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Last June, Southwestern Adventist University welcomed new president, Dr. Ken Shaw onto 
campus, and with only a year as head administrator, he has already become part of the 
Southwestern family. The class of 2015 invited Shaw to give the commencement address 
for the May 2015 graduation, where he also happily handed the graduates their diplomas. 
With Shaw on board, Southwestern has experienced several changes around campus and 
has been introduced to a new five-year strategic campaign to further the development 
of the school. Shaw has become more than an administrator to the university. He has 
become a friend. [Photo by Michael Gibson, senior theology major.]
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Point of View»

I have been at Southwestern Adventist University for almost 
a year now and have come to realize that all of us here in the 
Southwestern Union can be extremely proud of our university. 

Though an editorial is not sufficient space for me to share the mar-
velous things that are being done, this issue of the Record will pro-
vide a glimpse of the positive compo-
nents of our campus. 

We have been blessed in so 
many ways.   With an enrollment of 
800, we are small enough that our 
faculty and staff can actually get to 
know our students.   We are small 
enough that students have many 
opportunities to use their talents by 
participating in musical and drama 
programs and volunteering for ser-
vice in our churches and communi-
ties.

We have such a diverse student 
body, representing many different 
countries.   With such diversity, I 
was so pleased to the see such unity 
on our campus.  The students study 
together and they worship together.  
I read in an historical document 

about “Old Betsy,” the train that stopped in Keene.  The conductor 
would call out, “We are arriving in the holy city.”  Though I smiled 
when I read this, I have found that the highest point in Johnson 
County was selected for the home of Southwestern Adventist Uni-
versity.  And it is on this hill that our faculty exemplify Christ in 
their classrooms and uplift students in their prayers as we desire 

that they will be citizens of the Holy City in 
which we all are anxiously awaiting. 

I have observed strong academics on 
our campus.  Just recently I learned that our 
business Enactus club placed among the top 
32 colleges and universities in North Amer-
ica in a national competition.   In addition, 
several of our business students competed 
among 6,186 teams representing 337 colleges 
and universities from around the country 
in a business strategy game.  Where did one 
of our teams place in this competition, you 
might ask?  They ranked #1 in the country.  
Southwestern is a wonderful institution 
where students in this union and students 
from around the world can obtain a strong 
academic education in a rich Christian en-
vironment.  

Your university is making a significant 
impact on students’ lives.  Please pray 
for us as we create a vibrant educa-
tional environment where students 
can obtain an excellent education, 
provide a quality workforce for this 
union and for places around the 
world, and prepare students who are 
ready to serve the communities and 
churches in Jesus’ name.

Thank you for your support of 
Southwestern Adventist University!

Ken Shaw

What’s Great About Southwestern?
B y  K E N  S h A W  »  SouthweStern AdventiSt univerSity PreSident

Shaw gives commencement address at 
2015 Southwestern graduation

Students gather around Shaw for a 
congratulatory picture after his inauguration 
in November
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To Your Health
B y  Ly N E L L  L A M O U N TA i N  »  S o u t h e r n  u n i o n  h e A lt h  M i n i S t r i e S  d i r e c t o r

What do we do with this amazing gift? Share it by extending 
His healing love to others.

One of the elements in the CREATION Health principle of 
interpersonal relationships is volunteerism. Consider these sur-
prising wellness benefits.

A survey of 3,296 volunteers was organized by Allan Luks and 
analyzed at the Institute for the Advancement of Health in New 
York City. Of those who had regular personal contact with the in-
dividuals they helped, 95 percent were blessed with a feel-good 
sensation that became known as the “helper’s high.”

The experiences of the volunteers are reported in Luks’s 
book, The Healing Power of Doing Good: The Health and Spiritual 
Benefits of Helping Others. One volunteer said, “I got very excited 
for the individuals I helped. I felt very in control of myself and 
my body. I am a runner, and I felt I ran better than ever before. I 
felt very strong physically. Almost like nothing could conquer me. 
You want so much to help others, and when you do and see their 
reactions, you feel so good inside that it makes you explode with 
energy.”

Another wrote, “Some months ago I was so stressed out that 
I could barely get four hours of sleep at night and I had all sorts of 
aches and pains. I had even tried antidepressant and anti-anxiety 
drugs, but to no avail. I then found out firsthand that it is love 
that truly heals. When I do nice things, I definitely feel a physical 
response. For me it is mostly a relaxation of muscles that I hadn’t 
even realized had been tense… I can now sleep well at night, and 
most of my aches and pains have disappeared.”

These dramatic health improvements begin with an initial 
rush that dramatically reduces stress and releases endorphins, the 
body’s natural painkillers. The rush is then followed by a longer-
lasting period of improved emotional well-being. In fact, helping 
others was found to produce the same long-term health benefits 
as relaxation and meditation exercises, caused relief from back 
pain and headaches, lowered blood pressure and cholesterol, and 
it curbed overeating and alcohol and drug abuse.

Nationwide, surveys indicate that nearly 90 percent of com-
mitted volunteers say they are healthier, or as healthy, as others 
their age. Another study’s participants commented on “the endur-
ance of the glow.” Amazingly, of those who commented, most say 
that the glow kept returning when they remembered helping.

What’s the best way to get started?
First, seek volunteer opportunities that provide personal 

contact with those who are being helped. Face-to-face or even 
phone contact seems to offer more healing benefit than imper-
sonal projects.

Second, help often—set a starting goal of two hours weekly.
Third, do something you are already trained to do.
And fourth, involve yourself in something that is of personal 

interest to you.
Often people say, “Oh, I tried giving time at that place, but 

it just wasn’t for me.” Truth is, it was that particular experience 
that was not right for them. It’s important to persist until you find 
what you enjoy.

Allan Luks writes, “In asking the overworked person to make 
additions to an already busy day, I can easily imagine the skeptical 
laughter of readers who feel sufficiently pushed to the wall by their 
existing job responsibilities. It is ironic, but true, that one way to 
relieve the pressure is to do something extra.”

Make a difference in your life and the lives of others by ex-
tending the healing ministry of Christ through volunteerism. Live 
life to the fullest by sharing the glow, and enjoy the thrilling ex-
perience David Viscott describes when he writes, “To love and be 
loved is to feel the sun from both sides.” 

That’s CREATION Health!

Lynell LaMountain is the Southern Union Health Ministries 

director. For information about hosting a CREATION Health 

program at your church, visit www.CREATIONhealth.tv  

or call 407.303.7711.

Share the Glow
Thornton Wilder said, “There is a land of the living and a land of the dead… and the bridge is love.” Whenever I see those 

words I think of Calvary. Christ’s unconditional love bridges the chasm between us and God. He lights our lives with joy, hope, and 

abundant life; His grace sets us aglow with eternal life.”



by

A monthly column
for youth by youth
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I was raised in the Seventh-day Adventist church. I was in-
volved with Pathfinders, learned my weekly Sabbath School mem-
ory verses, and attended Christian schools. At nine years of age, I 
made the decision to publicly give my life to Jesus and be baptized. 
I made this decision for myself, but at the time I did not fully un-
derstand the meaning of my decision. 

Throughout my life I moved a lot because of my stepfather’s 
different jobs. I am an outgoing person, so making new friends 
every so often was not a hard task for me. But in 5th grade we 
made the move to Birmingham, Alabama. I attended a very small 
church school and none of my school friends lived close to me. My 
neighborhood was huge and full of kids my own age. I attended 
the church school through 8th grade, but then made the decision 
that I wanted to go to a public high 
school to be with all of my neighbor-
hood friends. I went from a school 
of 33 kids total to a school with over 
2,000 students. For many this may 
have seemed like a culture shock, but 
I embraced it. I was making friends 
faster than I ever thought possible 
and many of these people had a nega-
tive influence on my life. A slow, but 
steady process of growing away from 
God and towards the world started at 
this point in my life.

As I drew away from God, a void 
was left in my life. I started to fill this 
void with drugs, sex, and alcohol. I 
started questioning my beliefs. I start-
ed to question Christianity. Soon my 
mind was filled with New Age ideolo-
gies. More or less, I took what I liked 
from the world’s different religions and 
threw out what I didn’t like. My spiri-
tuality was much like an all-you-can-
eat buffet; take what you want, leave 
what you don’t want. My body was full 

of drugs and alcohol, while my mind had all kinds of crazy and con-
flicting beliefs bouncing around in it. This all started to take a toll 
on me. It led to depression, feelings of emptiness, and eventually 
crippling panic attacks. I knew that something was missing in my 
life and it was my decision whether to act upon it or not. 

My new faith journey had begun. I decided to take a second 
look at my religious views. I studied many of the world’s religions, 
what they believed, who started them, what beliefs had changed 
over time and the only one I could find truth in was Christianity. 
I decided from here, in a similar fashion, to take a look at many 
of the popular denominations within Christianity. The only one 
I could completely line up with Bible truth was Seventh-day Ad-
ventism. I was still feeling bitterness towards Adventism though. 

My pride could not let me just accept 
it as God’s church. I decided that if I 
could prove their prophet wrong, then 
the whole thing would come tumbling 
down. I went on a new journey to 
prove Ellen White as a false prophet. 
After many months of studying, read-
ing, and long phone conversations 
with my grandfather who was a retired 
SDA pastor, I had to admit that Ellen 
White was indeed a messenger used by 
God. From here the rest is, I guess you 
could say, history. I gave my life back 
to God, was re-baptized, and began the 
next step in my life journey.

God has a plan for all of us. At 
the end of the day, it is our decision 
whether we will follow God’s plan or 
go our own way. The best decision I 
ever made was to give up my way and 
follow His. I hope you are willing to do 
the same!

TJ Sands, junior theology major

WE ARE ALL ON A JOURNEy. Many things happen during this journey that we cannot control. Accidents happen. People get in our 

way. Our great plans don’t work out the way that we had originally hoped. But at the end of the day, when the dust settles, we are in 

complete control of the choices we make in this life.

Faith Is A Journey
TJ SAndS 

Sands gives a tour to one of hundreds of elementary 
school kids he meets during the school year at South-
western Adventist university’s dinosaur museum and lab. 
(See also, Southwestern dinosaur Project article, page 14.)
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A Monthly Focus on Evangelism in the Southwest
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In the wee hours of Sabbath mornings, Southwestern students, 
staff, and faculty met at the Elisa Carver Park to prepare for ser-
vice and outreach in the community. Once they all joined to-

gether they gathered in a circle for a word of prayer to ask for God’s 
blessing on each family that came through that day. 

Students then unloaded the trucks, separating the food into 
different categories and organized sections. 

“I showed up not knowing what to expect,” said Martin Reid, 
a 2015 graduate. “I saw long lines of cars filling the parking lot and 
pallets and pallets of food. I didn’t know where to start so I just 
walked up to a table. The volunteers in charge, though they didn’t 
know me, were kind and gave me quick, concise instructions. 
‘Eleven carrots, one cabbage, ten onions.’”

The food was then packaged together by amount, 
to make sure the same portions were given out to each 
family. Every car was labeled by number of families rep-
resented, so that the volunteers would know how many 
food packages to place in each car. 

Once everything was ready to distribute, the drivers 
were given instructions to pull forward and stop at each 
section, where volunteers placed and packaged the food 
that morning. 

“The lines of cars started moving forward and we 
passed them food,” Reid said. “It was so organized that 
it felt like an assembly line. Though it was getting hotter 
and we were passing out tons of food, it felt like the story 
of the five loaves and two fish. I was so happy to help, 
and seeing smiling faces receive the aid they needed 
made my day.”

Laura Grossel, 2015 graduate, agreed. “It was such 
a humbling experience to physically hand these people 
food,” Groessel, said. “It was a blessing to be able to talk to them 
and get to see the gratitude on their faces.”

Prayers were offered to each driver and family represented, 
and then each car was waved off with big Southwestern smiles.

Some Sabbath mornings were very cold, but the student vol-
unteers stuck through it to provide a blessing for others.

“One day we were passing out frozen chickens,” said Daniel 
Perez, a 2015 graduate. “As we were loading them and distributing, 
our hands kept getting numb. But it was awesome seeing the ex-
pression on their faces! They were so thankful! Providing for peo-
ple’s needs on a Sabbath…what more of a blessing could you ask 

Southwestern Students Share Jesus Through Service

i N D i A N A  M E L E N D E z  »  SouthweStern union coMMunicAtion intern B y

for? At the end of the day, 
the weather didn’t make 
a difference, nor did our 
cold hands, but the expe-
rience was pretty sweet. 
It was such a blessing.”

Students who par-

ticipated agreed that the little sacrifices they made to show Jesus 
through service was well worth it in the end.

“Assisting at the food bank was a lot of work,” Groessel ex-
plains. “It often meant going to church looking less ‘put together’ 
than usual, and definitely meant less sleep, but it was an extremely 
rewarding experience for me and the other volunteers. I loved 
spending my Sabbath mornings serving alongside my classmates 
and friends, and I am grateful for the opportunity to serve my 
community.”

Indiana Melendez, communication intern, Southwestern Union

Southwestern student 
puts gloves on to hand 
out food to families. 

Southwestern students 
and faculty finish prepa-
rations for food drive.  
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Visión Hispana

www.swurecord.org  |   J U N E  2 0 1 5 7

Programas en Español de Southwestern Adventist Universi-
ty diseñados para ayudar a los estudiantes a forjar su carác-
ter y espiritualidad.

celebración de independencia de países latinoa-
mericanos: Estos eventos culturales permiten al estudiante 
explorar las raíces de las naciones latinoamericanas y el signifi-
cado que representa para estos países el ser libres, y no colonias 
europeas y de esta manera ayudarlos a desarrollar mayor patrio-
tismo hacia sus naciones particulares. De igual forma les permite 
a los estudiantes compartir tradiciones hispanas y conocer nuevas 
amistades en el campus de Southwestern. Este evento cuenta con 
la participación de miembros de la comunidad que apoyan con 
una variedad de comidas, lo cual los estudiantes 
esperan con gusto.

celebración del 5 de mayo: Este even-
to le da la oportunidad a los estudiantes, de honrar 
su etnicidad mexicana y de igual forma les permi-
te desarrollar sus valores de respeto y admiración 
a su cultura y orígenes. El compartir y disfrutar 
de actividades mexicanas en el campus estudian-
til también brinda la oportunidad de crear nuevas 
relaciones amistosas entre diversas culturas.

