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Editor’s Note

Matthew 19:14 says, “Jesus saad, Tet the littde children come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these ™ If
the kingdom of heaven belongs to the httle children why not the churches
on =arth? What if we let the listle children come._and pray and zerve and
preach and even lead! He can we teach the children in our churches about
Zod's love and Christ's s.ar_n'.ﬁn::: and also gi\': them Gppu:}rtuni:in:s to b=
imvalved and lead out? How can we plant a spintual seed, but also nurture
growth?

In this issue, we take 2 look at the importance of creating emironments to
nurture chuldren and their farmlies, and we learn some concrete steps that
we can take in our homes, churches and commumnities that wall promote that
growth. We also explore the ways that we can encourage voung people to
particpates and lead in our churches through outreach programs, preach-
ing and more. As vou read, consider what steps vou mmght take to help the
spainitual growth of these little ones, and what leszons vou might learn from
obzerang their growing love for Jesus.
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Planting a Seed

Let the Little Children Come to Christ

Christ makes 2 I'i'l'ltil!mt!l‘t in Matthew 1914 The= King_]a.n't:s Verzion 53V “Suffer the children. and for-
bid them not, to come unto me.._ " It%s old Englizh vet the message 1= clear Jesus emphatically
commands that we not drve away chuldren and vouth from His person or prezence at any tme for
any reason! He uses children as accurate descnptions and embodiments of the land of atizens He
desires for His kingdom. Notice how He states that “theirs" 1= the kingdom of heaven.

and transparent a= a chald. [ am reasoning that the Lord is landing the innocence of a child. The for-
giving and forgetting spinit of a duld. The duld’s ababity to look bevond superhaal differences, and
to trust and to follow: Children are harmles: and inoffensive, free from rancor, malice and judgment.
They are born without sentiments of ambition and desires of aggrandizement.

It becomes smbangly evdent as we read these passages that claldren are chosen by God, His
speaal little people, the apple of His eve! It 1s 2 most precous thing to witness the work of the Holy
Spint upon their little hearts. Let us never dismiss, much less forget, the value of children and youth

Zi.'l.'l G’Ddri =] 3.'!.'1:1 TJ'I.ﬂI.!' !'-:ll.t :.]'l our Churr_'h E.l'.ld. m T_ht '.-ing\dum Df G’G d

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world! Tha: simple children’s song reminds us that Jesus values
and prontizes children. Furthermore, He commands us to value and pnontize children too. Mat-
thew 19:13-14 NEKJV zavs, “Then bttle children were brought to Him that He might put His hands
on them and pray; but the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, ‘Let the httle children come to me,
and do not forbid them; for of such 1= the bingdom of heaven ™

P::'haps the ::ﬁsr_ipl:s felt :'.'lat_]csus had lirmted time and energy not to be squan-:]:r:d on children;
He had more important things to do. Jesus rebuked His disaples for suggesting that children were
l=s= important to the kingdom of God. No one should hinder nor neglect the chaldren that Jesus
loves. In fact, we should be intentionally creating opportumities to bnng children to Jesus. In her
book Terfmonter on Sabbath School Werk Ellen G. White savs, “INever rest ill every child in vour class
1z brought to the saving knowledge of Chnst® Southwestern Union Cluldren’s Mimstries Director
Sonia Cand shares five practical steps in helping children to grow in Jesus: teach them to pray daily,
teach them what to do about guilt, teach them to grow through Bible study; teach dependence on

Jesus and help them to serve. May God bless us as we become a blessing to His children.

I love the story of Jeses feeding the 5.000. The storv ha: :0 many lessons—frst the power of Jesus healing
amyone In the crowd that needed healing. Then, as the day goes on, He is teaching and want= to fe=d
the people. He tests His dizaples about how the people can be fed. John 6:8-9 say=, “Another of His
dizaples, Andrew; Simon Peter's brother, spoke up, ‘Here is 2 bov wath five small barley loaves and
two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?™* I find it interesting that out of 3.000 peo-
pl= onlv a child came prepared. What if Andrew would have overlocked the bov? Do we sometimes
overlook the potential of the lads in our churches?

