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P
acific Adventist University (PAU) 
celebrated 25 years of providing ed-
ucation to students from around the 
Pacific and beyond on the weekend 

of August 28 to 30. More than 1500 past and 
present staff, students and friends of the 
university gathered from around the South 
Pacific Division (SPD) and further afield to 
celebrate the milestone. 

Dr Branimir Schubert, vice-chancellor of 
PAU, says of the weekend, “It was a time 
to meet old friends, remember the past and 
acknowledge the many blessings we are 
enjoying today. It was also a time to dream 
about the future.”

PAU was established as Pacific Adventist 
College in 1983, and given a charter as uni-
versity by the Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
government in 1997. 

PNG Governor-general Sir Paulias Ma-
tane gave the opening address on the Friday 
evening. Michael Ogio, minister for higher 
education, research, science and technology 
for the PNG government, joined the celebra-
tions on the Sunday for the official opening 
of PAU Community Radio station, 97.9 2G 
FM. Mr Ogio gave a speech highlighting the 
contribution PAU makes to PNG and other 
Pacific islands societies.

(Continued on page 5)

Dr Branimir Schubert, vice-chancellor of Pacific Adventist University (PAU),and other 
visiting dignitaries at the official launch of PAU Community Radio Station 97.9 2G FM.
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editorial

M
y chosen rules: 
• Only one book per author;
•  Arranged in alphabetical order 

by author; 
• Books must have been read by me; and
•  Naturally, a listing does not mean en-

dorsement of everything in the book. 
Thus, this works a little bit like the ac-

knowledgments or bibliography at the end 
of the book. So if you want to read more, 
let me recommend:

The Bible
The Poverty and Justice Bible
From the Heart by Roy Adams
Consuming Faith by Tom Beaudoin 
Jesus Wants to Save Christians by Rob Bell 

and Don Golden
Searching for a God to Love by Chris Blake
The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich 

Bonhoffer
On the Move by Bono
The Myth of a Christian Religion by Greg 

Boyd
Finally Comes the Poet by Walter 

Brueggeman
Telling the Truth by Frederick Buechner
Seeking a Sanctuary by Malcolm Bull and 

Keith Lockhart
Speaking My Mind by Tony Campolo
What Would Jesus Deconstruct? by John 

D Caputo
The Irresistible Revolution by Shane Claiborne
A Peculiar People by Rodney Clapp
Esther: A Story of Courage by Trudy Mor-

gan Cole

Life After God by Douglas Coupland
Falling Man by Don DeLillo
The Idiot by Fyodor Dostoyevsky
The Brothers K by David James Duncan
Celebration of Discipline by Richard Foster
God, Godel and Grace by Clifford Goldstein
Priceless by Bradley Trevor Grieve
The Innocent Man by John Grisham 
Thinking Theologically by Fritz Guy
The Prophets by Abraham Joshua Heschel
Flickering Pixels by Shane Hipps
It Takes a Church by Gary Hopkins and 

Joyce Hopp
Les Miserables by Victor Hugo
The Year of Living Biblically by A J Jacobs
Embrace the Impossible by William Johnsson
unChristian by David Kinnaman
No Logo by Naomi Klein
If I Were the Devil by George Knight
Travelling Mercies by Anne Lamott
Culture Jam by Kalle Lasn 
The Horse and His Boy by C S Lewis
The Good Life by David Matzko McCarthy
A Generous Orthodoxy by Brian McLaren
The Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan 

Manning
Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller
The Peacemaking Remnant (edited) by 

Douglas Morgan
Sabbath by Wayne Muller
Unleash the Dream (edited) by Andy Nash
Everlasting Gospel, Ever-Changing World 

by Jon Paulien
The Silent Church by Zdravko Plantak
New Way to be Human by Charlie Peacock
Amusing Ourselves to Death by Neil Postman

The Chosen by Chaim Potok
Believing, Behaving, Belonging by Rich-

ard Rice
Gilead by Marilyn Robinson
How (Not) To Speak of God by Peter Rollins
Beyond Greed by Brian Rosner
The End of Poverty by Jeffrey Sachs
Mission in Metropolis by Monte Sahlin
The Trouble With Paris by Mark Sayers
The Promise of Peace by Charles Scriven
It’s Really All About God by Samir 

Selmanovic
Rich Christians in an Age of Hunger by 

Ron Sider
An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown 

Taylor
Messiah by Jerry Thomas
Escape from the Flames by Alden Thompson
Free of Charge by Miroslav Volf
Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing by 

Ellen White
The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard
50 Facts that Should Change the World by 

Jessica Williams
The Turning by Tim Winton
The Paradise of God by Norman Wirzba
Surprised by Hope by N T Wright
The Jesus I Never Knew by Philip Yancey
(Almost) anything published by Signs Pub-

lishing Company.

“Of making many books there is no  
end . . .” (Ecclesiastes 12:12, NIV).

Nathan Brown
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yarra Valley, VICTOrIA

A 
new collection of stewardship sto-
ries is one aspect of a year focus-
ing on stewardship in the Aus-
tralian Union Conference (AUC), 

launched at a meeting of stewardship di-
rectors on August 26. 

“AUC leadership have designated 2010 
as the ‘Year of Stewardship Emphasis’ for 
the church in Australia,” says Pastor Roger 
Govender, director of stewardship for the 
AUC, “and these meetings were an impor-
tant step in planning and preparing for this, 
as well as launching some of the initiatives 
that will be highlights of the year.”

With the theme “Stewardship Inside 
Out,” Pastor Govender says the year of 
stewardship will focus on developing the 
understanding of church members and 
leaders of “stewardship as a lifestyle lived 
in union and partnership with God.”

“While we are concerned about chang-
ing giving patterns and members’ financial 
support of the church,” Pastor Govender 
explains, “our focus for next year is more 
toward spiritual stewardship rather than 
financial giving where, as a result of bib-
lical stewardship, an increase in financial 

giving would be a natural consequence.
“This is an opportunity for church 

members to carefully consider the current 
issues in giving and stewardship as radi-
cal discipleship—the applied Lordship of 
Jesus Christ. These two areas are critical 
to the life and ministry of the church.”

As part of the meetings, Signs Pub-
lishing Company’s book editor, Nathan 
Brown, launched the collection of sto-
ries for a new volume of “Ordinary Peo-
ple” stories with stewardship directors. Mr 
Brown has compiled and edited two pre-
vious volumes: Ordinary People—Extraor-
dinary God (released in 2005) and Ordinary 
People—Faithful God (2007).

“These two books have been well-re-
ceived by many readers,” says Mr Brown, 
“and we thought it an appropriate opportu-
nity to work on another such collection for 
release early next year as a contribution to 
the AUC’s Year of Stewardship Emphasis.

“We are hoping to publish as many as 60 
stories from across the South Pacific Divi-
sion, so please send us your stories.”

So what is a stewardship story? “A stew-
ardship story”—as defined for the original 
collection—“is a personal experience from 
your life in partnership with God: the jour-

ney, the disappointments, the joy, the strug-
gles, the blessings and the hope in Jesus.” 

“We are looking for stories of people 
choosing Jesus as Lord of their real-life 
situation,” adds Mr Brown. “It isn’t just 
about money but can relate to any aspect 
or experience in your life that involved a 
conscious decision to follow God and the 
consequences—both positive and nega-
tive—that flowed from that.

“Now that so many people have had the 
opportunity to read the first two books, we 
hope there will be many more who will be 
encouraged to share their experiences.” 
—RecoRd staff

For more information on submissions, see adver-
tisement on page 15. Ordinary People—Faith-

ful God is available from Adventist Book Centres. 

New stories project launched with 
AUC’s stewardship focus

Directors of stewardship from conferences around 
Australia launched a new stewardship stories 

project at their recent planning meetings.

 ◆ Central Coast Community 
Church, Wyong, NsW, has a 
weekly Kids’ Church program 
that has been running for seven 
years for children aged 4–12. A 
recent program focused on being 
prepared for life, with each adult 
wearing a bucket on their head. 
The concept was that life is a 
series of incidents, both good and 
bad, and we can be prepared by 

having a knowledge of God and 
recognising His voice. each child 
made their own prayer bucket, 
where they could write the names 
of people they love, who were 
sick or didn’t come to church. All 
activities centre around a com-
mon theme each week—the 
same theme featured in the “big 
church” sermon. This ensures that 
both parents and children hear 
the same message each week. 
The theme is also discussed in 
one of the Sabbath school classes, 
as well as in a curriculum studied 
by small groups throughout the 
following week.—John Sanburg

 ◆ More than 100 Prep–year 
2/3 Heritage College (Vic) stu-
dents performed their biannual 
musical recently at the town 
Hall Drum theatre, Dande-
nong. “Go Noah!” is a musical 
that follows the biblical story 
from Genesis 6–8 with a few 
unexpected twists! Through 
performing this concert, the 
students learnt about faith, 
trust and developed their per-
sonal relationship with God.
The leading roles, Noah (Zach-
ary weedon) and Mrs Noah 
(Klare Duke) sang the heart-
felt songs with confidence and 

performed the contemporary 
script with flare. Some of the 
highlights were the colourful 
animal costumes and the huge 
ark created by technology 
teacher scott Camps. Parents, 
grandparents, staff, friends and 
community members, who 
filled the theatre were thrilled 
with the evening’s perform-
ance.—Maleesa Pascoe

THe HOMe Of THe SOuTH PACIfIC DIVISION @ aDVeNtIst.orG.au
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Summit promotes 
UN, faith-based 
organisation unity
berrIeN sPrINGs, MICHIGAN, uS

N
early 40 leading faith-based organisa-
tions (FBOs), including the Advent-
ist Development and Relief Agency 
(ADRA), met at the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York City in August 
to discuss the importance of greater coopera-
tion between the United Nations Population 
Fund and FBOs in order to better meet the 
needs of the developing world.