“Adoración” es un grupo formado por jóve-

Programas Espirituales para hispanos
nes que todos los jueves se reúnen y exploran diferentes escritos 
de la Biblia y les permite a los estudiantes tener un momento de 
alabanza a Dios en el medio de tantas actividades y el estrés aca-
démico, y así mismo crecer en su fuerza y fe espiritual. Aquí los 
jóvenes desarrollan liderazgo

estudio bíblico y preparación para la obra misio-
nera: Todos los sábados en la tarde por una hora, con la ayuda del 
profesor Roberto Valencia, estudiantes se reúnen voluntariamente 
para estudiar la Biblia y aprender cómo mantenerse activos en la 
obra misionera una vez retornen a sus sitios de origen o dejen el 
campus de Southwestern, ayudándoles así a conocer más de la Bi-
blia, y el gozo de compartir las buenas de salvación con otros, a la 

vez que fortalecen y forman su carácter.
Programa de verano de col-

portaje: Todos los veranos, los estu-
diantes de Southwestern que desean 
disfrutar de la experiencia y el apren-
dizaje de colportar pueden viajar a mu-
chas ciudades del país y ofrecer distri-
buir materiales de ayuda espiritual y 
física, a la vez que tienen la oportunidad 
de juntar dinero para sus gastos univer-
sitarios. Esta experiencia les permites a 
los estudiantes un crecimiento en ca-
rácter y un definitivo fortalecimiento de 
su fe cristiana.

Natalia Angulo Montenegro
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There’s nothing like being the new 
freshman on campus. It’s an ex-
citing transition in life! No one 

knows this better than Dr. Ken Shaw, pres-
ident of Southwestern Adventist Univer-
sity. This year, their first year on campus, 
Ken Shaw and his wife, Ann, have grown to 
love Southwestern. Why? The answer boils 
down to one simple word: students.

“Students make up the story of this 
school,” says Shaw. “In many ways, Ann 
and I are freshmen. There’s just been an 
outpouring of love and support from stu-
dents, faculty, and staff. We’ve been so 
blessed.”

The Shaws have taken deliberate steps 
to make students feel welcome, and in re-
turn they too are loved and welcomed on 
campus. They are involved in events, address students by name, 
and openly care for Southwestern. There’s no doubt that the 
Shaws are definitely a part of the Southwestern family. 

On November 7, Shaw’s official inauguration as president of 
Southwestern took place. University leaders from all over the 
North American Division of Seventh-day Adventists shared in-
sight on leadership and prayed with and for the Shaw family. The 
momentous occasion for Southwestern was solemn and inspiring, 
but that did not stop Shaw from taking a “selfie” on stage dur-
ing his speech.  Students laughed, realizing that the new president 
would be more than a leader, he would be a mentor and friend. 

“In life, you shouldn’t take yourself too seriously,” says Shaw.
The Presidential Inauguration took place several months into 

the school year, but true campus initiation took place on the first 
day of school. 

It was a typical late-summer evening in Texas, and Southwest-
ern’s annual handshake was in full swing. A warm glow covered 
the hot sidewalk as Dr. and Mrs. Shaw made their way to the cam-
pus center. Carnival-style games, great food, live music, and a pho-
to booth created an atmosphere of excitement for the upcoming 
semester. One of the more popular games at handshake was the 
dunking booth, and Ken Shaw had agreed to participate. 

“I think the dunking tank was my real initiation on campus,” 

said Shaw. “When asked to be in the booth, 
it gave me a little pause. I told myself, ‘It’s 
going to be a hot day, so this is a positive 
thing!’ When the day came, I saw the line 
of students with such passion to knock me 
off the seat! Again, in life, you shouldn’t take 
yourself too seriously.”

Food is one of the ways that Dr. and 
Mrs. Shaw show love and express gratitude 
to students.  At Friday Night Vespers they 
like to bring homemade loaves of bread to 
give away. The bread became so popular 
that Mrs. Shaw got a group together to 
teach bread making. Also, after the first as-
sembly of the school year, Mrs. Shaw made 
hundreds of cookies to give away to those 
in attendance. 

“Ann’s enjoyed being a part of Women at 
the Well (a weekly luncheon and small group) providing food, and 
helping,” says Ken Shaw. “She’s such a delight. I got lucky when I 
married her.”

“I first met Dr. Shaw at a campus recital,” shares Melissa DePai-
va, senior nursing major. “He said he recognized me from a pro-
motional video for Southwestern and wanted to know more about 
how I got here. We set up a time and I went to his office to share 
my story. It was a surprise to me that the new president would 
be so interested in getting to know the students at his new uni-
versity! That same weekend, he and Mrs. Shaw brought me a tiny 
but delicious homemade loaf of bread after vespers. (Mrs. Shaw, if 
you read this, I wouldn’t complain if you baked another one!) I can 
truly say the Shaws are THE BEST!”

At the start of the year, the Shaws invited students over to swim 
and snack on brownies. They also played mini golf with a group of 
students, and often attend SA events. It’s all about getting to know 
students personally.

One student, Alexander Cortes, recalls an “awesome experience” 
with Dr. Shaw that took place on an alumni trip to California. He 
was invited to attend the Loma Linda area Alumni and Friends Re-
union as an opportunity for the alumni to meet a current student. 
While there, the Shaws invited Cortes to go to the Loma Linda 
church with them.

Makala coleman, 2015 Southwestern graduate

Cortes posted this picture on social media with the 
caption, “What university president takes time to hike 
with a SWAU student? This one. He is so cool. Love it!”

New President, 
New Friend
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“It was amazing worshiping right next to my university presi-
dent,” says Cortes. “It was an incredible moment. All prestige set 
aside, I saw him as a fellow believer in Je-
sus, humble and so passionate about wor-
shiping with me.”

After church, Cortes and the Shaws 
shared a lunch then went back to their ho-
tel rooms. Cortes would help with events 
later that day, but in the afternoon he had 
a free schedule. Just a few hours later Cor-
tes received a text from Dr. Shaw that said, 
“It feels great outdoors. How about a hike?” 
So after a few minutes the two met down-
stairs and headed out to the local park. 
They talked about many things: family, 
church, education, goals, wishes, and God. 
Later that evening they ate together again 
and continued the conversation.

“I will never forget our talks together 
and how our relationship grew within that 
weekend,” says Cortes. “To me, Dr. Shaw is 
more than an administrator, or a universi-
ty president. He is truly a spiritual mentor 
and lifelong friend.”

It’s not everyday that Dr. Shaw has time 
to enjoy a hike, just talking and relax-
ing, but he does take time to get to know 
students by participating in and attend-
ing campus events. He especially enjoys 
spending time in worship, such as at Friday 
Night Worship.

“I really enjoy vespers,” says Shaw. “Peo-
ple sometimes thank me for coming to 
vespers. I say, ‘Why are you thanking me? 
Thank YOU.’ It’s a blessing seeing students’ 
passion for sharing Christ.”

The Shaws really do enjoy all aspects of 
student life. They are both musicians, and 
they love to watch and play music with 
students. 

“Concerts, student recitals, vespers – the 
talent here is so neat to see,” says Shaw. Dr. 
Shaw plays the euphonium and piano. He 
enjoys playing piano duets with his wife, 
Ann, who also plays the marimba and harp.

“They have a marimba at their house,” 
says Ann Sauder, senior music major. 
“How awesome is that?”

Dr. Shaw can often be found watching 
and participating in sporting events too. 
When Southwestern hosted its own version of the “Olympics” 
Dr. Shaw was eager to play in ultimate Frisbee, as well as in other 
events, if a team invited him. Sports are more than fun and games 
for Shaw, he enjoys watching the Southwestern Knights play with 
camaraderie and a Christ-like spirit.

“I’ve been to several sporting events,” says Shaw. “Not all, but ev-
ery time I go, I notice that the team spirit is just amazing. It’s great 

to see the teams working together with 
such discipline. They pray before and after 
games. I think that even with sports you 
can witness to other people, and showcase 
Christ.”

“I had the opportunity to kidnap the 
president,” laughs SA president Austen 
Powell. “At the beginning of the year, 
Southwestern had an SA event called Cam-
pus-wide Clue. The president agreed to be 
kidnapped for our event. I took him in my 
car, and we drove away really fast. It was 
crazy! As we were driving he just laughed 
and said, ‘that was the most fun I’ve had in 
a long time.’ It was just an adrenaline rush. 
I found out later he had an early morning 
flight the next day and it was a late night. 
He didn’t have to participate. Yet, he took 
the time to be involved. That’s something 
you don’t see every day.”

Shaw truly believes that the reason 
Southwestern exists is for the students. He 
wants to do everything he can to empower 
students and the faculty that work with 
students. 

“At my core I hold great value for stu-
dents,” says Shaw. “I believe the faculty 
and staff here are similar in that way. They 
have dedicated their lives to Christian edu-
cation. They want to equip students to be 
successful for a job, but also spiritually. Ann 
and I embody that. We love our students.”

 That commitment to students is more 
than just on a personal level, but also on an 
institutional level.  One of the first com-
mitments Dr. Shaw made was to create a 
five-year strategic plan. The goal of the 
plan is to closely tie Southwestern’s strate-
gic plan with the new tagline: Knowledge, 
Faith, Service. At its core, Southwestern is 
about building knowledge, increasing op-
portunities for growth in faith, and both 
providing and teaching service. 

“When you become a Christian, you 
must think about what Christ did for you,” 
says Shaw. “Christ came down to serve us. 
So when taking on the role of a Christian, 
you must serve. I try to represent Christ as 

best as I can; to represent Him in a positive way through service. 
Working in education, I am constantly thinking about what I can 
do for students, and how to equip faculty. It’s right there as a part 
of our tagline: knowledge, faith, service.”

New Southwestern Adventist University president, 
Ken Shaw, takes a “selfie” during his inauguration.

Dr. and Mrs. Shaw lend a hand at Christmas time 
with the monthly Keene food bank. They often 
participate with community service projects. (See 
also, Pass It On article on page 6.)

Dr. Shaw shares high fives with the students at the 
traditional “handshake” event at the beginning of 
the year.
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In the summer of 2014, Southwestern Adventist Uni-
versity welcomed a new president. Even before his 
inauguration, President Ken Shaw issued a charge to 

the university community to examine the institution’s 
mission, vision, values, and tagline and chart a five-year 
trajectory for the university.

An 18-member strategic planning committee as well as 
faculty, staff, various university constituencies, and the 
university’s Board of Trustees provided valuable contribu-
tions to the five-year strategic plan. 

Guided by the mission, vision, and value statements, South-
western Adventist University will embark on three major ini-
tiatives. Within these three major initiatives are eight strategic 
goals, 40 supporting recommendations, 117 critical objectives, 
and 398 action items.

Strategic Goal 1:  Build Knowledge
Build knowledge by investing in quality faculty who create 

and maintain strong academic programs; recruiting students 
dedicated to learning, intellectual challenge, and leadership; 
maintaining a strong financial base; and enhancing educational 
facilities.

Strategic Goal 2:  Increase Faith
Increase faith by nurturing personal Christian growth, form-

ing ministry partnerships, and fostering local and global mis-
sion participation.

Isai Ramirez, junior biology major, helps in the clinic on the annual Dominican 
Republic mission trip. 

Southwestern Adventist University:
Knowledge, Faith, 

Service

Mission
Southwestern Adventist University commits to 
educating a diverse student body in a Christ-centered 
environment shaped by Seventh-day Adventist 
Christian beliefs for service and leadership.

Vision
Believing in the transformative power of the 
gospel and affirming the importance of the life of the 
mind, Southwestern Adventist University seeks to 
promote inquiry through faith, to balance tradition 
with innovation, and to become a force for positive and 
significant change in global society.

Values
• Christ as our central focus.
• Education that promotes achievement and enriches life.
• Interaction that affirms faith, integrity, and humanity.
• Responsibility for ourselves, our neighbors, and our world. 
• Service as a ministry for Christ.
• Integration of Seventh-day Adventist beliefs and practices 

into daily life.

Tagline
Knowledge, Faith, Service
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Strategic Goal 3:  Provide 
Service

Provide service to the university and com-
munity through employee and student engage-
ment.

In May 2015, the Southwestern Adventist 
University Board of Trustees approved the es-
sential elements of the 2015-2020 strategic plan. 

The new tagline and accompanying mission, 
vision, value statements, and strategic plan em-
body the spirit of Southwestern. These are also 
a road-map of priorities for Southwestern’s fu-
ture, guiding the faculty and staff, engaging the 
student body, and educating prospective stu-
dents on who and what Southwestern is. More 
than a college degree, or experiencing just an-
other Christian university, a student graduating 
from Southwestern will walk away with a voca-
tion, a true calling, and a network of mentors to 
encourage their journey as positive, contribut-
ing members of society. 

Southwestern is Growing
Community service has been a part of the 

nursing department curriculum for quite some 

Gloria Mapaliey, junior nursing major, assisted at the 
Your Best Pathway to Health free mega health clinic in 
San Antonio

Architectural renderings for the new nursing and 
administration building
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and resources necessary to achieve excellence in health care edu-
cation. In addition, a new administrative suite will combine our 
administrative, business, marketing, alumni, and development of-
fices in one building to provide for greater communication and 
effectiveness in the years ahead. 

Support for Growth

A renewed vision mapped out for Southwestern’s future meant 
a lot of rolling up of sleeves, sharing some big dreams, and much 
strategic thinking. It was a group effort: feedback came from the 
strategic planning committee, the board of trustees, student focus 
groups, and from the Southwestern staff and faculty. It made for 
an especially grateful Southwestern family when all of that hard 
work was met with some significant commitments from alumni 

and friends of 
the university. 

A $500,000 
gift from an 
anonymous 
donor will pro-
vide the Biology 
Department 

with an additional full-time 
faculty member for the next 
four years. The remaining part 
of the gift will support equip-
ment needs in the areas of 
mathematics and science. 

“This gift will enhance our 
academics in a substantial way.  
It was a joy to share this excit-
ing news with our faculty and 
staff,” says Shaw.   “The biol-
ogy faculty are thrilled about 
this new opportunity for their 
department and for their stu-
dents.   We are so thankful for 
friends and alumni that sup-
port our great university!”

A $2 million gift from the 
Adventist Health System has 
provided a tremendous boost 
to Southwestern Adventist 
University by providing an 
endowed chair for the Busi-
ness Department. A $2 mil-
lion matching gift from the 
Southwestern Union and a $1 
million challenge grant from 
the Mabee Foundation have 
provided needed momentum 
in the capital campaign to raise 
$10 million dollars for our new 
Nursing and Administration 

time. Future nurses learn to serve both “on the job” and in their 
communities. In addition to community service hours required 
on each class syllabi, nursing faculty demonstrate the benefits of 
service through several community health fairs, one of which is 
now an annual event connected with the Keene Chamber of Com-
merce business fair. The nursing department has also hosted an 
annual mission trip to the Dominican Republic for 17 years. 

This year, a new opportunity arose when Kerrie Kimbrow, assis-
tant professor and clinical coordinator in Southwestern’s depart-
ment of nursing, was asked to serve as the assistant director of 
nursing for the “Your Best Pathway to Health” event in San Anto-
nio. Kimbrow organized a group of over 70 nursing students and 
faculty members to serve at the event.

“I believe that as nurses it is our privilege to serve others in any 
way we can,” shares Jasiel Ordonez, junior nursing major. “This 
trip was both 
exciting and 
humbling at 
the same time. 
I know that 
the San Anto-
nio community 
was immensely 
blessed physically, mentally, emotionally, and spir-
itually. We provided medical care to thousands of 
people in a little less than three days! It was an ex-
hausting challenge, but God is in control. We were 
blessed to work with so many experienced medical 
volunteers.”

