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Port Vila, Vanuatu

The administration team of the South 
Queensland Conference (SQC) visited 
the Vanuatu Mission from June 15 to 
22 as part of the “Partners in mission” 

program—a South Pacific Division initiative 
to link conferences in Australia and New 
Zealand with missions in the Pacific.

SQC’s president Pastor Neil Watts, gen-
eral secretary Pastor Malcolm Potts, and 
chief financial officer Scott Hopkins visited 
several locations around Vanuatu, to become 
familiar with the work of the church there 
and to gain a firsthand understanding of the 
needs of the church and school system.

Pastor Watts says, “It also helped us to de-

cide the most important and urgent needs, 
and to gain insights into ways in which our 
conference may be able to help them. We 
wanted to meet with the local members 
and the Vanuatu Mission Executive Com-
mittee, to assure them of our commitment 
to work with them and the local mission 
administration in finding the best way to 
help each other, and to foster mutual un-
derstanding and support.”

“It was truly a historical visit, because it 
consolidates the relationship between the 
conference and the mission,” says Vanuatu 
Mission president Pastor John Leeman,

(Continued on page 3)

Pastor Neil Watts, president of the South Queensland Conference (SQC), and Scott Hopkins, 
SQC chief financial officer, are given a traditional welcome in the village of Malekula.



Most of us approach this last book of the Bible with forebodings rather 
than hope.  However, the elderly apostle, John, begins with a statement that 
doesn’t seem to fit the rest of the book: The revelation of Jesus Christ. 
It sounds like he is about to unveil something tremendously important—
something life changing—something we can’t afford to miss.

Paperback, 144 pages.

Available at your local Adventist Book  
Centre or order from your church ABC secretary

$A19.95    $NZ25.20
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Partners in mission visit to Vanuatu
(Continued from page 1)

who believes the partnership with SQC 
will help boot the morale of members. 

The SQC team visited four of the six 
provinces in Vanuatu and spent time with 
church members in Santo, Port Vila, Male-
kula, Tanna and Aore, where they visited 
the Aore Adventist Academy. The visit con-
cluded with the team attending the mission’s 
midyear Executive Committee Meeting. 

Pastor Potts says, “It’s inspiring to see the 
commitment of leaders and members alike 

to the mission of the church, despite the lim-
ited availability of resources. The church is 
central to the life of the village communi-
ties and members, and they have a passion 
to do what they can to extend the kingdom 
of God in their territory.”

Pastor Watts adds, “By supporting the 
mission with guest speakers and trainers, as 
well as having some of their speakers assist 
us at campmeetings and other programs, I 
believe we will see our members in both re-
gions greatly blessed and enriched.”—Adele 
Nash/John Leeman

Adventurers 
collect cans for 
families in need
Gosford, New South Wales

The Gosford Adventist church’s Ad-
venturer Club recently collected 3231 
tins of canned food for the homeless, 
needy and struggling families on New 

South Wales’ central coast.
For about four weeks, the 58 children—

aged from four to nine—and their families 
collected tinned food from friends, relatives 
and neighbours. The collection was con-
ducted as a competition, with prizes awarded 
for the family and individual children who 
collected the most cans. 

The cans were all brought together at 
a games night held on June 14, where the 
children played games involving tins and 
also made “sculptures” using those they had 
collected. On the following Sunday morn-
ing, some of the children and their families 
took the cans—in two trailers and one full car 
boot—to the Donnison Street Restaurant.

The restaurant is run by Coast Shelter, 
and serves meals to local homeless and un-
derprivileged people. Some of the cans of 
food were also donated to the local wom-
en’s refuge. 

This event was part of the Gosford Ad-
venturer Club’s philosophy of teaching the 
children service to others. Last year, they 
raised more than $A700 to buy a poor Indian 
family a rickshaw.—Sharon Bolst

Tim Cahill with one of the Socceroo’s younger 
fans at the Sydney farewell for the team.
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Lansborough church celebrates half a 
century
Landsborough, Queensland

On June 14, the Landsborough 
Adventist church held a special 
church service to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the 

church’s official opening. 
Around 300 past and present church 

members and pastors gathered to celebrate 
the church’s milestone. The main speaker 
at the event was Pastor Kevin Robinson, 
grandson of founding members Rod and 
Hilary Robinson, who first attended Lands-
borough in 1950. The service also included 
a section recognising original members 
of the church, as well as time for sharing 
memories about the church’s history. The 
service was followed by a luncheon, where 
an anniversary cake was cut by founding 
member Stan Harker. 