Representatives from attending FBOs 
emphasised the importance of sharing train-
ing and knowledge. Working together to 
find answers to important issues, including 
maternal health and gender-based violence 
were also discussed. A need for user-friendly, 
evidence-based information was also high-
lighted to help faith-based communities in 
their role as advocates.

“We were very pleased to take part in this 
discussion,” said Charles Sandefur, president 
of ADRA International. “As a FBO, we 
are called to meet the needs of the world’s 
most vulnerable. Through an even closer 
partnership with the UN and other FBOs, 
there’s no limit to what our efforts can ac-
complish.”—Nadia McGill

More @ www.adra.org

berKeley Vale, New SOuTH wAleS

A
n impressive line-up of celebrities 
are supporting the third annual 
National Vegetarian Week (NVW) 
by making a “Pledge to Try Veg.” 

They hope to boost awareness of the effect 
of meat consumption on people’s health and 
the environment, and to raise vital funds to 
help save the Great Barrier Reef from de-
struction due to climate change. 

Australian cricketer Brett Lee, world surf-
ing champion Stephanie Gilmore and head 
of the United Nations Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change Dr Rajendra 
Pachauri are among those who have made 
a pledge to support NVW, with TV and 
radio personality Sami Lukis leading the 
charge as this year’s campaign ambassador.

“Pledge to Try Veg” is the theme of 
NVW, which will run from September 28 
to October 4. Australians are encouraged to 
make a pledge, either to try or increase their 
plant-based meals, or commit to eating veg-
etarian food for the week. For each pledge, 
$A1 will be donated to the Great Barrier 
Reef Foundation to help fund research into 
protecting the national icon from environ-
mental threats.

The Sanitarium Health Food Company 
is involved in NVW again this year, and ac-
cording to Newspoll research commissioned 
by them, seven out of 10 Australians are now 
eating plant-based meals regularly. The na-
tional survey of 1200 adults also showed a 
continuing trend in the belief that eating less 
meat and more plant-based foods improves 
overall health.

Sanitarium-accredited practising dietitian 
Angela Saunders says, “Including more plant-
based foods provides a number of health 
benefits, including protection from common 
lifestyle diseases, such as heart disease, high 
blood pressure, diabetes and some cancers.

“People on plant-based diets eat more 
fruits, vegetables, grains and legumes, which 
are naturally low in fat, and so manage their 
weight more easily.  These foods also con-
tribute more fibre, helping us feel full and 
reducing the need for unhealthy snacking.”

Part of NVW this year aims to raise 
awareness of how meat production nega-
tively impacts the environment. Livestock 
produce a significant amount of methane 
and the production of meat consumes sig-
nificantly more resources than plant-based 
products.—Sharyn Brady

More @ www.vegetarianweek.com.au

Saving the Great Barrier Reef 
through vegetarianism?

 ◆ avondale school, NsW, 
recently entered their new pro-
spectus in the Centre for Market-
ing schools Prospectus Compe-
tition—and won! Judged on a 
range of requirements, Avondale 
received specific compliments 
due to the fact that the design, 
text and photos in their prospec-
tus were all done in-house. Some 
particular qualities that stood out 

included the prospectus’ ability 
to grab parents’ attention, ease of 
reading, a strong design element 
and uniqueness.—Susan Rogers

 ◆ for the first time in its long 
histor y,  the annual  Pres-
cott College (sa) Choir trip 
to lilydale, Vic, has seen the 
formation of a mass choir of 
more than 100 voices. Stu-
dents from Prescott College, 
lilydale adventist academy 
and Nunawading Christian 
College joined together to 
lead the worship service at 
Wantirna church on August 

15. earlier that morning, the 
Prescott Choir also sang dur-
ing the early worship service at 
lilydale church. It was a busy 
but highly-successful weekend. 
Students also participated in 
a combined rehearsal and vis-
ited the Queen Victoria Mar-
kets during their quick-fire trip 
across the border. The program 
is set to grow in 2010, with a 

combined concert planned for 
the Saturday night.— Braden 
Blyde

 ◆ The south Pacific Division 
(sPD) has connected with women 
from tubuai, the administrative 
capital of the austral Islands, 
French Polynesia. with a pop-
ulation of 2000 and a strong 
Protestant church presence, the 
community has generally been 
wary of programs conducted by 
churches of other denomina-
tions. erna Johnson, director of 
Adventist women’s Ministries for 
the SPD, and Vasthi lilloux, direc-

Days aND oFFerINGs: ◆ OCTOBer 10—APPeAl exPeNSe OfferING
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(Continued from page 1)

Money collected from the June 6 PAU 
offering helped fund 2G FM. “‘2G’ stands 
for ‘To God,’” says Dr Schubert. “The motto 
is derived from Psalm 97:9, where it says to 
exalt God above all the earth.”

The radio station will be staffed by vol-
unteer students and staff members of PAU, 
and will broadcast Christian music and pro-
grams on social and religious issues. It aims 
to uplift the values of a Christian lifestyle.  
“This station will become the ‘voice of PAU,’ 
extending our ability to impact on the com-
munity,” says Dr Schubert. 

He says after only 48 hours of being on 
air, the station had already been inundated 
with phone calls and the “evening dedica-
tion” program had attracted a wide audience. 

The anniversary celebration’s Saturday 

evening concert was used to test a live broad-
cast and was well received by audiences. 

A number of other dignitaries partici-
pated in the celebrations, representing the 
Australian High Commission, the chairman 
of the Commission of Higher Education in 
Papua New Guinea, foreign diplomats and 
representatives of the business community. 
Other guests for the weekend included 
former principals and deans of PAU, as 
well as former lecturers and administrators. 

Dr Schubert says, “The council members 
also joined us for the occasion and we were 
very pleased Dr Barry Oliver, chancellor 
and president of the SPD, and Pastor Law-
rence Tanabose, pro-chancellor and general 
secretary of the SPD, could be among the 
participants.”

Dr Oliver says the milestone is a signifi-
cant milestone for PAU and the SPD as a 
whole. “Graduates from PAU are in leader-
ship positions right across the Pacific.  PAU 
has demonstrated its reason for existence in 
the lives and contribution of these people.  
The church in the South Pacific would not 
be what it is today without PAU.

“The highlight for me personally was 
listening to the testimonies of past students 
as they recounted what God had done for 
them as they attended PAU, and what He 
continues to do in and through them.”

He adds, “PAU is now becoming our 
full tertiary provider throughout the island 
nations of the South Pacific. With its three 
established campuses at Koiari Park near 
Port Moresby, Sonoma and Fulton; and 
developments in the Solomon Islands, PAU 
will offer quality educational opportunities 
to generations of Adventist young people 
into the future. It will have a large part in 
setting the agenda for thought leadership in 
the church in the Pacific for years to come.”

As well as the launch of the radio station, 
the anniversary program provided PAU 
with an opportunity to unveil a number of 
other significant projects, including PAU’s 
academic journal Davaria and an interdisci-
plinary scholarly e-journal; a book on PAU 
birds, authored by Dr Michael Tarburton; 
and a 2010 calender, featuring PAU birds 
photographed by Bryan Paul. 

