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“LOVE FOR JESUS WILL LEAD US TO WORK

WE WILL FEEL

PATHY FOR ALL THE CREATURES OF OUR HEAVENLY

, STEPS T0 JESUS, PAGE 77

FATHER.” —ELLEN WHITE
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Love. Serve. Lead.

In these three words can be found a general description of the life
and work of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the Pacific Union and
throughout the world: love for God and for one another; service rendered
in the name of Jesus; and the willingness to lead and be led in the
proclamation of the gospel and soon return of our Lord.

The repeating themes for the monthly Recorder magazines in 2020 are
Love, Serve, Lead—with Love leading the way.

“Love for Jesus will lead us to work as He worked for the blessing and
uplifting of all people. His love will lead us
to be kind and loving. We will feel sympathy
for all the creatures of our heavenly
Father.... A great blessing will come to us
when we try to be a blessing to others. God
wants us, for our own good, to have a part
to act in His plan of redemption. He gives us
hearts that are changed by His Spirit so that
we can be His helpers and pass on to others
the blessings we receive. Working with Him
is the highest honor and the greatest joy
God can give us. Those who do this work
of love are brought nearest to the Creator”
(Ellen G. White, Steps to Jesus, pp. 77-78).
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“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

?" asked a

popular in 1984.

2 been asking a
g, “What's love

o

morality. Perhaps.
That song may have reflected or influenced
the thinking of many people in a post-modern

age. However, for those of us still anchored in

a Christ-centered, God-ordered lifestyle, love is
anything but “secondhand.”
The Bible talks a lot about love. Love is

mentioned 310 times in the King James

BY RICARDO GRAHAM

Version—131 times in the Old Testament and
179 times in the New Testament.

In one of those references, God is described
by one of His servants: “Beloved, let us love one
another, for love is of God; and everyone who
loves is born of God and knows God. He who
does not love does not know God, for God is love.
In this the love of God was manifested toward
us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into
the world, that we might live through Him. In
this is love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another” (1 John 4:7-11, NKJV;
emphasis added).

“God is love.” His nature, His law, is love. It

ever has been; it ever will be. “The high and

JANUARY 2020 5




lofty One that inhabiteth eternity” (Isaiah 57:15,
KJV), whose “ways are everlasting” (Habakkuk
3:6), changeth not. With Him “is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17, KJV).
God has always been about love. He is the
originator of love. It flows straight from Him,

Profiles of Love

First-grade Students Discover the Joy
of Giving at Annual Field Trip

Every year at Redlands Adventist Academy,
first-graders take a trip to Build-A-Bear for a
very special field trip. Students build bears

to give to patients at Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital. They pick a bear and help
stuff, dress, groom, and package it for delivery,
along with a special letter they have written.
Their next stop is the children’s hospital, where
they leave the bears for the patients. Although
the students don’t get to meet the child who
receives their bear, they do know that they are
giving comfort and love to someone who might
need some extra cuddles. RAA has hosted
these field trips for over 14 years. “l love doing
this field trip because it is community-focused
and we are giving back to help make another
child happy,” said Linda Breese, the first-grade
teacher. https://bit.ly/38rO3vu
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because that is who He is—not love as an
emotion, but love as an intentionally based
Being.

According to Ellen G. White, “True love is a
high and holy principle, altogether different in
character from that love which is awakened by
impulse, and which suddenly dies when severely
tested” (The Adventist Home, p. 50).

Love is a principle. It serves as the foundation
for our system of beliefs. A principle frequently
pre-determines an action or a response to
an action. We can act and respond with a
foundational basis of love—not love as an
emotion, but love as a carefully reasoned
conclusion.

The word love has taken on several different
meanings in our postmodern world. Humans
talk about love, using one word for a range of
connotations. In our romantic relationships, we
use the word /ove as a statement of emotional
connection and a myriad other things. We say
we love our possessions, job, friends, church,
and children.

However, if we are true to the original
meaning, we must focus on people, not things.
My mother told me that her grandmother taught
her never to say she loved something that could
not return love. Inanimate objects cannot return
love or make a commitment in any way. Like may
be a better word to use for our fondness for our

possessions.

“The word love has taken on
several different meanings in
our postmodern world.”



“It seems to me that since God is love and professed Christians
are in discipleship development under the supervision of the Holy
Spirit, we should be growing in love.”

Let me reiterate. Love as a principle is the
foundation of God's government, and it cannot
be altered any more than God can be altered.
And in a religious or spiritual context, we may
find a “polar opposite” to love as a principle that
defines actions.

Take this next statement as an example: “Sin
is the expression of a principle that is at war with
the law of love, which is the foundation of God’s
government” (Ellen G. White, The Great Hope, p.
1). A very definite distinction is made between
the principle of love, which is the foundation of
God’s government, and sin, which is the opposite
of the law of love.

It seems to me that since God is love and
professed Christians are in discipleship
development under the supervision of the Holy
Spirit, we should be growing in love.

The first Fruit of the Spirit, or evidence of the
Holy Spirit's presence in the life of the believer,
is love. We must first have love. Then the others
will follow. Love leads to “joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23, NIV).

Becoming a loving person is a sign of maturing
in Christ. It is not the only evidence of such, but it
is a true notification of godliness.

Paul helps us define love in 1 Corinthians
13. Verses 4-7 declare how a loving person

acts: patient, kind, humble, focused on others,

trusting, hopeful. This is a high calling. To love as
God defines it can be quite challenging in many
situations. But nothing God calls humanity to do
is impossible. It may not be possible if we rely on
our own strength and remain in the grip of our
habits, training, and lifestyle, but “all things are
possible” to them who believe. (See Mark 9:23.)

If I am reading Paul correctly here, love is
even more valuable among spiritual gifts than
foretelling the future or rightly dividing the word
in preaching or giving to the poor.

Of course, the full range of love in all its
applications can't be covered in this article.
Entire books have been written about love. One
could say that the entire Bible is the story of
love—God's redeeming love. John 3:16 makes it
clear: “For God so loved the world, that he gave
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (KJV).

When | think about this and turn the
spotlight on myself, | admit that | have failed to
consistently live up to the full measure of God's
love. But | am hopeful in the promise of God that
as | yield control of my life over to God, He will
take care of my development.

What's love got to do with it? Everything.

Ricardo Graham is the president of the Pacific
Union Conference.
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wasn't always sure how real love was

supposed to look. But as | think back on

my very blessed life, | see the truth of

Psalm 32:8: “I will guide you along the best
pathway for your life” (NLT).

God chose a profession for me that would
change my life, painfully at times, yet
miraculously. | began my career at a junior
academy in Atlanta, where | was barely six years
older than my oldest student. It was during those
initiation years that | survived an assortment of
what my students seemed to think were good
ideas—snakes secretly placed on my chair by
a mischievous student, a cake that turned out
to be an upside-down casserole dish iced with
chocolate frosting, Hawaiian punch loaded with
salt, and an unexpected scare as they ran up to
my desk with a garden hose and shouted to the
boy on the other end, “Turn it on!” During my

8 PACIFIC UNION RECORDER

Atlanta years, | realized that my mom had been
right all along. “They tease you because they love
you, “ she would say. It was a hard sell, but slowly
| began to see the truth in her words. These
inaugural students were amazing kids, and had
we not bonded as we did, my career and my life
may have taken a very different turn.

Throughout my teaching career, | have been
the student, learning more from my classes than
they ever learned from me. They taught me
about forgiveness and resilience and more about
love than they'll ever know.

In 1 John 4:8, we are told that “God is love,”
and | have come to realize that those two forces
cannot be separated. Wherever there is love
on display, God is there. In fact, examples of
love are all around us every day. They are God's
special reminders that He is with us. He presents
Himself through distinct moments and people



Reminders;

and experiences. He does it purposefully to

remind us that goodness exists and that He is its
Creator.

Love threads itself throughout our lives in
thousands of ways, and with every act of love,
we have an opportunity to look into the face
of God. | have seen Him in the innocence of
my high school students who shared with me
their hurts and questions about life and asked
if  knew any promises in the Bible that would
help them get through the hard stuff. | am
continually reminded of Him by the support of
my colleagues who surround me and by the
treasured family in which God placed me when
He knew | would lose mine. | recognized Him in
the way the wife of my cherished brother took
care of him as he quietly and peacefully slipped
into the arms of God. | see Him in the precious
faces of my best friend's little girls whenever

BY BONNIE IVERSEN

they look into my unwrinkled heart rather than
my aging face and ask me to play with them.
God's character was unmistakable in my mom'’s
unconditional love. I've heard Him in the deep,
reassuring voice of my dad when he quietly
countered my desire to walk away from teaching
during a particularly difficult time by saying, “You
can walk away, honey, and you won't embarrass
me. But can you make it through one more day,
and we'll talk this evening?”