Current minister Pastor Mike Brown-
hill comments, “I praise the Lord for the 
half century of service and commitment 
our church has offered the community. It’s 
been a privilege to be a pastor in such a vi-
brant church community and to work in a 
beautiful part of God’s creation.”

Church meetings began in the area in 

1948 in members’ homes and, by 1950, the 
number of people attending increased to 19, 
which necessitated the company to move to 
the Landsborough School of Arts. 

The company purchased land for the con-
struction of a church in 1956, with the build-
ing commencing in 1957. The total cost for 
the original church was £1438. The church 
was officially opened by the then-state pre-
mier, G F R Nicklin.

With constantly-growing congregation 
numbers, plans were drawn up in 1994 
to extend the church building and mod-
ernise the facilities. These were overseen 
by church member and builder Kevin 
Chugg.—Sunshine Coast Daily/RECORD 
staff/Ben Beaden

Rod Robinson and Des Taylor in a 
special part of the anniversary service 

recognising original members.

Unloading some of the collected cans.
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Lae, Papua New Guinea

The Papua New Guinea Union Mis-
sion (PNGUM) department of 
health ministries released its second 
DVD dealing with the subject of 

HIV/AIDS in May and is already strug-
gling to keep up with demand. 

“Em Bong Blo Mi Yet,” which targets 
young people and their parents, was filmed 
last year in July but was delayed following 
the death of the script writer, Martina Dar-
ius, who was killed in a traffic accident on 
the day filming was completed (“Church 
mourns passing of two leaders,” News, 
September 8, 2007). 

The DVD material is 
based on the true story 
of a high school girl who 
was infected with HIV 
after she started dating a 
businessman. When her 
father discovered she was 
HIV positive, he disowned 
her and left her to die 
deep inside an isolated 
rainforest.

The first DVD dealing 
with HIV/AIDS produced 
by PNGUM was “O Papa 
God, Why Na Em Olsem,” which was 
made in 2006 and is used extensively by 

non-government organisations 
and denominations involved 
in combating HIV/AIDS in 
Papua New Guinea.

“We learnt valuable lessons 
from the technical mistakes 
we made in the first DVD and 
tried our best to correct them 
in this second production,” 
says Pastor Matupit Darius, 
communication director for 
PNGUM and director of the 
“Em Bong Blo Mi Yet” pro-
duction. He adds that none 
of the people who acted in 

the production  
have had any 
acting training 
but they performed “ex-
ceptionally well.” Many 
of the actors work for 
various departments of the 
PNGUM and the sound-
track was composed by 
young people at Pacific 
Adventist University.

Several Adventist Book 
Centres (ABC) in PNG 
have placed orders for 
thousands of copies each 

and there has been strong public demand 
for the DVD. Nancy Lagdom, the public-

ity coordinator for the health department, 
says other Christian denominations have 
placed orders for the DVD, along with 
orders for “O Papa God, Why Na Em 
Olsem.” 

The DVD has several features other 
than the story about the disowned high 
school girl, one of which is a tribute to 
Ms Darius. 

Local television will be airing the pro-
duction this month and the health depart-
ment plans to release 20,000 copies of the 
DVD to ABCs around Papua New Guinea. 
—Priscilla Elwin/Record staff

PNGUM releases new DVD on HIV/AIDS

Many of the actors in “Em Bong Blo Mi Yet,” 
PNGUM’s new DVD about HIV/AIDS, work in 
various departments of the PNGUM office.