In his address on the Sunday, Dr Schubert 
spoke about his dreams for the next 25 years 
for PAU, saying, “I dare to dream because 
I can see that what God has achieved at 
PAU in the past 25 years far exceeds what 
the ‘early dreamers’ had in mind. . . . If we 
dream today, let us do so boldly, keeping in 
mind what kind of God we serve—a God 
who always exceeds our expectations.” 
—RecoRd staff/Branimir Schubert

More @ www.pau.ac.pg

PAU marks 25th anniversary

Dr Barry Oliver and Dr Branimir Schubert cut 
cakes to celebrate PAU’s 25th anniversary.

tor for french Polynesia, conduct-
ed cooking and sewing classes 
in April. The week-long classes 
started and ended with worship 
sessions and 20 women, includ-
ing the island’s leader, attend-
ed. “we just want to share skills 
and knowledge to help women 
reach the potential that God gave 
them,” says Mrs Johnson. In the 

afternoons, the group provided 
free lunches prepared during 
the cooking classes for friends 
and family, creating opportuni-
ties for fellowship. The program 
generated so much interest that 
it was featured in the french 
Polynesian paper La Dépêche.
—Melody Tan

 ◆ The Castlemaine church 
group, Vic, claims to have one of 
the most dedicated attendees in 
the South Pacific Division. Neville 
lee is not a church member but 
walks 13 kilometres each sab-
bath to attend worship. It takes 

him two-and-a-half hours and 
he is on the church steps at just 
after 9 am.—Graham Suther-
land/Peter Watts

 ◆ seventh-day adventists and 
friends from around America 
gathered on June 12 and 13 to 
celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of roosevelt church, Fulton, New 
york, us. The church was built dur-

ing 1858 and 1859 on a block of 
land purchased for $us32. It was 
dedicated on June 17, 1859, and 
stands as the oldest sDa church 
building erected now in use. The 
roosevelt church is the fourth old-
est in the uS. Guest speaker for the 
weekend events was Pastor Merlin 
burt of andrews university, Michi-
gan. Pastor Burt’s keynote sermon, 
“adventists: a People with a Mis-
sion,” traced the roosevelt origin 
back to 1859. He told of the hard-
ships, the disagreements and the 
understandings that ultimately 
led to the establishment of the 
church.—Adventist Review

DOwNlOAD CurreNT AND PAST reCOrDS @ WWW.reCorD.Net.au
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Australian launches 
new doctorate at 
Andrews University
berrIeN sPrINGs, MICHIGAN, uS

A
ndrews University has commissioned 
a new Doctor of Ministry Concen-
tration in “Discipleship and Spiritual 
Formation,” with Australian lecturer 

Dr Allan Walshe appointed to lead this new 
program.

Dr Walshe, 
who has been at 
Andrews Uni-
versity for almost 
two years, is a 
teaching profes-
sor in the Chris-
tian Ministries 
department and 
currently lectures in spiritual formation and 
discipleship to all pastors who take Master 
of Arts (postgraduate) or Master of Divinity 
courses. He is also the director of the MA 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry.

Assisting Dr Walshe in the new doctoral 
course will be lecturers including Dr John 
Dybdal, Dr Ben Maxon, Dr Derek Mor-
ris and Dr Richard Davidson, as well as a 
number of other professors and guest lectur-
ers.—RecoRd staff

More @ www.doctorofministry.com

brIsbaNe, QueeNSlAND

T
he South Brisbane Adventist church 
celebrated its 110th anniversary on 
August 8. The church was estab-
lished as a result of a vision had by 

Ellen White at the first camp-meeting, held 
in Queensland from October 13 to 21, 1898. 

The church was formally organised in 
1889, with believers meeting in homes 
prior to that. On October 14, 1898, a 
newspaper in the area reported there to be 
“approximately 175 SDAs living in Queens-
land.” Around 30 of these members formed 
the original South Brisbane church.

A £100 donation from Mrs White, which 
was “a donation from me as the Lord’s stew-
ard,” started the construction of the church, 
which was finished in 1899. The church was 
first used on March 18 that year, with the 
formal dedication service on April 1. 

A church school was opened at the rear 
of the church in 1914. It later closed in 1926. 

In 1952, a Russian church group began 
to meet in the church each Sabbath after-
noon. The general church membership also 
saw healthy growth in the 1950s. By 1961, 
the church membership had grown to 180 
people and a new building on a different 

street was purchased to cater to this growth. 
The church was filled to capacity for the 

110th anniversary program, with church 
pastors and members past and present in at-
tendance. A number of church diginitaries 
were in attendance, including Pastor Neil 
Watts, president of the South Queensland 
Conference. Former church pastors Ray 
Fraser and Bruce Roberts led the program. 

Current pastors Ted White and Joseph 
Khabbaz were joined in the church service 
by former pastors Keith Miller, Ian John-
ston, Ken Martin and Pastor Watts to bring 
a message about faithfulness and hope for 
the future.

Attendees of the program said it was 
“uplifting” and “glorious.”—charmaine 
davison

South Brisbane church 
celebrates 110 years

Some of the attendees of the South Brisbane 
church’s 110th anniversary program.

Dr Allan Walshe.

 ◆ The first african-american 
seventh-day adventist chap-
lain in the us army, (Colo-
nel) Joseph t Powell, died on 
August 21. The eulogy was deliv-
ered by Pastor Barry Black, uS 
senate chaplain and the first 
African-American, Adventist 
and military chaplain to serve 
in that role. upon entering the 
uS Army in 1952, Pastor Powell 
was posted almost immediately 
to Korea, where he served in an 
evacuation hospital. He gave 
character guidance lectures and 
conducted worship services at 
the camp stockade and hospital, 

as well as the Korean union Mis-
sion compound. He spent many 
hours in hospital visitation and 
also worked at an orphanage for 
blind children. Between active 
duty postings in the Korea and 
Vietnam conflicts, Pastor Powell 
served as a pastor in North Caro-
lina. He helped Martin luther 
King Jr organise sit-ins at local 
restaurants and integrate public 
schools, and he worked tire-
lessly to promote equality and 
justice. Pastor Powell completed 
several tours of duty in Korea, 
Dominican republic, Vietnam 
and other assignments. He 

retired from the Army in 1975. 
—Adventist Review

 ◆ Newlywed roman Catho-
lic couples are being encour-
aged to say a special prayer 
together before having sex. The 
specially-composed “Prayer 
before Making love” is aimed 
at “purifying their intentions” 
so the act is not about selfish-
ness or hedonism. It appears 
in the 64-page Prayer Book for 
Spouses, which has been pub-
lished by the london-based 
Catholic truth society. The 
prayer implores God “to place 

within us love that truly gives, 
tenderness that truly unites, 
self-offering that tells the truth 
and does not deceive, forgive-
ness that truly receives, loving 
physical union that welcomes.” 
Paul Hendricks, who is the 
Auxiliary Bishop of Southwark 
and sits on the charity’s board, 
said he thought the prayer’s 
inclusion was “brave but good.” 
The book contains prayers for 
every stage of marriage and 
family life, including engage-
ment, pregnancy and caring for 
children and elderly parents. 
—Ananova

IS yOur CHurCH DOING SOMeTHING exCITING, INNOVATIVe Or INSPIrING? eMAIl reCorD@sIGNsPublIsHING.CoM.au



 september 19, 2009 7

news

Tasmania holds first “Women 
and the Word” conference
Hobart, TASMANIA

T
he Tasmanian Conference or-
ganised its first “Women and the 
Word” conference in July.

“I have attended ‘Women and 
the Word’ conferences in Sydney and 
found them to be very empowering and 
encouraging,” says Vicki Knight, wom-
en’s ministries director for the Tasma-
nian Conference. “I wanted women and 
men to come together from all walks of 
life to be united in Christ, to reach out to 
community members and invite them to 
the conference.”

Around 100 women and 10 men attend-
ed the conference themed “Open arms.” 
According to Ms Knight, this theme “typi-
fies the open arms and acceptance of Jesus 
for all people.” 

Guest speakers for the conference in-
cluded Raquel Arrais, associate director 
for women’s ministries of the General 

Conference; Erna Johnson, director for 
women’s ministries of the South Pacific 
Division; and Pastor Robert Granger, di-
rector for Adventist Health Ministries for 
the Tasmanian Conference.

“Women and the Word” conferences 
have been held annually since 2005 in Syd-
ney, and deal with issues including stere-
otype and social justice. Ms Knight says 
there are plans for the Tasmanian confer-
ences to be held annually, too.—Melody Tan

WaHrooNGa, New SOuTH wAleS

A
dventist Media Network (AMN) 
has launched Psalter, a new music 
recording and publishing label.

“The name refers to a book of 
psalms or hymns,” says Tim Burcham, 
manager of Psalter. “We want to nurture 
and grow Adventist music. This could 
mean anything from organising musicians, 
releasing their products or running song-
writing competitions.”

The launch of Psalter will mean that for 
the first time, the South Pacific Division 
(SPD) has a ministry focused solely on the 
production of Christian music by Advent-
ists in the region.

To celebrate the creation of Psalter, a 
competition has been organised in conjunc-
tion with the Video Production department 
of AMN. The competition is open to all 
Adventists within the SPD and submissions 
close toward the end of this year. 

“We are looking for nine original songs 

that can be used as part of the new Search 
DVD series. That will be launched next 
year,” says Mr Burcham. “We are also 
planning to record and release these songs 
as an album.”

The themes of each episode of Search 
will be posted on <www.psaltermusic.
com>.

According to Jared Madden, manager 
of Hope TV for the SPD, the new Search 
DVD series will follow the model of the 
old series, using TV advertising to spark 
interest from viewers and getting church 
members to deliver the programs.