The nursing program is the fastest-growing 
department on campus, growing by 38 percent 
since 2000. The program has long since outgrown 
its current building, spilling out into classrooms 
across campus and creating the need for the new 
Simulation Center, a former doctor’s office leased 
for $1 annually to Southwestern by Texas Health 
Huguley Hospital. But even the Simulation Lab is 
a temporary fix as more space is already needed. 

Southwestern Advance 
Campaign
The Need:

The current nursing building—built five de-
cades ago—cannot accommodate our students, 
which means that classes, simulation and skills 
practice are located in four different buildings on 
campus. Additionally, the nursing department 
sees the need for a facility that could be opened to 
the community in times of natural disaster or dis-
tress, providing a triage center to the community.

The Solution:
A new nursing suite of approximately 24,000 

square feet will provide the space, technology, 
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Building. $2 million is the largest gift Southwestern has received, 
bringing the total to $3.1 million in money raised and $3.2 million 
pledged.

“I deeply appreciate the commitment shown by these gifts,” says 
Shaw. “They will influence the lives of our students for years to 
come, and for that, we are profoundly grateful.” 

Southwestern is also in the process of hiring new positions in 
the departments of kinesiology and psychology, according to vice 
president for academic administration, Amy Rosenthal.  

Southwestern’s annual Homecoming Golf Classic continues 
to break records, raising almost $15,000 in 2013, over $16,500 
in 2014, and over $20,000 in 2015. That’s more than 4 times 

what was raised in 2011! The tournament raises scholarship funds 

for the students who are the first in their family to attend 
college. Here are a few responses from the recipients: 

“This scholarship really, truly means a lot to me because I need 
as much help as I can get. Both of my parents are work-
ing multiple jobs in order to pay my tuition, and I am 
trying my best to help them out in any way I pos-
sibly can.” – Kellie Lynn Murphy, freshman biology 
major and future veterinarian

“It has been a struggle to finance my tuition, but God has constantly 
provided support throughout my journey at Southwestern. You have 
been a part of God’s plan as a blessing and I am so thankful for your 
support! Because of sponsors like you, students are able to overcome fi-
nancial struggles and feel that they are making a difference in a world 
where it is greatly needed. I plan to use my degree to help students find 
direction and support when needed, the kind of support I desired to 
have as a young student.” - Dorrianne Randolph, sophomore psychol-
ogy major and future school guidance counselor

“Thank you for the scholarship. Your generous and unselfish sup-
port for students is a true representation of Christ’s character. You’re 
helping students reach the goals God set for them. My parents wanted 
more education for me than what they were able to receive. I’m here on 
faith and hard work, knowing God will provide. This scholarship is a 
clear indication of that!” - Axel Hanson, freshman 
theology major and future evangelist 

President Ken Shaw signs the document accepting the AHS donation during the 
Southwestern Adventist University Board of Trustees meeting. Pictured left to right: 
Jeff Bromme, Adventist Health System Senior Vice President, Chief Legal Officer, and 
member of Southwestern’s Board of Trustees, Larry Moore, Board of Trustees chairman, 
and Max Trevino, Board of Trustees member emeritus

Homecoming Golf 
Classic Raises Funds 
for Scholarships

Axel Hanson, freshman 
theology major

Dorrianne Randolph, sophomore 
psychology majorKellie Lynn Murphy, freshman biology major

The Retreat in Cleburne offers an unbelievably picturesque backdrop for 
golfing and raising scholarship funds.
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Southwestern Dinosaur 
Project Featured in 

Documentary

The Nanotyrannus is a controversial breed of dinosaur. 
Only five, possibly six, have been discovered; Southwest-
ern Adventist University’s dinosaur project discovered 

Nanotyrannus #3 in 2001. Yes, you read that right – only the third 
ever discovered! When a well-known history channel (to be an-
nounced!) decided to make a documentary about the Nanotyran-
nus, Southwestern enthusiastically accepted an offer to be in-
volved.

The controversy surrounding the Nanotyrannus stems from 
some scientists wanting to classify it as an adolescent Tyrannosau-
rus rex. The documentary seeks to settle the question. A film crew 
was sent to Southwestern from England, spending two days on 
campus with Peter Larson from the Black Hills Institute of Geo-
logical Research in Hill City, South Dakota.

“The visiting videographers were just fabulous,” said Art Chad-
wick, Southwestern research biology professor and co-director of 
Southwestern’s dinosaur project. “Peter Larson had never been 
here before, so every time there 
was a break in filming we would 
turn our attention to the collec-
tion.”

Larson brought a cast of the 
Nanotyrannus dinosaur named 
Jane that had been classified as 
a t-rex. Comparing it to South-
western’s Nanotyrannus skull, 
they found that the two were al-
most identical.

“For the documentary, Lar-
son went over all the reasons 
it couldn’t be a t-rex,” says TJ 
Sands, junior theology major and 
assistant to Chadwick. “There 
are more than 50 differences be-
tween the Nanotyrannus and t-

rex skulls. It’s silly to think that this is a t-rex. It’s illogical.”
During the filming process, the scientists studied a cut section 

of one of the Nano bones that was then ground so thin that they 
could pass light through it. They found what could be solid evi-
dence that the bones are, in fact, a Nanotyrannus: they found what 
might be medullary bone. Similar to birds, adult female dinosaurs 
produced medullary bone to draw calcium and create eggs during 
ovulation.

“If the dinosaur was in ovulation, then there is no way it could 
be an adolescent,” said Sands. “The argument would be moot.”

The Nanotyrannus documentary is set to premier in June. When 
the editing process is complete, more specific information will be 
made available. 

The opportunity to be in this documentary is another exciting 
chapter in the history of Southwestern’s dinosaur project, a proj-
ect that represents significant hard work and dedication. For 18 
years, Chadwick and his colleagues have been working in collabo-

ration with the Earth History 
Research Center and the Hanson 
Research Station, conducting an 
on-going dinosaur excavation 
and taphonomic research project 
in the Lance Formation of east-
ern Wyoming.

People come from around 
the world each summer to work 
at the excavation site, to do re-
search or gain class credit. Facul-
ty and students from Loma Linda 
University and Southern Adven-
tist University have contributed 
to the excavation process and 
helped with research at both the 
dig and at Southwestern’s dino-
saur museum and lab. 

One unique aspect of the di-
nosaur project at Southwestern 
is its database.

Southwestern has the only 
dinosaur bone collection in the 
world with complete 3D images 
of every specimen. Students are 

By Makala coleman, 2015 Southwestern graduate

Dr. Chadwick stands next to one of 
their new discoveries, a triceratops 
skull nicknamed Caleb, that was 
brought home summer 2014. There are 
over 17,000 bones in Southwestern’s 
collection. 
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involved with the whole 
process, everything from 
finding the bone, to 
cleaning, and taking the 
3D pictures.

Each bone has a num-
ber tag that links it to the database with information on every-
thing known about the bone; its characteristics, if the bones was 
broken while the dinosaur was still living, scratches and teeth 
marks from fights, and more.

The link also includes the name of the persons who found, 
cleaned, and identified the bone. Those three names are attached 
to the bone. If a person attended the dinosaur dig, they could 
search their name and anything they worked on would pop up in 
the search. A person can also browse by the type of bone or type of 
dinosaur. You could even search for a specific tooth! 

“It’s quite an extensive web-
site,” says Sands, “and the fact 
that we include pictures of ev-
ery bone makes it even better.”

Another chapter for South-
western’s dinosaur project is 
currently unfolding. The for-
mer student center, located in 
Scales Hall, is in the process of 
being renovated into a brand 
new dinosaur bone museum. 
“Everyone is interested in dino-
saurs,” says Chadwick. “We have 
hundreds of kids every year that 
come to see the bones at South-
western’s museum.”

Sands’ job is to help prepare 
the dinosaur bones for being 

moved into the new museum that will open up next year on cam-
pus. In the past he has been involved in nearly every aspect of the 
dinosaur project.

As a theology major, it is an irreplaceable opportunity for him.
“In my field, questions regarding dinosaurs, creation, and evolu-

tion are inevitable,” says Sands. “I’ve learned more about dinosaurs 
than I ever thought I would, just being there and soaking up all 
the wisdom and knowledge. It started as a job, but became much 
more than that.”

Sands is far from the only student involved with the dinosaur 
project. Many students have attended 
the summer digs in Wyoming over 
the years, and worked for Chadwick 
in the lab. A Southwestern alumn, 
Justin Woods, has worked with Chad-
wick for 15 years, attending the dig in 
Wyoming every summer, even as his 
career blossomed in other directions. 
He started out as a student with tech-
nical skills in website design and vid-
eography. The partnership continued 
as Woods helped design the website, 
the technology involved with filming 
each individual fossil, and the tech-
nology necessary to do both tapho-
nomic and geological research at the 
dig site. Videos describing the process 

and experience can be found at youtube.com/swaudinodig. 
The technology has come a long way since Woods first got in-

volved. Now, there are new high-tech bone-cleaning tables, en-
abling more and more students to be involved. The use of high 
precision GPS equipment helps measure and record the location 
of each bone, and software makes it possible to analyze and pro-
duce an integrated picture of each quarry. That means the website 
not only has each bone cataloged and available for 3D viewing, but 
it also provides a map of each quarry and the location of each bone 
to the researcher and the curious alike. 

“It’s a rich experience,” says 
Chadwick. “Every participant 
that’s attended has wanted to 
come back again. You can be 
out in nature, and awakened by 
meadowlarks. It’s just a beauti-
ful spot. Beyond learning some 
important stuff, it’s also a spiri-
tual experience: you work with 
dinosaur bones, and with some 
incredible people. We worship 
together. I recommend it for 
anyone!”

Both the museum and the dig 
site are open to the public. Visit 
swau.edu/dinosaur for more in-
formation or to schedule a visit. 

A Life-changing Experience
 “The 15 years I have been involved with the project started 

during my college experience and launched me into my ca-
reer. The numerous opportunities given me by Dr. Chadwick 
include creating an online catalog of our dinosaur fossils with 
capabilities unmatched by any other in the world, presenting 
our techniques at multiple scientific conferences, traveling 
to an archaeological dig in the middle east to instruct a sister 
institution on the use of our technology, speaking at denomi-
national conferences around the world, and the privilege of 
working every June with a very special group of people. He 
gave me the chance to make a difference, but the difference 
that this project has made in my life has been incalculable.”

Justin Woods ’03, computer science major, 
manager of web services at Hope Channel

Dr. and Mrs. Chadwick 
and TJ Sands meet with the 
film crew. (See page 5 for TJ’s 
story.)

The film crew sets up for 2 
days of filming.

G

E



Southwestern Union Record16

Southwestern’s New 

The new Fire Science program took off faster than a fire-
storm. The first semester class was at capacity, with addi-
tional applicants starting general classes and applying for 

the next semester. Fall 2015 is gearing up to be the same.  
In addition to class time, the faculty have made sure there are 

ample opportunities for the students to understand the respon-
sibilities and service opportunities a career in fire science offers. 

“We keep them, and consequently ourselves, very active. It’s a 
part of their internship to volunteer, so each student is actively in-
volved in one of three local fire stations,” explains program direc-
tor and 15-year fire service veteran Chad Hutchinson. “This fall we 
did a September 11 memorial stair climb, climbing the equivalent 
of the tower stairs with some of us in full gear. It was intense but it 
really brought home the sense of responsibility this field requires.”

The service aspect is a perfect fit for freshman Daniel Azevedo. 
Growing up with a pastor dad and a nurse mom in South America, 
Daniel knew he wanted to make a career out of service but he was 
sure an office setting wasn’t for him. Voted class captain sec-
ond semester, Daniel has learned more than he expected in 
his first year. 

“I’ve learned a lot about being a leader,” Daniel shares. 
“We’ve had some interesting moments. A few in our class 
were afraid of heights and it took the team to build some 
trust with each other to help them get through that. We ride 
out with different fire 
departments, so to stay 
connected, I lead out 
in worship every Fri-
day morning. It helps 
us stay connected to 
better support each 
other.”

Another student, 
Alex, heard about the 
program on 88.3 The 
Journey, Southwest-
ern’s radio station. 
Alex planned to attend 
another local college 
but when he heard 
about the program be-
ing offered at a Chris-
tian university, he was 
sure that would be the 
best fit for him and for 
his young family. 

The Fire Science 

program has quite the community of supporters. “I’m really ex-
cited that Southwestern is doing this,” Keene fire chief Matt Gillin 
said. “I think that’s the way this business is going. I think it’s great 
that Keene will be turning out new firefighters.”

Some of those supporters came out to the burn tower in Cle-
burne this Fall as Dr. Shaw, Southwestern president, rappelled off 
the 4-story burn tower with several of the students. “I feel hon-
ored to be a part of the first class. It’s even more fun to have this 
opportunity to rappel with the president,” says Tony Rodriguez, 
first semester captain of the first Fire Science class. “This isn’t an 
every day routine. My classmates and I are excited about this pro-
gram and proud to have the chance to promote it with Dr. Shaw.”

Rodriguez isn’t the only one busting the buttons off his uniform. 
Training Division instructor Brent Batla, chief of Joshua Fire De-
partment Wayne Baker, medical director for Johnson County, Dr. 
Michelle Beeson, and PHI flight medic Ian Curnow were all a part 
of making the program happen and are all alumni of Southwestern. 

What’s better than rappelling out of a 4-story 
burn tower? Convincing the university president to 
do it with you!

First Fire Science class poses with program director Chad Hutchinson.

Fire Science Program 

Alumni and program leaders in attendance for the inaugural rappelling off the 
burn tower this fall. Back row, left to right: Chad Hutchinson, Ken Shaw, Ian Curnow, 
Vesa Naukkarinen, and Mick Moffitt. Front row, from left: Wayne Baker, third from 
right, and Dr. Michelle Beeson, far right.
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Changes Around Campus
There are other exciting changes on campus! A new pathway 

winds around the duck pond in the Callicott Student Park. 
And right next to the new path, winding it’s way through the 

fields and forest, is a brand new disc golf course. The new course, 
the grand opening tournament occurring during Homecoming 
weekend, is the result of the hard work of a group of Southwestern 
alumni and friends. Jarrett Morgan ’06, Jeremy Short ’05, and Taylor 
Cole, along with some additional alumni, friends, and Southwestern 
staff, worked hard to pull the course design and funding together.

When she’s not baking bread, teach-
ing some life-skills to residence hall stu-
dents, or hosting students and staff at her 
home, Ann Shaw has spent some signifi-
cant time improving some of the com-
mon areas of the campus. The lobby of 
Findley Administration is almost unrec-
ognizable, as the walls are now covered 
with new paint and canvases filled with 
laughing student faces. Offices in the ad-
ministration building are updated with 
cheerful colors and décor. The residence 
halls have new paintings hung on the 
walls, many of which are painted by Mrs. 
Shaw! The Mabee Center also has new 
artwork, including some beautiful hand-
drawn promotion posters created by 
Southwestern’s talented graphic de-
signer, David Pollock.