As a church one of the most important goals we should have 1= to help children in our churches
develop a relationship wath Jesus. We should also find ways to give leadership early and often to our
voung people. I am thankfinl that my local church recently azsked my 11-vear-old daughter to be in-
volved wath the video mimstry in our church. We need to get our lads imvoheed—they will feel more
connected and a part of our church. Matthew 19:14 savs, “Jesus said, Tet the httle children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these™ Jesuz can do
amarzing things when we allow His children to lead out and be imvolved in ministry:
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Planting a Seed

[Let the Little
Children Come

Empowering the Youngest in Discipleship and Ministry

People often think that Children’s Ministries only
serves or reaches out to children. I have the privilegs
and responzibility to mimster to parents, leaders and children.
I have been imvolved with Children’s Mimstries for 41 yvears,
seven of them in leadership at the Southwestern Union.
dj.'ildrtn 'EC\].' hﬂa‘.'ﬂn_ :[t=5 El._'il:r:.' to l:nl:ljur.agl: ltai:‘.:IE :i.'l-.l. ﬂ-].'is ]'.l-.l.'in—
iﬁm' pm‘.‘id.‘i.ng idﬂaﬁ: TEsS0OUTCES E.U.d V-'Dr]:'j.hﬂps 1o I'.H:].P T_h.tm
b: Eul:cﬁsful :Il.'ﬂ TJ'.Lﬂ.I th‘.l.r:E .End d].'_u.'d‘.l.:s. I bd.'lll:"ﬂ: d-.l: most
;J.'.I'.I.p-DrtanT. :I:m.r:llt :IlIl. Chﬂdrm=5 :".Enistl-.i.ﬁ ;5 I:l:ElJ.‘J'.L‘i.I'.I.g Cadl
child al:u:\ut_]l:.us and His pla.ns for their hfe.
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Discipleship describes the process of growth mm Chnst; it's
a posture of learming, a relationship, devotion, journey, 2 new
perspectve. It 1s the Spint-imbued hfe.

We must not fool ourselves into thinking that dizapleshap
can only begin in adulthood. As soon as chuldren learn o
walk. talk and read, thev can learn about the love of Jesus and
bemin their dizcipleship process. Tve found the Cheldren’s Adomrs-
fry Manual, ﬁ:\rm.:rl}' Cheldren’s Ministres Idenr and ?Eniuﬁguﬁ that
Mérk, to be very helpful for leaders in this mimistry: It outhnes
frve steps to help children grow in Jesus, and discipleship is
g‘rml.th in Christ.



GROWTH IN CHRIST

Teach Them To Pray Daily. T think this is one of the
most precious privilepes we have. Whether vou're the parents
zt home, leader at church or teacher in Chnshian school, vou
are able to share with them powerful Bible promises about
praver and feed their fmith with moving Bible stonies of prayver-

ful people.

Teach Them What To Do About Guilt, Thiz iz on= of
the greatest ru:l:ds: :sp:r_iallj.' for our _:-n'ma.rg.' and preteen lads.
The Enemy Uses g'_lilt to L::cp us IWay from God': grace and
love. Our children need to know thatJ:sus lowves them and
that He takes away those fl::lings. when we ask for furgii':n:ss.
Affirm that He loves to hsten to us no matter the situation.

Teach Them To Grow Through Bible Study. We are =0
bleszed to have the Gracelink curniculum [Gracelink net) for
children’s Sabbath School. It include: a Bible lesson for every
week, memory verses and happy worship songs deagned for

each age group and learming style. All adult= need to do 15 take
& few minutes to read, study and share the Word of God wath

our little ones—the Holy Spint will do the rest! Parents and
carctakers, don't forget to take the lads to Sabbath School!

Teach Dependence On Jesus. Scunds easyw nght? Even
a.dul'j l:}ftm ha‘.‘l: 2 ha.'l.'d ﬁm!: dD:i.'ﬂ_g ﬂ‘u‘i P;.'i.’dE n:l:d. o k.rl.l::-‘.'-.'
ﬂ'.l.a_. :l'\'i.ng o ]T.I.El]::l: gDGd d'.l.ﬂicl:s oIl OuUr owm dﬂ:En“: -l\.'n'DIL'.:
b'L'I.T. WS Can mEJU: gGDd. d‘]ﬂil::s 'l\-j.ﬂ-.l. GDdES hdp_.a'_‘.ﬁng I_Em

VeV da} o S.hl:ﬁ.'.' us t].'l.!: I:II:Et AN ji=] LI'I‘.'I:.

llelp Them To Serve. You and I bear witmess a.'|:u:|1.1tJn:s'.I.s=
love in what we av and do. Serace 15 love in action. Like
n:'\':r:.—_hing else ].1'1":: we l=arn at home first. Tt1s i.n'Lpnr:ant
to teach lads how to s=rve at home in the famib: This wall pre-

pare them to serve at school, at church and in the commumity:

LOVE IN ACTION

Teaching kads to serve can begin with simple acovites or
projects such as helping to ==t the table before meals, learning
to fold laundry;, participating in chores and helping other fam-
v members with their tazks. Talk to them about the impor-
tance of these simple acts of semace. Celebrate with them wath
z big thank vou or affirmation, letting them know they are
serving with love. In her book Chrst’s Ofject Lessong Ellen G
White shares, “Parent= should teach their children the value
and ﬁght usze of ttme. Teach them that to do sam:ﬂ'ti.ng which
will honor God and bless humanity 1z worth striving for. Fven
in their sardy vears they can be missionanes for God ™

At school, teachers have 3 umique opportunity to put togeth-
er teams to serve. Lhers 15 nothing better than friends helping
and serving together. One opportunity is through the mimstry

Planting a Seed

of song and music. Ellen G. White savs in her book Chrrfion
Sermice, “Students who have learned to sing sweet gospel songs
with melody and distinciness, can do much pood as anping
evangehsts. Thev will ind many opportumtes to uz= the talent
that God has piven them in carmvang melody and sunshine into
many lonely places darkened by sorrow and affichon, singing
to those who zeldom have church praleges.™

The mimstry of song is not only genuwine but powerful. In
my experience, overy time we've taken cloldren singing and
vizted the elderly; they hght up the room. Evervons 1s smiling,
eves are bright and hand: are moving in all dirscoons. Jov!
Simple joy! School teachers, church teachers, let's share this
jov with others.

The best and safest way to serve your community 1= to Invite
the whole family to serve. This could be serang at the focod
bank, cleaming a park near vour church or prepanng back to
school package: for knids in need. Check with the commumity
services department of vour church for ways to imvolve kads in

their projects in a way that 1z fun and =ducatonal

ENGAGED IN CHURCH

My favonte Sabbath at church 1s Children’s Sabbath. Tha=
15 celebrated on the first Sabbath in October across the North
Amencan Drasion. Besources are available for dovnload for
free that include a full program, ideas and ops for celebratng
children in your local church.

Ilove to see little ones at the door greeting us. They proudhy
put the church bulletin in cur hands, saving “Happy Sab-
bash!™ With happy voices and big smilez, deacons and dea-
coneszes In training are ready to serve, paving attention to the
adult leader to guid: them to do a pn:rfn:l:tjc\l:i SGr_T:sus. Thn:"_r
can't wait to serve at church,

The praise team 1= usnally made up of sweet voices, ready
to praise God. They l=ad out singing and imate us to sung with
them. I don’t know about vou, but this = heaven for me! The
sermon is often presented not by one or two but three or more
kid:. The tme and dedication that the Clildren’s Mimstnies
leader= put into this 1z evident. The children speak dearly; read
portions of the Bible and =ven tell stories to make us under-
stand the meszage of the daw

How can cluldren serve at church? Thers are many ways!
Children’s Sabbath 1= just one way to start. For more informa-
tion on this specal day vimt ChildMin.org Can vou provade
even more opportunity and the traiming for children to serve
in church? Children attend church weekly and are often cager
to get imvalved, if onby someone would just imate them.

In the Southwestern Union, our goal 1s to help chaldren
know; love and follow: Jesus. May the Holy Spint guide vou in
making little dizoiples of Jesus! He 1s coming soon! Heaven 1=
waiting! Let’s work together to be ready for it 1]

By Somra Cand. Cand i5 the Cleldren’s Mimeriner Direcior for the
Southreastarn Unon.
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Equipping

Church for Everyone

11 Ways to Engage Your Kids and Families in Ministry

By Alliror Casiller, Arlingion Seventh-doy Adventist Church Cluldren’s Mumistnes Pasior

A= a church, we want our lads to grow in relationships wath Jesus. We want them to kmow that (God loves them and that thers
1z a place for them wittun His family Sometimes 1t is hard to communicate thes= thing= to kids in effecave wayvs. In my exgpe-
nience as an educator and pondpal, and now a= a pastor, ve found the following approache: to be effectve in reaching and
engaging kods and their famibies in mimstr: We want to partner with families iIn a way that acknowledges their evervday lives
while helping them to become more intentional at home and more connected to a commumty of faith. We want every child to

feel loved and secure within the bodyv of Chnost.

| - Creating an Environment

Well-decorated rooms and intentionally-themed programs
are wonderful. Kids feel valued when there 1= 2 umique ema-
ronment that they recopmize 1s for them.

If Vacaznon Bible School (WVBS) 1= the annual evan-
gehstc event for vour chaldren’s mimistry program,
go all out with the whol= church. Make VBS a part
of your corporate worship and don't be afraid o
dizrupt even the platform lock for this special ame.