“But we are starting production of Search 
version two from scratch. It will feature 
new scripts and new programs,” says Mr 
Madden. “The songwriting competition is 
a chance for musicians to use their music 
for evangelism, reaching out directly to 
secular people.”

Mr Burcham has significant musical ex-
perience and says, “My dream is to facilitate 
people in the Adventist Church to create 

music for God that is done with the high-
est standard of integrity. It’s my dream for 
Adventism to find its own voice musically. 
There’s amazing talent in the Adventist 
Church and we’d love to be able to harness 
and organise that.

“The Psalter dream also comes from 
talking with many church members who 
express the same frustration with there 
not being a formal, organised system for 
our musicians to grow and flourish in.” 
—AMN staff

More @ www.psaltermusic.com

AMN launches music label with song competition

Standish returns 
to church work
sIlVer sPrING, MArylAND, uS

J
ames Standish, a veteran Adventist re-
ligious freedom advocate, will return 
to employment at the General Confer-
ence to serve as the Church’s liaison 

to the United Nations. Mr Standish has 
spent the past year as executive director of 
the United States Commission on Interna-
tional Religious Freedom, an independent 
non-partisan US agency advising the White 
House and US Congress.

Working with the commission gave 
him a broader understanding of the “inner 
workings” of government, and what can 
be accomplished through cooperation and 
a candid exchange of ideas.

“It’s a real privilege to come back to work 
for the Adventist Church,” Mr Standish 
said. “I think the church has so much to 
offer, from its understanding of religious 
freedom to its emphasis on education and 
health care, and its thorough understanding 
of the gospel.”—elizabeth Lechleitner/ANN 

More @ http://news.adventist.org

The Tasmanian Conference held its first 
“Women and the Word” conference in July.

The Psalter logo.
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S
nacking is an important part 
of an active child’s diet. Children 
have smaller stomach capacities than 
adults and require food more often. 

Active children cannot eat enough at one 
meal to meet their energy and nutrient 
needs. The “three-meals-a-day” routine 
will not usually provide enough energy for 
growing youngsters. 

Children generally need to eat about 
five to six times per day. It has been esti-
mated that snacks provide half to a third 
of the energy intake for children. There-
fore, it is important to provide nutritious 
snacks.

There is also emerging evidence in adults 
to suggest regular snacking may result in 
lower cholesterol and insulin levels, which 
is associated with lower risks of disease. 
Snacking on nutritious foods has benefits 
for both adults and children. But all snacks 
should be healthy. Biscuits, chips, muesli 
bars, cakes, lollies and soft drinks are best 
reserved for parties or other special occa-
sions, and should not be seen as everyday 
foods.

snacks can be healthy if they are chosen 
carefully.

Some sensible snacking tips to ensure 
snacks are healthy: 
•  Encourage your child to drink water 

between meals. Include juice, cordial or 
soft drink only occasionally. 

•  Involve children in the preparation of 
their snacks. It is a great time to teach 
them basic cooking and food-safety skills. 

•  Have healthy snack options available 
and store them in places where children 
can reach them. Avoid having unsuitable 
snack foods in the house. 

•  Snacks need to be scheduled appropriate-
ly, so they don’t interfere with mealtimes. 

•  Many commercial snack foods, such as 
potato chips and chocolate bars, are high 

in fat, salt and sugar and contribute 
to childhood obesity. As a healthy 
and yummy alternative, try our . . .

suggestions for healthy snacks:
•  Vegetable sticks, with or without 

a dip such as hummus.
•  Fruit smoothies—freeze the lefto-

vers for healthy iceblocks.
•  A platter of fruit pieces to share—

add fruit yoghurt as a dip.
• Fruit or vegetable kebabs.
•  Pancakes or pikelets—add dried 

fruit or banana for something different.
•  Fruit loaf, bran muffin or savoury muffin, 

such as a “cheese and semi-dried tomato 
muffin” (see recipe on this page).

• Popcorn.
• Cheese sticks.
• Baked beans on wholegrain toast.
• Toasted wholegrain sandwiches.
•  Wholemeal English muffins—these 

can be used as a base for homemade 
mini-pizzas.

•  Pita or Lebanese bread, filled with salad 
and a slice of cheese.  R

If you would like to speak to a qualified dietitian for cred-
ible and practical advice about health and nutrition, or 
would like a free copy of our Healthy Eating for Kids 
brochure, you can call us at the Sanitarium Nutrition 
Service on 1800 673 392 (in Australia) or 0800 100 257 
(in New Zealand).  Alternatively, you can email us at 
<nutrition@sanitarium.com.au> (Australia) or <nutri-
tion@sanitarium.co.nz> (New Zealand).  

Sanitarium Nutrition Service, 
Berkeley Vale, New South Wales. 

Snack attack

1 cup low-fat cottage cheese (250g)
¹/3 cup parmesan cheese, finely grated
½ cup wholemeal plain flour
1 cup almond meal
1 tsp baking powder
½ cup low-fat semi-dried tomatoes, 

chopped
4 Tbsp chopped basil
½ cup water
3 eggs
¼ tsp salt
¼ cup parmesan cheese, finely grated, 

extra

1. Place cottage cheese, parmesan 
cheese, flour, almond meal, baking 
powder, tomatoes, basil, water, eggs 
and salt in a large mixing bowl. Stir 
to combine.
2. Spoon the mixture into a lightly-
greased nine-hole muffin tin and scat-
ter with extra parmesan. 
3. Bake in a hot oven (200oC) for 20 
minutes or until set and golden brown. 

Per serve: 760 kilojoules (180 calories) Protein 13g. 
Fat 11g. Carbohydrate 6g. Sodium 270mg. Potas-
sium 250mg. Calcium 130mg. Iron 1mg. Fibre 2g.

Cheese and 
semi-dried 
tomato muffins
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Y
ou’ve probably noticed it’s Sep-
tember. The days are lengthening, 
trees are budding and spring is in 
the air. But something else happened 

on September 1 that you probably didn’t 
notice. “Calling season” started—and your 
pastor is up for grabs. 

Many pastors and their families antici-
pate this time of year with about the same 
enthusiasm ducks have for hunting season. 
For the uninitiated, it is the time when 
conference presidents and committees look 
around the other conferences and pick out 
the pastors they want to work for them. It 
is an involved process with various rules 
and levels of committees but eventually, 
the pastor gets the phone call to say that 
he or she is in the sights. 

The months of September, October and 
November are nervous ones for your pas-
tor and his or her family. Calling season 
may come and go without the phone call 
to move out of a conference but then comes 
the conference executive committee, when 
the final placement of pastors within a con-
ference is decided. It is a time of stomach 
butterflies and twitchy nerves, a time when 
any phone call from the conference office 
is treated with suspicion, and when plans 
are made to be broken. 

So, how long has your pastor been at your 
church? Most of you could count the years 
on one hand. We jokingly refer to it as the 

“Great Advent movement,” in which pas-
tors who have stayed in one place for more 
than five years are seen as the exception 
rather than the rule. 

I am married to a pastor. We have not 
yet stayed in one place for more than four 
years. Maybe next year we will break that 
trend. But I don’t know yet—calling sea-
son hasn’t finished. 

I do know, however, that many pastors’ 
families suffer from a three- or four-year 
itch. Maybe it is a conditioned trait because 
we get moved around so often. But about 
now, the grass is starting to look greener 
somewhere else. There is a certain level 
of excitement about moving: a new town, 
possibly in another state; new house; new 
curtains; and, if we are lucky, maybe even 
a new friend or two. Who knows, maybe 
the next church might even be close to some 
of our family.  

While we might dread the thought of 
that phone call from the conference office, 
it can also be the easy way out. It scratches 
the itch and takes the responsibility off us. 

But nothing good comes from moving 
for the sake of moving. Perseverance pays 
off. We might be making a tiny difference, 
even if we can’t see it yet. If we move, we 
and the church have to start all over again. 
There will be six months of just getting 
to know people and trying to figure out 
what is happening before we can make any 

meaningful contribution in the new place.
I know the arguments. I use them on 

myself when I feel like it would be easier 
to just start again. That’s been often lately. 
But an experienced pastor once put it like 
this: “If you move between churches every 
two years, at the end of 20 years you don’t 
have 20 years’ experience—you have two 
years’ experience repeated 10 times.” 

If your pastor has been around for three 
or four years—or more or less—now would 
be a good time to let him or her know that 
you appreciate what has been done. Now 
would be a good time to take notice of what 
happens in your church and get involved if 
you can. Now is the time to speak up and 
help scratch the itch. Don’t let your pastor 
go just because he or she is discouraged and 
too tired to resist a move. 

But in the meantime, as I fill out school 
enrolment forms and plan our Christmas 
holidays, I do so with the constant niggling 
doubt of whether we will even be here next 
year. Should I do a spring clean and tidy up 
all my cupboards, or will it all get done in 
a couple of months when the removalists 
do their thing? 