New art now covers the wall of Dilts 
Chapel in Harmon Hall. Some of the 
artwork is Mrs. Shaw’s while others are 
created by students. As you walk into 
the Chapel, home to co-ed evening 
worships, special events, small group 
worships, and even a wedding or two, 
you’ll notice the beautiful painting 
that anchors the stage. A scene of Jesus 
and the woman at the well is painted in 
vivid colors. The style of the painting came 
about when the student artist, ESL stu-
dent Paloma Rodriguez, came up with the 
beautiful and unique design for this year’s 
Mugshot book. When Mrs. Shaw saw the 
digital artwork, she asked Paloma if she 
would be willing to put her unique style 
on canvas. Paloma also created a piece fea-
turing Miller Hall in the same style, which 
now hangs in the lobby of Miller Hall.

Some of these changes are a perfect il-
lustration for how alumni and friends of 
the University can get involved. Morgan 

was looking for a way to get involved with his alma mater. Now 
that he has brought his dream for a disc golf course to fruition, he 
plans to help Southwestern run disc golf clubs and maybe even a 
disc golf class.

“Disc golf was first introduced to me by a fellow alumnus, Eric 
Crews, 10 years ago,” explains Morgan. “As a college student the idea 
of playing golf for free was awesome! I quickly fell in love with one 
of the fastest growing sports in the U.S. and kept sharing the game. 
So now I want to pay it forward to current and future students who 

can enjoy the beauty and fun of a disc golf 
course on the hills of Callicott Student 
Park. I look forward to seeing students en-
gaging in intramurals, tournaments, and 
classes at our new course. It was a perfect 
way to give back to my university and ben-
efit future students.”

Mrs. Shaw teaching students how to bake bread 
and other goodies. 

The newly renovated Dilts Chapel. 
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Second from top:

Dr. Michael England, Southwestern 
education professor, and Mrs. England try out the 
new course. 

Sean Amos, Southwestern’s director 
of Campus Services, student (and disc golf 
player) Chris Rosado, and community friend and 

Level13Apparel owner, Michael Mathews, put 
in the teepads. It was truly a group effort! 

Students enjoying the new trail 
around the Duck Pond.

Paloma Rodriguez poses with one of her 
vivid paintings. 

Third from top:

Bottom left:

Bottom right:
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Arkansas-Louisiana News

BatoN RoUgE, La. » What 
transpires when you have one 
church located in two commu-
nities and, especially, when the 
location of one of the communi-
ties is behind the gates of a state 
penitentiary? The answer: Chris-
tian love and appreciation.

The Baton Rouge Seventh-day 
Adventist Church is the mother 
church of the Seventh-day An-
nexation on the grounds of Lou-
isiana State Penitentiary located 
in Angola, La. This annexation 
falls under the pastoral leader-
ship of Mike Martinez, pastor of 
the Baton Rouge church. How-
ever, because of its unique po-
sitioning, inmate leaders have 
been evaluated, elected, and in-
stalled to work with the Baton 
Rouge church’s prison ministries 
team to insure the vitality of the 
ministry. These inmate leaders 
are Demetrius Bradley, John Mu-
lins, and Ezekiel McGinnis.

Early in 2014, Mullins 
and McGinnis approached 
the prison ministry team 
about planning an “Elder 
Appreciation Service” for 
Bradley, who had been 
appointed as annexation 
leader in August 2012. In 
the beginning, church 
membership totaled five 
inmates, however, with 
their leadership, prayers, 
and love of God’s Word, 
the LSP Annexation began 
to experience a growth in 
numbers, spiritual matu-
rity, and doctrine. Today, 
the annexation numbers 
have blossomed to more 

When Dr. William Richard-
son retired in 2006 after a dis-

tinguished career as a university 
religion professor, I read a tribute 

that had been written about him and the 
three words that were used to describe him 
were passionate, dedicated, and caring. 
I first met Dr. Richardson some 36 years 
earlier, when as a junior college student 
I walked into his Greek class at 7:00 a.m. 
That would be the routine every morn-
ing—Monday through Friday—for the 
next two years for Greek I and then Greek 
II. I also sat in several other classes of his 
over that two-year period of time when I 
was a student at Southwestern Union Col-
lege (now Southwestern Adventist Univer-
sity) and can attest that Elder Richardson, 
as we called him then, was truly passionate 
about everything he taught. He was also 
dedicated to his students, providing every 

support possible to ensure they were suc-
cessful in their academic studies. 

At the close of my junior year, Elder 
Richardson invited me to be his reader for 
the next school year, an offer, which I ac-
cepted. I got to know him very well over 
the course of that senior year as I sat in 
his office and graded Greek papers. While 
passionate about everything he did, he was 
at the same time a very caring man with a 
very compassionate heart. I still recall the 
last time I stood in the doorway of his of-
fice a few hours following my graduation. 
Elder Richardson had already left campus, 
but I needed to leave my key to his office 
door on his desk. Before shutting the door 
behind me, I gazed all around that room 
and recounted numerous conversations 
that we had about Greek, theology, minis-
try, the church, and life in general. 

I had been greatly blessed to have Elder 

Richardson, not only as a religion profes-
sor, but also as a mentor, a coach, and a 
friend. Two years after my graduation 
from Southwestern, Micki, my girlfriend 
at the time and now my wife, and I con-
tacted Elder Richardson and asked him if 
he would perform our wedding, which he 
did. Micki had worked for Mrs. Richardson 
in the college library and had babysat their 
son, Steven, so she was also very well ac-
quainted with Elder Richardson and held 
him in high esteem.

Micki and I are both grateful for pas-
sionate, dedicated, and caring college 
professors who made an impact and a dif-
ference in our lives at Southwestern Ad-
ventist University.

Stephen Orian, president

Passionate, Dedicated, and Caring

One Church, Two Communities

From left: Veronica Henry, Elder 
Larry Henry, Diane Knight, Mike 
Martinez (pastor), Joe Greud, 
and Louisiana State Penitentiary 
elder Demetrius Bradley.
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than 30 souls following the teachings of 
Jesus Christ.

Bradley made it his desire to witness to 
those incarcerated men who “hung out on 
the edge” and those who held no desire 
other than to violate the laws of God and 
the institution. He witnessed and showed 
love to those who were considered “hope-
less.” Several inmates stated that joining 
the LSP Annexation was the first time they 
hade ever joined a church in prison and 
that Bradley did nothing but show them 
love and compassion. Whether a church 
member needed financial assistance in 
purchasing a necessary item, was sick, or 
absent from Sabbath worship service, he 
could be relied upon for support—mon-
etarily or through visiting the inmate to let 
him know he was cared about and missed. 
For these reasons, Mullins and McGinnis 
sought to honor Bradley.

“Let the elders who rule well be counted 
worthy of double honor, especially those 
who labor in the Word and doctrine” (1 
Timothy 5:17).

It was a very daunting task for the an-

nexation deacons to prepare an “Appre-
ciation Service” for Bradley without his 
knowledge. The church members pooled 
their resources to purchase and prepare ev-
erything necessary to make the day special. 
When asked by the Baton Rouge church’s 
prison ministries team what they could do 
to assist, the reply of these LSP “Men of 
Valor” was to simply “be on time.”

On August 9, 2014, the prison minis-
tries team, Mike Martinez, Larry Henry, 
Veronica Henry, Diane Knight, Chris Bar-
tholomew, and Joe Greud, arrived at the 
gates of the Louisiana State Penitentiary, 
anxiously awaiting the start of another 
Sabbath worship service, as well as the 
start of the surprise “Elder Appreciation 
Service.” Accompanying them were two 
guests, Bobie Martinez and Juan Borges, 
executive secretary of the Arkansas-Louisi-
ana Conference.

Not realizing that this Sabbath was also 
an “Elder Appreciation Service” for him, 
Bradley was stunned, speechless, and filled 
with tears of joy. To add to the festivities of 
the day, the deacons also surprised mem-

bers of the prison ministries team with 
plaques to honor their love, dedication, 
and support. Not only was this action a to-
tal surprise, but the thoughts, efforts, and 
kind words meant so much to each team 
member. 

Martinez delivered an inspiring sermon 
and there were several personal testimo-
nies from church members. There was also 
both vocal and instrumental praise music 
by inmate musicians. At the end of the 
worship service, another individual came 
forward and accepted Jesus Christ as his 
Lord and Savior. The service concluded 
with lunch and fellowship.

The Baton Rouge Seventh-day Adventist 
Church acknowledges Warden Burl Cain 
for allowing it to partner with the Louisi-
ana State Penitentiary and annex a church 
on its premises for the purpose of assisting 
with the spiritual growth and rehabilita-
tion of its inmate community. 

Demetrius Bradley and John Mullins

Annexation church members and prison 
ministry team. 
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FoRt Smith, aRk. » The Fort 
Smith church had the privilege 
of having a baby dedication on 
February 21, 2015. The baby’s 
parents, Sunset and Landon, 
and his grandparents, joined 
11-day-old Lucas, as Burnham 
Rand, pastor, conducted the 
dedication. It is awesome to 
witness parents and grandpar-
ents who commit to train their 
children to follow Christ. The 
Fort Smith church is blessed to 
have little ones and their fami-
lies in the congregation. We 
look forward to nurturing these 
children and helping them learn 
to love and serve Jesus. Our 
Cradle Roll/Kindergarten class 
is an awesome hands-on class 
that changes themes each quar-
ter. The class is taught by a team 
of enthusiastic and dedicated 
teachers who have much love 
to share with little people and 
their parents.

Lea Treshnell

mEtaiRiE, La. » After more than two 
decades of being absent, the Metairie 
Spanish church proudly celebrated its 
first Adventurer Club Induction cer-
emony.  

A very hard-working and Jesus-loving 
team has organized the Little Lambs, 
Eager Beavers, and Adventurer Metairie 
Cubs. For nine months the leadership 
staff worked to establish a well-orga-
nized club for the church’s children and 
community. At the Induction ceremony, 
all the staff members were initiated 
along with 18 children in a very memo-
rable and beautiful ceremony.  

To God be the glory as they diligently 

work toward helping 
the parents guide 
their children 
toward a Christ-
centered life! 

“Teach a 
youth about the 
way he should 
go; even when 
he is old he will 
not depart from it” 
(Proverbs 22:6, HCSB).

Zaira Lopez

Fort Smith Conducts Baby Dedication

Metairie Hispanic Church Inducts 
Adventurer Club

Fort Smith welcomes baby Lucas with parents, Sunset and Landon.



www.swurecord.org  |   J U N E  2 0 1 5 21

Oklahoma News
O

klah
o

m
a C

o
n

feren
ce

Southwestern Ad-
ventist University is our 

school. Of course, I attend-
ed Southwestern Adventist 

College, and many of my fellow 
alums attended Keene Industrial In-

stitute, Southwestern Junior College, and 
Southwestern Union College. But whatev-
er the name, we knew then and know to-
day that Southwestern stands for Christian 
education and Christian fellowship. 

From the time I can remember, I knew 
that I would attend a Seventh-day Adven-
tist college. I didn’t know that it would 
be Southwestern, since I lived in another 
part of the country. But when our family 
moved to Oklahoma in 1975, Southwestern 
became my school. As an academy student, 
I enjoyed music festivals and college days 
at Southwestern. The eight-hour bus trip 
from Ozark Academy to Southwestern was 
always filled with anticipation and excited 
conversations about what might happen 

during our visit. My 16-year-old self ob-
served grownup college students with awe 
and rejoiced when they accepted me onto 
their campus. 

And then came the wonderful day when 
I enrolled as a college freshman. My life 
was complete – what more could I ever 
ask for? My classes included Accounting 
Principles I with Arthur White, Christian 
Beliefs with Harold Burr, and Freshman 
Composition with Andrew Woolley. Not 
only did I learn rules for adjusting entries 
and composition writing, I also learned 
the joys and rewards of living a Christian 
life as I interacted daily with my wonderful 
Christian teachers, deans, and work super-
visors. Their influence on my life can never 
be fully measured on this earth.

My years at Southwestern also built 
and strengthened my friendships with my 
classmates. College really is the time in life 
when we make our friends for life and I 
cherish the friends with whom I shared my 

college experiences. I am so very blessed to 
have spent those precious years surround-
ed by Christian young people whose values 
and standards meshed with mine.

Then, in 2008, I received the most unex-
pected invitation. I returned to our school 
as a professor exactly 30 years after I began 
my college career. What a joy to be back 
on campus! What a privilege to give back 
a little of what had been given me at that 
special school! 

Seventh-day Adventist education 
molded my life in ways that I continue to 
uncover daily. Living day in and day out 
with professors, staff members and fellow 
students who were committed Christians 
made a profound impact on my life. I can 
only hope and pray that my daily life will 
encourage others to attend Seventh-day 
Adventist schools and live their lives in 
service to our Lord and Savior.

Karen Senecal

ViNita » There have been a few cold 
months for the beginning of 2015. The 
community service department of the Vi-
nita Seventh-day Adventist 
Church partnered with the 
FNB (First National Bank) of 
Vinita on the Winter-Needs 
Project. Early in the season, 
our Adventist Community 
Services leader, Judy Harbour, 
and assistant, Patricia John-
son, promoted the project, 
accepting donations from 
church members. Donations 
included many hand-made 
quilts by Doris Hallett, coats, 
hats, gloves, footie socks, and 
scarves—all winter items that 
the bank’s needed items list 
solicited from the commu-
nity at large. Harbour and 

Johnson dropped the items off at the bank 
on February 24. The needs were many as 
we learned afterward; 12 families came in 

needing winter items and apparel. It’s not 
surprising that God’s timing, on even the 
littlest things, is perfect. 

The Vinita church would 
also like to acknowledge 
Harbour’s generosity in do-
nating new offering plates 
for the church on behalf of 
her late husband, Donald 
Harbour, who had recently 
joined our church. Thank 
you for your continued ser-
vice to our church and com-
munity. 

Southwestern – Our School

Vinita Church’s Winter-Needs Project 
Helps Community

Pictured with Winter-Needs Project 
donations are Judy Harbour, Vinita 
church’s Adventist Community 
Services leader, and Patricia 
Johnson, assistant. 
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EdmoNd » Work is nearing completion 
on a major milestone in the history of the 
Seventh-day Adventist church in Edmond: 
a new worship center that will permit the 
growing church membership to move 
out of the current cramped quarters and 

expand and add to all the church’s many 
ministries. 

Planning for a new church began de-
cades ago with the search for a new loca-
tion. That search ended in 2004 with the 
purchase of a beautiful, heavily-wooded 
9-acre plot of land beside Interstate 35 in 
northeast Edmond. The church celebrated 
in 2008 when the mortgage on the land 
was paid off. A building fund drive was 
launched in 2011, and ground was broken 
in February 2014. 

