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Kokoda, Papua New guinea

In early October, a group of Year 10 stu-
dents from Macarthur Adventist Col-
lege in Macquarie Fields, New South 
Wales, completed the “adventure of a 

lifetime” by trekking the Kokoda Trail. 
The Kokoda Trail is a single-file track 

in Papua New Guinea that runs for 96 
kilometres, and is famous as the location 
of a World War II battle between Japanese 
and Australian forces.

The students are reported to be the first 
group of Adventist school students to have 
completed the trek, and were grateful for 
the opportunity to walk it. 

Students learned about the history and 

sacrifices involved in the Kokoda Trail. 
It was an emotional journey of self-dis-
covery for the walkers, with student An-
gelina Moekauta commenting, “I know 
I have changed—I can’t tell you how but 
I know I have.”

The group focused on four words that 
symbolised the characteristics of the jour-
ney throughout the trip—courage, endur-
ance, sacrifice and mateship. The students 
also had the opportunity to conduct wor-
ship services in villages along the walk, 
with around 600 people attending.

Andre Afamasaga, chaplain of Macarthur
(Continued on page 3)

Macarthur Adventist College principal Jill Pearce (far left) with students 
from the school take a break from trekking the Kokoda Trail.
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Ordination in south 
Queensland
Rockhampton, Queensland

On July 25, pastors, friends and church 
members gathered in Rockhampton 
Adventist church for the ordination 
of Andy Krause.

Pastor Graeme Christian, Ministerial As-
sociation secretary for the Australian Union 
Conference, presented the sermon, with 
Pastor Neil Watts, president of the South 
Queensland Conference (SQC), offering 
the prayer of ordination. 

Pastor Krause was born in West Germany 
and moved to Australia with his family in 
1960. He was baptised in his teens after at-
tending an outreach program conducted by 
Pastor Athol Tolhurst in South Australia. 

Pastor Krause joined the South Australian 
Police Force at the age of 18, and later left it, 
following the death of his son. He blamed 
God for the tragedy and says, “After a long 
period of grieving, I realised God wasn’t to 
blame for Adam’s death.” 

He entered the building trade and started 
attending Bible-study groups, where he 
met his wife, Sylvia. They both joined the 
Adventist Church and went to Avondale 
College to study theology in 1995. After 
graduating, they ministered in Korce  and 
Malavec in Albania, before accepting a call 
to the SQC in 2006. He is currently the pas-
tor of Rockhampton and Emerald churches. 
—Liliana Munoz

Tim Cahill with one of the Socceroo’s younger 
fans at the Sydney farewell for the team.
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Web conference previews online future
Wahroonga, New South Wales

A new version of the software that 
powers almost 1000 websites for the 
South Pacific Division’s (SPD) web 
network project, netAdventist 3.0, 

was previewed by SPD web coordinators 
for the first time last month. 

The new netAdventist 3.0 software was 
demonstrated and tested by more than 
50 people at the first SPD Web Confer-
ence, held in Wahroonga from October 
14 to 16.

John Beckett, director of the General 
Conference’s Office of Global Software and 
Technology, gave a full demonstration of 
the new netAdventist 3.0 software, to which 
the SPD will be migrating its network of 
websites in the coming months.

Representatives came from Australia, 
New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Fiji, 
New Caledonia and the Cook Islands to get 
a handle of what this new website software 
means for their area.

“All the feedback about 3.0 has been 
positive,” says Scott Wegener, the Advent-
ist Media Network’s web developer. “The 
attendees, of all skill levels, shared how it is 
still easy to pick up but also, how it has many 
more features than the current one.”

Jade Meskill, the lead developer of netAd-

ventist 3.0 from Integrum Tech, ran a ses-
sion on the almost-limitless possibilities for 
designing custom page layouts, as well as 
an intense session on how to program extra 
functionalities.

“This was probably the most exciting part 
of the conference,” says Mr Wegener. “We 
were able to see how we can develop netAd-
ventist 3.0 to SPD’s specific needs relatively 
easily. We’ve already started dreaming up 
what we want to do!”