I think I will clean out my cupboards and 
hope. Maybe the itch can be scratched in 
some other way this year.  R

clair earls is a pseudonym.

The four-year itch
by ClaIr earls
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A
s long as I can remember, I have 
had a library—by my definition, 
owning two or more books. And, 
for as long as I can remember, I 

have read widely. By widely, I mean I have 
always read outside my own world view—
books that present me with different per-
spectives than what I currently believe or 
have heard before.

As I have travelled my life journey, 
many of these books have led to changes 
in my thinking—some minor, some radi-
cal. Without my reading, I would not be 
where I am today. But changes in think-
ing worry some people. On a number of 
occasions, I have had people tell me that 
reading widely—particularly things that 
are “in error”—will lead me to destruc-
tion. I have been warned that I can be lost 
by what I read. Dire predictions have been 
made that I would follow the same path 
as others who have ended up giving up on 
things that my “counsellor” believes are 
essential to salvation. And if I changed my 
mind on something, I was told it wouldn’t 
have happened if I hadn’t read so much.

I can remember an evangelist who 
came to my home city to give a talk to the 
youth—as I was at the time—about the 
creeping new theology “threatening” the 
church. During his talk, he referred to a 
book that was an examination of the Ad-
ventist belief system. When I went up to the 
evangelist after the talk to get details of the 
book, so I could read it myself, he refused to 
tell me. He said one had to be strong in the 
beliefs of the church and the Bible before 
he or she could read the book safely. I was 
very angry that someone should presume 
to filter out what they thought I should or 
should not read because they feared I would 
be too “weak” to read it. The evangelist 
didn’t even know me! And the irony was 
that I searched for it even harder.

This advice not to read anything because 

it might lead me astray has led me to think 
deeply about the whole issue of reading 
widely—particularly reading material that 
challenges what I think. Is it OK to delib-
erately read what may challenge what we 
think and believe? Not only do I think it is 
OK, I believe it is essential to deliberately 
and carefully read widely and engage with 
“dangerous” ideas. There are a number of 
reasons for this.

First, it is an essential part of thinking 
critically to expose oneself to alternative 
perspectives. Whenever I restrict myself to 
reading only what agrees with my current 
position on something, I am less likely to 
counter the products of my own potential-
ly-erroneous thinking. I enrich my own 
understandings with the results of other 
people’s thinking.

I knew an Adventist who once told me he 
didn’t read anything except the Bible—no 
commentaries, no books, although I think 
he also read Ellen White’s books. Reading 

commentaries and books about the Bible 
can never replace actual Bible reading. 
But reading other people’s ideas about the 
Bible leads us into a conversation with 
other Christians—and non-Christians—
that challenges our prejudices, biases and 
bigotry. 

Isolating ourselves from others’ think-
ing can lead to extremism and, ironically, 
erroneous conclusions. Reading allows us 
to participate in the great stream of Chris-
tian conversation that has been going on 
for centuries and draw on that wisdom, 
helping us to correct or confirm our course.

Second, reading widely helps guard 
against those who filter information to pro-
mote conformity. One of the marks of cult-
ism occurs when information is controlled 
by those in power who wish to guarantee 
the conformity of their followers. Knowl-
edge can be dangerous. It often leads to the 
questioning of the status quo and, therefore, 
can become a threat to those who operate 

The need to read
by steVe ParKer

is
to

ck
ph

ot
o.

co
m



 september 19, 2009 11

feature
from a privileged position of power. Reading widely and seeking 
alternative views provides a broader source of information that 
helps us to put things into perspective—a perspective that some-
times uncovers spiritual abuse or bondage through ignorance. 

Throughout history, dictatorships have sought to control their 
subjects through the manipulation of information. We see it 
today in countries like China, which tries to suppress informa-
tion through restricting free access to the internet. It also occurs 
in more subtle forms when, out of fear of “contamination,” we 
limit our own reading to that which reinforces the party line. The 
antidote is to deliberately read widely, looking at perspectives that 
disagree with our own.

Some may argue that reading “error” opens us up to the adop-
tion of that error. However, the advice not to read “error” for fear 
of being led to believe error suffers from two problems.

First, it assumes that what is to be read is error before it has been 
investigated. This is a fundamental flaw in thinking, prejudging 
the quality of something before giving it a genuine hearing. The 
term we have for this type of thinking is prejudice. If we genu-
inely believe we need to pursue truth, then we need to do so with 
integrity and fairmindedness.

One of the greatest ironies I have observed within Christian 
communities is that of wanting to convince others of the truth 
of Christianity without being open to new truth themselves. It is 
impossible for someone to choose Christ without them doubting 
their current belief system and opening themselves to the possibil-
ity of other ways of viewing things. So how can we expect others 
to be open to new perspectives if we are not ourselves? 

When we shut down any possibility of discovering truth by 
avoiding reading anything that doesn’t agree with our positions, 
we have no right to expect anyone else to listen to what we have 
to say. How can we be led by God’s Spirit if we close ourselves 
off to listening? Reading widely is one way we listen to the vast 
wisdom of others—not to accept everything we read but to think 
critically about the basis of those other ideas.

And this leads to the second problem with the idea that we 
should avoid reading “error” for fear of being led into error. The 
problem is not so much with what we read. The problem is how 
we read. Most Christians I have come across who have a fear-based 
approach to what they read have not been educated in how to 
read critically. You can often identify this problem by examining 
the basis of a person’s certainty for their beliefs. They are often 
based on prooftexting Scripture—accepting something solely on 
authority or on seriously inadequate information.

In my view, uncritically reading what one considers truth is 
just as bad as uncritically reading what one considers error. We 
desperately need to teach people how to think critically—how to 
examine evidence, evaluate arguments, interpret Scripture and 
use well-tested principles and methods. Mindless acceptance of 
“truth” and mindless acceptance of “error” are two sides of the 
one counterfeit coin.

So reading widely with a critical eye is one of the healthiest, 
exciting, challenging things we can do to support our growth in 
understanding. To be a safe reader is to be a wide reader.  R

Steve Parker writes from Adelaide, South Australia. Pe
ta
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A generous church
GlyNN WarD, VIC

I write to you as an ex-Adventist, having 
spent the formative years of my life within 
your community. Despite falling by the 
wayside, I’ve always held the utmost respect 
for those with true conviction. The reason 
for my letter is one of heartfelt gratitude 
to the Adventist community following the 
Victorian bushfires in February.

In simple terms, we lost every possession 
we ever had, left with nothing more than 
the clothes we were wearing—not even a 
wallet for identity.We were lucky to escape 
our burning home with little more than 
a few days of respiratory discomfort and 
some mental scars that run deep.

It’s now six months since the fires and 
our lives are slowly returning to “normal.” 
During this time, we’ve benefited from the 
enormous generosity of the Australian com-
munity and, in particular, generous support 
from the Adventist community, including 
individual church members. 

While I’ve had the opportunity to per-
sonally thank some, I have not taken the 
opportunity to thank all who, in some way, 
contributed to the support of those affected 
by this catastrophe. We remain survivors 
and look forward to rebuilding in an area 
we love. But moving forward has been 
greatly simplified by the support of the 
Adventist community.

Thank you for your convictions and 
generosity in helping those caught up in 
the aftermath of “Black Saturday.”

A play on words?
GraHaM starK, QlD

I commend the writer of “No/what dif-
ference?” (Letters, July 25) for showing 
much wisdom for her age in asking, “What 
is the difference between ordination and 
being commissioned?”

I would have to say there isn’t a differ-
ence, as it’s only a play on words by the 
church leadership to avoid the issue of or-
dination of women pastors.

It’s high time that the conservative hi-
erarchy in the church conceded the fact 
that women must have equal rights and 
opportunities to serve God in His church, 
and cease the discrimination against them.

If God called Ellen White to lead our 
church through its inception, what right 
have the male chauvinists in the church to 
place obstacles and hindrances when God 
calls for dedicated women to be pastors in 
the church today?

Red herrings
raeWyN JoNes, wA

I’m frustrated once again after reading  
“Role distribution” (Letters, August 1). For 
a long time, I have been reading articles 
expressing people’s points of view on this 
subject, with Bible texts quoted to support 
certain arguments, sometimes misquoting 
scripture (see 1 Timothy 2:12).

The master deceiver will create anything 
to keep God’s people busy with “red her-
rings.” The ordination of women is a typical 
example of contention brought to the minds 
of those who are obviously too busy to get 
on with the work God has left us to finish.

Our commission is to spread the Three 
Angels’ Messages and to prepare a people to 
stand in the last days. I cannot for the life of 
me think that those of the remnant would be 
entertaining the thought of disputing gender 
roles. I cannot imagine it brings honour and 
glory to God when everyone decides above 
God’s Spirit who shall and who shall not.

