amount of documented and 
“covered up” side effects of medical drugs 
are what are leading many people to seek 
“natural” remedies, which at least “fi rst 
do no harm” in the majority of cases. 
Just because something is “untested and 
unproven” according to standards set out 
by medical bodies, does not mean some 
benefi t is not being experienced with some 
natural products. 

In both the drug and natural fi eld, it is 
important not to throw the baby out with 
the bathwater.

Is it not wrong and potentially illegal 
to not vote on Saturday in circum-

stances when it is possible to do so? 

Note: Views in Letters do not necessarily represent 
those of the editors or the denomination. Letters 
should be less than 250 words, and writers must 
include their name, address and phone number. All 
letters are edited to meet space and literary require-
ments, but the author’s original meaning will not be 
changed. Not all letters received are published. See 
masthead (page 2) for contact details.
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Appreciation
Steed.  The family of Pastor Ernest H J 
Steed wish to thank the many relatives, 
friends and well-wishers throughout the 
South Pacifi c Division who sent letters, 
cards and called with sympathy for the 
family’s loss. Thank you all.

Weare,  Pastor Doug, Glenn Weare and 
Sharon Brewer and their families would 
like to thank all relatives and friends who 
generously supported us through your 
prayers, encouragement, flowers, cards, 
food, phone calls, visits and offers of help 
during Avis’s sickness and after her death. 

Weddings
Barbu—Maneaa.   George Barbu, son of 
Constanta and Petrisor Barbu (Pitesti, Ro-
mania), and Luminita Manea, daughter of 
Pastor Liviu and Irina Manea (Brisbane, 
Qld), were married on 3.9.06 at Capalaba 
Adventist church, Qld
 Gabriel Ontanu, Liviu Manea

Rodrigo—Tomas.  Ashan Rodrigo, son 
of Senapathige (Sri Lanka) and the late 
Josephine Rodrigo, and Suzana Tomas, 
daughter of Dura and Rahilja Tomas 
(Brisbane, Qld), were married on 24.7.06 
in the Botanical Gardens, Sydney, NSW. 
 Gary Kent

Sherwood—Devenish.  Frederick Leonard, 
son of the late Frederick and Frances Sher-
wood, and Audrey Marguerite Devenish, 
daughter of the late Horrace and Louisa 
Murdock, were married on 3.9.06 at Wood-
loes Heritage Chapel, Perth, WA. 
 Patrick Marshall

Obituaries 
Cox,  Christopher Thomas, born 1.6.1936 in 
Melbourne, Vic; died 23.6.06 in Bethlehem 
Hospital, Melbourne. He is survived by his 
wife, Marion; his children, Dianne, Jenny, 
Christopher and Fiona; their spouses; and 
his 13 grandchildren. Chris had a close re-
lationship with God and looked forward 
to the Resurrection. A memorial service 
to farewell Chris was held at Glenhuntly 
church on 9.7.06.
 Irene Karaoglanis

Fatnowna,  Valroy Lance, born 29.6.1939 at 
Mackay, Qld; died 14.7.06 at Mackay. He 
is survived by his wife, Joan; his children 
and their spouses, Gavin and Eileen, Gra-
hame and Janelle, Russel and Tony; and his 
grandchildren, Theodore and James. 
 Rick Ferret

Hodgetts,  Terrence (Terry) Royce, born 
22.9.1928 in Tas; died 8.5.06 in Hobart, 
Tas. On 22.1.49 he married Nola. He is 
survived by his wife (Launceston); his 
son and daughter-in-law, Steven and Ju-
lie (Devonport); his daughter and son-
in-law, Lisa and Chris Moore (Launce-
ston); his grandchildren, Jade, Rebekah 
and Marcus; and his great-grandchild, 
Cadance. Terry was a loving husband, fa-
ther, grandfather and great-grandfather. 
He was also a devout Christian, whose life 
was a blessing to his family, friends and 
the church. He will be sadly missed.
 Harry Saunders, Francis Pule

Moxon,  James (Keith), born 25.1.1922 
at Southport, Qld; died 4.8.06 just out 
of Dorrigo, NSW. He is survived by his 
three sons, Douglas, Stuart and Gregory. 
Keith was a visonary child of God, who is 
now resting in his grave awaiting the call 
of the Master. He rests in peace.
 Kevin Brown