The web ministry committee met during 
the conference to review the web network 
project, which was launched 18 months 
ago, to plan for the SPD-wide roll out of 
netAdventist 3.0 and discuss funding op-
tions to keep the websites fully subsidised 
for everyone in the future. Conference and 
union web coordinators also met, to discuss 
the role they play and to plan for future 
training in netAdventist 3.0. 

The netAdventist software will be up-
graded to 3.0 at the end of this year. Be-
sides providing better flexibility and new 
features, it will also enable the SPD to 
collaborate with other divisions around 
the world using netAdventist, and further 
develop the software to the SPD’s needs. 
—Scott Wegener/AMN staff

More @ http://web.adventistconnect.
org

Trek a “journey of discovery” for students
(Continued from page 1)

Adventist College, completed the trek and 
was encouraged by the attitudes of the 
students. He says, “We had humbling ex-
periences in the villages. The local people 
have so few resources but are so content 
with life. I’ve seen so many changes in 
our students—they opened up so much, 
speaking and singing about God.”

School principal Jill Pearce accompa-
nied the students on the trip but was un-

fortunately unable to complete the trek 
due to a knee injury. After five days of 
the trek, she was lifted out by helicopter 
to the village of Efogi. She says, “It was 
challenging because I realised there was 
no way I could do this on my own and, as 
a principal, I’m used to being independ-
ent. I had to understand that during the 
trek, I had these amazing heroes—my 
Year 10s. They would stay back with me 
when I found the going tough and encour-
age me.”—Claudia Martin

Pastor Andy Krause and his wife, Sylvia 
(centre), at Pastor Krause’s ordination.
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Wahroonga, new South Wales

Wahroonga Television Ministry 
(WTM) completed its fifth year 
of ministry in October, produc-
ing more than 100 episodes and a 

total of more than 50 hours of Adventist pro-
gramming broadcast to Sydney homes. 

In August 2003, church pastor Lloyd 
Grolimund and member Kelvin Cobbin 
talked about establishing the Wahroonga 
church’s own evangelistic program, which 
led to discussions with the church board. 
In October 2003, they secured three dig-
ital video cameras with evangelism funds 
from the Greater Sydney Conference. 
More than 30 people currently work on 
the WTM team.

It was initially hoped WTM would start 

with Hope Channel, the Australian Chris-
tian Channel and Special Broadcasting 
Service. However, the church discovered 
a new television station had begun service 
to metropolitan Sydney. After 18 months 
of operation, WTM presented a pilot to the 
station TVS. It was accepted and WTM 
programs have since aired every Sunday 
morning at 6.30 and again on Thursday 
mornings at 5.30. WTM has also been in-
cluded on Hope Channel, with the first 
program aired on July 4 this year. 

Tammy Pannekoek, WTM executive 
chair, says, “One of the most exciting things 
for me this year has been seeing the hand of 
God in our dealings. What I’ve found most 
miraculous, however, has been the willing-
ness of people to give of their free time to 
the ministry.”

Wahroonga church’s as-
sociate pastor, Alban Ma-
tohiti, is conducting Bible 
studies with a number of 
viewers interested in finding 
out more about Adventism. 
—RECORD staff/Pablo 
Lillo

More @ www. 
wahroongasda.org.au

Wahroonga Television 
Ministry celebrates five years

Best of both 
worlds for “It Is 
Written Oceania”
Wahroonga, New South Wales

A structural change for “It Is Writ-
ten Oceania” (IIWO), the weekly 
Adventist television program on 
mainstream TV in Australia, means 

it will now benefit from being a part of the 
Adventist Media Network (AMN), while 
maintaining the independence of being 
a supporting ministry of the Adventist 
Church.

“Being part of AMN, and hence the 
South Pacific Division, means ‘It Is Writ-
ten Oceania’ will be fully integrated into 
the Adventist Church, thus increasing its 
credibility, integrity and financial account-
ability,” says Neale Schofield, chief executive 
officer of AMN. “However, it will retain its 
management independence, and is still fully 
self-funding and reliant on donations.”