They see our zeal
GeNNaro CozzI, VIC

I was elated to read “Finding faith in 
China” (Adventist World, August 8), the in-
terview with Pastor Jan Paulsen, General 
Conference president, on his recent visit 
to China, a country beset by its political 
and religious convictions. It’s important 
to recognise that God is responsive to our 
prayers—His will is always accomplished 
no matter the means. 

It’s exciting to see how the Holy Spirit is 
working in the lives of many, regardless of 
the obstacles faced in China. I sensed real 
joy as I read of Pastor Paulsen’s emotional 
and Spirit-filled encounter with people on 
an incredible journey.

Wasn’t this the same warmth and 
strength the early church experienced 
some 2000 years ago? I wonder if it’s the 
hardships, poverty and persecution that 
our Chinese brothers and sisters live with 
that has brought about their spiritual suc-

cess and growth? This might explain the 
phenomenal growth in the church in parts 
of the world where they face similar strug-
gles. Yet those of us in the Western world 
seem satisfied to live lukewarm lives, as 
described in Revelation.

I appreciated the simple yet innocent an-
swer Zu Xiu Hua gave to Pastor Paulsen 
when he asked for her secret to success: 
“The people come to the teachings, and they 
see our zeal and the Holy Spirit.” 

Valuable space
rob tHoMsoN, VIC

I totally disagree with “Changing Mas-
ters” (Letters, August 8). Why has valuable 
space in our church magazine been devoted 
to someone so insular and inward looking 
as to almost defy belief?

Seriously, “New Man at Jamaica’s Helm,” 
(Adventist World, July 11) was a positive and 
uplifting article that gave me hope for what 
Adventists are able to achieve.

Good preaching
NorMaN youNG, NSw

Thank you for “I hope . . . Part 2” (Edito-
rial, August 22). As I was reading it, I ini-
tially was thinking, Yeah, that’s telling them. 
But by the halfway mark, I was thinking, 
I’m sorry, Lord, help me to address this. And 
that’s what good editorials—and preach-
ing—should do. Thanks for challenging us.

Why has valuable space in our church 
magazine been devoted to someone 

so insular and inward looking?

Note: Views in Letters do not necessarily represent 
those of the editors or the denomination. Letters 
should be less than 250 words, and writers must 
include their name, address and phone number. All 
letters are edited to meet space and literary require-
ments, but the author’s original meaning will not be 
changed. Not all letters received are published. See 
masthead (page 2) for contact details.
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Appreciation
Ashmore, Glenice. The family of Glen-
ice Ashmore would like to express their 
heartfelt thanks to everyone for their kind 
words of comfort, cards and flowers on 
the death of our mother and Nanna.

Collard, Kavitha. Pamela Collard and 
Leigh Glasspell want to thank you for all 
your prayers, cards, flowers, phone calls, 
meals and support following the loss of 
our beautiful daughter, Kavitha Collard, 
on 10.7.09. Please continue to pray for us.

Weddings
Derrick—Bolinger. Levi Charles Der-
rick, son of Bryan and Juliane Derrick 
(Murwillumbah, NSW), and Whit-
ney Lee Bolinger, daughter of Rusty 
and Gayle Bolinger (Fresno, Cali-
fornia, US), were married 11.1.09 in  
Amore Gardens, Currumbin Valley, Qld.
 Bryan and Julian Derrick

Hosken—Ashton. Jeffrey Allen Hosken, 
son of Bruce and Lesley Hosken (Mul-
bring, NSW), and Kathryn Jane Ashton, 

daughter of John and Colleen Ashton, 
(Morisset, NSW), were married 19.7.09 at 
Avondale Airport, Cooranbong.
   Raymond Dabson

Mak—Lam. Calvin K Y Mak, son of Yip 
Cheong and Crainney Mak (Hong Kong, 
China), and Ruth L T Lam, daughter of 
Kwok Cheong and Yuk Lin Lam (Hong 
Kong), were married 9.8.09 in Lilydale 
church, Victoria.  Isaac Foo

Obituaries
Ashmore, Glenice Valma Jean, born 
8.7.1915 at Wellington Mill, WA; died 
6.7.09 in Bunbury Regional Hospital. On 
16.6.1943, she married Joe in the old South 
Perth church. Joe predeceased her at Mee-
lup in 1973, after being taken by a freak 
wave. She is survived by her children, Mer-
ilyn Findlay, Rosalie Hardy, John, Leslie 
Colette, Terrence and David. Glen was a 
devoted Christian wife and mother, grand 
and great-grandmother. She was practical, 
energetic, loved cooking and had a great 
sense of humour. She had a key role in 
establishing the Narembeen church. She 
faithfully loved and served her Saviour and 
now rests, awaiting His return.
 Keith Godfrey

Bajusz, Janos (John), born 14.10.1926 in 
Hungary; died 15.4.09 in Sydney, NSW. 
In 1963, he married Helen (Sydney), who 
survives him. John and Helen were bap-
tised together in Woollahra church in 1981. 
John trained as a motor mechanic, then at 
18, with the onset of WWII, he was im-
prisoned in Russia for two and a half years. 
After the war, John worked as a mechanic 
until the Hungarian revolution, when he 
escaped and immigrated to Australia in 
1957. John’s life story was so fascinating that 
Goldie Down felt compelled to author his 
biography, which was published as Feed Me 
Well, Ilona. John was a Christian gentleman 
and committed follower of Jesus, dedicated 
to his church. He was always happy and 
never complained, even though he suffered 
ill health for a number of years. He will be 
missed by all who knew him. See you again 
at the Resurrection. Gary Kent

Bartlett, Hilda (nee Vartan), born 
10.5.1916 at Dannevirke, NZ; died 15.7.09 
in Victoria Point Adventist Retirement 
Village, Brisbane, Qld. She is survived 
by her husband, Pastor Selwyn Bartlett; 
her two children, Judy and John, and 
their spouses; nine grandchildren; and 
24 great-grandchildren. Hilda’s grandfa-
ther, from Armenia, escaped to Scotland, 
completed a medical degree and went to 
Palestine as a medical missionary. Hilda’s 
father, Benjamin, was born in the hospital 
her grandfather established in Nazareth. 
Hilda was an only child. She trained as a 
nurse at what is now Sydney Adventist 
Hospital and, while studying, met and 
married Selwyn, who was training to be-
come a medical missionary. Throughout 
their 39 years of ministry, Hilda was a 
wonderful support to her husband. She 
was a woman of many talents and wrote a 
regular cooking column in the RECORD 
for years, cooked for camp-meetings and 
camporees, gave health talks and initiated 
the first Adventist Nutrition School in 
Australia. Hilda was gracious, caring and 
deeply loved by all. Her faith and trust in 
Christ was supremely important to her 
and this was evident in her dedicated life 
of service. She was a true mother in Israel, 
and died peacefully with her faith confi-
dent and trustful. Hers was a remarkable 
life well lived. She sleeps in Christ.
 Chester Stanley, Keith Grolimund, 
 Neil Tyler

Bottrell, Allan Desmond, died 18.6.09 
and was buried in Numurkah, Vic, on 
23.6.09. He is survived by his wife, Jessie; 
his sister, Alma; and his three children, 
Terry, Shirley and Murray. His family 
gathered together to say farewell to Al-
lan at a service which filled Numurkah 
church. Allan’s memory will be held high, 
not just by his family but by many friends 
in both church and community. Grow-
ing up in the Colac area of Victoria on a 
farm, Allan loved the land and animals. 
His life spanned a varied career, which 
included working for Pilkington Glass 
and Ford, felling trees, dairy farming and 
also managing a nursing home at Dora 
Creek, NSW. Allan and Jessie moved to 
Numurkah in 1977, working on a local 
dairy and for a funeral business. Allan is 
now resting, like his daughter, Gwenda, 
awaiting the paradise Jesus has prepared 
for us all. Russell Bryan

Burn, Heather Takipo, born 27.2.1937 in 
Nuku’alofa, Tonga; died 12.5.09 in Suth-
erland Hospital, NSW. Heather is survived 
by her husband, John; and her daughters, 
sons, brothers and sisters, and grandchil-
dren. Heather was the eldest daughter of 
Sione and Emelinefinau Kite, pioneer Ad-
ventists in Tonga. She was educated at Bula 
Adventist College, Tonga, and Longburn 
Adventist College, Auckland, NZ. Heath-
er served as head deaconess and elder of 
her church at Caringbah, Sydney. She lived 
by God’s word, sharing her faith with all 
she came in contact with. She kept her 
traditional ties with both the Tongan com-
munity and her church. Heather passed 
away with the hope and knowledge in her 
heart of a joyful resurrection with Jesus her 
Lord. Heather will be greatly missed by 
her family and all who knew her.
 Chris Manthey

Volunteers!
Volunteer teachers—Tonga. Volun-
teer teachers required for Tonga 
for 12 months in 2010. Mizpah 
school needs an English teacher 
for forms 5 and 6. Beulah College 
needs English and Maths/Science 
teachers. Beulah Primary School 
needs a Primary schoolteacher. For 
more information, please contact 
Siosaia Vaihola <svaihola@advent-
ist.org.to>.