One more day has turned into almost 37,000
days since my dad first asked me that question
26 years ago. Dad's love reflected God and
transformed the difficult years into a profound
passion for my profession and for the school that
God reserved for me. At times, | can still hear
God saying, “Can you make it through one more
day, and we'll talk this evening?”

Love that reflects God inevitably converges

JANUARY 2020 9



with genuine acts of kindness. My sweet dad
began a special tradition when | started teaching
at San Gabriel Academy in 1993. Every year on
the first day of school, he sent me a beautiful
bouquet of flowers and a note saying that he
loved me, that he was proud of me, and that he

Profiles of Love

Church Member Dedicates Her
Retirement to Service

When Kaneohe church elder Elsie Frisby
retired, she made an extraordinary
commitment. Frisby dedicated all her time

to the various roles she fills at her church,
including serving as the local women'’s
ministries director. She estimates that

she spends an average of 12 hours a day
volunteering—and she isn't alone! Frisby meets
with a group of women who provide for the
needs of the homeless, make beanies for
newborn babies at the local Adventist hospital,
provide the meals served at the local Salvation
Army Corps community center, and more.

This group of women are connecting their
church to the community and actively making a
difference. https://bit.ly/2g)YVEO
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was praying for me. My students noticed and
looked forward to seeing his flowers on my desk
from year to year. In the summer of 1999, | lost
my dad. Still emotionally dazed from his loss, |
entered my classroom at the end of that summer
on the first day of school. Slowly, my tears

begin to fall. It was as though | had just walked
into a floral shop, filled with arrangements

from my students who had heard about Dad's
love through his bouquets. Although the notes
attached to each arrangement were unique and
personal, the theme was the same. “We know
your dad can't send you flowers anymore, but we
want you to remember how much you are still
loved.” The story of my dad’s flowers was told
and retold, and the bouquets continued arrive
every first day of school for 16 years after his
death.

My profession and my personal life found
common ground, and both have taught me
about love—how to detect it, how to give it,
and how to find God in it. Love and God are
inseparable. His reminders can be seen in the
trust of a student, in the unselfish care given
by a loving spouse, in special children who see
beyond wrinkles, in best friends who make me
feel like family, in flowers sent because someone
else couldn’t, in a smile radiating from a stranger,
in a word of reassurance from a colleague. Acts
of love remind us that God has been by our side
all along. I know now how real love is supposed
to look. It looks just like the face of God.

Bonnie Iversen is the Director of Advancement at
San Gabriel Academy; 26 of the 35 years she has
spent in education have been at this school. She is a
former history and English teacher.



Tacos

nyone who knows me knows that | love tacos. My favorites are

BY MANNY CRUZ

carne asada and fish tacos. | love uncomplicated tacos—not a

whole bunch of toppings, just cilantro, onion, guacamole, and, of

course, salsa. Simple but delicious. They taste even better if the
tortillas are made fresh from scratch. | recently told my wife, “After 25 years of
marriage, | think | love you more than tacos.” She was very happy because she
knows how much | love tacos.

Jesus said in John 13:35, “By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another” (NIV). This is an interesting concept. Jesus
says that people (outside of the church) will know that we (the church) are
followers of Jesus if we love each other. In other words, people will know that

we are following Jesus based on how we treat each other.

JANUARY 2020 11



When | think of this Bible verse, it reminds me

that people are like tacos. Let me explain:

The cold taco—There is nothing worse for my
taco addiction—I mean, my love for tacos—than
a cold taco. The taste is the same | suppose, but
it's cold. No one likes a cold taco. Some people
are cold. They come to church week after week
but hardly talk to anyone, and they leave as soon
as the church service is over. When you say hello,
they respond with a nod and maybe a “Happy
Sabbath.”

The hot taco—This is the taco that you bite

into and it burns your mouth because the meat

12 PACIFIC UNION RECORDER

or the tortilla is too hot. You need to give it a few
moments to cool down. In the church, this type
of person seems to be angry about everyone and
everything. They seem to be “hot” all the time.
They have a hot temper that can burn.

The world’s best taco—You have probably
seen this on a menu or in an ad for a restaurant
somewhere. Many claim to have the best taco in
the world. Some people in the church act like they
are better than everyone else.

The spicy taco—Some tacos are extra spicy;
they burn your mouth and make you sweat when
you eat them. In all honesty, they are unpleasant



“Jesus calls
me to love all
people. This

means ALL

people—even
the people who
are not easy to
love.”

to eat. These spicy tacos are like the people in
the church who are just unpleasant to be around.
Maybe they gossip. Maybe they criticize everyone
and everything. They're definitely hard to please.
The bland taco—This is the hardest taco for
me to eat because it simply has little to no flavor
whatsoever. | have eaten my share of bland
tacos in my lifetime. Some people in the church
are there as “pew warmers.” They don't connect
with anyone, they don't support anything the
church does, and they don’'t want to commit.
They attend church but are not engaged in any

of the church activities.

The genuine taco—This is my preferred
taco. The tortilla is just warm enough, the salsa
is not too hot, the guacamole is flavorful, the
taco is topped with just the right amount of
cilantro and onions, and the meat is tender
and juicy. It is exactly what a taco should be.
It is authentic. It is the real deal. Most of the
time you can only get these tacos in a hole-in-
the-wall restaurant or from a taco stand on the
street. Nothing fancy or trendy—just a simple
and unsophisticated place. In the church, these
are the people who are real and transparent.
They are humble. They truly love people. These
individuals are not flashy. They simply love
Jesus and people. They are not difficult to spot
and not easily forgotten. They are the real deal.

When it comes to tacos, | have my favorites
and my preferences. But | will not turn away
any tacos. | am always ready to chow down on
some tacos. Why? Because | love tacos. | think
| need to behave the same with the people in
the church. Jesus calls me to love all people.
This means ALL people—even the people who
are not easy to love. | may have my favorite
kinds of people. | may have a preference in
regard to what kind of people | hang out with,
but Jesus calls me to love all people.

When we truly love each other, we connect
with each other and begin to develop
relationships. We learn about each other, and
many times we begin to understand why we
act the way we do. Jesus knew what He was
talking about. So let's decide to love each
other!

Manny Cruz is director for youth and children's

ministries, Arizona Conference.
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ove is a word that we hear so often. “I

love..." (fill in the blank with whoever

or whatever). There are so many

songs about love. It is the main theme
of many movies, especially around the holidays.
But what does it mean to love? Has the meaning
of the word been so diluted that it no longer
holds any real significance?

We have been encouraged in 1 Corinthians
16:14 to “let all that you do be done with love”
(NKJV). I believe that love is everything. It is why
we were created, it is what guides us, and it gives

us purpose.

14 PACIFIC UNION RECORDER

A Place
at the
Table

BY RITH DOK

| can remember a conversation that | had with
my mom when | was attending academy. Only
two payphones were available for the entire
dorm, so getting a phone call was something
special. On this occasion, she asked me all the
regular questions parents ask when children are
away: How was | doing? Was | getting enough to
eat? | had only been in school for a few weeks,
and my family was still not used to my being
gone. My mom told me that sometimes she
would still put out an extra place setting when it
was time for dinner, because she would forget
that | wasn't at home anymore. Feeding us has



always been her way of sharing her love with
her family. This may resonate with some

of you because food might be one of the
languages of love that you relate to.

When | think about what love means, | also
think of the time when my wife and | moved
into our first home. We didn’t buy the best
house on the block by any means, but it was
structurally sound and it had the layout we
were looking for. During the home inspection,
we met the appraiser in the kitchen to
hear his report. As he was going through
the details with us, we became aware of a
pungent smell in the room. When he noticed

that we were backing away from him, he told

us that the smell was actually our dishwasher.

It was July when we finally closed on the
house. We knew the first thing we needed

to do before unpacking was a thorough

cleaning of the entire house from top to
bottom. With the help of my in-laws, we were
able to get everything scrubbed clean, wiped
down, and painted. And we hauled out the
old appliances, especially that disgusting
dishwasher.