It'-S grl:at ‘|'\'1'|.C]'.I. I.{.I'ld.E are E.b.l.l: to pa.rlil:ipa.tn: i]'.l. T_ll'.l.l:
El'l:atiﬂn l:}f T_II'.I.ﬂII Ipace. E‘\‘h.l:'.h.:l’ TJ'.I.C'.' Cl'.I.DGSC
CU].DIE= S.I:T.-Llp dESEIDC}m VETSES and '11:]1.'1:5 ar

create E.IT‘l'\.'C}I']'C. IFDI EL‘EP]E.‘.' I.{..1d.5= :ngag:m:nt Zi.'l.'.l.
ﬂ.'l.t process Creates a sense Df &]m@ng

Make 1t Real

People struggle when the things they learn don't have 2
practcal de to their evervday lives. This 1s why 1t 1s =0 1mport-
ant to imvolve kads m what the body of Chnst looks like in

action.

The most J'.m.pnr:ant eImironment We Can creats
in a church is 2 relational one where lads feel Like
:]1:1_.' are 'J:np-:rta.nt and are actrve paru'.c':panm in
what 1_11:3.' J.-_}_?:ri:nc:. Kids can do a_n'_'.ﬂu'ng if

we'll take the ime to train them. Whether it's
r'm.m'ng media, taJung n':'f:u-ing or b:ing a greet-
[ trust'mg kads to use the talents the S_:ﬁr']t has
g‘ltn them has an :i.'l'.l'lpal:t on how t'|1|:1..' see both
the church and God.

b6 RECORD MAGAZINE



Give lods expeniences that allow them to put

themsz=hres In someone elz=’s shoes and z=e

things from other perspectives. Gathering
tovs and Bibles for migrant children or

supplies for the homeless engages lads with

people whom God loves but wath whom they

mmight not otherwize have the chance to interact.

P'I_". I.{.'lﬂE :i.!'.l. r_ha.rg-: l:‘fL l:r:aﬁng '_h:]I OWWTL WoI-

E]'I.]]:l SHpEnInCsE. E: Eﬂ:“:llt. ‘I-D'_'l. may :nd up
'n.'.'l.'_l'.l scmn:ﬂ'ﬁng E-:l.'.l'.l_.__,"l.t‘t::‘_.' -:1.15:1':11: '_I'].E_‘l 'n.'.'hE.T.
‘_-'D'I;'-'-.': -:IGI'.I.: b:;cr:: I:I'I_'I‘I‘. Zi.T. '.\1'.11 I:-: ATl EXpresEon
-:l:’ ‘.‘-'GI"S].']JI.P- Zi.!'.l. '-u'.'].'.l.'i.d'l. TJ'I.E I.-‘.'_Id.E ans :.n:n'_rn:stn:-:ll 3.1'1:]

pn::'sc!na]l}' :.]'l‘«.'l:E:E d

Ask the Right Question

If our primary worry s about “what™ we're teaching
kads, we may be blind to what they are already learming
or missing out on. “How are we teaching them?™ 1s often-
times the more peranent question. What are the things they
should be expenienang that will set them up for how they
will process faith as adult=? If we focus on telling lads the
correct things about Jesus rather than helping to discover
Him themseh-es, there's a good chance that they're going to

1'.".I_:ES e ]:H:i!l'..

Deon't ignore actvity-bazed learming Kids
need 2 ungibl: cxpenence to launch their
understanding. The Bible 15 full of this land
of learming (the sacnficial svstern, Pass-
over, baptism, the Lord’s Supper, etc). For
example, a family-oriented communion or
anointing can be a powerful expenence for

both parents and kads.

Teach lads in 2 way that builds cooncal
thinking. Be intentional in modeling how to
ask questions that lead not just to intellectual
understanding, but al=o to emotional under-
standing and empathy. Remember, the Bible
story 1sn't really over untl kads have the tools to
know what to do with it—untl they are able to
find out how it apphes to their hfe.

]-_:ET.J:ZI o L:;.EI'_'-,- q'.l:iﬁDnE E.'l.'ld ATsWErs hjﬂi TJ.'JJ'_II
AT anNsWETs [0 qL'CE__IGHS '_l'.l:". EI:-.L 3_'1:1 dAnNsWwWeErs

PesTE 1'.'];5 L _:"!'-:i".'id::‘ - D:L".CL'ES '_I'.l: thcught pro-

answer. Help them to grow and be willing to
learn from them.

cesses together Don't just provide the “correct™

Equipping

Partnering with Parents

Most people’s first thought when they begin worlang in
Chuldren’s Ministries 1s probably not, “T'm here to parmer
with parent=!™ But maybe it should be. The reality s that no
one has more influence 1n the bfe of a cluld than a parent.
This 15 part of God’s design and vet it 1= not abways some-
thing that we take into consideraton when we develop our

children’s mimistries strategies.