The new building is roughly three times 

the size of the existing church with initially 
250 chairs in the worship center and space 
to expand to 365 chairs. The fellowship hall 
will seat 200 at 20 tables. Eight large class-
rooms roughly double the existing Sabbath 
School space. 

“We had no idea how God was going to 
work things out for the building of our new 
house of worship. We just had to take a leap 
of faith and in doing so we set ourselves to 
seek God and His will. Nevertheless, seek-
ing God involves giving of ourselves in 
some level of personal sacrifice. Today we 
can testify that God has been guiding us 
all through this adventure,” said building 
committee chair Eliezer Castañón. 

Weather permitting, construction is 
expected to be complete in June and plan-
ning is currently underway for celebration/
inaugural ceremonies on August 22, fea-
turing a concert of sacred music by world-
renowned violinist Jaime Jorge.

Nowata » Lowell Meister, assistant di-
rector of visual affairs in the Health Min-
istries Department of the General Con-
ference, received a medal of distinction 
on April 14, 2015, from Ted Wilson, Gen-
eral Conference president. Peter Land-

less, Health Ministries director, made the 
presentation.  Meister has represented the 
Association of SDA Optometrists for 10 
years, visiting eye clinics in Africa, Guam, 
and Saipan. He also practiced optometry 
for 54 years in Nowata, Oklahoma. Meister 

says that the award is greatly appreciated 
and accepted on behalf of the thousands 
of volunteers that support and represent 
their home churches.

Building Project Nears Completion 

Lowell Meister Receives Medal of 
Distinction
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Edmond Seventh-day Adventist Church

Renovations continue in the sanctuary of 
the Edmond church
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Southwest Region News

Students from across the Unit-
ed States and the globe are attracted 

to Southwestern Adventist University 
because of what it stands for and what it 
offers. Education holds a strategic position 
in every society because all youth must 
pass through some type of educational ex-
perience in preparation to fill society’s re-
sponsible positions. The future of any soci-
ety will be shaped by its current youth, and 
the direction they will take society will, 
to a large extent, be determined by their 
education. One of the primary functions 
at Southwestern is to provide a protected 
atmosphere for the nurturing of its youth. 
Many have graduated from this institution 

and have come to cherish its worthiness. 
Therefore, it is not surprising that ev-

ery school year Southwestern Adventist 
University has an alumni homecoming 
weekend. Special programs are planned, 
a delicious, mouth-watering, and lip-
smacking banquet is prepared, and the en-
tire campus is spiffed up to welcome back 
those who studied there over the years. It 
is a time for joyful fellowship, as old class-
mates, including some who have not met 
one another for what seems like eons, 
reconnect and converse about what has 
happened in the intervening years. It is a 
time for remembrance, as graduates remi-
nisce and share their cherished memories 

of what happened in the past. It is a time 
for homecoming, as those who spent sev-
eral formative years of their lives on the 
Southwestern campus return to their alma 
mater.

But as enjoyable as these alumni home-
comings are, and as much as the campus 
anticipates them, they pale insignificantly 
compared to another homecoming. That 
is the homecoming of Jesus! Are we pro-
viding all opportunities possible to ensure 
that our children are ready for the ultimate 
homecoming?

S. Ramsarran

aUStiN, tEx. » Annie Mae Williams City 
was born September 4, 1914, as the sixth 
child born to John and Mable Johnson of 
Smithville, Texas. Her fa-
ther moved the family to a 
farm in Bell County after 
the death of her mother, 
and her childhood was 
spent learning much 
about God. In the 1970’s 
she joined the Seventh-
day Adventist Church, 
which taught her the im-
portance of living by the 
word of God.

City lives alone and 
does all of her own cook-
ing and housework. She 
does a lot of the work in 
her large beautiful yard. 
At the age of 93, in order 
to keep busy and her mind 
active, City enrolled in a 
computer class and grad-
uated with several digni-
tary from the City of Aus-
tin, Texas in attendance. 

City studies her Bible 

daily. She attends Sabbath School and 
church service every Sabbath. She loves to 
cook and sew and enjoys cooking for neigh-

bors and community members around her. 
Now at the age of 100, City is often asked 

about her secret to a long life. 
“I’m not sure,” she says. 

“But every day I try to please 
God in everything I do.” 

After becoming Adventist, 
City became vegetarian and 
feels that it has contributed 
to her good health. She eats 
no meat, besides clean fish, 
and plenty of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. She also drinks 
plenty of water on a daily 
basis.

“I am so grateful to God 
for blessing me with this 
wonderful long life,” City 
says. “I never get tired of 
thanking Him.”

Clara M. Patterson

Adventist Education Preps for 
Eternal Homecoming

One Hundred Years and Counting

At age 93 in 2007, Annie Williams 
City stands in her regalia, after 
graduating from computer 
training. 
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BatoN RoUgE, La. » The average Loui-
sianan connoisseur of the culinary arts is 
known for his love of food. Recently, how-
ever, this passion took on a different con-
notation, courtesy of the Southwestern 
Union Conference. We can only surmise 
that the organizers capitalized on our 
physical appetites to stimulate our spiri-
tual appetites thus further motivating us 
in service to our Lord and ultimately 
to our communities. What resulted 
was the “Spice Up Your Ministry” 
training conference for South Loui-
siana churches hosted by the Baton 
Rouge, Berean, and Spanish churches. 
Each church featured a union official 
for Sabbath School and worship ser-
vices, and following lunch, there were 
simultaneous but varied afternoon 
seminars in the three different venues. 

Berean felt blessed to have South-
western Union executive secretary 
Buford Griffith present the wor-
ship service message. He began by 
acknowledging Southwest Region 
Conference president Sam Green’s in-
troduction of him. Griffith’s message 
“Living Among What Used to Be” had 
as its theme text Revelation 2:1-7. His 
reminder of how time brings about 
change evoked humor as he reflected 
on his and his wife’s “trip down memory 
lane” when they perused through past 
photos of classmates and themselves while 
students at Oakwood. 

“It’s okay to reminiscence about the 
past, but we can’t relive it,” he remarked 
to more chuckles from the congregation. 
Citing examples from the fashion world, 
he recounted how things we think are new 
are just recycled repeats of the past. “God 
commended the Church at Ephesus for its 
faithfulness and not growing weary, but 
something happened,” Griffith said. “The 

church lost its zeal, forgetting its 
first love—its love for righteous-
ness.” 

Referencing selections from 

Spirit of Prophecy, Griffith’s admonition 
included, “We have to have more than just 
a Sabbath experience. Worship must not 
become something just for the moment. 
Our Lord despises status quo Christianity 
and has delayed His coming because we’re 
not ready for the same reason He didn’t 
come in 1844—the Great Disappoint-
ment.” 

In closing he reiterated, “The 
Seventh-day Adventist church was 
organized for service; for the salva-
tion of souls. If we’re not involved in 
ministry, we will not experience the 
joy of ministry, but will ultimately 
lose our souls.” We thank Griffith for 
this admonition, and the Union for 
its vision for enhancing and “spicing 
up” our ministries. 

Evelyn M. Edwards 

“Spice Up” Your Ministry

Samuel Green, Southwest Region Conference 
president and Buford Griffith, executive 
secretary and Family Ministries director, attend 
the “Spice Up Your Ministry” training conference. 

Mary Green (left) and Carmen Griffith, 
Southwestern Union Women’s Ministries director.
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BatoN RoUgE, La. » I was leaving school 
one Friday afternoon, remembering all the 
stops I needed to make prior to going home 
in preparation for the Sabbath. Due to road 
construction, I found myself passing by 
church elder Bernice Johnson’s street. We 
had received the message to send up spe-
cial prayers for Johnson because she had 
been hospitalized. I wondered, “Was she 
still hospitalized? Or was she at home re-
cuperating and up to seeing visitors?” Well, 
there was only one way to find out. Before 
I knew it, my car made a right turn down 
her street. 

After pulling up in the driveway it 
seemed that Max, her dog, gave me a loud, 
energetic, rousing applause! After entering 

her home, Johnson told me she had just 
been released from the hospital Thursday 
evening. And yes, she was delighted to see 
me. I had told myself it would be a short 
visit of 15 minutes, but her physical thera-
pist stopped by shortly after me, and my 
15-minute visit turned into an hour. But 
oh, how I enjoyed every minute spent with 
her and her dear family! Upon leaving, I 
announced I would probably be back the 
next day with my husband. Upon leaving 
her home, I felt so peaceful. Yes, I still had 

a few stops to make, but somehow I knew 
I had been just where God intended me to 
be. 

Not long after our visit, I opened my eyes 
one morning and the Holy Spirit spoke to 
me, “Take your Pre-K3 class to visit Elder 
Johnson.” My immediate response was, 
“Ok.” You see, I had been praying for God 
to give me a way to get my children more 
involved in the community so they 
can become mission-minded for 
Jesus. We were a small group and 
Johnson had a large family room 
where she could receive us. When 
I asked Johnson about it, she said 
she would be delighted to receive 
us. When I told the children, they 

shouted with joy!
I immediately started making arrange-

ments to take them. Sibyl Jordan, school 
principal of Martin Luther King, Jr. Chris-
tian Academy, thought it was a great idea. 
I asked our vice principal, Ivy Jones, if she 
would drive us in the school van, and she 
was more than happy to take us.

Finally, February 25, 2015 arrived. It was 
cold, windy, and raining, but when I saw 
the children, you would have thought the 
weather was perfect with a big rainbow 

in the sky. They had no complaints! They 
were so happy and excited! We had pre-
pared some special colorful gift paper flow-
ers and a card to share with Johnson, and 
they were elated about their mission trip. 

So off we went. Max once again seemed 
to greet the children with a rousing ap-
plause! My boys paused a moment think-
ing they might give him a special visit, too, 

but I encouraged them to come on in the 
house. They stood in front of Johnson in 
a semi-circle and sang “Jesus Loves Me,” 
“If You’re Happy and You Know It,” and 
“I Have the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy, Down in my 
Heart.” Then they recited part of the Ten 
Commandments. They proudly presented 
their gifts to Johnson and gave her some 
hugs. Ivy Jones closed the visit with prayer. 

This was really special for us because 
Johnson is a firm believer and supporter 
of Seventh-day Adventist education. She 
has been for years, always giving, rais-
ing money, continually praying for the 
school, teachers, students, and serving on 
the school board. Jones mentioned in her 
prayers that even one of my students is 
currently a recipient of a scholarship par-
tially funded by Johnson. I thank God for 
all supporters of Seventh-day Adventist 
Christian education.

Yvonne Pondexter

A Mission Trip for Three-year-olds

Bernice Johnson

Martin Luther King Jr. Christian Academy 
Pre-K3 class 
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“Calling all college-
bound students!” Why 

should you choose South-
western Adventist University? 

Today’s Christian high school 
graduates are faced with an impres-

sive array of details and choices for where to 
educate and equip themselves for eternity. 
Naturally, at the top of the check-off lists are 
things such as academics, cost, convenience, 
and friendships. But perhaps the thing that 
should top off every Christian high school 
graduate is compatibility with one’s core be-
liefs, values, and lifestyle. If I am a follower of 
Christ, should I not be seeking to find higher 
education at a place that is not only an aca-
demic, but also a spiritual refuge?

I like to think of Southwestern Adven-
tist University in those terms. I believe the 
spiritual atmosphere there is convincing 
and genuine. I believe that the administra-
tion, the professors, and support staff are 
serious about their ministry. I believe that 
the cause is clear! Studies have supported 
the concept that relationships are vital 
to any educational experience. Whether 
you’re in Kindergarten or a senior in col-
lege, it is evident that a positive relation-
ship with your educator is important.

True teachers do not only impart wisdom, 
they transfer values. Furthermore, students 
who are away from home for the first time 
in their young lives will find relational as-
pects of their education even more valuable! 
Many have made a lot of the smaller size of 
Southwestern. It has been referred to by 
some as a disadvantage. But perhaps there 
is a sizeable advantage in not being so large. 
If we look at it in terms of relationships, 
perhaps we shall find that a smaller student 
body and smaller teacher-student ratios 
provide for more attention and interaction 
between students, teachers and students, 
and administration and students. After all, 
the chief and principle purpose of Adventist 
higher education should be to connect stu-
dents with heaven. Its secondary purpose 
should be to fortify young Christians and 
enable them to be positive and productive 
citizens in a world that languishes for lack 
of positive and uplifting role models. 

Recent studies have shown that higher 
education in general produces citizens 
who have higher amounts of personal sav-
ings, possess greater professional mobility, 
have the ability to make better decisions as 
consumers, tend to volunteer for commu-
nity service at a much greater rate, and are 

more likely to donate blood. Compelling 
data! But our own internal Value-Genesis 
studies reveal that those who run the table 
in our own educational institutions are 
more likely to occupy positions of leader-
ship within the corporate church institu-
tion, more likely to step up and accept 
leadership roles in their local churches, 
more likely to seek a spouse within the 
framework of Adventist circles, and are 
more likely to embrace the mission of the 
Church, which is to take the message of the 
gospel, to all the world, in this generation! 

Ultimately, there is little-to-no value in 
attending a school that calls itself Christian 
if it does not approach all truth as being 
from God. We stand alone on the Word of 
God, and I am under the stark conviction 
that Southwestern Adventist University has 
that posture. A biblical foundation will see 
God as the source of truth in mathematics, 
science, history, and all other disciplines. 

Christians believe that God not only 
made all things, but also knows them in-
timately. “Calling all college-bound stu-
dents!” Take a long, hard, serious look at 
Southwestern. You won’t regret it.

Carlos J. Craig, president

hoUStoN » On February 22, Ron Bocz-
kowski, along with health leader Jean Ha-
gen, conducted a successful community 
outreach healthy cooking class, teaching 
the attendees how to prepare wonderful 
vegetarian and vegan dishes. The event was 
promoted extensively through radio, news-
paper, phone calls, and emails. Two 
beautiful, full-color banners were 
attached to permanent wood sign 
frames on each side of the church 
and could clearly be seen as the peo-
ple passed by each direction on the 
street in front of the church.

The cooking demonstrations 
were done in the kitchen area of the 
church’s fellowship hall where tables 
had been set up. Boczkowski led out 
with seven volunteers who prepared 
and demonstrated their special dish-

es in front of around 40 attendees. 
The volunteer presenters shared health-

ful tips as they demonstrated their favorite 
vegetarian and vegan dishes. One of the 
bilingual chefs presented her specialties 
in both English and Spanish. This cooking 
class was an inspiration to the youth and 

young people of the church, with several 
volunteering to help clean up afterward.

The wholesome veggie meals consisted 
of scrambled tofu, lasagna, oatmeal/wal-
nut patties, tofu casserole, veggie turkey, 
and much more.

At the end of the class everyone was in-
vited to sample all the wonderful, 
mouthwatering dishes. The com-
ments heard from the attendees 
were, “Delicious” and “When are we 
going to have another class?”