Prior to the integration, IIWO was al-
ready utilising AMN’s video production 
services and Bible correspondence school 
for its programs. 

Dr Daniel Livingston has been ap-
pointed the new manager of IIWO. 
—Melody Tan

More @ <www.adventist.org.au> and 
< www.itiswrittenoceania.tv>

Members of the Wahroonga Television Ministry team, who 
have produced more than 100 episodes in five years.

Four students and two staff ◆◆

members from North West 
Christian School, Tas, recently 
returned from visiting their sister 
school in Hong Kong. For two 
weeks, the Tasmanians shared 
classes with 1200 students, visited 
cultural tourist attractions and 
markets, participated in home 
stays, and interacted in oral Eng-
lish classes. The Tai Po Sam Yuk 

Secondary School, New Terri-
tories, Hong Kong, is bordered 
by many high-rise residential 
apartments, with a mixture of 
rural and mountain views. The 
Tai Po School Student Exchange 
Program commenced in 2007, 
with students from Hong Kong 
visiting Tasmania. The students 
have returned home, with great 
memories and new friendships.—
Natalie Winchcombe 

Ten ◆◆ Coronary Health Improve-
ment Project (CHIP) graduates 
celebrated their health achieve-
ments at a banquet at Hurstville, 

Sydney, NSW, on September 28. 
The community program was 
conducted by Drs Christabelle 
and Christina Nath. The gradua-
tion ceremony and banquet saw 
family and friends of the grad-
uates entertained by the local 
Adventist choir. Only one of the 
10 participants was an Adventist 
and most were medical referrals 
from Dr Nath’s family practice. 

Results were impressive: the 
average LDL cholesterol fell by 
19.1 per cent and average weight 
lost was 5.6 kilograms. One par-
ticipant lost 7.7 kilograms dur-
ing the five-week program and 
although seven participants had 
high or dangerous blood pres-
sures at the commencement of 
the program, five weeks later, all 
participants were in the ideal or 
normal range. Professor Esther 
Chang, president of the Lifestyle 
Medicine Institute, responsible 
for CHIP in Australia, award-
ed the Hurstville graduates. 
—Malcolm Rea

Days and offerings: ◆ NOvember 8—World mission budget offering (unusual Opportunities)



letters

Funding the gospel?
Name Supplied

I find it hard to believe that, in a church whose name means 
“looking toward the Second Coming,” we hold superannuation 
in such importance (“Church leaders respond to market decline,” 
News, October 11). Imagine if the money currently used to “store 
up treasures on earth” (Matthew 6:19) was used to further the gos-
pel instead, how much more of the world could be reached. 

The comment—“The church’s ministry and ability to launch 
new initiatives would be most affected by any decrease in tithes 
and offerings”—shows we have lost the ability to view our posses-
sions and all money as God’s property. I do not believe God would 
let His ministry suffer due to an economic crisis. But we lack faith 
in God’s many Bible promises that remind us He will provide our 
daily needs (see Matthew 6:26, 31, 32). Aren’t we a church that places 
such biblical principles above worldly pressures? Instead, we seem to 
enjoy taking on this responsibility ourselves. It seems remarkable to 
me that our church has a “20- to 30-year outlook for managing the 
church’s retirement fund investments,” when we should be looking 
toward the signs of the end that tell us Jesus is coming soon! 

After reading the whole article, I appreciated what General 
Conference president Pastor Jan Paulsen said, “But the Lord said, 
‘Do not worry about tomorrow.’ That to me is a very fundamental 
statement. It is not light-hearted.”

RESPONSE: RODNEY BRADY, Chief financial officer, 
South Pacific Division

The article in question was from the General Conference and 
refers to retirement plans they care for in North America. While 
a longer investment time frame is taken with regards to investing 
retirement funds—also known as sustentation—church policy is 
to have in hand a minimum three years of requirements.