Roberts,  Damon Mark, born 27.4.2001 in 
Sydney, NSW; died 21.8.06 at Gosford. 
Damon was the only child of Rodney and 
Melayna Roberts (Gosford), who died when 
he was fi ve years old as the result of a tragic 
accident. He will be sadly missed by family 
and a large supportive network of friends.
 Russel Stanley
 Andrew Kingston, Ian Howie

Robinson,  Olive Jean, born 18.4.1916 at 
Springfi eld, Tas; died 20.4.06 at Legana. She 
was predeceased by her husband, Archibald; 
also her son, Michael. She is survived by her 
daughters, Jill, Jackie and Gayle; their spous-
es; her grandchildren; and great-grand-
children. Olive was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grandmother. She 
will be sadly missed by her family, friends 
and her Launceston church family. Sadly 
missed, but forever in our hearts.
 Harry Saunders, Francis Pule

Thoresen,  Asa Clifford, born 9.9.1930 in 
Blenheim, NZ, the fourth of 11 children; 
died 31.5.06 at McMinnville, Oregon, USA. 
On 31.8.52 he married Shirley Scarr. He is 
survived by his wife (McMinnville, USA); 
his daughter, Davona (Tanzania); his son, 
Meylan (Portland); and his nine grandchil-
dren. Asa taught biology for 32 years at An-
drews University, 20 of those being as chair-
man of the department. His quiet, Christian 
demeanor infl uenced many of his students 
to have a closer relationship with God. He 
also helped design the science complex at 
Andrews University, which was occupied 
in 1972. In 1992, when he retired, he was 
chosen to receive the John Nevins Andrews 
medallian. Asa lived according to God’s 
directives. A memorial service was held in 
the McMinnville SDA church.
 Lyn Bryson

Wallace,  Pastor Cedric Rolland, born 
17.11.1939 in Johannesburg, South Africa; 
died 24.8.06 at Arundel, Qld. He is sur-

vived by his wife, Hillary; his son, Alistair; 
his daughter, Dianne (both of Melbourne, 
Vic); and his sister, Audrey (Perth, WA). 
Prior to his retirement in Queensland, as a 
pastor/evangelist, he proclaimed the gospel 
news with heartfelt conviction and pas-
sion, ever faithfully tending to the pastoral 
needs of the many congregations he served 
in South Africa, Queensland and Sydney. 
While serving as ministerial secretary in 
the South Queensland Conference, Cedric 
responded to a call to serve as president of 
the Tasmanian Conference for a period 
of eight happy years. While his untimely 
passing leaves an aching void in the hearts 
of his loved ones, they live on with valiant 
hope for tomorrow’s eternity.
 Peter Colquhoun, Casey Wolverton

Advertisements
Note:  Neither the editor, Signs Publishing 
Company, nor the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is responsible for the quality of 
goods or services advertised. Publication 
does not indicate endorsement of a product 
or service. Advertisements approved by the 
editor will be inserted at the following rates: 
fi rst 30 words or less, $A49.50; each ad-
ditional word, $A2.20. For your advertise-
ment to appear, payment must be enclosed. 
Classified advertisements in Record are 
available to Seventh-day Adventist mem-
bers, churches and institutions only. See 
masthead (page 2) for contact details.

Data projectors, screens, DVDs VCRs, PA 
systems etc.  SDAs committed to lower pric-
es for SDA churches, schools etc. Ask for 
Trish at Rural Electronics (02) 6361 3636; 
or <greenfi elds@netconnect.com.au>.

Amazing Facts, Your Story Hour, Em-
powered Living Ministries and 3ABN 
 products. Visit The Story Factory On-
line Store for quality Christian products 
<www.thestoryfactory.com.au>; email 
<info@thestoryfactory.com.au>; or con-
tact us freecall 1800 452 133.

Bray Park SDA church  invites past mem-
bers and friends to celebrate their 25th an-
niversary, November 18, 2006. Thanks-
giving service commences at 10.00 am, 
followed by a celebration lunch. Afternoon 
program 3.00 pm. Phone Olive (02) 6672 
1110; or email <jilpete@optusnet.com.au>. 
RSVP October 17 for lunch.

The Retired Workers Fellowship (Vic)  in-
vites Victorian and interstate members 
and other retirees to join in the following 
programes. Day trip coach outing, Octo-
ber 25. Luncheon meeting in Warburton, 
November 22. For further information 
phone Ken Killoway (03) 9801 8986; Ken 
Knight (03) 5966 5147; or Arthur Johnson 
(03) 5967 1914.