 Email:
<volunteers@adventist.org.au>.  

For more positions, check the web on 
<www.adventistvolunteers.org>.

 +61 2 9847 3275

Positions vacant
 ▲ Manager, Sanitarium Nutrition Service—Sanitarium (Auckland, NZ). This senior 

management position is responsible for the strategic direction of the department, the 
strategic implementation of the company’s nutrition communications program, and 
support for the foundational role of nutrition and health in all company activities. 
The manager is also required to be involved in advocacy programs, and interact 
with government and industry groups. The successful applicant will have formal 
qualifications in Nutrition and Dietetics, and a minimum of five years’ experience 
in nutrition education. Interested, qualified individuals are invited to submit an 
application with current resume to <carol.obrien@sanitarium.co.nz>. Applications 
close September 23, 2009.

 ▲ Accounts Clerk—Adventist Publishing Ministries, South Pacific Division (Warbur-
ton, Vic),is seeking a suitably-qualified or experienced accounts clerk to manage 
our direct debit facility for literature evangelists. The successful applicant will show 
attention to detail, competent computer skills, a working knowledge of Microsoft 
Office, and preferably experience with database and accounting packages. This is 
a full-time position and the role includes liaising with literature evangelists, banks 
and literature evangelists’ customers. For expressions of interest, please contact Pas-
tor Terry Goltz, Director of Publishing Ministries on 03 5965 6314 or 0418 344 690. 
Applications close September 26, 2009. 

 ▲ Assistant Editor—Print, Broadcast and Web—Adventist Media Network (Wahroon-
ga, NSW) is seeking a full-time assistant editor who will be based at Wahroonga,  
working as part of a team to produce the print, web and broadcast editions of 
RECORD (the official news and editorial media of the South Pacific Division 
(SPD)). The position involves working with dedicated professionals to communi-
cate key messages that will inform, educate and nurture church members across 
the SPD. The successful applicant will ideally have training and experience in: 
researching and writing effective news and interesting, encouraging, challenging 
and faith-building articles for print, web and/or broadcast; creating video and still 
photography images; meeting deadlines; and journalistic subediting and proofing 
copy. The successful applicant needs to be committed to the mission of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. For further information, contact Kalvin Dever on (02) 9847 
2222 or email <kalvin@adventistmedia.org.au>. Applications in writing: Kalvin 
Dever, Operations Manager, Adventist Media Network, PO Box 1115 Wahroonga 
NSW 2076. Applications close September 22, 2009.

 ▲ Head of Maths Department—Lilydale Adventist Academy (Vic) invites applica-
tions from experienced teachers for the position of head of maths department. The 
appointment will commence in January 2010. The successful applicant will need 
to have a rapport with young people, be experienced in teaching mathematics at 
all levels, be prepared to apply innovative teaching methods and have the ability 
to coordinate the maths department. For further information, please contact Ben 
Thomas, Principal, Lilydale Adventist Academy, <principal@laa.edu.au> or phone 
(03) 9728 2211 or 0433 115 965. Applications close September 30, 2009.

 ▲ Digital Media Manager—Adventist Media Network (AMN)(Wahroonga, Sydney, 
NSW). The successful applicant will be responsible for guiding and developing the 
use of digital media at AMN. They will ideally have an interest, skills and experi-
ence in: creating solutions maximising online, VOD, Mobile and other digital media 
applications; netAdventist, the content management system used to deliver church 
websites in the South Pacific Division; web development languages such as Ruby on 
Rails, ASP.net, HTML, CSS and java script; and experience in the Moodle (Learn-
ing Management System) environment. A commitment to quality and service, 
together with a desire to be involved in ministry using digital media are essential. 
For further information, contact Kalvin Dever on (02) 9847 2222 or email <ka-
lvin@adventistmedia.org.au>. Applications in writing should be forwarded to 
Kalvin Dever, Corporate Services Director, AMN, PO Box 1115 Wahroonga 
NSW 2076. Applications close October 19, 2009.

For more employment options go to
adventistemployment.org.au
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Clifford, Pastor Roy Edmed, born 18.8.1925 
at Cape Town, South Africa; died 7.6.09 
at Cooranbong, NSW. Roy’s wife of 45 
years, Mildred (Tarr), predeceased him 
in 1994. He is survived by his only child, 
Beverly (Oregon, US); his grandchildren, 
Leri (Taiwan) and Duane (England); his 
brothers, Gerald and Bert (Sydney, NSW); 
and their families. Roy’s father, Pastor F G 
Clifford, had come from England to serve 
the church in South Africa until, in 1954, 
he was called to be the president of the 
then Australasian Division. Roy graduated 
from Helderberg College’s Commercial 
(Business) course and went on to serve the 
church in Southern Africa, soon taking 
leadership positions on conference, union 
and division levels. While he was Secretary 
of the Trans-Africa Division, he was called 
to the position of Secretary-Treasurer of the 
Trans-Australian Union in 1980. He later 
became the Division archivist, a position 
he held until retirement. Roy was highly 
respected for his wise counsel, integrity and 
fairness. Though trained as an accountant, 
his interest in theology, history and biogra-
phy enriched his gospel-centred preaching. 
Roy’s life was a window to the fruits of the 
Spirit, and we laid him to rest with the 
confidence that “when Christ, who is [his] 
life, appears, then [he] also will appear with 
him in glory” (Colossians 3:4).
  Garth Bainbridge

Grabecka, Danuta Anna, born 29.8.1935 
in Poland; died 20.6.09 at Jan Juc, Vic. 
Danuta loved her family and had four 
children, James, Michael, Caroline and 
Phillip. Danuta loved Jesus and was al-
ways ready to stand for the truth. Her 
life was a real testimony of joy, grace and 
inner strength that she demonstrated on 
many occasions. Her faithful Christian 
attitude, her deep love and care, her op-
timism, and her strong character made 
her faithful until the end. Danuta will be 
greatly missed by her close family and her 
Hughesdale church family.
 Richard Araya-Bishop

Greaves, Reginald Charles, born 22.8.1917 
at Gisborne, NZ; died 15.2.09 in Mildura 
Hospital, Vic, of a stroke. On 26.12.1948, 
he married Ruby Kuhtz, who predeceased 
him on 15.4.1999. He was also preceased by 
his son, John, on 12.6.1974, and his daugh-
ter, Janet Coutts, on 17.3.02. He is survived 
by his son, Ken (Curlwaa, NSW); and his 
daughters, Val Lecordier (Perth, WA) and 
Joy Casson (Dareton, NSW). He came to 
Australia in 1947. He had a number of 
occupations, including trucking, farming 
and carpentry, and was the head elder of 
Bowral church for eight years.
 Graeme Chapman

Hewlett, Dell, born 18.2.1916 in 
Perth,WA; died 19.11.08 at Albany. Dell 
was a quiet and unassuming person who 
loved her family and her Lord. She is sur-
vived by her five children; her 14 grand-
children; and her 25 great-grandchildren. 
We miss her, and look forward to seeing 
her again when our Lord returns. 
 Kathleen Bylund

Manners, Paul Desmond, born 20.12.1931 
at Wallaroo, SA; died 14.6.09 in Royal 
Adelaide Hospital. He is survived by 
his wife, Yvonne (nee Simms); his sons, 

Wayne, Tony and Chris (all of Tickera); 
and his daughter, Evette Johnson (Kadi-
na). Paul was a friend to all. The twinkle 
in his eyes, his unselfish nature and his 
enjoyment of a joke made him a much-
loved man. 
 Glynn Slade

Passfield, Athol Desmond, born 23.4.1937, 
died unexpectedly 1.5.09 in Port Mac-
quarie Hospital, NSW. He is survived 
by  his wife, Marie; his son, Steven; and 
his daughters, Karen and Rachel, and 
their families. Athol was a caring, help-
ful man whose life blessed many people 
in the Kempsey church and community. 
His family’s request that his funeral be an 
evangelistic service revealing to all in at-
tendance the reason for his hope and his 
attitude to life, is a fitting testimony to his 
Christian faith and example. “Blessed are 
the dead who die in the Lord.”

 Barry Satchell
Sattler, Gotthard Vinzenz, born 26.3.1921 
at Graslitz, Czechoslovakia; died 29.7.09, 
aged 88 years. He is survived by his wife, 
Rosa (Adelaide, SA); his sons, Manfred 
(Adelaide), Gerhard (Darwin, NT) and 
Johannes (John) (Adelaide, SA); his step-
son, Franzl (Munich, Germany); and his 
daughter, Edeltraut (Adelaide, SA); his 
16 grandchildren; and his two step great-
grandchildren. No longer in our lives to 
share but in our hearts he will always be 
there. Awaiting the Lord’s return.
 Will Grobler

Advertisements
Note: Neither the editor, Signs Publishing 
Company, nor the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church is responsible for the quality of 
goods or services advertised. Publication 
does not indicate endorsement of a product 
or service. Advertisements approved by 
the editor will be inserted at the following 
rates: first 30 words or less, $A66; each ad-
ditional word, $A2.75. For your advertise-
ment to appear, payment must be enclosed. 
Classified advertisements in RECORD are 
available to Seventh-day Adventist mem-
bers, churches and institutions only. See 
masthead (page 2) for contact details.