Then we took a break and sat out in the
front yard to enjoy our new neighborhood.
It wasn't long until we met many of our
new neighbors. They welcomed us to the
neighborhood and even offered to help
us with anything we needed. One of our
neighbors noticed that our appliances were
on the curb, so they brought us dinner. The
amazing thing is that this was not an isolated
event. It isn't out of the ordinary to find “just
because” gifts of baked goods, a handmade

stuffed animal, or flowers on our porch. This
thoughtfulness takes place throughout our
small community.

Jesus is the perfect example of what love
is. The Bible states, “Anyone who does not
love does not know God, because God is love”
(1 John 4:8, NIRV). Jesus came to earth not
only to save us but to be an example of love
for us. He showed us how we should treat
each other. He showed love to those who
were excluded. He ate with those who were
despised. He touched the untouchable. Jesus
came down and died for everyone's sin. He
became our ultimate example of what love is.

What is love? What does it mean? It is a
sense of acceptance and belonging, like being
part of a family. It is caring about the people
around you so much that you are attentive
to what they might need. It is being part of
a community. It is letting those around you
know that they are accepted and welcomed
despite any differences. Love means knowing
that no matter how long you have been
away, you are still thought of—you still have
a place at the table. It is acknowledging those
around you and welcoming them into your
life. It seems so simple but can be so difficult.
I imagine that if Jesus were here on earth
today, these are the expressions of love that
He would show to everyone He interacted
with. This is what | believe love is.

Rith Dok teaches at Summit Christian Academy
in Salt Lake City, Utah.
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he disciples of Jesus knew something

momentous was about to happen,

butthey didn't know what it was.
) Th'ey were still trying to make sense
-~ the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus. All
ives, they had been taught to expect the
A lessiah, who would rule all nations
0 The crucifixion they didn't
pect. So what W
take ﬂfhe’throne’éf
rule? S e,

“Lord, are you at thf&%\goihg to restore

the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6, NIV). The

guestion was not entirely academic. The disciples

cherished the thought not only of Jerusalem
=« bgcoming the seat of global empire but of their
role sitting with Jesus next to His throne.
Jesus answered, “It is not for you to know the
times or dates the Father has set by his own
xautHb'F'i'ty.‘ Hu‘g you will receive power when the

of Grace

BY ALAN J. REINACH

Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses” (Acts 1:7-8, NIV). The disciples wanted
to govern. They wanted to make the laws, rule a
righteous nation, establish God's kingdom. But
this was reserved to the Father’s authority. The
Greek word is exousia. The exousia, the authority
to rule, is reserved to the Father. It has never
been given to the church. Whenever the church
has sought political power, it has usurped the
authority of the Father.

The church has been given a greater gift. It has
been given the dunamis power of the Holy Spirit.
Dunamis was given for the church to be a witness
of Christ to the world. It is a strange sort of
power; with God, things get turned upside down.
The first are last, the weak are strong.

The church’s most prized possession is the
grace of Christ. As recipients of grace, we are not
merely to proclaim the power of God's grace to
forgive sins, to save, and to heal. We are to live

JANUARY 2020 17



out the power of God's grace in our own lives.
Our power to influence the world is entirely a
function of our exercising the gift of grace, of our
willingness to extend grace to others. Dunamis is
the power to forgive the unforgivable, to love the
unlovely. We cannot preach the grace of Christ

Profiles of Love

Bible Class Inspires Students

to Live God’s Love

Students of Foothill Adventist Elementary’s
fifth- and sixth-grade class applied a
“makeover” model in their Bible curriculum
about salvation. Upon learning how God
wants to do a “makeover” in their lives, they
were inspired to do a “makeover” in their
community. Students put together care
packages for their local heroes and also for the
homeless living in the neighborhoods of San
Jose. In early October, they visited Saint James
Park in the heart of San Jose and handed out
55 care packages. The students then visited
four local fire stations with homemade cookies
and cards for firefighters. This experience
empowered them to continue living out their
faith in active ways. https://bit.ly/34f95KF
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and then contradict that message of grace by
judging, rejecting, criticizing, insulting.

Revelation 13 depicts a Christian America that
has modeled itself after the Holy Roman Empire,
a nation where church and state collaborate to
enforce and coerce a religion that is idolatrous,
nationalistic, patriotic, Christian, and legal.
Here's the exousia! When this nation speaks as
a dragon, it will produce the infamous mark of
the beast. I call it “mark of the beast religion.”
This religion is nationalistic and patriotic because
it worships the beast, and in Bible prophecy, a
beast represents a nation. Nation worship is all
about nationalism and patriotism. This religion is
Christian in name, in form, but not in character,
on the authority of Jesus, who warned us about
deceptions in His name in the last days.

Jesus said, “Watch out that no one deceives
you. For many will come in my name...and deceive
many” (Matthew 24:4-5, NIV). The deception that
Christians need to pay attention to is not the
excesses of the left, not the threat of a militant
Islam or a militant atheism. It is the threat of
a militant Christianity. It is the deception of a
Church triumphant that desires to rule all nations
with a rod of iron in place of Christ.

This is not to say that the left has not become
a threat to the church. It has. In California, we
have faced serious legislative challenges to the
autonomy and values of our Christian institutions.
The excesses of the left pose genuine threats to
the church.

But militant Christianity is here. The religious
right has obtained the political power it sought.
It has placed key people in key positions at the
seat of power of the most powerful empire

ever in human history, more powerful than



the empires of the ancient world. However,
in obtaining political power, in obtaining the
exousia, the authority to rule, the church has
forsaken the power of Christ, the power of
grace, the power of love.

Ellen White warns: “Here is the secret of all
religious laws that have ever been enacted, and
the secret of all persecution from the days of
Abel to our own time. Christ does not drive but
draws men unto Him. The only compulsion which
He employs is the constraint of love. When the
church begins to seek for the support of secular
power, it is evident that she is devoid of the power
of Christ—the constraint of divine love” (Thoughts
from the Mount of Blessing, pp. 126-127).

Adventists have a religion that loves and
respects God'’s law. But “mark of the beast
religion” is a religion of law, albeit a counterfeit.
Truth and error lie close together—so close
that Jesus warns the elect they are not immune
from deception. We can easily become swept
up in the enthusiasm of political victory and the
moral self-righteousness of law, and omit the
weightier matters of the law, justice, mercy, and
faithfulness.

Today, American Christianity has obtained the
exousia, the power to rule. But at what cost? Its
witness to the unchurched has been destroyed.
The emphasis on legislating morality repels
many, including our youth, who are fleeing
organized religion in record numbers.

The power of Christ is the dunamis power
of the Holy Spirit. The power of the Holy
Spirit is manifest as the spirit of grace. Those
empowered by grace are the ones in the parable
(Matthew 25:31-46) who give a cup of cold water
to the thirsty, feed the hungry, clothe the naked,

and give shelter to the stranger. That's what
grace does.

Alan J. Reinach, Esq. is executive director of the
Church and State Council of the Pacific Union
Conference.
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Science Project Grows

into Community Service

What started as a class science project has
bloomed into a full-grown community service
ministry at VHM Christian School in Santa Cruz,
Calif., with students and teachers transforming
their overgrown and unused garden into a
thriving green space of organic vegetables to
be shared with their surrounding community.
The project is spearheaded by third- and
fourth-grade teacher, Jovinia Mustard. “Our
first science unit was on plants and plant
cells,” explained Mrs. Mustard. “The curriculum
called for a more hands-on approach, and |
thought, ‘What better way than getting our
hands dirty in the school garden?” According
to principal Deborah Joplin, the most exciting
aspect of this project is how it will continue

to develop. “With God's help, this project will
grow into more opportunities to share Jesus
with our community and there's nothing more
important than that.” https://bit.ly/2PuNSH4
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_ Adventist Health Global
y Missions: Ethiopia

BY JENNT GLASS

en Shellie Carlson was just a baby, her parents left Springfield, Missouri, with a desire to minister
to the people of Ethiopia in East Africa. With a few suitcases, they boarded a cargo ship in New York
City and set out for the long journey. The young family quickly adapted to life in their new home,
but after 14 years in Ethiopia, they were forced to escape the country because of the war.

Back in the United States, Shellie trip she brought simple equipment the condition of the healthcare
finished high school and eventually like stethoscopes and blood pressure  system in Ethiopia. Shellie worked
earned a nursing degree and began cuffs, but she didn't stop there. with leaders from Adventist Health
working at Lodi Memorial Hospital, When Shellie returned to California, Lodi Memorial and other hospitals
now Adventist Health Lodi Memorial she told anyone and everyone about to procure equipment to ship to

in Lodi, California. She never forgot
about Ethiopia. Years of war and
unrest made visiting difficult, and
Shellie was not able to return to the
country she fell in love with as a child
until 2011.