:sig'n somne of vour '-1.'-:!:'5]1_:_:" experiences to
be :’3.11131_.' onented rather than :ﬂrn;—uE or
age grc:upn:::l. Have lads lead out not -:u:]lj.' m
elements hke prayver and m'_u.:.n:: but also imalve

'_I'ln'_'l.'.".l. m p'.a.rmm.g or d.:].'i.‘-.':!'.i.!lg '_I'.lE meszags

reaanaely

Set up programs so that farmlies can engage
in experiential learmng and comersation

-
and grow together “Messy Church® 1=
a good example of thes tvpe of pro-
gram. At the Athngton Seventh-day
= Adventist Church, “Messy Church™ 15 a
= once-monthly ame when families come

together to enjov being together, making
things together, cating together and cele-
brating God together through His Word, through

!T.I.'.IEiZ 3.1'.|d. '_I'l!'-:l'_lgh Pravern ]:'. :.E a '-\'D!'E]'I.]p:.]'lg

ED!‘HI.'IUJ.'.IJ‘L'}' -:l:’ 3]1 aATSE -:Entl:!':d. on I:I.'.l!'.i.E. g'l.".'.LTlg
_.__,"EDP-].E a -:ha.nr_: to SHpTeEE TJ.'J:]I !'_I':E.:i.'-.'l..__-.' E.Tld.

]'I.E.‘-.': E_'IJ.'] ‘.\'i'l‘l'.n.'l.'l'.l a d'a'.'l.!'-:l'.l. context.

Ask parents about areas
where they are strup-
ghng, where they
need ideas or o g
guidance, and i .
Tesources
that support
themn in their
parentng Journey.
This may be
expert speakers,
bocks and other
medha, or simply

connesing iasm o

Gﬂ'at!’ :"31'.']:1:5 ‘.'\'i.'l‘l'ﬂ.'l'.l
'_I'.l: ZGI‘.I'L!'['].'.I!'.I_:.__-.' '-1.'11-3 can
'-u'.'EJ.I.{ '_I'.lt pa.n:m:ing :'-:nad

together )
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L.esasons rom Little Ones

Youth Encouraged to Share the Gospel from the Pulpit

Out of the mouth of babeas. Last November, for the
very first time, eight voung people ages mne to 18 joined in
a vouth challenge unlike any other n the Oklahoma Con-
ference: a challenge to preach the word of God. This event,
called the “iPreach 4 Him™ challenge, was ive-streamed over
the Oklahoma Conference Facebook page, gaining over 1,000
views. In addinon, several voung people responded by azling
how thew too, could get imvolved in preaching

Oklahoma Conference Youth Director Damel Ortega and
then Olahoma Conference Children's Mimistries Director
Yezemia Ortega, a hushand and wafe team_ felt blown away by
the response. They immediatel: scheduled a second event for
Spanizh-speaking churches that tock place in February 2021.
¥et, thiz me, =ven more youth requested to pet mvolved after
watching the challenge online.

“I had no id=a how many kids were interested in and pas-
sionate about preaching.” said Yesenia. "It was an =y= opener
to see... God 1s worlang in them and we need to provide
preaching opportumties for them ™

The challenge will now be held as a regular event in the
Oklahoma Conference. Each vear there will be two challeng-
es, one in English and one in Spamizh. In the future, the events
will bz held in perzon, if posaible.

“We want to see kids get excited about preaching and about
shaning God's word,” zaid Daniel. “This 15 an opportunity to
empower our voung people. They are learming ahout their
relationship with Chnst #

The inspiration for this event came from Damel and Yese-
miz’s nine-vear-old son, Isaac. One day, without any prompt-
ing, Izaarc approached his parents with a very senious invita-
tion. He announced, “We are going to have a family worship
program and Pm in charge. Pleaze come ™

RECORD MAGAZINE

“We don't typically do an entire service for family worship,”
sa1d Damiel, explaiming that their fammby worship 15 wsually fair-
by simple. Yet, when they gathered together that mght, Isaac
not only prepared a sermon, but he also planned out an open-
Ing song, a scrpture reading and a skt which he performed
with s 12-vear-old brother Benjamin.