The recipes of the dishes prepared 
in class were given to each partici-
pant. The recipe book, 10 Talents, 
was also made available for the at-
tendees to examine or order their 
own copy. 

Jean Hagen

Why Choose Southwestern?

Gulfhaven’s Healthy Cooking Class
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gREENViLLE » The Greenville Seventh-
day Adventist Church is on the move! In 
the past few months we have refurbished 
our sanctuary, invested in the purchase 
of a 10-passenger bus to help transport 
members, hosted a Community Block 
Party with a bounce house, games, snacks, 
and other fun activities, and we were also 
blessed with a concert by the world re-
nowned King’s Heralds quartet. Shortly 
after, Greenville hosted a “singspiration” 
that included various songs, instrumental 
pieces, and poems.

For the first time in many years, our 
church participated in the Greenville 
Christmas Parade. After a lot of prepara-
tion and prayer, we passed out more than 
1,000 goodie bags that included Steps to 
Christ books, Insight magazines, Guide 
magazines, Little Friend magazines, candy, 
and wristbands with our church’s logo. 

Our plans are to expand the amount of 
goodie bags we give away next year to ac-
commodate the 4,000-5,000 people who 
attend the parade. We had more than 
three-fourths of our church members 
helping  give away the goodie bags and par-
ticipating in the parade. 

We were blessed to ordain David Steven-
son as an elder. Ryan Teichmen and Dante 
Alvarado also were ordained as deacons. 
These men are a welcomed addition to the 
leadership of our church. 

Our church continued to be 
blessed with not only a baby dedica-
tion, but also two baptisms all on the 
same Sabbath. Terri Montgomery and 

Angel Alvarado joined our church through 
baptism, and Lucas Belarminio was dedi-
cated to God by his family. We are always 
excited to see our church family grow.

God is continuing to bless the direc-
tion of Greenville Seventh-day Adventist 
Church. We are blessed to have genuine 
members who have a burning desire to 
serve God and share the Three Angel’s 
Messages in the Greenville area.

Paige Nikles

mckiNNEy » Peter A. Weber is the new 
pastor of the McKinney church. He start-
ed  his  ministry in Peru as a  missionary 
and church pastor, publishing director for 
several missions and the local conference, 
and finally  with  Adventist Disaster and 
Relief Agency. His ministry continued in 
Los Angeles, Calif., Albuquerque, N. Mex., 
Grand Prairie, Tex., and for the last 10 years 
at the Edinburg church in South Texas. He 
has pastored many multicultural churches 
and his experience in evangelism will 
contribute to spreading the 
gospel throughout McKinney 
and the surrounding cities.

Weber has a real passion for per-
sonal evangelism and for church 
growth by reaching out to the sur-
rounding community with the 
Bible’s message of hope, love, and 
eternal salvation through Jesus 
Christ. However, he is 
also as equal-
ly passionate 
about each 
member’s 
personal 

growth and enjoys telling his 
life’s experiences to help en-
courage others to live a life of 
faith.

His first official Sabbath in 
McKinney was January 17, 2015, 

with a communion ser-
vice. Afterward, mem-
bers had an opportu-
nity to share some 
time with Weber  by 
celebrating and wel-
coming him to the 
McKinney family. 

Staying Busy at Greenville Church

McKinney Church Welcomes New Pastor

Peter A. Weber is the new 
McKinney church pastor.

The Greenville Seventh-day Adventist Church 
stays busy with many events and outreach 
efforts, including the Community Block 
Party, the Greenville Christmas parade, elder 
ordinations, and baby dedications. 
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dENtoN » There are special moments in 
the life of the local church that are worth 
remembering for years to come. One such 
Sabbath occurred on Valentine’s Day, Feb-
ruary 14, 2015.

Men’s ministries leaders Steve Morgan 
and Wilson Mafi coordinated the activities 
for this special Sabbath. After attending the 
training for this ministry, as well as weeks 
of planning and meetings, the men’s min-
istries department was officially launched. 
Along with the launch of this important 
ministry, the men chose to express their 
love and appreciation to the ladies of the 
church on this special Sabbath. From the 
greeters at the door to the fellowship lunch 
after the worship service, all aspects of the 
day delivered praise to God in an excellent 
and awesome way. All of the ladies received 
a red rose delivered to them by the men of 
the church during the worship service. 

Gerald H. Jones conducted the Sabbath 
School as he continued our focus on Sev-
enth-day Adventist history, briefly review-
ing some aspects of the 2,300-day prophecy 
covered in previous weeks and culminat-
ing the pre-session with a video presen-
tation about Adventist missions from the 

Adventist Trilogy by filmmaker Martin 
Doblmeier. Derek Lazarus, pastor, de-
livered the message “Saved for a Pur-
pose” encouraging the congregation to 
follow the example of Jesus Christ and 
to grow in our commitment and dedi-
cation to His service 
because we understand 
God’s purpose for our 
lives. 

Two of the highlights 
of the worship hour 
were Lazarus and Jones 
leading all of the men in 
making a commitment 
to God, their family, 
church, and commu-
nity. At the conclusion 
of the commitment 
prayer, more than 40 
men stood at the altar, signed their com-
mitments and then lifted their voices in 
singing, “No man is an island, no man 
stands alone.” 

After a fellowship dinner, The Group, 
an all-male a cappella group from the Dal-
las-Fort Worth area delivered a lively and 
inspiring concert mixed with testimony 

and singing. The Group 
predominately ministers to those in senior 
care facilities and the prison system. 

This Sabbath was one special moment 
in the life of the local church. It is a Sab-
bath we will remember for many years to 
come because of the outpouring of love ex-
pressed to our entire church congregation.

katy » On March 15, the Katy church’s 
health ministries department recently 
sponsored a health fair for church and 
community members. Participants at the 
fair received free health checks for blood 
pressure, blood glucose, height, weight, 

and BMI. Literature was provided about 
healthy diet options, reading labels, 
healthy food recipes, and dental care. As a 
culmination of the fair, Gaddiel Rios, M.D., 
provided a health talk to participants. In 
addition to promoting and encouraging 

healthful living, the fair was 
also provided attendees with 
spiritual nourishments. Ad-
ditionally, attendees received 
copies of The Great Controversy 
and Steps to Christ. 

The church and its members 
have embarked on a journey 
to promote physical health. 
The health ministries depart-
ment’s health message mission 
is “Lifestyle Changes…Change 
Lives” for the 2014-2015 church 
year. Initiatives to promote 
and encourage the health mes-

sage have been put into place. 

Seminars on healthy eating and cooking 
demonstrations have been held through-
out the year. The FFIT (Fat Folks in Tights) 
Club was started to encourage members to 
reduce body weight percentage through 
healthy diet choices and regular exercise 
with several members of the church par-
ticipating in the club initiatives. 

Martha Ouma

Special Moments at Denton First Church

Lifestyle Changes… Change Lives 

From left: Gaddiel Rios, M.D., Karon Thomson, Martha Ouma, 
Evelyn Nkwantabisah, Diana Klypass, and Vedia Narine.

Denton First Seventh-day 
Adventist Church celebrates the 
launch of a new Men’s Ministries 
department with a special 
conference.
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Texico News

If there are two fundamen-
tal characteristics that make 

Southwestern Adventist University 
unique, they are the friendliness of the 

students, teachers, and staff and the ability 
to create a family environment. 

The university provides a great atmo-
sphere to forge new friendships through 
an array of social and spiritual events. 
When it comes to making lasting friends, 
there is simply no substitute for coming 
together with others that share our same 
religious beliefs and principles. Southwest-
ern Adventist University provides a unique 
setting for friendships to happen more 
organically, without feeling forced or co-
erced. 

When I first arrived as a student at 
Southwestern, I would greet people by 
saying, “How are you doing?” or “How’s 
it going?” After I was there for a couple of 

months my greeting changed to “How ya’ll 
doing?” (I guess it was the Southern hospi-
tality that changed my vocabulary). 

It is tempting when you go to a new 
school to cling to people who are similar 
to you and with whom you feel most com-
fortable. As you expand your horizons and 
meet different people and different cul-
tures, not only do your friendships grow, 
but your education expands as well. 

Southwestern makes everyone feel that 
they are part of the family. They make you 
feel like you belong—that you are special 
and a unique individual. During my time at 
the university, I felt that I had overwhelm-
ing support from my professors. The sense 
of belonging was demonstrated in the fac-
ulty and staff as they supported me when I 
was far from home. It was also always very 
comforting to have professors invite me to 
their homes on Sabbath to share a home 

cooked meal.
The professors cared for each student 

no matter how different and difficult they 
were. When there was an issue or a prob-
lem, they were always willing to take their 
time, listen, and guide students in the 
Christian path. 

As I continue visiting the campus, not 
much has changed. The same friendless-
ness and spirit of belonging to a family is 
alive and well in Keene, Texas. 

If you are looking for a university to at-
tend, I would personally encourage you to 
take a look at Southwestern Adventist Uni-
versity. It’s a place of academic excellence 
where you can also develop your walk with 
Christ.

Lee-Roy Chacon

aLBUqUERqUE, N. mEx. » Did you 
know that the United States has the 
largest prison population in the world, 
and the second highest per capita as far 
as the incarceration rate (second only to 
Seychelles, a small island East of Africa)? 
In the United States, incarceration is 
one of the main forms of punishment, 
rehabilitation, or both for the commis-
sion of felony and other offenses.

Did you know that our nation has 
more jails than degree granting col-
leges? We can go on and on with mind 
boggling statistics on this issue, but 
another sobering reality is that we 
cannot ignore incarceration and ex-
pect it to go away or eventually solve 
itself.  We can certainly make a differ-
ence, even if it’s only in a small way.

That’s why the Texico Prison Min-
istry is so critical. This ministry is 
becoming especially active in several 
congregations in our conference (with 
many more to come). There is a pleth-
ora of ways to make a difference in this 

area and one of them is to supply the 
chaplains with Bibles and life changing 
literature, such as Steps to Christ and 
The Great Controversy.

Recently, we were able to donate 
new Bibles and several boxes of books 
for inmates at the Los Lunas, New 
Mexico Prison facility. The chaplain 
of that unit has specifically requested 
Seventh-day Adventist reading mate-
rials, and equally important, he would 
like volunteers from our denomination 
to come to the facility. Each of these re-
quests are in the process of fulfillment. 
Several members from the Los Lunas 
congregation will attend the state man-
dated training in order to be able to go 
into a New Mexico correctional facility 
as a volunteer.

Please continue to pray for prison 
ministries within our conference as we 
try to do our part to positively impact 
those who are incarcerated.

Leroy Green, prison ministries director

Southwestern Adventist University: 
Become Part of the Family

“Did You Know?”

Chaplain from the Los Lunas, N. Mex., correctional facility 
receives a donation of Seventh-day Adventist literature.

texico Prison Ministry: Making a difference
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aLBUqUERqUE, N. mEx. » The Texico 
Conference has partnered with the Univer-
sity of Montemoreles in Mexico to provide 
a two-year training for lay people who have 
been chosen by their church boards. The 
Spanish Lay Pastoral Training Program 
was initiated and has been successfully 
maintained by pastors Gladstone Simmons 
and Jose Padilla in the El Paso and Las Cru-
ces area. It has proved successful and the 
local churches continue to be blessed by 
this ministry.

This two-year program covers 150 hours 

of instruction distributed in the fol-
lowing manner: 96 hours of theo-
retical training and 54 hours of prac-
tical evangelism, giving two Bible 
studies resulting in baptisms and conduct-
ing a week long public evangelistic meeting.

Topics in the course include, but are not 
limited to:

• Homiletics and Hermeneutics
• Development of Adventist Doctrine
• Revelation and Inspiration
• Survey of Old and New Testament
• Spirit of Prophecy
• Church Leadership and Administra-

tion
• Lay Pastoral Spirituality
Since the Texico Spanish Lay Pastoral 

Assistant students are learning to conduct 
evangelistic meetings, Omar Velasquez, 
a professor from the University of Mon-

temorelos, suggested that some theology 
students from Mexico come and conduct 
a one-week evangelistic meeting during 
their spring break in the Texico Confer-
ence, which would serve as additional 
training to the Lay Pastoral Assistant stu-
dents. Hence, the Montemorelos students 
conducted 13 evangelistic meetings in Al-
buquerque, El Paso, Clint, Las Cruces, and 
Santa Fe resulting in 33 baptisms.  

The church members were inspired as 
the young people preached.  They enjoyed 
it so much that they want to do it again 
next year.

Ellen White gives us the following coun-
sel regarding lay people being involved in 

ministry:
“It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the 

work of soul saving depends alone upon 
the ministry. The humble, consecrated 
believer upon whom the Master of the 
vineyard places a burden for souls, is to 
be given encouragement by the men upon 
whom the Lord has laid larger responsibili-
ties...God will send forth into His vineyard 
many who have not been dedicated to the 
ministry by the laying on of hands” (Acts of 
the Apostles, p. 110).

“The greatest help that can be given our 
people is to teach them to work for God, 
and to depend on Him, not on the minis-
ters” (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, p. 19).

By the end of the year, we anticipate that 
over 60 lay led meetings will be conducted 
in both English and Spanish throughout 
the conference.

Please pray for the individuals conduct-
ing these meetings and that many souls 
will be won for God’s kingdom.

Lee-Roy Chacon, president

Texico Partners with Montemorelos

A group of students and staff from Montemorelos 
University.

Montemorelos student, Azard Obed, 
preaching at the Albuquerque La Roca Spanish Church.

Jairo Ruiz Ramirez, student, holds meetings at the 
Santa Fe Airport Spanish Church.
F
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coRRaLES, N. mEx. » Every spring the 
7th and 8th grade students at Sandia View 
Elementary go on an Outdoor Education 
Trip. This year they had the privilege of 
spending several days at the Catalina Is-
land Marine Institute, off the coast of Long 
Beach, Calif.

While on the island they were able to 
experience marine life through the use of 
labs, touch tanks, and digital microscopes. 
They were able to see and identify living, 
moving planktons along with sharks and 
other marine life.  As one student put it, “I 
learned a lot more about God by learning 
about His creation.”

The students were excited to learn ba-

sic snorkeling techniques, which enabled 
them to experience ocean life up close and 
personal. 

“During the night snorkel, I thought it 
was interesting that God took the time to 
create something so small (in this case, the 
bio-luminescent plankton) and do some-
thing absolutely amazing with it, and how 
He made the ocean perfect for marine ani-
mals,” commented one of the students.

The students enjoyed all aspects of their 
time at the camp from the instructors and 
classes to the dorms, food, a resident bison, 
and of course, their free time where they 
were able to meet new friends. As one stu-
dent said, “It was amazing!  All in all, my 

trip was a once in a lifetime event, and if 
I had the chance to go again, I would in a 
heartbeat.”

Jim Wilson

Sandia View Elementary Students 
Experience “Hands On” Learning 
at Catalina Island

7th and 8th grade students enjoy 
their time petting the sharks and rays. Several of 
them wanted to take one home.