After her first trip back to Ethiopia,
Shellie’s heart only grew for the
people, and she knew she wanted
to make a difference. She started

Ethiopia. She also coordinated
with Ethiopian government
officials to ensure the containers
of equipment made it to the
hospitals.

volunteering as a nurse at St. Paul’s (Above) A young girl prepares for
Hospital in Addis Ababa, the capital a coffee ceremony for the group
city. During this time, she saw on the first day in Ethiopia. (Right)
firsthand the needs of the staff at Nurses in the Adventist Health

the hospital, including a lack of basic delegation meet with nurse leaders
supplies and equipment. With each in Addis Ababa.
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“Shellie’s passion for Ethiopia is
inspiring to everyone at our hospital,”
said Daniel Wolcott, president of
Adventist Health Lodi Memorial.
“Associates throughout the hospital
have joined Shellie in her mission to
make a difference for doctors, nurses,
and patients on the other side of the
world”

In 2019, Shellie arranged for an
Ethiopian delegation to travel to
California to meet with Adventist
Health leaders to begin conversations
about potential opportunities. This
set the stage for an Adventist Health
delegation, led by Daniel and Shellie,
to travel to Addis Ababa and the
Amhara Region to see the healthcare
system firsthand and meet with
government officials to further the
discussion.

In addition to touring St. Paul’s
Hospital in Addis Ababa, the
delegation met with top officials
at the Ministry of Health. The
conversation focused on the needs of
the healthcare system and building

(Above left) John Schroer and
Daniel Wolcott talk with local

kids in Lalibela, Ethiopia. (Above
right) Shellie Carlson spends a
few moments with a young girl

in the Amhara Region. (Right)

The medical tent was donated by
Adventist Health Lodi Memorial to
a hospital in Addis Ababa.

healthy communities to best meet the
needs of the people.

The second part of the trip led
the group to the Amhara Region
where they toured Felege Hiwot
Comprehensive Specialized Hospital,
which serves as the regional referral
hospital serving seven million people.
Regional Ministry of Health and
Ministry of Economic Development
officials joined the group on the tour.
The newly appointed president of the
Ambhara Region hosted the delegation
for a health forum to discuss the
current state of healthcare and needs.

“Seeing the hospital firsthand
and meeting with the staff helped
us to understand opportunities for
Adventist Health to partner together
on future projects,” said John Schroer,
Adventist Health Global Missions
manager. “Our first opportunity
to work together since visiting in
October is shipping equipment from
Adventist Health Feather River to the
hospital in Bahir Dar.”

Shellie’s passion and commitment
are making a difference in
communities throughout Ethiopia,
but more than that, she is influencing
others to start making a difference as
well. Adventist Health Global Missions
program is excited to join Shellie
and engage in mission activities that
will result in effective, meaningful
development of our partner
communities.

(Left) Daniel Wolcott, president of
Adventist Health Lodi Memorial,

and Temesgen Tiruneh, president
of the Amhara Region of Ethiopia.




Arizona Conference

Hispanic Convocation and Ministries Festival

n November 16, the Arizona

Conference Hispanic Ministries

Department held the annual
Hispanic Convocation at Washington
High School in Phoenix, Arizona. More
than 1,000 guests attended, including
young adults and children.

Assistant to the President for
Hispanic Ministries Abimael Escalante,
together with Arizona Conference
President Ed Keyes and Executive
Secretary Jorge Ramirez, announced

Hispanic Marriage
Retreat: Marriages
According to God’s

Heart

BY GABY CORELLA AND PHIL DRAPER

,':[" he Arizona Conference Hispanic
Ministries Department held
their annual Hispanic Marriage
Retreat from November 8-10 in Prescott,
Arizona. Always a popular retreat, this
year 80 couples attended.

Special guest speakers were Pastor
Enrique Pérez and psychologist Mary
Mex, who provided a series of exciting
seminars. Perez told his listeners, “No
matter how big the love for your spouse
is, it matters more when the marriage is
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BY GABY CORELLA AND PHIL DRAPER

five new Hispanic church plants from
five mother churches in the Arizona
Conference. Leaders from each of the
five churches lit a symbolic candle
seeking God’s blessings on each new
congregation.

Guest speaker Pastor Melchor
Ferreyra vividly shared the ways in
which evangelism should be present
throughout each church member’s
life—not only as the outcome of a
special event or as a result of who

is preaching. He also shared four
important steps for evangelism—uvision,
mission, strategy, and values—and the
implementation of these four steps.

During the afternoon, a Ministries
Festival breakout session gave members
the chance to attend one of several
different classes offered.

Participants enjoyed a fellowship
lunch with all our churches outside on
the football field under scattered clouds
and a blue sky. It was a blessed event!

based in Jesus Christ’s love.

Perez and Mex held several breakout
sessions during which couples could
participate and interact with each other.
The husbands and wives were given the
opportunity to express their feelings
for each other in a series of planned
activities. For some, this was a new
experience in communicating love.

As Mex emphasized, “We need
to fight for our marriages and stop
divorces!”

A wonderful Christmas spirit was
displayed for the Saturday evening
dinner as the couples dressed in
“ugly Christmas sweaters,” sang
Christmas songs, and enjoyed
the cooler weather while sitting
by the fireplace and drinking hot
chocolate.

One of the many who expressed
gratitude for the experience
exclaimed, “What great speakers and
what an amazing weekend we had!”



Outdoeor Education

Arizona Conference

Helping our Kids Find God in Nature

BY NICOLE MATTSON

Fresh air, beautiful pine trees, lots of healthy energy, and the drawing love of Jesus! This is what Outdoor
Education is all about: teaching students to seek and find God in His amazing creation.

Through the combined efforts of
Brian Allison, principal at Glenview
Adventist Christian Academy; Wendy
Eberhardt, Yavapines Camp Director;
the Arizona Conference Office of
Education; and many lay volunteers
and teachers, 62 students in grades
five and six had a memorable time
learning about the joy of being
“Treasure Hunters”in both His Word
and His beautiful creation.

Pastor Hugh Barton brought the
Word to the students using physics
demonstrations and personal
applications. Students and helpers
alike were impacted by his kind way
of sharing Jesus and meaningful
prayer—in fact, 11 students answered
the call for baptism.

God works ever so powerfully
through His masterpiece, nature. The
students experienced the exhilaration
of viewing stars in a beautifully dark
fall sky, panned gold from the creek at

Camp Yavapines, learned orienteering
skills, mined for “chips,” built survival
shelters, practiced trailblazing, and
learned about the 12 Foundations of
Heaven gemstones as they basked in
the sunshine and brisk autumn air.
Next year, the Arizona Conference
will invite seventh- and eighth-graders
to join this group at the camp from
September 29-October 1. The older
students will enjoy a powerful program
based on the needs of young teens.

May God continue to reveal
Himself to our young people and
to use Camp Yavapines as a place
where they can feel His awesome
presence through beautiful
surroundings.
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Central California Conference

By CINDY R. CHAMBERLIN

he annual Central California Conference (CCC) Prayer Retreat,

“Unleashing God'’s Power,” was held the weekend of Nov.

8-10, 2019, at Tenaya Lodge near Yosemite National Park. The
event, hosted by the CCC’s Prayer Ministries team, brought more than
200 people together in a weekend respite of prayer, fellowship with
believers, good food, music, and heartfelt testimonies, as well as keynote
presentations by Mike Tucker, Faith for Today speaker/director and host
of the award-winning television program, Lifestyle Magazine. Tucker
brought home truths about the Bible and Christian living in practical
story form. His wit and wealth of research were woven into sermonettes
that were both practical and spiritual. He spoke candidly regarding
his late wife Gayle’s death and other personal crises that he has gone
through. Attendees resonated with his vulnerability, and discussions
followed naturally within small groups.

Additionally, Tucker’s new wife,
Pam Lister Tucker, provided special
music throughout the weekend. Lister
Tucker’s soft music selections echoed
as lullabies, and each song seemed
to “ooze” the gospel. Throughout the
weekend, conference prayer warriors
directed attendees to incorporate
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prayer, silent prayer, traditional
prayer, and small casual prayers. After
sundown, attendees were treated to
ABC sales, fellowship by the pool, and
crisp outdoor walks.