This inspired the Ortega farmly. They wanted to see if other
children were also interested in preaching and they wanted
to discover new ways to empower vouth in mimstr: Now,
with two “iPreach 4 Him™ challenges complete, they are even
more enthusiastic about creating oppormunities for this tvpe of
mentorship and discipleship. “We need to be intentional about
mentoring children and helping them through the process ™
said Daniel. “If we are intentional about helping them to suc-
ceed, 1t will help inspire and encourage them to continue ™

The two events garnered particpation from a total of 14
cluldren and teens. Their names, ages and the churches they
represented are histed on the opposite page. The vouth in the
first challenge preached on the parables of Jesus. The youth
in the second challenge preached on encounters with Jesus.
Damel’s oldest son, Benjamin, hosted the events with the help
of ks father In addinon, four Conference and Union pastors
served as judges, gving feedback and encouragement.

Each parncipant recetved an Amazon gift card and the
first, second and third place partcipants received trophies. In
the first event, Isaac, Daniel and Yezemia®s son and one of the
voungest of the participants, earned first place.

“¥ou know what? I was not even thinking that would
happen,” said Yesema “Ttold Isazac, ‘This 1= not ahout win-
ning. It's about participating. At the end of the day; it%s not
a n::i:np::':'-:n. It's about you '.\'3.1.1:'115 to pri:ar_h and follow
what God's asking you to do. Trv not to be disappointed if




Planting a Seed

vou don't win’ And I told Daniel, ‘Please don't be 2 judge!* If
Izaac did win, I didn't want him to feel like he only won be-
cause his father was the judge. I wanted it to be fair I'm really
proud of lum *

“T was land of nervous and exaited at the same time,” said
Isaac. “I talked about how the foclish man bult his house on
the sand and the wise man built s house on the rock.®

In the z=cond event, 18-ve=ar old Marin Arodi Logez
Barnientos zarned first place. “T'm from Hondura: and when
Iwas 12 myv mom taught me 2 lot about the Bible and how to
preach,” said Maran. “So, when I heard that [ had 2 chance
to preach in Oklaboma, T zaid, 'Twant to do1t* God can do
great things with us f we let Him. Thave learned that we must
give Him all our bves in semace to do His work

To build off this event, Daniel and Yesema plan to create
specific preaching and training opportumties for children.
While these 1deas are still in the preliminary planning stages,
the Oklahoma Conference will soon offer even more support
for the mentorship of voung people 1n mumstry:

“We are really maldng 1t an opportunity to minister to the
kad:* said Damiel. “Yes, the lnds are munistening by preach-
mng but, ulamately, by focusing on them and giving them the
attention of something positive that 1s spintual and Biblical in

nature, they are being rmindstered to. @)

LT S N
ATETILLAL TILETS
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iPreach 4 Him Participants

Katia Andino, 17
Bonham Spanish Mission Group (Taxas)

Adam Plank, 17
Thrae Angals Church

Allen Gamas, 11
Tulza Spanish Church

Marvin Arodi Lopez Barrientos, 18
Oklahoma City Central Spanish Church

Daniel Orellana, 15
Threa Angels Church

Ramon Loyo Plata, 13
West Siloam Springs Church

Emmanuel Bartolon, 17
Gamett Spanish Church

Derek Abraham Bello, 10
Midwest City Church

Enddy Devia, 13

Indapendence Spanish Church

Isaac Ortega, 9

Oklahwoma City Cantral Church

Samuel Osorio, 10

Edmond Church

Angel Perez, 9

Indepandence Spanish Church

Abraham Velasquez, 16
Independence Spanish Church

Alex Vasquez, 14
Durant Spanish Church
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Leadership Camp

Mentoring and Empowering Young Leaders in Adventist Schools

By Becky St Clay Record Coninbuting Witer
Proverbs 22:6 1z often quoted in
Sabbath School rooms, parenting
workshops and school atnums: “Start
children off on the way they should
go. and when they are old, they wall
not depart from i1t.” The Southwestern
Union applies this concept intentonally
in their work with voung people.
“We want to train our student leaders
to become as
efficient as __h.:'_'\.'
can be, so they can
share what they
learn and become
not only better
leaders on their
campuses, but also
carry thess qualinies
mto college and hif=
beyvond.” explains
Southwestern
Union Director for
Secondary Educa-
tion Mike Fure
As a hagh school student in the 19705,
Furr attended Leadership Camp, which
today 15 still going strong. Leadership
camp 15 2 weekend-long traiming retreat

for lagh

. y/
n 8 y\t
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school students who are n leadershup
positions in Adventist schools in the
Soutlwestern Union. Many students
who attend Leadershup Camp—=uch
as Furr—later become leaders in the
church, but Furr says it’s important to
note that not all leaders are up front or
carry business cards wath fancy titles

L']'ld.:l' TJ'I.CIi.!' names.