A ◆◆ German student, who spent 
12 months at Carmel Advent-
ist College, WA, has requested a 
copy of the Bible to take home. 
Constantin (Con) Hettinger did 
not come from a strong Christian 
background, however, he com-
pleted Year 11 as a boarding stu-
dent and recently returned to Ger-
many. During his time at Carmel, 
Con came to love the Lord and 

learn more about the Christian 
gospel. Before leaving the school, 
he approached principal Gavin 
Williams and asked for a Bible. 
Con was presented with a pocket 
edition of the Scriptures. He then 
asked several staff members and 
students for their favourite Bible 
texts, so he could mark these in his 
Bible when he got home. “I really 
enjoyed my time in Australia and 
don’t want to leave,” says Con.  “I 
may return to do further studies 
as a Civil Engineer. I really appre-
ciate all that Carmel has done 
for me, both academically and 
spiritually.”—Gavin Williams

Rokforce (Reach Out for Kids), ◆◆

a group of around 40 people from 
Avondale Memorial church, 
NSW, led by Tanya Lawrence vis-
ited Wat Preah Yesu Orphanage, 
Cambodia, for two weeks, run-
ning STORM Co programs for the 
local Khmer children and providing 
funds for building and fitting out 
five classrooms there. The church 
raised $A53,000 through fundrais-

ers, including sausage-roll drives, 
movie nights and camp toilet-
cleaning. A two-week intensive 
English course for the orphanage 
teachers and educational materials 
for the classes were also provid-
ed. The orphanage was set up by 
Tim and Wendy Maddock of WA 
in 1992, and is 20-minutes drive 
from the 1000-year-old Angkor 
Wat ruins. The group stayed there 
working for two weeks, six days a 
week. Their time finished with a 
grand graduation and ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, followed by spon-
taneous singing from the excited 
children.—Lyn Medhurst

Days and offerings: ◆ July 19—Media evangelism offering

The late Martina Darius, who 
wrote the script for the new DVD.



letters

Church-planting thrill
Margaret Major, NSW

I read “Rediscovering church planting” (Feature, June 21) with 
interest. As a member of the church and of the opposite sex to 
those who usually occupy leadership roles, this initiative is thrill-
ing. Church members have been waiting for this to happen. 

Here in North New South Wales, our conference is laying 
plans for a new church plant in Newcastle, a city four times that 
of Nineveh. It opens up wonderful opportunities for us, everyday 
church members, to be involved in helping the work of God grow 
and progress. For too long it has been almost stagnant. 

Let us get behind our leaders, supporting them and one an-
other as we go forward to finish this great work, bound together 
in love and the unity and power of the Spirit.

Figure check
Harley Stanton, Tas

I have recently seen claims that the Adventist Church is work-
ing in 230 of 238 countries around the world, and some Adventist 
TV programs claim even higher numbers. 

It is difficult to know how this figure is derived. According 
to the United Nations, there are 192 countries in the world. 
There are two other states or areas not included in this, namely 
the Vatican and Kosovo, and the United States recognises 194 
countries. There are obviously other territories or dependencies 
administered by sovereign states, and the Adventist Church is 
working in many of these. But if we are going to claim to be in 
230 countries, it needs to be listed as countries and territories or 
dependencies, otherwise truth is the loser. 

Data check
Wayne Miller, Heather Yeatman and Tony 
Worsley, NSW

The support Sanitarium provides for the school breakfast pro-
gram known as the Good Start Breakfast Club deserves to be rec-
ognised with a certificate of thanks from the Australian Red Cross 
(“Sanitarium awarded for breakfast club work,” News, April 26). 
They, along with Coles and other local community sponsors who 
provide menu items, are as critical to its operation as the volunteers 
and teachers who turn out on school mornings to ensure participat-
ing children are fed.  

However, as a number of studies have been undertaken on school 
breakfast programs, we wish to point out that the data cited in the 
article was not taken from a doctoral project involving the Good 
Start Breakfast Club undertaken by Wayne Miller through the 
University of Wollongong.