However, the event was absent
a familiar face—Joyce Mulligan,
CCC Prayer Ministries director, was




undergoing surgery for a fractured
shoulder and elbow. However,
Mulligan had organized her team so
well in advance that they were able
to carry on in her absence, although
she was sorely missed.“This prayer
conference was bathed in prayer, so

| was confident that in my absence
the presence of the Holy Spirit would
take control over the entire weekend,”
says Mulligan.“l praise God for my
wonderful, praying staff and many
volunteers that let God use them to
make the weekend a success.”

Ed Walker, CCC’s Prayer Ministries
assistant director, led throughout
the convocation and challenged
attendees to "stay on their knees"
and "pray on." A tradition of the
prayer weekend is to bring the
hotel staff on stage to be officially
and publicly thanked, and this year

was no exception. Walker thanked
each member on stage and prayed
a blessing over them. Pastor and
prayer ministries core member
Kenny Fraser helped lead.

There were children’s and youth
meetings that ran simultaneously
with the adult programming. Holly
Cline, prayer ministries associate,
was careful to provide the little ones
with a weekend of child-appropriate
ministry—freeing parents to focus
and worship without disruptions.
Attendees commented they
appreciated this aspect of the
retreat. David Urbina and Marina
Ensminger added youth activities
to the weekend lineup, connecting
young participants with the larger
church body.

All attendees left encouraged to
pray on.

Central California Conference
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Central California Conference

mong the programming at the
34th constituency session of the
Central California Conference
(CCQ), which took place Sunday,
Nov. 17,2019, was a special recognition
for a long-time volunteer. In 1968,
Gilbert Nye did groundbreaking work
to help build the elementary school
at Fresno Adventist Academy (FAA). In
1995, he coordinated the electrical and
plumbing upgrades in North Park
at the Soquel campgrounds. When
the capital campaign was voted
at a special constituency session
in 1999 with three categories for
development—including the Soquel
Conference Center, Camp Wawona,
and scholarships for Adventist
schools—it was known these projects
would require successful professionals
in multiple areas of expertise. So
an announcement was sent out to
CCC churches sharing the vision and
calling for professional volunteers:
architects, engineers, business owners,
and seasoned contractors.

Nye, a mechanical engineer,
whose company contracted with
projects specifically relating to new
construction responded. Nye was
the man God selected for the job. For
over 20 years, he dedicated himself
to refurbishing and rebuilding the
Soquel campground, building up the
infrastructure of FAA, and more. He
gifted his skills for design, strategic
plans, blueprints, and building
projects. His name is on the original
plans for each of FAA's buildings, and
he continues to keep each facility
in working order. Additionally, he is
the current chair of FAA's facilities
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By CINDY R. CHAMBERLIN

committee, a
member of the
Soquel Operations
Board, and a

familiar visitor to
the Camp Wawona Board.

These contributions have been more
than theoretical; he also got his hands
dirty. When he and colleague Ron
Evans installed a duct system for a new
bathroom, they cleaned restrooms and
cookhouses before camp meeting—
oftentimes only receiving payments of
lunch or dinner at monthly meetings.
Additionally, when Camp Wawona
needed rebuilding expertise Nye, yet

again, donated his knowledge and time.

Generous, dedicated, selfless,
optimistic, patient, and fun are just a
few of the qualities of this mentor, team
player, and encourager. Nye has filled
an integral role for all of CCC's major
plants, large rebuilding initiatives, and
structural projects.

“I don't have enough time to tell
you all the wonderful things that
Gil has done for the school,’ said
Chandra Young, FAA principal.“He
has volunteered to drive our van to
transport students from Madera. He
takes care of our fleet of vehicles by
getting them serviced regularly. He has
coordinated and completed several
projects over the summer to make

our campus beautiful. He was the
coordinator on the gym roof project,
the solar field project, and the project
for the new cement on the elementary
playground. Gilbert has helped get
new locks for the doors, found a
landscape company to service our
grounds, located companies to service
our air-conditioners and replace
thermostats—and that was just so far
this year”

When asked about his involvement,
Nye simply said, “My goal has been
to assist the Seventh-day Adventist
Church in its goal to spread the gospel
to the all the world.”

According to school administrators,
Nye is a pillar of FAA, finding
scholarships and donations for
students in need. "Additionally,
he has organized the FAA Holiday
Gala for many years and sponsors
students at almost every fundraiser.
He has donated his time and money
to making God’s properties great.
Above that, Gilbert is a friend and a
wonderful Christian man who cares
deeply for others and exemplifies a life
of service," said school officials.
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Hawaii Conference

The Blessing of Teaching

BY JACQUELINE MILLA

s a former public school educator, | can assure you that working with children just about guarantees
that you seldom experience a dull moment. And now that | have the privilege of teachingin a
eventh-day Adventist private school, | can assert that working with children in an Adventist school
family guarantees that not only will you have a scarcity of dull moments, you will experience an abundance of
blessed moments that stir your very soul.

From the time God placed the call
to teach in my heart, | knew | wanted
to teach in an Adventist school.
Credentialing hoops, which had to
be jumped through, dictated that |
spend a couple of years in the public
school system. In the end | am grateful
for my time in public school, because
it has made even more precious the
experience of being able to openly
introduce students to Jesus, to model
the joy of service, and to show them
that to be a Christian is to have every
action of their life motivated by
love. | hope that all of our Christian
educators remember to cherish the
gift of teaching in an atmosphere
where learning stems from the love of
our Creator and the knowledge that
God is the author of all wisdom.

One of those soul-stirring moments
took place at Maui Adventist School
in September, while the kupidna
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(elderly) of Roselani Place retirement
home were on their monthly field
trip to visit with our students. As they
entered the classroom, the kupina
were welcomed with warm hugs by
the students and escorted to their
seats in cushioned chairs, which
were overflowing with pillows for
their added comfort. A couple of
feisty kupina objected to too many
pillows, while others were glad to
take the castoffs. | watched with
pride as students practiced being
patient, listened to the kupina'’s
needs, and responded graciously.
The students showed off
their dramatic talents with the
performance of a skit on the beloved
Bible story of Hannah and her
longed-for answer to prayer, Samuel.
The students then enthusiastically
shared a number of familiar songs,
accompanied by our talented ukulele

players. My heart swelled as | saw the
kupuna’s eyes light up. They began
to tap their feet and sing along to
“It's a Small World” and “Jesus Loves
Me! | was overcome by the power of
music to bridge gaps and connect
generations together.

As we bid our guests goodbye,
the activities director waved me
over. He shared that tears came to
his eyes as the students were singing
“Jesus Love Me.""My father used
to sing that song to me. | haven't
thought about Jesus' Loves Me’ for a
very long time. Thank you.”

In this moment, any mundane
aspects of teaching melted into
oblivion. | was touched by the feeling
of what it means to be used by God in
a small way to reveal His unfailing love
for people. This is why we do what
we do. As an educator in the Hawaii
Conference, | am truly blessed.



their families.

Hawaii Conference

New teachers Shannon Kaneshiro (left) and Marshall
Freitas (right) join the Hawaii teaching team with

Hawaic Welcomes Local Boys

into the Classroom

Marshall Freitas

Hawaiian Mission Academy is
excited to welcome Marshall Freitas to
the team as dormitory dean and head
of food service.

Born on Oahu to Joseph and Cora
Freitas, his family included two sisters
and three brothers. His father's dream
was to live on the Big Island of Hawaii;
however, following complications
during surgery, his father died at age
38. His mom, a teacher, decided to fulfill
that dream, and they moved to the Big
Island when Marshall was four. A co-
worker introduced her to the pastor of
the Adventist church in Hilo.

After Bible studies, the family joined
the Hilo church and the children began
attending Mauna Loa School. Marshall
attended Hawaiian Mission Academy for
his sophomore year as a dorm student.
He has great memories of gymnastics,
volleyball, and Camp Erdman, but his
most special moments came from

music. He played the ukulele and sang
with a quartet, the Men of God, led by
Gary Gifford, a Bible teacher at HMA.

After graduation, Marshall
completed his associate's degree
in Food Service at Hilo Community
College. He then served as the
assistant boys’ dean at Gem State
Academy in Idaho. After having been
a dorm student and an assistant dean,
the seed was planted to one day be a
dorm dean.

While cooking at Camp Cedar Falls
in California, Marshall met Vergie,
and they were married in 2002. The
next year, their daughter, Magie, was
born, and in 2004, they moved back
to Hilo to raise their ohana. Magie
became a student at HMA during her
sophomore year.