“No matter where they are or what
their occupation may be, chances are
they'll be a leader of some kind * he
explainz. “It may be in a specfic role
at church, on the job, or within their

community, but more often than
not, it means someons
leading qui=tly and
genthy through the
way they lne®
5o what makes
x aleader a good
Chnstan leader,
and how do you
foster those char-
acteristics in voung
people? Furr says
some of the topics
covered at events
like Leader-
ship Camp ar=
Listeming, service,

a close relatonship with God, followang
the examples of other successful leaders
and being willing to put in the work to
get things done. But they also sove to
be those sxamples.
“We az leaders want toleadin a
way that makes others want to follow
in our footsteps,” Furr notes. "4 good
Christian leader is someone who can
:':Tn::h'.'cl}' poant
people in the nght
directionin a
Chrst-like manner,
with 2 willingness
to serve.”

Furr also
emphasizes that
today's voung
people are not only
tormorrow’s leaders;
thev're todav's
leaders, too.

In her book
Gospel Workers, Ellen

. White wrote: “In order that the
work mav go forward in all it branches,
God calls for vouthful vagor, zeal, and
courage.” In her book Merrager io Young
Feople she said, “Preachers, or [layper-
sonz] advanced in years, cannot have
one-half the influence upon the voung
people that the vouth...can have upon
their assooates.™

“We should not just allow our vouth
to lead, but encourage them to do =0,
Furr states. *We as current leaders need
to become ‘guides by the aide, rather
than sapes on the stages.” We must be
willing to serve and support. pointing
others to Jesus all the while. Becanse He,
the ultimate leader, bved to serve. And
o should we.™ ()




Vegan Vanilla Spelt Donuts

Quick and Fun Treats That the Whole Family Can Bake and Enjoy Together

Reczpe and plotos by Achley Meltlle of BlissfulBasl com

-.L_]'I.l: it VEZan ‘.'3.1.'.!.1.113. E]}d: d.D]'I.'L'IE DE:T
a dﬂ]'__:':'l_'E dDE: Gf -:h.:l:!'}.' :‘-'I;]'I. o morn-
ng ::1.1'.111'.1:15' R.cqunng_iu_»: 3':‘ :11.1‘.1'11;:::» Gf
:I!'ﬂ:_. TJ'I.CS.C I:EL.::I -ﬂcn'_r_ﬁ come T.-:lgt'l‘.ht!’
i a H_TI.S.I.']. S'J.P-:I SDET.: ﬂLl:-F'. 3.1'.|:] pring-v
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kles. Serves 12!

2 cups spelt flour or all-purpose flour
1 ¥z teaspoons baking powder

| tezspoon baking zoda

/4 teaspoon fine sea salt

%% cup plant-baszed mlk

'tz cup organic cane sugar

¥ cup expeller-pressed grapesesd ol

2 teaspoons apple ader vinegar
Glaze + Topping

? cups powdered sugar, more if
needed to thicken

4 tablespoons plant-based malk
more or les: 2z needed

Wegan sprinkles

INSTRUCTIONS

l. Prcheat the oven to 350F. Lightly
grease two small (or one large]
donut ray=.

2. Inalarge miang bowl, whsk
together the spelt flour, baking
powder, baking soda and salt. Add
the milk, sugar, oil, vamlla, and
vinegar and stir untl incorporated.
Do not over-mix.

3. Spoon or pipe the batter evenly
mnto the prepared donut trays,
gently smoothing as vou go.

A, Bakefor 13 to 17 munute=s, or untl
golden, a toothpick inserted into
one of the donuts comes out clean

and the ides of the donuts begin
to pull away from the pan. My
oven bakes theze in 15 minutes
Haz

5. Let cool for 5 minutes in pans.
Meanwhile, place a sheet of parch-
ment paper under a wire cocling
rack Carefully remove the donuts
from the pans and transfer to the
coching rack.