The growing cost of retirement has impacted on the cost of the 
church’s sustentation program and the budget of every denomi-
national entity. In the Pacific islands of the South Pacific Division 
(SPD), we now have a situation where for every 10 employees, we 
are paying for six sustentees (retirees). This is a substantial cost 
and one effect of this is a decline in the capacity of missions to 
employ full-time ministers. The cost of retirement is now a heavy 
burden on many denominational employers and can represent a 
cost of around 20 per cent of that of current employees. Over the 
past 10 years, the church within the SPD and many other parts of 
the world has had to change its approach to funding employees’ 
retirement, to reduce the cost to the church while continuing to 
support those who have faithfully served the church.

It is important to ensure church finance is being used to maxi-
mum effect for today’s assignment and, at the same time, man-
aging future liabilities to ensure those expenses can be paid for 
when they fall due. Scripture supports planning responsibly for 
the future (see Luke 14:27-30).

Note: Views in Letters do not necessarily represent those of the editors or the 
denomination. Letters should be less than 250 words, and writers must include 
their name, address and phone number. All letters are edited to meet space and 
literary requirements, but the author’s original meaning will not be changed. Not 
all letters received are published. See masthead (page 3) for contact details.
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Advertisements
Note: �Neither the editor, Signs Publishing 
Company, nor the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is responsible for the quality of goods 
or services advertised. Publication does not 
indicate endorsement of a product or service. 
Advertisements approved by the editor will 
be inserted at the following rates: first 30 
words or less, $A55; each additional word, 
$A2.20. For your advertisement to appear, 
payment must be enclosed. Classified ad-
vertisements in RECORD are available to 
Seventh-day Adventist members, churches 
and institutions only. See masthead (page 3) 
for contact details.

Quality Christian products. �Books, DVDs, 
study guides, story CDs and music from 

suppliers Amazing Facts, 3ABN and oth-
ers. Register for our monthly specials. Con-
tact The Story Factory, freecall 1800 452 
133; <www.thestoryfactory.com.au> or 
email <info@thestoryfactory.com.au>.

Family Reunion Camp-meeting at Sea. 10-
day cruise to the Panama Canal—Decem-
ber 3–13, 2009. Join us for this exciting 
experience onboard the Holland America 
cruise line, MS Zuiderdam. Connect with 
other Christians and encounter God’s pow-
er firsthand through music, speaking and 
nature. We depart Fort Lauderdale and 
our ports include the Bahamas, Aruba, 
Curacao, enter and exit the Panama Canal 
at Cristobal, then on to Costa Rica, and 
return to Fort Lauderdale. Your musical 
hosts will be the former King’s Heralds, 
Gale Jones Murphy, Marc and Andrea 

Judd, Shani Judd-Diehl, Leonardo Gon-
calves, Connie Vandeman Jeffery, Chuck 
and Dona Fulmore, Joe Pearles and Sandy 
Wyman Johnson. Our featured speaker 
will be Mark Finley of the General Con-
ference, with presentations by Dr Hans 
Diehl of the CHIP program, and Jo Ann 
and Richard Davidson from Andrews 
University. Fred Kinsey is our sponsor for 
the North American Division. Come and 
be spiritually nurtured. For information 
and a free cruise DVD, call 805 955 7714, 
email <lance@ampstudios.com> or go to 
<www.familyreunionmusic.com>. For 
reservations, call 805 585 0090, ext 6, or go 
to <www.classictravel.net>.

Data projectors, screens, DVDs, VCRs, 
PA systems etc. � Lower prices for SDA 
churches, schools etc. Australia only. 
Rural Electronics (02) 6361 3636; or  
<greenfieldsenterprises@bigpond.com>.

Allround Travel—2009 tour program. 
Greece/Turkey–Sept 2009. Contact: 
Anita <alltrav@bigpond.net.au>. China 
splendour tour (Beijing, Shanghai, Xian, 
Li River)—September 2009. Contact: 
Debbie <alltrav1@bigpond@net.au>. 
Fully escorted by SDA tour leaders, Sin-
gapore Airlines, most meals, great sight-
seeing with special highlights. Allround 
Travel centre (07) 5530 3555.