After hearing of an opening for
the dorm dean position at HMA, the
family prayed for the doors to be
opened. Marshall thanks God for this

answer to prayer and is honored to
serve Him at HMA.

Shannon Kaneshiro

Adventist Malama Elementary
School is thrilled to welcome Shannon
Kaneshiro to its campus in Waianae.
He is passionate about working
with young people to help prepare
them to be tomorrow’s leaders. Most
importantly, he seeks to lead students
to the feet of Jesus. This is his 16th
year in the classroom.

Shannon is originally from Hawaii
and has just returned after a seven-
year hiatus. After freezing in Maryland
for two years and roasting in Arizona
for five, Shannon is very happy to be
back home in Hawaii with his wife,
Maria, and three daughters.

Shannon loves outdoor activities
such as hiking and camping with his
family, and he looks forward to new
adventures.
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Holbrook Indian School
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\ 4 INDIAN SCHOOL

A Sevehﬁiélay Adventist Boarding Academy Serving Native American Youth Since 1946

A Refuge in Unfailing Love

( ( ow big is the city of
Holbrook?”“How far
away is the nearest

town with a Costco, Target, or
Walmart?”These are some of the
most prevalent questions | hear from
people applying to work at Holbrook
Indian School (HIS). When I first heard
about this school, | pictured a tiny
school in the middle of nowhere.
Isolation is a key factor in whether
people move to Holbrook or not. So
why am | here?

| remember asking one of my key
references why he had recommended
me for the job as principal. He
responded, “Once you meet the
students there, you will fall in love
with them.”| thought that was a
strange answer then, but | understood
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BY PEDRO L. OJEDA

it once | had interacted with the
students for a few months.

Our students are just like those
in other Adventist schools in every
essential way. They need nourishment,
accountability, consistency,
acceptance, and love. The difference
lies in the fact that they live in
nations within a nation. This leads to
disenfranchisement—and, coupled
with poverty, the results are less than
favorable.

Without too much research, you
can discover that Native Americans
suffer from high levels of heart
disease, obesity, diabetes, neglect,
abuse, violence, suicide, and drug and
alcohol abuse. The leading causes
of death among Native children
are accidental injury, suicide, and

homicide, in that order. HIS exists
primarily to offer Native American
children a safe haven while they are
students here. The desperate need |
see when | look deep into their eyes
is what makes my heart go out in
love for each student. And it does not
matter if they were sent to my office
for discipline issues—I still love them.

Our goal at HIS is to introduce
the children to God’s love for them.
“How priceless is your unfailing love,
Oh God! People take refuge in the
shadow of your wings” (Psalm 36:7,
NIV). Our hope is to provide a place for
that refuge.

It breaks my heart whenever we
have to ask one of our students to
leave the school. This separation
makes it almost impossible to



continue helping the student. It

is heart-wrenching because it is

not their fault—the culprit is the
environment they are being raised in.
One of our big frontiers is a program
for parents and guardians so that our

students do not revert each time they

go home for a home leave or summer

break. To help alleviate this, we started

a summer program three years ago
to extend the amount of time for this
safe haven each year.

| once heard a person say that HIS
is held together by Band-Aids and
toothpicks. What | saw when [ first
arrived on campus was a collection
of houses, buildings, and grounds in
various states of disrepair. There was
so much work to do that the good
people working here at that time
could not keep up with it. Many of
the structures had been put up with

love but not with a sense of longevity.

There were, and still are, unfinished
projects all over campus.
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After | had been here few years, our
science teacher decided to go back
to school to work towards a doctoral
degree. When | inspected the home
they vacated, | was shocked at the
condition of the house they had been
living in. When | asked them about this,
they said that they understood that
working at HIS came with sacrifices,

and they realized that the maintenance

department simply could not get to all
repairs and that funding did not exist
for refurbishing homes.

God has sent amazing people to
work for Him at HIS. One of them,
David Dickerson, was the business
manager here for four years. In
conjunction with our development
department, he found a way for us
to begin refurbishing staff homes
each time a staff member moved out.
Since then, we have been blessed
with enough funding and capable
workers to refurbish almost all the
homes on campus and remove all the
dilapidated ones.

We are currently
experiencing a
shortage in housing
for staff and hope to
build two duplexes
in addition to
completing repairs on
the homes that still
need it. Please join me
in praying that God
will continue to send
us the funding we
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Holbrook Indian School (HIS) is a first- through
twelfth-grade boarding academy operated by
the Pacific Union Conference of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. HIS also manages a

first- through eighth-grade day school on the
Navajo reservation in Chinle, Arizona. Eighty
percent of funding comes from individuals
who have a desire to support Native American

ministries and Christian education. Your
generosity makes a difference in the lives of our
students, their families, and the communities they
serve. Thank you for your support.

Holbrook Indian School

need to accomplish this goal.

I love it here. | love the red rocks
right here on campus and in nearby
Sedona, Arizona, which | consider to
be one of the most beautiful places
on earth. | love the hard work, even
though it sometimes knocks me down
to the ground. But that is not a bad
thing, because that is where Jesus' feet
are, and that is where | belong. | love
the thousands of amazing donors who
contribute hard earned dollars to help
the least of these in our little school in
the desert. Thank you! To those of you
who have never heard of Holbrook
Indian School, now you have. Won't
you join us in helping these amazing
children? Give us a call or come by
and visit. We would be happy to give
you a tour of our campus and the
Navajo Reservation.

Seventh-day Adventist

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
P.0.Box 910

Holbrook, Arizona 86025-0910
(928) 524-6845 (Ext. 109)
Development@hissda.org
HolbrookindianSchool.org
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La Sierra University

The Urban Voices Project community choir, led by co-founder
Leeav Sofer, performs for. TEDxLaSierraUniversity.

Fifth TEDxLaSierraUniversity
Duspines with “Twrough & AL’ Thewe

BY DARLA MARTIN TUCKER

a Sierra University’s Troesh Conference Center, filled with more than 380 community members
and regional high school students, buzzed with anticipation on November 8 as the fifth
TEDxLaSierraUniversity got underway.

The day-long slate of speakers and
presentations two years in the making
got off to an inspirational start as the
Urban Voices Project, a community
choir and nonprofit based in Los
Angeles’ Skid Row, filed on stage,
singing as they came and led by co-
founder Leeav Sofer. They fanned out
into the audience and invited La Sierra
University leaders to join them as they
clapped and sang in a moving line.
Their performance, interspersed with
testimonials of rising from desperate
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circumstances through the power

of music, set a rousing tone for this
year’s TEDxLaSierraUniversity theme,
“Through it All"

The interactive performance was
followed by a talk from Sofer on
the pervasiveness of homelessness
and the rejuvenating impact of
the nonprofit Urban Voices Project
on homeless communities. Eight
presentations divided into three
sessions followed Urban Voices and
Sofer, given by speakers from wide-

ranging backgrounds. Speakers
included Oscar Olivarria, principal of
Calexico Mission School, a Seventh-
day Adventist institution; Andrew
Marr, retired U.S. Army Special Forces
Green Beret and best-selling co-
author; Dr. Lee Grismer, La Sierra
professor of biology and renowned
herpetologist; Rose Mayes, executive
director of the Fair Housing Council
of Riverside County; Tasia Valenza,
Emmy-winning voiceover artist and
actress; Captain Tim Strack, city



of Riverside Fire Department; Jeff
Piotrowski, Emmy-winning storm
documentarian, storm chaser, and
news media consultant, and his wife,
Kathryn Piotrowski.

Olivarria, among the first speakers,
brought to the audience the story
of the significant sacrifices made by
Calexico Mission School’s students
and their parents. Eighty-five percent
of the school’s students live in
Mexicali, which lies across the U.S.-
Mexico border on the other side of
the street from the school. In order
to get to school on time, students
in Mexico must get up very early
to join crowds of people pushing
their way through the international
border crossing. He described the
anxiety of Mexican parents, working
for pesos, whose ability to pay their
children’s tuition at the school hinges
on the monetary exchange rate
between the two nations. Businesses
near the border fence post neon
signs informing customers of the
fluctuating rates. “Young students
are able to understand that the
higher that number on the marquee,
the greater the possibility that their
parents might tell them they can’t
continue going to school with us,’
Olivarria said, adding that many
actually request prayer for the dollar
to go down.