Note: Views in Letters do not necessarily represent those of the editors or the 
denomination. Letters should be less than 250 words, and writers must include 
their name, address and phone number. All letters are edited to meet space and 
literary requirements, but the author’s original meaning will not be changed. Not 
all letters received are published. See masthead (page 3) for contact details.
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Weddings
Benard—Litster. Marty Benard, son of 
Ross and Linley Benard (Murwillumbah, 
NSW), and Robyn Litster, daughter of 
Reg and Jenny Litster (Yarrawonga Park), 
were married on 6.12.07 at Sunshine Park, 
Lake Macquarie.	 Craig Vanas

Magi—Yasserie. �Tony Magi, son of New-
ton and Margaret Magi (Solomon Islands), 
and Aretha Helen Yasserie, daughter of 
Reg and Helen Yasserie (Mackay, Qld), 
were married on 8.6.08 at Mackay.	
	 Tom Osborne

Mead—Nhim. Philip Harold Mead, son of 
Roderick John and Jeannette Marie Mead 
(Mooroolbark, Vic), and Vathanak Vear-
na Amanda (known as Amanda)Nhim, 
daughter of Khemerin Pheach and Verey 
Nhim (Kuraby, Qld), were married on 
27.4.08 in the Brisbane City Town Hall, 
Brisbane, by the groom’s grandfather, Pas-
tor Ken Mead.	 Ken Mead

Morton—Ricamora. Kevin Ross Morton, 
son of Maurice and the late Olwynne 
Morton (Bunbury, WA), and Eufrocina 
Escosia Ricamora, daughter of Diosda-
do (deceased) and Magdalina Ricamora 
(Cavite, Philippines), were married on 
1.6.08 in the Bunbury church, WA.
	 Robert Kingdon

Naiteqe—Korovou. Ratu Sailosi Naite-
qe, son of Inoke and Nunai Mocelutu 
(Suvavou, Fiji), and Salabogi Korovou, 
daughter of Alipate Korovou and Lai-
sani Talica (Suva), were married on 
23.3.08 at Woy Woy, NSW.
	 Raymond Dabson

Obituaries
Bamford, � Norman Ian, born 20.9.1926 
at Camperdown, Vic; died 23.5.08 in the 
Freemason’s Hospital, Melbourne. He 
is survived by his wife, Joyce (Kilmore); 
and his children and their spouses, Denise 
and Russell Ware (Martinsville, NSW), 
Wayne and Joanne (Kilmore, Vic), Katri-
na and Mark Floyd (Euroa), Kim and Sue 
(Eltham) and Cindy (Kilmore). Ian was 
a people person and is remembered for 
his warmth, dignity and humour in the 
career he pursued as funeral director. He 
was laid to rest in the Eltham Cemetery 
after a lifetime of service to others.
	 Gavan Grosser, Morrie Krieg

Calvert, � Rose (nee Hamilton), born 
12.9.1920; died 12.6.08. Rose is survived 

by her sisters, Alison (Melbourne, Vic) 
and Marjorie (Canada); and her broth-
ers, Trevor (Leeston, NZ) and Morris 
(Nambour, Qld); her four nephews; and 
five nieces and their families. Resting 
till Jesus returns.
	 Clive Butcher

Davis, � Pearl, born 19.9.1919 in Sydney, 
NSW; died 8.6.08 in Canberra, ACT. On 
20.3.1940, she was married to Stan in North 
Sydney church by Pastor CJ Reynolds. She 
is survived by her husband (Canberra); 
her daughters and their spouses, Daphne 
and Ron Butler (Canberra), and Beverley 
and Dr John Whittaker (Redlands, USA); 
her five grandchildren; and her 11 great-
grandchildren. Pearl struggled with the 
frailties that old age brought her over the 
past couple of years but her trust in the 
Lord never wavered. Her husband of 68 
years and her family look forward to a 
happy reunion when Jesus returns.
	 Neil Lawson 

Fisher, Marjorie Ada (nee Harragon), 
born 16.3.1919 at Teralba, NSW; died 
7.6.08 at Cooranbong. On 28.11.1938, she 
married Harold (Tad), who predeceased 
her in 1984. She is survived by her chil-
dren, Colin and Barbara (Cooranbong), 
Miriam and Warwick Stokes (Gosford), 
Eric and Helen (Alice Springs, NT), 
and Rosyln and Andrew Verity (Mel-
bourne, Vic). Marj met Tad while train-
ing at the SAN. They shifted to New 
Zealand, where, for the next 40 years, 
their life was at Longburn College and 
the Factory. She is best remembered for 
her hospitality and dressmaking skills. 
Her gifts and abilities have inspired later 
generations to also strive to do great 
things for God. Marj rests but her good 
works continue after her. 
	 Alan Saunders