Advent Funerals—�an Adventist business 
serving our church community. Sydney/
Wollongong/Central Coast/Newcastle.  
Prepaid and payment plans available. 
Phone 1300 791 182; fax (02) 4648 0166 or 
email <adventfunerals@aol.com>. 

Electrician 4U—for all your electrical 
needs, contact Bruce Petrie on 0418 
333 175. Servicing Melbourne East-
ern, South Eastern, Outer Eastern 
and Yarra Valley areas.

Giant Booksale. Tomorrow. Sunday No-
vember 9, 11 am to 3 pm. See adverts last 
2 weeks. Its worth coming out for the dol-
lars you save! 5000 books. Nunawading 
church, Church Building project. 

Missionaries’ Lunch—Avondale Gradu-
ation, Sabbath December 6. We will be 
having our annual lunch immediately after 
the church service, in the Education build-

ing, for missionaries and ex-missionaries, 
families and friends. Please bring a plate 
of food, sufficient for your family and a 
friend. Drinks and nibbles will be pro-
vided. The theme for this year is the role of 
health work in spreading the gospel in the 
South Pacific. We encourage you to give a 
short talk on your experience in this area. 
Contact Ken Boehm on (02) 4365 3033, 
mobile 0408 072 313, or Warren Martin on 
(02) 9489 5907 or email <warrenjmartin@
hotmail.com>.

Wacky...but true is a general knowledge 
magazine for children ages 8-14. No ads 
and upholds Christian values. Fantastic 
gift for birthdays or Christmas. Sub-
scribe at <http://www.wackymag.com.
au> or phone (02) 4959 2268.

For Sale—Hammond  Regent Console 
Organ, Model 4072 with 24-note pedal 
board in working condition. All offers 
considered. Contact (02) 4861 3005 or 
<gdfoley@bigpond.net.au>.

Mt Gravatt church is inviting past and 
present members to the official opening 
of the new church facility at 341 Broad-
water Road, Mansfield, Qld, on Sabbath, 
November 29 at 3 pm.  Dr Barry Oliver 
will deliver the keynote address.  For 
more details, call Pr Mark Pearce on 
0417 625 884.

Eastward Missionary College—Enquir-
ies for 2009 Courses. Bible worker and 
Health Evangelism certificates. Lay 
training for practical soul winning. 
Learn how to become an effective Bible 
Worker and Medical Missionary. <http://
www.eastward.edu.au>. (02) 6585 8085

Homeschooling? We supply a wide range 
of supporting materials. Bibles, Spirit of 
Prophecy, books, teaching aids, music, 
and media for all ages. Contact Paul on 
(02) 6550 6180 or <SonLighted@gmail.
com> for catalogue.

Be paid to travel. Opportunities for 
ALL AGES to live and work globally. 
Make a difference by joining the In-
ternational Children’s Care “Just Go” 
challenge today. Call 1300 881 846. 
Visit <www.justgo.net.au>.

Receive the Hope Channel and 3ABN.� 
Complete satellite kit $265 + freight; 
prime signal areas in Australia only. 
Full instructions for DIY installation. 
Installers available. Rural Electronics 
(02) 6361 3636; or <ruralele@bigpond.
net.au>. 

If you attended the Newcastle Adventist 
School and, more recently, Macquarie 
College, we want you to know we are 
launching a new Alumni program 
in 2009. We would like to reconnect 
with our Alumni so please let us 
know your current contact informa-
tion by emailing <publicrelations@ 
macquariecollege.nsw.edu.au> or 
phone the college on (02) 4954 6222. 
We look forward to hearing from 
you and keeping you up-to-date with 
alumni and College happenings dur-
ing the coming year via email and our 
new website.

Volunteers!
ADRA director management team—
Gympie church (Qld). The Gympie 
church board is seeking an ADRA 
director management team to volun-
teer. Ideally, this position is best suited 
to a husband and wife team. For more 
information, write to ADRA Gympie 
Manager Application, C/o Pastor Phil 
Downing, PO Box 239, Gympie 4570.
 