La Sierra University

Oscar Olivarria, principal of Calexico Mission School, a Seventh-day
Adventist K-12 school located adjacent to the U.S.-Mexico border,
delivers a talk for TEDxLaSierraUniversity on Nov. 8.

“If you think about how you have
been able to overcome your adversity,’
said Olivarria, “l think you can agree
with me that it was your faith. That
is the vehicle through which we are
able to overcome adversity. | want to
share my students’ journey with you
because as you learn their story, if
you look at them as human beings,...
you will see that thing | think we are
all looking for, that resiliency to face
every day of our life”

Attendees of the Nov. 8 event
commented on ways the talks
impacted them. Brayden Clark, a
freshman at Mesa Grande Academy in
Calimesa and a flutist in the academy
band, appreciated the Urban Voices

Members of the capacity audience at Troesh Conference Center react to a
presentation for TEDxLaSierraUniversity.

Project performance and talk by
founder Sofer.“I really liked how music
can represent emotions and we can
use that to calm down,...how music
helps to create and represent how we
feel," he said.

Shiyloh Romo-Schmunk, also a
freshman at Mesa Grande Academy,
with interests in one day joining the
U.S. Air Force, said that Marr serves as
a significant role model by showing
that it's possible to become stronger
through adversity. “[It was] his whole
message about what he’s struggled
through and even prospered from
that most inspires me.”

TEDxLaSierraUniversity is an
independently organized TED event
and is organized each year by John
Razzouk, instructor and Sam Walton
Fellow at the Zapara School of
Business where the events are held.
He puts together each event over
many months in his spare time as a
TEDxOrganizer licensed by TED, aided
by volunteers, and with sponsors to
cover costs.

Videos of the November
TEDxLaSierraUniversity talks will
become available over the following
weeks at TEDxLaSierraUniversity.com
and other sites. For more on this story
and TEDxLaSierraUniversity, please
visit www.lasierra.edu.
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Loma Linda University Health Establishes
New Health Science Institute in China

oma Linda University Health
Lhas created a new health

science institute to support the
development of emerging healthcare
professions in China.

In an inauguration ceremony held
in October, the International Institute
for Health Science was established in
Hangzhou, Zhejiang Province, China,
in partnership with Zhejiang University
City College (ZUCC) and its clinical
training site, Sir Run Run Shaw Hospital.

Over the past two years, these
partners have collaborated to develop
new academic curricula, recruit
students, and design classrooms and
laboratories on the campus of ZUCC.

ZUCC’s School of Medicine will offer
medical and nursing students education
in dental hygiene and respiratory
therapy, which will be embedded into
the university’s Bachelor of Science
degree academic programs. Classes are
slated to begin in the fall of 2020.

“We chose to partner with Loma
Linda University Health because of its
worldwide reputation as an innovative
and compassionate healthcare educator
and provider,’ said Wei Wei, PhD, ZUCC
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BY DONAJAYNE POTTS

president.“They are committed to

the development of a new kind of
health professional—one who models
values of justice, compassion, humility,
integrity, excellence, freedom, and self-
control”

Wei said ZUCC will be the first
university in China to offer an academic
program in dental hygiene.

The Chinese federal government
recently released a series of health
policies for a national initiative called
“Healthy China 2030"—a strategic plan
to boost the overall health of its people
over the next 11 years.

The blueprint for this campaign
lists five specific targets, which include
efforts to invest in and ensure long-term
oral health in China. With these policies,
the government is seeking to shift the
paradigm of a treatment-centered
oral healthcare model to a prevention-
oriented model.

Although respiratory therapy has
been established as a profession in the
United States for nearly 75 years, Wei
said it has only been acknowledged as a
medical occupation in China within the
last 10.

China has seen arise in pulmonary
diseases such as lung cancer and
asthma over the past 15 years, in
part due to long-term hazardous air
pollution exposure, according to China
Daily.

“China is in great need of preventive
dental care and lung disease treatment,’
Wei said.“We look forward to
establishing strong educational training
programs in these areas.”’

ZUCC was founded in 1999 by
Zhejiang University and Hangzhou
Municipal People’s Government.
Regarded as a world-class international
university, composed of nearly 12,000
students, it offers undergraduate and
graduate degrees from nine schools.

“We are beginning a new
partnership that aims to impact
education and healthcare across
all of China," said Richard H. Hart,
MD, DrPH, president of Loma Linda
University Health.

To learn more about Loma Linda
University Health's global healthcare
and education initiatives, visit the Global
Health Institute website at ghillu.edu,
email ghi@llu.edu or call 909-558-4420.
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Loma Linda University Health

Nurse Honored for Donating 113 Gallons of Blood
Inducted into National Donation Hall of Fame

exter Emoto, RN, a post-
anesthesia care unit and
recovery room nurse at Loma

Linda University Health, has been
inducted into the national Fresenius
Kabi Donation Hall of Fame for his
blood donations.

Emoto started donating his blood
45 years ago while he was attending
Pacific Union College in Northern
California’s Napa Valley. “I've always
had a passion for
helping people, and
at the time | simply
hoped someone
could benefit from
my donation,” he
said.

Emoto has
donated more than
113 gallons, making
him one of the
more prominent
blood donors in
the Western United
States. That blood
has helped nearly
1,500 individuals,
according to
LifeStream Blood
Bank.

Emoto began
routinely donating
blood at LifeStream

BY JANELLE RINGER

in San Bernardino, California, in
1982 after transferring to Loma
Linda University School of Nursing. “I
realized | could benefit the patients in
my local hospital by donating,” Emoto
said. “Almost all of my donations have
come to the Loma Linda University
Medical Center, where it goes to the
patients | care for daily.”

Since graduating from nursing
school in 1977, Emoto has worked

as a nurse—as well as a mentor for
student nurses—with Loma Linda
University Health. “l want future
nurses to know that the blood they
hang is coming from a volunteer,’
Emoto says.

“People who give blood do so
because they have a passion for
helping people. Those donations
could save someone’s friend or
family member.”

See the latest news and Health & Wellness stories
from Loma Linda University Health at news.llu.edu.
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Nevada-Utah Conference

Military Veterans

BY DEBRA WAGGONER

wo of Nevada-Utah
Conference’s Adventist
Community Services ministries

in Reno, Nevada, honored military
veterans in November.

The Sparks church sponsored
their first AMEN (Adventist Medical
Evangelism Network) medical clinic
on November 10, 2019, in honor of
Veterans Day. The AMEN clinic, with
its army of local volunteer medical
professionals and church members,
served numerous homeless and
low-income veterans with health
assessments, dental services, and
massage therapy. Through this event
the church members were able to
express their appreciation to those
who served our country and helped
protect our freedom.

“It's very heartwarming to see
our church show such amazing
appreciation to veterans,’ said Debra
Waggoner, associate director for
the Center of Influence and also a
veteran of the United States Air Force.
“Our country’s military is a necessary
institution to keep us all free, and
military service was very good for
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me. | would gladly make the same
decision to serve if | had to do it over
again. | like to remember Romans 13:1.
‘Let every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those
that exist have been instituted by God’
(ESV). The AMEN staff were great,” she
added.“l got a dental cleaning and an
amazing, much needed massage out
of the deal. Thank you, Sparks church!”
Two weeks later, on November
21,2019, the Center of Influence
hosted its fourth consecutive annual
Thanksgiving dinner provided by
Reno’s Wild Whimsical Women, an
informal social and charitable group
that primarily supports homeless and
struggling veterans and their families
around the holidays. Over 125 men
and women veterans made their
way to the basement of the Center
of Influence to be welcomed by the
wonderful smells of Thanksgiving
turkey and all the trimmings. More
than a dozen volunteers from the
community swooped into setup a
festive dining hall, prep the home-
cooked dishes, and serve the many

(Left) Reno’s Wild Whimsical
Women, a local community group,
volunteer to help prepare and
serve a wonderful Thanksgiving
meal to the veterans of the area.
(Bottom left) Reno veterans enjoy
the meal, music, and merriment
provided for them at the Center of
Influence. (Bottom right) Husbands
and other volunteers join Reno’s
Wild Whimsical Women in service
to local veterans.

deserving veterans. An expert
violinist named Mickey played lively
patriotic songs and filled many of
the song requests from the guests.

Paul, a veteran, neighbor, and
friend of the Center since its
opening, said, “The Centeris a
special place in the neighborhood
and a help to many. We [i.e., the
veterans] are all lucky to have all
these great people treating us so
well. The meal and everything is
really appreciated.”