Data projectors, screens, DVDs, VCRs, 
PA systems etc. Lower prices for SDA 
churches, schools etc. Australia only. 
Rural Electronics (02) 6361 3636; or  
<greenfieldsenterprises@bigpond.com>.

Receive the Hope Channel and 3ABN. 
Complete satellite kit $265 + freight; 
prime signal areas in Australia only. Full 
instructions for DIY installation. Install-
ers available. Rural Electronics (02) 6361 
3636; or <ruralele@bigpond.net.au>.

Medical practitioners needed for the Lo-
gan Adventist Health Association Health 
Centre. Full-time and part-time prac-
titioners needed. Contact 0428 486 455.

Missionaries’ luncheon, Avondale Gradu-
ation, Sabbath December 5. There will 
be a combined lunch immediately after 
the church service for missionaries, ex-
missionaries, families and friends. Please 
bring a plate of food, sufficient for your 

family and a friend. Drinks and nibbles 
provided. This year will highlight the 
problems and experiences of schooling the 
children, and the hardships and sacrifices 
made by the parents (and especially the 
mothers) to ensure their children were 
educated. Please contact Ken Boehm on 
(02) 4365 3033, mobile 0408 072 313 or 
Warren Martin on (02) 9489 5907; email  
<warrenjmartin@hotmail.com>.

Victorian Conference Constituency Meeting. 
Notice is hereby given that the next regu-
lar constituency meeting of the Victorian 
Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist 
Church will be held in Seddon Seventh-
day Adventist church hall, 21 Hotham 
Street Seddon on November 8, 2009. The 
Constituency Meeting will commence 
Sunday morning at 8 am and conclude at 
5 pm. Delegates will be appointed in har-
mony with the constitution. The business 
of the constituency meeting will include 
presentation of administration and depart-
mental reports, financial statements for the 
years 2006, 2007 and 2008, all business as 
required by the constitution and all mat-
ters as arising from the Regular Session of 
2006 and the Special Session of 2008.

Doug Batchelor to feature at Evangelism 
Convention ’09. This initiative is to in-
spire and equip people to be soul winners 
and proclaim the everlasting gospel to 
the world. Featuring Pastor Gary Kent 
and other experienced local speakers, this 
exciting conference will include power-
ful messages, informative workshops, in-
spiring mission reports and cutting-edge 
evangelistic resources. Held at the Dar-
ling Harbour Convention Centre Sydney 
from October 23–25, 2009. Only $A130 
per person, which includes access to all 
sessions and workshops. For information 
and to register, please visit <www.foun-
taininthecity.com>.

Cooranbong Florist. Flowers for every 
occasion. Arrangements traditional and 
modern, bouquets, posies, gift hampers, 
fruit baskets, chocolates, wedding bou-
quets, funeral tributes. Same day delivery. 
Local, interstate and worldwide. Phone 
(02) 4977 2547. 5 Bela Rosa Cottage, 5 
Alton Road, Cooranbong.

Port Macquarie church dedication, Novem-
ber 21, 2009. Former pastors and members 
are invited to attend. There will be a spe-
cial church program, followed by lunch 
and an afternoon dedication program to 
celebrate and praise God. For further de-
tails, contact Joseph Maticic (02) 6583 4874 
or email Heather <knobbsi@aussiebroad-
band.com.au>.

Notice of meeting. Notice is hereby given 
that the annual general meeting of the 
Avondale Foundation will be held at 9.30 
am, October 25, 2009, in the Administra-
tive Building, Avondale College, Free-
mans Drive Cooranbong NSW. All mem-
bers are invited to attend.

Young church, NSW, 80th anniversary, No-
vember 28, 2009. All past pastors, mem-
bers and friends are invited to this special 
day. Memorabilia, photos, etc accepted. 
Contact clerk Pat Willett on (02) 6227 
2265.

ProByte Technology is an Apple-author-
ised reseller in Bunbury, WA. We ship 
anywhere in Australia. For your next Ap-
ple Mac purchase, call (08) 9791 5410 or 
email <shop@probyte.com.au>.

B & B Cooranbong. Four star, reasonable 
rates. Phone (02) 4977 3160.

Smithton Church, Tas. 50th anniversary 
for church in Gibson Street, Smithton. 
October 24, 2009. All past and present 
members and friends are invited for this 
special celebration. Come and enjoy the 
history and catch up with friends. Mem-
ories and memorabilia welcome. Contact 
(03) 6456 4158.

Family Reunion Camp-meeting at Sea. 
Ten-day cruise to the Panama Canal—
December 3–13, 2009. Join us for this 
exciting experience onboard the Hol-
land America cruise line, MS Zuiderdam. 
Connect with other Christians and en-
counter God’s power firsthand through 
music, speaking and nature. We depart 
Fort Lauderdale and our ports include 
the Bahamas, Aruba, Curacao, enter 
and exit the Panama Canal at Cristo-
bal, then on to Costa Rica and return 
to Fort Lauderdale. Your musical hosts 
will be the former King’s Heralds, Gale 
Jones Murphy, Marc and Andrea Judd, 
Shani Judd-Diehl, Leonardo Goncalves, 
Connie Vandeman Jeffery, Chuck and 
Dona Fulmore, Joe Pearles and Sandy 
Wyman Johnson. Our featured speak-
er will be Mark Finley of the General 
Conference, with presentations by Dr 
Hans Diehl of the CHIP program, and 
Jo Ann and Richard Davidson from 

CentRal Coast 
adventist sChool 

is celebrating its  
40th anniversary. 

reuNITe, reMeMBer, 
CeleBrATe. 30 October–

1 November, 2009. 
for further details and 
to rSVP email: 40th_

anniversary@ccas.nsw.edu.
au or call (02) 4367 1800.
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Andrews University. Fred Kinsey is 
our sponsor from the North Ameri-
can Division. Come and be spiritually 
nurtured. For information and a free 
cruise DVD, call 805 955 7714, email  
<lance@ampstudios.com> or go to 
<www.familyreunionmusic.com>. For 
reservations, call 805 585 0090, ext 6, or 
go to <www.classictravel.net>.

New Adventist TV Show: Michael Jack-
son’s ghost? Get your friends watch-
ing weekly webshow at YouTube/
ToogoodToday or <www.ToogoodTo-
day.com>, or see NZ Television Sky/
Freeview Channel 110 on Wednesday 
12.30 pm, Friday 8 pm or Saturday 
2.30 pm.

Looking for a new or used vehicle? Just 
visit my website <www.newcars2u.
com.au>. I save thousands for my cli-
ents all over Australia. Visit my website 
NOW. If you don’t deal through me, 
you will pay too much.

Wanted—Your stewardship story. Signs 
Publishing is planning to produce a third 
collection of stories in the tradition of 
Ordinary People—Extraordinary God and 
Ordinary People—Faithful God. Share a 
spiritual lesson in your own faith experi-
ence with God in stewardship of time, 
means, talents/opportunities, health, the 
environment, hope or other aspects of 
the Christian life. Make sure the relation-
ship to the concept of stewardship is clear. 
Write your testimony in no more than 
750 words—the shorter, the better. Make 
sure your testimony is a story. Let the 
narrative speak for itself. Keep any moral 

to a minimum. Include a suggestion of a 
relevant Bible text to be placed at the end 
of your story. Include your contact details 
and a short biographical note. Send your 
story to the editor, Signs Publishing Com-
pany (see masthead for details), <nathan.
brown@signspublishing.com.au>.

Bible Lands Tour. Egypt, Jordan, Isra-
el, Turkey and Greece, including Pat-
mos. Commencing late May, 2010. 
Conducted by experienced SPD Agent 
and tour guides. 24 days of travel and 
education will open your eyes to a greater 
understanding of so many of the Bib-
lical places. Ideal for laypersons, teach-
ers and ministers. Three star accom-
modation, luxury buses, two meals per 
day for economy trip. For itineraries 
and your interest, email <spdtravel@ 
adventist.org.au> or <dcurrie@sws.net.
au>, or phone (03) 5964 3457.

Fast website design ($A550)—First three 
websites will get free design! ($350 total 
cost) including design, domain name 
and hosting for one year. Recent work 
<www.snowman.net.au>. Call Jesse 
0400 155 742.

Finally
A superior man is 

modest in his speech 

but exceeds in his 

actions.—confucius
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