�Email: 
<volunteers@adventist.org.au>  

For more positions, check the web on 
<www.adventistvolunteers.org>

�+61 2 9847 3275

Positions vacant
Women’s Ministry Coordinator—Greater Sydney Conference (Sydney, NSW)▲▲  is look-

ing to employ a part-time Women’s Ministry coordinator to provide overarching vi-
sion, leadership and spiritual guidance for the advancement of women in the Sydney 
region. The successful candidate will be a strong builder and mobiliser of teams; have 
a passion for working with young women; possess the spiritual gifts of leadership and 
teaching; have highly-developed communication skills; and the ability to organise 
events. They must be a team player and be committed to the mission and teachings of 
the Adventist Church. For further information, contact the General Secretary, Pastor 
Michael Worker, 4 Cambridge St, Epping, NSW 2121; or email <michaelworker@
adventist.org.au>; phone (02) 9868 6522. Applications close November 22, 2008.

Financial Controller—Signs Publishing Company (Warburton, Vic) ▲▲ is seeking a full-
time financial controller, commencing January 2009. This important role requires 
a person with excellent accounting, management and people skills. Duties include 
financial management, balance sheet preparation, preparation and monitoring of 
budgets and ongoing management reporting.  The successful applicant will hold a 
suitable degree in a relevant discipline and preferably be a member of the Austral-
ian Society of CPA’s. Commitment to quality and service, together with a respect for 
Christian values and ethics, are essential.  For further information, contact Glen Reed 
on (03) 5965 6300; <glen.reed@signspublishing.com.au>. Applications should be for-
warded to Glen Reed, General Manager, Signs Publishing Company, 3485 Warburton 
Highway, Warburton, Vic 3799. Applications close November 24, 2008.

Receptionist/Administrative Assistant—Adventist Development and Relief Agency ▲▲

(ADRA) Australia (Wahroonga, NSW) is seeking a full-time receptionist/administra-
tive professional to provide a welcoming environment for supporters and staff, care for 
incoming and outgoing communications, and provide administrative support to the 
agency. This position requires excellent telephone skills, strong organisational ability, 
initiative and the ability to provide quality customer service. For further information, 
visit the position vacant section of the SPD website at <http://hr.adventistconnect.
org/> or contact Cindy Cox on (02) 9489 5488. Applications should be forwarded to 
Human Resources, ADRA Australia, PO Box 129, Wahroonga NSW 2076; email 
<ccox@adra.org.au>. Applications close November 24, 2008.

Donor Relations/Administrative Assistant—Adventist Development and Relief Agency ▲▲

(ADRA) Australia (Wahroonga, NSW) is seeking an administrative professional to 
manage and maintain the agency’s donor database and provide administrative sup-
port. This full-time position requires initiative, excellent time management and 
organisational skills, knowledge of computer applications, the ability to provide 
quality donor care, and reconciling donations with ledgers and banking. For further 
information, please visit the position vacant section of the SPD website at <http://
hr.adventistconnect.org/> or contact Cindy Cox on (02) 9489 5488. Applications 
should be forwarded to Human Resources, ADRA Australia, PO Box 129, Wahroon-
ga NSW 2076; email <ccox@adra.org.au>. Applications close November 24, 2008.

Webmaster—Avondale College (Cooranbong, NSW)▲▲  requires a suitably-skilled 
webmaster to take responsibility for extending the provision of web-based serv-
ices for internal and external stakeholders of the college. In addition, the oppor-
tunity to teach within the IT Faculty exists for suitably qualified and experienced 
candidates. They will report to the Chief Information Officer. For the selection 
criteria of the above position, please visit <www.avondale.edu.au>. Applications, 
addressing the selection criteria, with contact details of at least three referees, 
should be emailed to <employment@avondale.edu.au> or write to HR Of-
ficer, Avondale College, PO Box 19, Cooranbong NSW 2265, (02) 4980 
2284. Applications close December 2, 2008. 

hr.adventistconnect.org