Nevada is home to more than
226,000 veterans, approximately
8% of the state’s total population.
According to a recent study of more
than 132,000 homeless individuals,
the homelessness rate of veterans is
higher than among civilians, as is the
suicide rate. A large causative factor
for both is chronic disease and other
medical conditions.

Veterans' medical services in
northern Nevada are good but
still insufficient to meet the many
needs of veterans. We are happy to
be able to serve this population in
meaningful ways.

Y3INODOVYM V930 ‘SOLOHd



Nevada-Utah Conference

Total Member Involvement Brings GLOW
to the Nevada-Utal Conference

BY JOSEPH CADIZ

otal Member Involvement has been a vital aspect of the Seventh-day Adventist movement. Each

generation of Adventists—Baby Boomers to Millennials to Generations X, Y, and Z—has a part to play

in spreading the light of God’s love to a dying world. This is why GLOW, Giving Light to Our World, was
created. GLOW is a ministry whose aim is to activate believers across the globe in spreading the gospel through
pocket-sized tracts on subjects such as salvation, health, prayer, prophecy, and the reliability of the Bible.

In the Nevada-Utah Conference,
church members have been
consistently using GLOW tracts to do
outreach in their local communities.
There has also been a renewed
emphasis on the mass distribution
of GLOW tracts in a single area.
These mass distribution events are
called “GLOW Mission Trips.” Church
members of all ages, ethnicities, and
backgrounds come to these events
to distribute tens of thousands of
GLOW tracts in the span of just a few
days. Ellen White counsels that small
books and tracts should be distributed
like the "leaves of autumn" all over
the world. In using GLOW tracts, this
mission is being fulfilled.

Over the past year, the Nevada-
Utah Conference organized three
GLOW mission trips and distributed
over 130,000 GLOW tracts. All three
mission trips were conducted in
areas with little to no consistent
Adventist presence. One of these
areas is the small city of Mesquite,
Nevada. According to the most recent
census, Mesquite is home to a little
over 15,000 people. In just one day,
missionaries from the closest local
churches in Las Vegas were able to
pass out more than 15,000 GLOW
tracts during a GLOW Mission Trip in
the area. Ana, a participant during

(Left) Three generations of Adventists gather together to pass out GLOW
tracts. (Right) Nevada-Utah GLOW Conference leadership (left to right:
Jesus Nandi, Joelis Colmenarez, Randy Rincon, Cristel Escobar, Evan Fox).

the Mesquite mission trip said, “It
was a blessing to be a part of this
mission trip, and | am so glad that |
can serve God here in the state | live
in. | pray that someone will be moved
to establish a Seventh-day Adventist
church in the city of Mesquite!”

Most recently, church members
were able to share over 15,000 tracts
with the predominately Latter-day
Saint population of Tooele, Utah, right
outside of Salt Lake City. As a result of
the GLOW Mission trip, local church
members are hoping to organize a
Spanish church plant to help minister
to the ever-growing Spanish-speaking
community in the Tooele area. Jesus
Nandi, one of the Tooele GLOW
Mission Trip leaders, explained, “It is
initiatives like this that help church

members of all ages see the impact
they can have in hastening the second
coming of Jesus Christ. From young to
old, every member has an opportunity
to be a missionary by just passing out
a few GLOW tracts!”

There are plans to conduct a
1,000,000 GLOW Mission Trip in Las
Vegas, Nevada, as the Raiders move
from Oakland to their new home by
the strip. Nevada-Utah Conference
GLOW leaders are hopeful that in
the coming year more and more
church members will take hold of this
opportunity to help spread the gospel
like the falling leaves of autumn.
GLOW tracts are helping more and
more church members fulfill the
gospel commission in the cities across
Nevada and Utah.
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Northern California Conference

Healdsburg church,
1884-1921

Santa Rosa church, 1869-1912

Two NCC Churches
CELEBRATE THEIR SESQUICENTENNIALS

BY JULIE LORENZ

his fall, two Northern California Conference (NCC) congregations celebrated their 150th
anniversaries. Santa Rosa and Healdsburg were the first Adventist churches founded west of

the Rocky Mountains.

A Brief History

John Loughborough
and Daniel Bordeau
came to California as
missionaries in 1868.
After a miraculous
chain of events, they
held evangelistic meetings
in Petaluma, Windsor, and the Santa
Rosa Creek/Piner District area (west of
Santa Rosa).

In April 1869, the first
organizational meeting of Seventh-
day Adventists west of the Rockies
was held in a tent across from the
Piner schoolhouse. Bordeau was
elected president of this first California
organization, which had about 75
members. During this three-day
meeting, Loughborough baptized 15
people. These were the first Seventh-
day Adventist baptisms in California.

The missionaries moved the tent
to Santa Rosa, holding meetings
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from April to June,

and 40 people
were baptized
as a result. They
then went on to
Healdsburg, and

by mid-August, 35

were baptized.

After the tent meetings transferred
to Sebastopol, local believers in Santa
Rosa provided the materials, land, and
labor to build a church. In October,
when Loughborough and his wife
arrived for the laying of the church'’s
foundation, they discovered that
eager workers had already finished the
foundation and erected the joists. The
workers had also decided to make the
church 10 feet longer than planned—at
their own expense.“California style of
liberality!” exclaimed Loughborough.
“Surely no objection to an extra 10 feet
if you're willing to pay for it!”

In November, believers organized

-

the Santa Rosa church and dedicated
their new building. The Healdsburg
church was organized two weeks later
in early December, and the members
met in a house that was repurposed as a
church.

Healdsburg Celebration and
Evacuation

On Sabbath, Oct. 26, 2019, the
Healdsburg congregation came to
church prepared for a full day of
anniversary celebration, but the
Kincade fire changed their plans.

The day’s schedule included a
sermon by North American Division
President Dan Jackson, a special lunch,
and a concert by musician Tad Worku.
However, during Sabbath School
members received an evacuation
order on their phones. The Kincade fire
was raging nearby, and worried city
officials had ordered the evacuation of
the entire city by 4 p.m.



Northern California Conference

North American Division President Adventist
Dan Jackson speaks for the Santa Beginnings in
Rosa celebration. He also spoke for . .
the Healdsburg anniversary. California
. 1848 - James Marshall discovers
Santa Rosa Celebration gold at Sutter’s Mill.
On Nov. 15 and 16, the Santa

Rosa congregation celebrated their 1850 - California becomes the
anniversary during a weekend of 31st state.

events themed “Milestones of Grace
and Providence!” Speakers for Sabbath 1859 - Merritt G. Kellogg,

Pastor Jimmy Painter called everyone  morning included Dan Jackson, lllinois stepbrother of John Harvey
into the sanctuary, and someone Conference President Ron Aguilera (a Kellogg, travels overland to
suggested that the program be moved former pastor of the church), and NCC California with his wife and
to the Santa Rosa church. After receiving  President Marc Woodson. young son and settles in San
an invitation from Senior Pastor Don Other weekend participants Francisco. His first convert is B.G.
Smith, the members went home to included numerous previous St. John.
prepare for evacuation. At noon, a pastors, Santa Rosa City Council
number of them drove to the Santa Member Ernesto Olivares, and 1865 - Kellogg's Sabbath
Rosa church for the celebration— Pacific Union Conference Director School class sends a request
complete with sermon, meal, and of Communication & Community for a minister to the General
concert.“Healdsburg has had a history ~ Engagement Ray Tetz. Highlights Conference, along with $133
of being faithful’ said Painter.“We were  included special meals, music by Rio (about $2,100 in today’s dollars)
trying to maintain that legacy:' Lindo Adventist Academy and Pacific in gold. The General Conference

On Nov. 16, the congregation Union College students, a Redwood is unable to send anyone.
continued the celebration at their Adventist Academy update, and a tour
own church, thankful that it was still of Adventist heritage locations. 1867 - Kellogg goes personally
standing. The choir sang a special As the church members to the General .Conference to
piece, Healdsburg Mayor David Hagele commemorated the past, they also !olead for help in persor.1, but he
read a proclamation, and Painter focused on their current mission. “The 5 n9t LR T
preached from a pulpit used by Ellen best way to honor our history is to until 1868.

g ! A f ," a 3 . aw
White. After Iunc.h, a .proce55|o.n ofcars mov.e orward,” said Smith. “We myst 1868 - JN. Loughborough and
toured nearby historic Adventist sites continue to be a relevant Adventist )

A ) ) . . D.T. Bordeau (and their spouses)
as the church’s historian Elaine Privat pr