The students were able to experience ocean 
life up close and personal while snorkeling.

Students in front of the Queen 
Mary before they boarded for an interesting ride 
over a rough ocean.

H
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Southwestern Union News

Hundreds of young adults from across 
the Southwestern Union convened in 
Arlington, Texas, for the fourth annual 
Young Adult Festival of Worship. Union 
Young Adult Director, Helvis Moody, and 
Southwest Region Youth Director, Tyrone 
Douglas, inspired the gathered Millennials 
with messages giving emphasis to Christ 
Jesus being greater than all. In addition to 
the over 1,100 people attending, hundreds 
from around the world tuned in online for 
the worship service broadcasts, specifically 
molded to spiritually encourage the next 
generations.

“Our Arizona young adult community 
jumped online joining the young adult 
festival,” shared Benjamin Lundquist, Ari-
zona Conference Young Adult Ministries 
and NAD Young Adult Life director. “We 
were incredibly blessed as a generation was 
celebrated, Jesus was uplifted, and leaders 
were challenged. It’s time these festivals 
begin happening all across the country.”

Inspired by HE>i, a Hawaiian apparel 
company’s “lifestyle brand,” the Sabbath’s 
theme centered around Christ being great-
er than sin, Satan, and self. Poignant mes-
sages by Moody and Douglas were further 
endorsed as moving music performanc-
es inspired young worshippers as they 
engaged in authentic praise.

As part of the day’s worship, festival 
registrants spent time in the afternoon 
at Mission Arlington, a Christian-based 
agency that serves the neighborhoods 
of the DFW Metroplex with compas-
sion, community-building, and caring 
assistance. Engaging community chil-

dren with songs and smiles and popsicles, 
young adults were immersed in the joy 
that comes from sharing joy.

“I’ve got to say, there was something 
special about seeing young adults gather to 
serve the community,” expressed Debora 
Obeng, a 21-year-old software engineering 
major at the University of Texas at Arling-
ton. “The interactions with the communi-
ties we visited were the most inspiring as-
pect of festival.”

 In an interesting turn of events, dur-
ing the final worship session, tornado 
sirens went off signaling severe weather 
approaching. Evacuating downstairs to a 
standing-room-only venue, festival young 
adults continued to worship undaunted. 
The worship leaders adapted seamlessly 
to an impromptu acoustic set. While the 
storm raged outside, Moody challenged 
and called all to live 24/7 lives of worship to 
which the young adults eagerly responded.

“It was refreshing and encouraging to 
see so many young adults with a passion 
for worship and a willingness to serve their 
community for Christ,” Douglas said.

As Sabbath came to a close, the evening 
offered ample time for fellowship as En-

counters Café provided young adults with 
a chance to enjoy table games, refresh-
ments, and loads of laughter. Finally, the 
group headed out to enjoy broomball at 
ICE at the Parks, a nearby ice skating cen-
ter. Needless to say, the laughs continued 
as dozens of young adults took epic falls in 
their efforts to score goals.

From Arizona, Lundquist quipped, “Our 
only disappointment with the festival was 
the inability to play broomball online.”

The Young Adult Festival of Worship 
aims for next generations to honor Christ 
Jesus as Lord by expressing grace, embrac-
ing fellowship, and pursuing intimacy with 
Him. This invitational Sabbath gathering 
intends to inspire the young adults of the 
Southwestern Union and beyond to live 
24/7 lives of worship for the fame of Jesus 
Christ. 

“I had the privilege of witnessing young 
adults from across the Southwestern 
Union come together to worship God,” 
shared Moody. “It’s my sincere hope that 
the Young Adult Festival of Worship in-
spired them to go back to their churches 
and live boldly for Him.”

To enjoy captured worship sessions and 
follow up resources from 
the Young Adult Festival 
of Worship, go to festival.
ygchurch.com.

Allan Martin

Young Adults Gather in DFW Metroplex 
for Festival of Worship

Helvis Moody, Southwestern 
Union Young Adult Ministries 
director offers a passionate 
commitment prayer over the 

2015 Young Adult Festival 
of Worship.

Festival young 
adults spend time with 
children at Mission 
Arlington, sharing joy, songs, 
smiles, and popsicles.

Festival young adults 
willing to brave the ice for 
broomball rally one more 
time near midnight for the 
2015 Young Adult Festival 
of Worship.
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Please ask us about
INTERNET options:

SafeTV Television
Positive Life Radio,
Walla Walla

2121

Complete satellite system only $199
                                                                 Plus shipping

High Definition and DVR
Connect to any TV • Record your favorite shows*
                                                          *optional USB memory required for recording

A d ve nt i st  C h a n n e l s
Plus more than 60 other FREE Christian Channels
and News Channels on Adventist Satellite Dish

No Monthly Fees
No Subscriptions
Includes 36in Dish
FREE Install Kit

Two Room
System $299
Plus shipping

REaL EStatE/hoUSiNg

Arkansas Home for Sale: 
Three-bedroom, two-bath, 
one-story, 2,200 sq.ft., brick 
home on 60 acres surround-
ed by Ouachita National 
Forest (can’t see neighbors) 
with central heat and air 
plus site-built fireplace. City 
and well water, 30x50 walk 
shop/storage building, two-
bedroom mobile home for 
in-law, four ponds, and stone 
shelter. Asking $357,500. For 
information, call Carlyn Kim 
at 951.966.1669, or Keith 
479.243.5341.

Summit Ridge Retirement 
Village is an Adventist 
community in a rural set-
ting but close to Oklahoma 
City medical facilities and 
shopping. Made up of mostly 
individual homes, the village 

has fellowship you’ll enjoy. 
On-site church, independent 
living, nursing home, and 
transportation as needed. 
Web site: http://www.sum-
mitridgevillage.org, or call Bill 
Norman at 405.208.1289.

Gillin Realty LLC, phone 
817.556.3141, we offer 
Professional Real Estate 
Representation. We can 
help with all your real estate 
needs if you are buying or 
selling. Residential, invest-
ment, commercial, farm & 
ranch, lots, acreage, and 
we offer property manage-
ment. We are a HUD & Reo 
approved brokerage. Our 
staff of realtors are here to 
assist you. Ask for Samantha 
Gillin, Alex Federowski, or 
Sheryl McMinn. See listings 
at www.gillinrealty.com.

Country Living: 9+ acres 
in Montana. One house, 

two wells, three septic 
systems. Ditch water irriga-
tion for 8 acres of hay. Call 
909.363.6671.

EmpLoymENt

Do you love to talk about 
Jesus? Why not talk about 
Jesus where His name isn’t 
known? Consider going as an 
Adventist Frontier Missions 
Tentmaker. Reach the un-
reached through your skilled 
profession! Find a good 
salaried job and serve Jesus! 
For more information go to: 
GoTential.org.

The Advancement Office 
at Southwestern Adventist 
University seeks full time 
Director of Alumni Relations. 
Focus areas include alumni 
events, engagement strategy, 
volunteer coordination, and 
fundraising, includes some 
travel. Bachelor’s degree and 
two years relevant experi-
ence required. Submit cover 
letter and current CV/resume 
to Human Resources at de-
nise.rivera@swau.edu.

Southwestern Adventist 
University seeks Develop-
ment Officer/Grant Writer. 
Responsibilities include grant 
writing, donor relations, 
event coordination and case 
articulation. Exceptional 
written and verbal commu-
nication skills are essential. 
Bachelor’s degree required 
and previous success secur-
ing grants. Submit cover let-
ter and CV/resume to Human 
Resources at denise.rivera@
swau.edu.

Andrews University seeks 
an Administrative Assistant. 
This individual will serve as 
administrative assistant to 
the Director of the PhD in 
Religion and ThD programs, 
as well as to the Director of 

the PhD in Religious Edu-
cation and the Director of 
the PhD in Biblical Archeol-
ogy. A Bachelor’s degree is 
preferred, with emphasis 
on secretarial, communica-
tion, or educational skills, 
or equivalent in experience. 
For more information and 
to apply, visit https://www.
andrews.edu/admres/jobs/
show/staff_hourly#job_9.

Recruiting midlevel 
providers (NP/PA) for a 
new Rural Health Clinic/
Urgent Care in Weimar, CA. 
Opportunities are available 
to specialize in a number 
of medical fields. Our most 
urgent needs are Mental 
Health, Pain Management, 
Outpatient Surgery, and 
Emergency Medicine. Call 
Randy at 530.296.4417 or 
e-mail r61@me.com for more 
information.

Adventist University of 
Health Sciences (“ADU”) in 
Orlando, FL seeks a Depart-
ment Head for their Center 
for Academic Achievement, 
who provides oversight for 
general education and nurs-
ing tutoring, career advising, 
mental health counseling, 
disability services, testing ac-
commodation, coaching and 
testing services. Master’s De-
gree in Counseling, Psychol-
ogy, or related field required. 
Reply to Fred.Stephens@adu.
edu.

Mission Pilots and Other 
Missionaries are urgently 
needed. Do you have a desire 
to share Jesus with others, 
to live in another country, 
and learn a different culture? 
Adventist World Aviation is 
expanding into other parts 
of the world and urgently 
needs pilots, A&P mechanics, 
A&P inspection authorities, 
certified flight instructors 

Classified Ads
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Order Deadline for Louisiana/East Texas route is  

Thursday, June 11.  Call 800-333-1844 to Order. 

Order Deadline for West Texas/Southern New Mexico is  

Thursday, June 25.  Call 800-333-1844 to Order. 

ADVENTIST BOOK CENTER | 201 S OLD BETSY RD | KEENE, TX 76059 

817.558.0100 | TOLL-FREE 800.333.1844 | D2U.ABC@TXSDA.ORG 

(CFI), project managers, Bible 
workers, and medical person-
nel. Pilots must have instru-
ment ratings, commercial rat-
ings, and high performance 
ratings. Mail your resume to 
Adventist World Aviation, PO 
Box 444, Sullivan, WI 53178-
0444, or e-mail to projects@
flyawa.org.

Andrews University seeks a 
Principal for Andrews Acad-
emy who will be responsible 
to lead and ensure that the 
school fulfills its mission and 
goals. A preferred qualified 
person should have experi-
ence as a secondary school 
principal, a secondary school 
teacher, and/or a doctoral 
degree. For more informa-
tion and to apply, visit https://
www.andrews.edu/admres/
jobs/show/staff_salary#job_1.

Andrews University seeks 
a Faculty member for the 
Leadership Department who 
will teach graduate level 
courses related to Educa-
tional Administration and 
Leadership, and serve on 
doctoral dissertation com-
mittees. A preferred qualified 
person should have a doctor-
ate in Education, Leadership, 
or related field, plus a record 
of excellence in teaching at 
the graduate level. For more 
information and to apply, 
visit https://www.andrews.
edu/admres/jobs/show/
faculty#job_8 and https://
www.andrews.edu/admres/
jobs/show/faculty#job_9.

miScELLaNEoUS

Authors of cookbooks, 
health books, children’s 
chapter and picture books, 
call 800.367.1844 for your 
FREE evaluation. We publish 
all book formats, distribute 
to over 39,000 bookstores in 
220 countries. Find our NEW 

titles at your local ABC or 
www.TEACHServices.com. 
USED SDA books at www.
LNFBooks.com.

AdventistSingles.org free 
14-day trial! Join thousands 
of Adventist singles online. 
Free chat, search, profiles, 
match notifications! Adven-
tist owners since 1993. New 
Title: Christian Books for 
Teens.Visit www.ElliotDylan.
com for the Undercover 
Angels series of novels for 
Christian teens that build 
on Biblical principles and 
reinforce integrity. Great for 
Sabbath reading, church and 
home schools, and gifts!

The Wildwood Lifestyle 
Center can help you 
naturally treat and reverse 
diseases such as diabetes, 
heart disease, hypertension, 
obesity, arthritis, osteopo-
rosis, fibromyalgia, lupus, 
multiple sclerosis, chronic 
fatigue, cancer, substance 
abuse, stress, anxiety, de-
pression, and many more. 
Invest in your health and 
call 1.800.634.9355 for more 
information or visit www.
wildwoodhealth.org/lifestyle.

Move with an award-
winning agency. Apex 
Moving & Storage partners 
with the General Conference 
to provide quality moves at 
a discounted rate. Call us for 
all your relocation needs! 
Adventist beliefs uncompro-
mised. Contact Marcy Danté 
at 800.766.1902, for a free 
estimate. Visit us at www.
apexmoving.com/adventist.

Wellness Secrets Lifestyle 
Center: Do you or someone 
you know suffer from diabe-
tes, high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, arthritis, cancer, 
obesity, depression, stress, or 
smoking? Wellness Secrets 
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Madison College Alumni 
Association would like 
to include any graduates, 
attendees, or friends who 
may not already be on our 
mailing list to receive the 
quarterly newsletter and any 
other communications. Write 
to P.O. Box 1735, Madison, TN 
37116, or by e-mail: madison-
collegealumni@gmail.com. 

NAD Church Study: The 
North American Division 
is seeking feedback from 
church members on how it 
can improve its ministry with 
regard to mission, educa-
tion, and church structure. 
A special Web site has been 
created for this purpose. 
Please visit http://www.nad-
churchstudy.org/purpose to 
add your viewpoint to the 
conversation.

Save The Date! Greater 
New York Academy 95th 
Anniversary is October 
9-11, 2015. Honoring classes 
ending in 0 and 5. Friday 
night: Vespers and Welcome 
Table. Sabbath: Church 
Service, Lunch, “Music and 
Memories.” Sunday: Breakfast 
and Basketball. Send your 
name and contact info to 
alumni@gnyacademy.org, 
or friend us on Facebook 
at Greater NYA, or write to 
Greater NY Academy, 41-32 
58th St., Woodside, NY 11377.

Missing Members: These 
are members of Texico 
Conference’s Belen Bilingual 
church in Belen, N. Mex. 
Please contact Pastor Erwin 
de Graaff at 505.401.0003 
with information about 
the following members: 
Ernestina Baca, Vera Marie 
Baca, Sarah C. Barela, John 
Bissett, Marvin Button, Ro-
man Chavez, Deborah Doyle, 

Derek, Gilbert,  Patsy Lena 
Gabaldon, Sandra Majalca, 
Paul Rivera.

Adventist Recovery Min-
istries (ARMin) training for 
churches and individuals 
wishing to host addictions 
recovery groups will be held 
October 9-11, 2015 at the 
Southwestern Union office 
in Burleson, Texas. For more 
information about ARMin, a 
12-week recovery program 
centered around Steps to 
Christ, go to www.adventist-
recovery.org. For info about 
the training call 817.295.0476, 
ext. 338.

100 Days of Prayer: Please 
join members around the 
world in the 100 Days of 
Prayer leading up to the 
General Conference Session 
in San Antonio. Visit 100day-
sofprayer.org to receive daily 
reminders and view a new 
film entitled What Might 
Have Been, based on a vision 
Ellen White had regarding 
God’s hope for what could 
have happened at the 1901 
GC Session. 