Tonkin, �Jordan James, born 1.2.08 at Bel-
mont, NSW; died 7.6.08 at Cooranbong. 
He is survived by his parents, Adam and 
Donna; his sister, Jessica (all of Cooran-
bong); his grandparents, Jim and Lyn 
Tonkin (Brisbane, Qld), and Bill and 
Elaine Belson (Geraldton, WA); and his 
uncles, Stephen (Brisbane, Qld) and Dave 
Belson (Cooranbong, NSW). Jordan was 
a perfectly healthy four-month old, until 
his tragic death from sudden infant death 
syndrome. Jordan’s death is an irreplacea-
ble loss for his parents and extended fam-
ily, including the Wyee church, where 
Adam is a theology student minister. We 
will all miss Jordan’s baby charm, until 
the day Jesus restores him to his rightful 
place in his mother’s arms. 
	 Alan Saunders, Lester Hawkes

Advertisements
Note: �Neither the editor, Signs Publishing 
Company, nor the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is responsible for the quality of 
goods or services advertised. Publication 
does not indicate endorsement of a prod-
uct or service. Advertisements approved 
by the editor will be inserted at the fol-
lowing rates: first 30 words or less, $A55; 
each additional word, $A2.20. For your 
advertisement to appear, payment must 
be enclosed. Classified advertisements in 
RECORD are available to Seventh-day 
Adventist members, churches and insti-
tutions only. See masthead (page 3) for 
contact details.

Regional Development Coordinator (Based 
in India). Asian Aid is looking to expand 
its team to include a dynamic Regional 
Development Coordinator to contribute 
to their community development program 
in Asia. Applicants require a degree in In-
ternational Development and experience 
is strongly preferred. For further informa-
tion, please contact Richard Greenwell, 
International Program Manager, or Sha-
ron Heise, CEO, on (02) 6586 4250; email  
<contact@asianaid.org.au>. Applications 
close  8 August 2008.
  
Marketing and Communications Officer. 
Asian Aid is seeking to add an enthusiastic 
specialist to their team to coordinate all 
aspects of marketing and communications 
for Asian Aid Australia and provide sup-
port to Asian Aid USA. Applicants require 
a degree in a relevant field and experi-
ence is preferred. For further information, 
please contact Sharon Heise CEO on (02) 
6586 4250 or email <contact@asianaid.org.
au>. Applications close 8 August, 2008.

Receive the Hope Channel and 3ABN.� 
Complete satellite kit $265 + freight; 
prime signal areas in Australia only. Full 
instructions for DIY installation. Install-
ers available. Rural Electronics (02) 6361 
3636 or <ruralele@bigpond.net.au>.

Data projectors, screens, DVDs, VCRs, PA 
systems etc. �Lower prices for SDA churches, 
schools etc. Australia only. Rural Electronics 
(02) 6361 3636; or <greenfieldsenterprises@
bigpond.com>.

Incredible India!!! An exciting adven-
ture. Tours scheduled for October/
November/December 2008. Book 
now! Visit <www.pgsindia.net>, 
email <info@pgsindia.net> or write 
to Personal Guide Services India, 
PO Box 42066 Casuarina NT 0811. 
Phone (08) 8945 2845 or mobile 0427 
510 841.

Electrician 4U—for all your electrical 
needs, contact Bruce Petrie on 0418 
333 175. Servicing Melbourne East-
ern, South-Eastern, Outer Eastern 
and Yarra Valley areas.

Avondale College Homecoming, Au-
gust 29–31, 2008. Relax! Meet friends 
over food at the Avondale College 
Alumni Association luncheon (Fri-
day, numbers limited) and Sani-
tarium brunch (Sunday). Register 
online.  <www.avondale.edu.au/
alumni::homecoming/>.

Retirement with meaning. Are you re-
tired or about to retire? Do you still 
have more to give? Impact the world as 
a paid travelling missionary or volun-
teer. Join the International Children’s 
Care “Just Go” challenge today. Call  
1300 881 846.