Advent Funerals— an Adventist business 
serving our church community. Sydney/
Wollongong/Central Coast/Newcastle. 
Phone 1300 791 182; fax (02) 4648 0166; 
email <adventfunerals@aol.com>.

Cooranbong Florist (NSW).  Creative fl ow-
ers for all occasions—weddings, flower 
bouquets, birthdays and funeral tributes. 
Network for fl owers worldwide. Jean Wil-
liamson, 5 Alton Road, Cooranbong. Phone 
all hours (02) 4977 2547.

Encounter Bible-study fi lm strips and audio-
tape set  needed for use with a person with 
special needs. Please phone Pastor Colin 
Dunn on (02) 6568 2838.

Receive the Hope Channel and 3ABN NOW! 
 Complete satellite kit for just $265 + freight. 
Full instructions for DIY installation or in-
stallers available. Rural Electronics (02) 6361 
3636; or <ruralele@bigpond.net.au>.

Finally
Only those who dare to fail 

greatly can ever achieve 

greatly.—Robert Kennedy

Positions vacant
Trust Services Director—Greater Sydney and North New South Wales Confer-

ences  are seeking expressions of interest for the position of Director of Trust Services. 
Preference will be given to applicants who hold ministerial credentials. Applications 
should be sent to General Secretary, 4 Cambridge Street, Epping NSW 2121; or email 
<mworker@adventist.org.au>. Applications close October 13, 2006.

Northpine Childcare and Early Learning Centre—Seventh-day Adventist Schools 
(South Queensland) . Applications are invited for the following positions: Director, Team 
Leaders and Childcare Assistants, to commence operations in January 2007. Detailed 
job descriptions are available on request. Applicants should be practising Seventh-day 
Adventists, team focused, committed to excellence and possess relevant qualifi cations 
and experience in the childcare industry. Applications in writing (including detailed 
résumé and references) should be forwarded to The Director of Education, Seventh-
day Adventist Schools (South Queensland) Ltd, 19 Eagle Terrace, Brisbane Qld 4000; or 
email <tkent@adventist.org.au>. Applications close Monday, October 9, 2006.

Primary and Secondary Teachers—Seventh-day Adventist Schools (South Queens-
land).  Have you considered joining the exciting ministry of Adventist education? 
Consider a move to the Sunshine State! Due to ongoing development and growth, 
vacancies exist for both Primary and Secondary Teachers in a range of schools in 2007. 
Expressions of interest are welcome and should be sent to The Director of Education; 
email <tkent@adventist.org.au>.

For church-related employment opportunities visit the Employment section 
on the SPD website <www.adventist.org.au>.

▲

▲

▲

Volunteers!
Volunteers needed—Adventist Alpine Vil-
lage (Jindabyne, NSW).  General main-
tenance, kitchenhand, customer service.   
Term: 12 months. Stipend paid and ac-
commodation provided. For more infor-
mation, contact Hayley O’Donnell. 

 Email:
<volunteers@adventist.org.au> 

For more positions, check the web on 
<www.adventistvolunteers.org>

 +61 2 9847 3275
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LONGBURN ADVENTIST COLLEGE 

CENTENNIAL 2008 - CAN YOU HELP? 

As part of the planning towards our Centennial

celebrations in 2008, we require photographs of past

principals.  If you have any on the list below, please

contact Sheila McNabb (details below). Please note we

require photos taken at the time the person was working

here, not present-day photos for those who are still living.

Pukekura Training College: Chaney 1908-10, Smith 

1911-12. 

Oroua Missionary School:  Mills 1913-14, Paap 1915, 

Piper 1915, Mills 1916-20, Rosendahl 1920-21, Kirk 

1922-23. 

NZ Missionary College:  Cossentine 1924-27, 

Rosendahl 1928-33, Greenway 1934-38, Palmer 1939-

44, Wilkinson 1945-50, Syme 1965,  

Longburn College:  Davis 1973-79, Cooke 1980-85 

Longburn Adventist College:  Devine 1989-93, Hann 

1994-97.

Contact Details: 

Email:  SheilaM@lac.school.nz 

Mail:  Sheila McNabb, LAC, PO Box 14001, Longburn 

4866, New Zealand. 
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