GC Session App: A new app, 
entitled GC Session 2015, has 
been released and is available 
for iPhone, iPad, and Android.

Oak Park Academy Alumni 
Weekend is September 
18-19, 2015. All alumni and 
former faculty and staff are 
invited to this special reunion 
weekend. The 2015 honor 
classes are: 1940, 1945, 1950, 
1955, 1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 
1980. Location: Gates Hall, 
15th Street, Nevada, IA. Make 
plans to attend! For more 
information, contact Al-
layne Petersen Martsching, 
402.312.7368, or e-mail: al-
laynemartsching@gmail.com.

Lifestyle Center can help! 
5-day, live-in health program 
in beautiful NW Arkansas, 
$495 special. For more infor-
mation, visit WellnessSecret-
s4u.com, or call 479.752.8555.

Planning an Evangelistic 
Series or Health Seminar? 
Have questions? Need afford-
able, professionally prepared 
handbills, brochures, signs, 
banners and mailing ser-
vices? Call free, 800.274.0016, 
and ask for HOPE Customer 
Service, or visit www.hope-
source.com. You deserve the 
best with confidence and 
peace of mind. Hamblin’s 
HOPE delivers on time!

ESSENTIALDENTALCARE.
COM: 2950 W. Camp Wis-
dom Road (near HWY 360), 
Suite #300, Grand Prairie, 
TX 75052, 972.641.2900. Dr. 
Schubert Sapian is a Loma 
Linda graduate/SDA. Full-ser-
vice dental office including 
dental implants. InvisAlign 
orthodontic provider.

Relocating from one state 
to another? The move 
counselors at Stevens Van 
Lines Clergy Move Cen-
ter can help! Through our 
national contract with the 
General Conference, we ex-
tend our moving services to 
all Adventist families. Quality 
is inherent. Call us direct 
for a no-cost/no-obligation 
estimate at 800.248.8313, or 
learn more about us at www.
stevensworldwide.com/sda.

Worship with us at Yellow-
stone National Park every 
Sabbath from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day. Services 
at 10 a.m. in employee recre-
ation hall connected to Old 
Faithful Lodge.

Adventist Israel Tour : Join 
Jim Gilley, Danny Shelton, 

and the 3ABN team for an 
unforgettable Bible Enrich-
ment Tour. Fantastic buf-
fets, fellowship, and guides. 
Affordable. Two departure 
dates—November 15-23 or 
November 18-29, 2015. Con-
tact Jennifer at Maranatha 
Tours—602.788.8864, or Jill 
at 3ABN—618.627.4651.

Demand is high for man-
agers of skilled nursing 
facilities and senior care 
centers. Southern Adventist 
University’s degree in long 
term care administration is 
available on campus or on-
line. Enjoy being a licensed 
professional and a leader in 
the business of caring. Visit 
Southern.edu/business, call 
1.800.SOUTHERN or e-mail 
ltca@southern.edu for infor-
mation.

Black Hills School of Mas-
sage: Classes begin July 6. 
Complete 600-hour course 
in just 5.5 months. MBLEX 
eligible. Room and board 
available. Space limited; ap-
ply now. Contact massage@
bhhec.org, or 605.255.4101.

A very high-ranking 
and busy GC evangelist 
declares: “The Truth About 
666 and the Story of the 
Great Apostasy (2013) must 
be known in the whole SDA 
world and beyond. There 
is a master deception, and 
people ignore it. I will move 
heaven and earth to get this 
book translated into Spanish.” 
This set of three volumes, 
plus a full Data CD, and other 
books by Edwin de Kock are 
available from the Adventist 
bookstore in Keene, Texas, 
or the author. Please contact 
him at edwdekock@hotmail.
com; 956.583.2859. For 
further details, recommen-
dations, and prices see Web 
site: propheticum.com.

Announcements
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ObituariesMilestones

aNNiVERSaRiES

Leonard D. and Mavis E. 
Durichek Shockey of Ard-
more, Okla., celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary 
on September 5, 2015. The 
couple was married at the 
Denver Central Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in Denver, 
Colo., on September 5, 1954.

They met at church in 
Denver in 1951, and both of 
them attended Union Col-
lege in Lincoln, Neb. Mavis 
graduated with a bachelor’s 
in nursing. Leonard gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s in 
chemistry and then gradu-
ated in 1961 from what is 

now Loma Linda Univer-

sity School of Medicine. He 
practiced family medicine 
and surgery for 40 years in 
Colorado and Texas. The 
Shockey family moved to 
east Texas in 1980 and held 
Revelation seminars, “Stop 
Smoking” clinics, and healthy 
living classes. They then built 
a church with the help of 
old and new members, and 
it is still thriving today. The 
couple is retired and has lived 
in Ardmore for nine years, 
where they are members of 
the Ardmore church. They 
have two children, Brian 
Shockey and Lorelie Agee, 
and seven grandchildren. 

BRAIN, Carol Ann Sauder, 
born in 1938 in Mansfield, 
Ohio, and died recently in 
Texas. She was a member 
of the Alvarado church. 
Survivors: sons, Mark, 
Steven, and David; and 
daughter, Beth.

DUKE, Patricia M., born 
June 2, 1958 and died De-
cember 10, 2014 in Midland, 
Tex. She was a member of 
Midland church. Survivors: 
mother, Ada Rae Duke-
Bruker.

GALLARDO, Juana, born 
January 1, 1930 in Olancho, 
Honduras, and died March 
24, 2015 in Houston, Tex. 
She was a member of the 
Mount Pleasant Span-
ish company. Survivors: 
daughters, Rosa, Clara, and 
Maricela.

GREENHILL, Phillip, born 
April 15, 1959, and died 
April 10, 2015. He was a 
member of the Jefferson 
Academy church in Jeffer-
son, Tex. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, 
Robert and Bettye, and 
brother, Kevin. Survivors: 
wife, Sheila, and son, Kellen.

HOLLON, W.M. Hub, born 
December 18, 1924 in Dal-
las, Tex., and died Decem-
ber 31, 2014 in Springfield, 
Tenn. He was a member of 
the Dallas First church since 
1956. He is best remem-
bered for his extensive food 
basket program that he be-
gan in the 1960s and ended 
in the early 2000s because 
of health problems.  

JOHNSON, Carl G., Jr., 
born June 27, 1930 in Eu-

gene, Ore., and died April 
17, 2015 in Meeker, Okla. 
He was a member of the 
Shawnee church. A veteran 
who loved music, he was 
an incredible pedal steel 
guitar player who loved to 
play gospel music. Survi-
vors: wife, Tammy Johnson

MARCONTELL, Mark 
Allen, born September 
23, 1958 in Beaumont, 
Tex., and died December 
30, 2014 in Cleburne, Tex. 
He was a member of the 
Keene church. Survivors: 
aunt and uncle, Lillian and 
Paul Proctor, and cousins.

PRIEST, Eleanor Lou-
ise, born March 5, 1926 
in Minot, Maine and died 
in 2015 in Marshall, Tex. 
Eleanor was a teacher and 
a missionary and served 
with her husband, Warren 
Clarence Hewes, in Zim-
babwe and Kenya, where 
she worked in different 
secretarial positions and 
taught in the children’s divi-
sion of the church. Eleanor 
and her husband retired in 
1988 in Marshall. Survivors: 
daughters, Marilyn Kemper 
and Cheryl Steingas, five 
grandchildren, and a great-
grandson.

STANLEY, Melvin Charles, 
born January 23, 1950 
in New Orleans, La., and 
died  April 3, 2015 in Baton 
Rouge, La. He was a mem-
ber of the Berean church in 
Baton Rouge, having been 
baptized under the late W.J. 
Cleveland. Melvin attended 
Southwestern Adventist 
University as well as Oak-
wood University, where he 
received his bachelor of 
science degree in theology. 
His educational pursuits Leonard and Mavis Shockey
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Thank You...
...to all the  

volunteers who  
worked so hard to make  
Your Best Pathway to  
Health a success! 
(See the August 2015 Record  
for the full story.)

continued with a master’s 
in business administration 
from the University of Cali-
fornia in Sacramento. From 
there he went on to receive 
his master of divinity from 
Andrews University and 
a master’s in Biblical and 
theological studies from 
John Brown University in 
Siloam Springs, Ark. He was 
also awarded credentials of 
ministry from the Universal 
Life Church in Modesto, 
Calif. Melvin derived great 
pleasure from telling oth-
ers about Jesus and from 
listening to gospel songs. 
He was preceded in death 
by his parents Willie, Sr. 
and Viola Hawkins Stanley; 
two brothers, and a sister. 
Survivors:  brothers, Willie 
Melvin Stanley, Jr., of Baton 
Rouge, and Winston Burnell 
Stanley (Ingrid) of Round 
Rock, Tex.;  sisters, Sharon 

S. T. (Oliver Lee III) Batieste 
of Baton Rouge, and Julia 
Marie Stanley of Jackson, 
La.;  uncle, John Hawkins, 
of Baton Rouge; sister-in-
law, Addie E. Tate Stan-
ley, of Baton Rouge; and 
nieces, nephews, and other 
relatives.  

VAN Buren, Stephen Da-
vis, born August 25, 1944 
in Clovis, N. Mex., and died 
March 19, 2015 in Grand 
Cayman Island. He was a 
member of the Gulfhaven 
church and an attorney 
for HMT in the Woodlands, 
Texas. Survivors: mother; 
Emma Van Buren; siblings, 
Gayle Van Buren-Oliver and 
Paul D. Van Buren; children, 
Jamie Terry, Phillip Terry, 

Stephen Van Buren, and 
Drew Van Buren; and four 
grandchildren.

WILLIAMS, Paula Sue, 
born November 12, 1953 
in Cleburne, Tex., and died 
February 15, 2015 in Waco, 
Tex. She was a member 
of the Hillsboro church. 
Survivors: daughter, Trina; 
sons, Chris and Philip; and 
husband, Philip.

2015 Sunset Calendars are now available at  
www.SouthwesternAdventist.org/sunset

Sabbath Sunset Calendar
Jun 5 Jun 12 Jun 19 Jun 26 Jul 3 Jul 10

Abilene, TX 8:43 8:46 8:49 8:50 8:50 8:49
Albuquerque, NM 8:17 8:21 8:23 8:25 8:25 8:23
Amarillo, TX 8:58 9:02 9:04 9:06 9:06 9:04
Brownsville, TX 8:19 8:22 8:24 8:25 8:26 8:25
Dallas, TX 8:32 8:35 8:38 8:39 8:39 8:38
El Paso, TX 8:08 8:11 8:14 8:15 8:15 8:14
Fort Worth/Keene, TX 8:34 8:37 8:40 8:41 8:41 8:40
Gallup, NM 8:27 8:30 8:33 8:34 8:34 8:33
Galveston/Houston, TX 8:19 8:22 8:24 8:26 8:26 8:25
Gentry, AR 8:32 8:35 8:38 8:39 8:39 8:38
Little Rock, AR 8:19 8:23 8:25 8:26 8:27 8:25
Muskogee, OK 8:34 8:37 8:40 8:41 8:41 8:40
New Orleans, LA 7:58 8:01 8:04 8:05 8:05 8:05
Oklahoma City, OK 8:42 8:45 8:48 8:49 8:49 8:48
Roswell, NM 8:04 8:08 8:10 8:12 8:12 8:11
San Antonio, TX 8:31 8:34 8:36 8:38 8:38 8:37
Shreveport, LA 8:19 8:22 8:25 8:26 8:26 8:25

Tulsa, OK 8:37 8:41 8:43 8:45 8:45 8:43
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Southwestern—A Name You Can Trust

Similarly, when I am “shopping” for 
someone to help me with a job or a project, 
at the top of my list are students or graduates 
of an Adventist university. Having had sev-
eral “products” of Adventist education serve 
as interns here in the Southwestern Union 
Communication Department, I can tell you 
firsthand that Adventist uni-
versities, and in particular, 
Southwestern Adventist 
University, are producing 
superior “products.” We 
have been privileged to have 
Indiana Melendez, a recent 
graduate of the Com-
munication Department 
at Southwestern, spend a 
portion of her senior year 
interning with us. Over the 

past several months, her writing and edito-
rial skills have graced the pages of the Record, 
and her varied talents have been a blessing to 
our department. Her excellence and refine-
ment speak volumes of the training and 
education that Southwestern has afforded 
her. I’ve asked Indiana to share in her own 

words how Southwestern 
has impacted and prepared 
her for life—not only aca-
demically, but spiritually and 
socially, as well.

“At first I was a little 
skeptical about attending a 
small Adventist university. 
Bigger universities always 
promise the professional 
respect and credibility 
associated with attending 

well-known schools. But as a new Adventist 
at the time, I really wanted to experience 
Christian education, so I made the decision 
to apply for Southwestern. I don’t regret it. 
Southwestern has not only helped to build 
my knowledge and understanding in my 
academic field of study, but also has given 
me a new, redefined perspective of the 
world around me. What was once a selfishly 
ambitious goal of celebrity success is now a 
goal of a Christ-centered life of service. As 
I look back at my experience at Southwest-
ern, I can see how God has led me through 
every class, relationship, job, and experience 
to get me where I am today as a Seventh-
day Adventist Christian. Those experiences 
have also prepared me for my current 
position at the union, which I am really 
blessed to have. I love the work environ-
ment here, and it’s incredibly rewarding to 
see how our efforts have impacted the lives 
of others in many different ways. I know 
that God utilized Southwestern to prepare 
me for the mission He has given me. Now 
that I’ve graduated, I’m excited to see what 
the future holds and where God decides to 
take me next.” 

i DON’T KNOW ABOUT yOU, but when I am shopping for certain products, such as a car, a 
computer, or some other kind of equipment, I look for trusted brands. Why? Because I be-
lieve that with trusted brands I can expect a certain level of quality in the product I am in-
vesting in. When I buy a familiar brand, I feel confident that the product will serve me well 
and perform in the way that the manufacturer has promised. Top companies go to great 
lengths to create products that are well crafted, perform well, and are distinctive, unique, 
and superior to others in the same category. In most cases, the brand name products that 
I’ve purchased over the years have lived up to the company’s name and reputation.

By  PAT  H U M P H r e y  »  coMMunicAtion director, SouthweStern union

indiana Melendez
class of 2015
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CHOICES
What do you want to do?Who do you want to be?

Important dates:
Aug 3-18 | Core Enrichment
Aug 18-22 | C.O.R.E. Freshman Orientation
Aug 18 | Mizpah Ceremony & Welcome Dinner
Aug 23 | Registration
Aug 24 | First day of school
Oct 2-4 | Parents’ Weekend

I’m a leader.
Tony, Fire Science, 2015

I’m a believer.
Elisa, School Counseling, 2015

I’m an educator.
Laura, Secondary Ed, 2015

How do you get there? Read more about these seniors and their 
choices at Southwestern Adventist University’s Facebook page.  
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