Rare 5-acre Lifestyle Property. Four bed-
room, two bathroom home at Quirindi 
near Tamworth, NSW. Views, bore, rain-
water, solar, fruit trees, stable, shed. Visit 
<www.australiapropertylistings.com.au>. 
Property ID 5628. Call 0418 428 619.

Health Evangelism Training 2008. In-
troductory course, August 3–31, 2008. 
Covers fundamentals of effective per-
sonal and public health outreach. Health 
Evangelism Certificate, August 3 to De-
cember 14, 2008, expands introductory 
course. Includes Bible, health, expos, out-
reach. Cert IV in Presenting Community 
Health Programs August 3 to December 
14. Sibilla Johnson’s course available on 
campus or external. Eastward Missionary 
College. Call (02) 6585 8085 email <rbai-
ley@eastward.edu.au> or visit <www.
eastward.edu.au>. 

Advent Funerals—�an Adventist business 
serving our church community. Sydney/
Wollongong/Central Coast/Newcastle.  Pre-
paid and payment plans available. Phone 
1300 791 182; fax (02) 4648 0166; email <ad-
ventfunerals@aol.com>. 

Staff wanted! Inspirational environ-
ment to live and work. Therapists 
needed for massage and hydrotherapy. 
Also, all round maintenance/handy-
man (preferably with own tools). En-
quire further on (02) 6585 8376.

Finally
The bitterest tears shed 
over graves are for 
words left unsaid and 
deeds left undone.

Volunteers!
Teachers needed immediately—China. 
Language teachers are needed in 
China for 5-24 months to teach con-
versational English. Volunteer must 
have a Bachelors degree and be able 
to pay for their return airfare. For 
more information, please contact Lyn 
Price on (02) 9847 3275.
 

�Email: 
<volunteers@adventist.org.au>  

For more positions, check the web on 
<www.adventistvolunteers.org>

�+61 2 9847 3275

Positions vacant
Pilot—Adventist Aviation Service (Goroka, Papua New Guinea). ▲▲ The Sev-

enth-day Adventist Church is seeking a professional pilot for the Adventist 
Aviation Service based in Goroka, Papua New Guinea. For more information, 
please visit the South Pacific Division’s Human Resources website at <http://
hr.adventistconnect.org>. All written applications, including your CV, 3 work-re-
lated referees and the contact details of your church pastor, must be forwarded 
to: Human Resources, Seventh-day Adventist Church (Pacific) Limited, 
Locked Bag 2014, Wahroonga NSW, 2076, Australia; email: <hr@ad-
ventist.org.au>; fax: (02) 9489 0943. Applications close July 23, 2008.

hr.adventistconnect.org



The 2008 Media Evangelism offering is 
dedicated to supporting two projects:

WEB MINISTRY 

The offering will see the continued support of web 
ministry in the South Pacific.  This ensures every 
church, school, church office and entity has a free 
website and is integrated in the web network. The 
release of Version 3 in 2008 gives organisations even 
greater flexibility and enhanced functionality.

New Health TV program 

Adventist Media Network will be producing a 
new health and wellness program. Featuring 
stories on wellbeing, nutrition, and lifestyle, 
the program will initially be aired on Hope 
Channel with the aim of also being broadcast 
on mainstream networks.

PLEASE Support the annual
Media Evangelism Offering

next week – JULY 19, 2008

Adventist
Media

Network
combines the media 

ministries of the  
church in the  
South Pacific.
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•  Foundation Academic Excellence Scholarships
•  President’s Scholarships
•  Academic Excellence Scholarships
•  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Scholarships
•  Community Service Scholarships
•  Leadership Scholarships
•  Campus Life Scholarships
•  Teacher Education Scholarships & Grants 
•  Theology Scholarships 
•  Science Sizzler Scholarship

•  Economic Hardship Scholarships
•  Pathology Scholarships 
•  Commonwealth Scholarships 
•  International Merit Scholarships
•  International Summer Camp and Literature Evangelist 

Scholarships
•  King and Amy O’Malley Scholarships

...with many more scholarships available through affiliated institutions