6. Cool completel: When the donuts
are nearly cool, prepare the glaze.

7. In a medium shallow mixng bowl,
winzk together the powdered sugar
and milk unal desired consisten-
oy 1= reached. Important: Start
by adding 2 tablespoons of the
mulk and work vour way up from
there one tablespoon at 2 ame
untl a very thick but pourahble
glaze consistency 1z reached. The
total amount of milk needed wall
depend on a vanety of factors,
J'n-ﬂuding the S.P-:r_:_:.l: tipe of plant—
bazed milk vou use as well as the
h'l:ni:ﬂit:.' level in the aix

8. Omneat a ime, dip the top of =ach
donut into the glaze Note: If yvou
find that vour glaze 1= too thin,
wiizk in more powdered sugar
unil desired thickness 1z reached.
If vou find that it's too thick, wiisk
m more milk untl the desired thin-
ness 1s reached.

9. Transfer to the cooling rack and
generously top with spnnkles.
Repeat

ID. Allow the glaze to set completels
befors moving.

Il. S5tore in an airtight container at
room temperature for up to three

Fend more delicious vegen and segetarian
recther af BlissfulBenl com.
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Little Readers

A Fascinating
Flickering

hen I+was nine vears old, my  her so quckh?® How was she so calm moved,’ says the Lord, who has compas-
mom told me to not play in this sitnation when I was completely sion on you.”’
with or blow out the candle fr:aJc.ing out!? Mo matter what mustakes we maJu::
that sat in the mmddle of our house. I Thiz was one of the first tmes [ start-  we know that God’s love will always be
loved being the one who got to light the ed to understand what God’s love was abundant! He will be there ready to for-
candle with a match or ighter becanse really like, through my mom. The love give us and help us dean up our messes.
it made me feel bke 2 prown-up. But she showed me went beyond amyvthing I
one Saturday afternoon, as mom was could comprehend. By Zack Postfumus, Record Dengner
going to take 2 nap, she told me not to Isaizh 34:10 sayvs, "““Though the
mess with that candle! mountains be shaken and the halls be re-
I agreed, but when she went to lay moved, vet my unfailing

d.l2|1r'.'.|'.l.= I tl|_:| tﬂ:d over to '.h: T.E.bll: ‘|\.'1'.|.C1': 1{“\.": F-DI Vol '-.*.'ill not

T.hl: I:E.I'.I.d.l.l: wWas E:i.ﬁ‘.'ing: H&Ekl:l'i.ng awan bl: E].'I.E.ll'iﬂ'.l. nor

The magmficent glow of the flame my cove-
was o captvanng At first [ was just nant of
admiring the vi=w; but then I thought, peacs
“Wavbe I should bloww 1t out ™ Ay be re-

thinking was, “If I'm not going to be
mDn.'Itun'ng it: then 1t prnbably shouldn't
keep burning * So [ inhaled the biggest
amount of air I pos=ibly could and blew

out the candle. “AHHHHHHH!" 1

screamed. The hot wax from the candle

had splattered all over my face. I was o
scared. Panicked, I ran to my mom's
room coang, [ woke her up scream-

mng and crying: I could feel the
wax hardeming on my slan!
She calmly got up and we
rushed to the bathroom,
where she washed off myv
face. She had tried to tell me
not to play with the candles.
But I didn’s listen—T did
it amyway Ilocked at her
repentantly and said, “I'm =0
o zorre”
Even though I dizobeyved
her, my mom was calm.
She showed me love and
forgave me. How was it so
easy for her to forgive me

even though I disobeyed
12 RECORD MAGAZINE



July Events

Southwestern Happenings

August Eventas

June 27-July 2

Arkansas-Louisiana

Conference: Tween Camp,

Camp Yorktown Bay,
Mountzin Pine, Ark.
DCraig@arklac.org

A-5

IndEPﬂJdEI:I.EE DE.'}-'

HD].i'EI.E.}": Cﬂl’]fﬂ'ﬂ'll:t and
T__nian DE.CCS dus:d.

4-9
Arkansas-Lonisiana
Conference: Teen Camp,
Camp Yorktown Bay,
Mountain Pine, Ark.
DCrag@arklac.org

9-17

Oklahoma Conference:
Camp Meeting, Wewoka
Wood: Adventist Center
OkAdventist.org!

campmeeting

11-16

AIIEHJIEES—LUIJiSiEDE
G EIIIfEI.‘ﬂ:I.EE: Famﬂ\'

Ca.mp= Ca:n_:\ Yorktown Ea.j.;

Mountain Pine, Asle.
DCraigifarklac.org

25-25

Oklahoma Conference:
Spamsh Camp Meeting,
Wewoka Wood: Adventst
Center

D]-:Advenﬁst.nrg

2-5

Southwestern Union:

For more events and information,
visit SouthwesternAdventist.org.

Teacher’s Comvention,
Eound Rock, Tex.

EAmparan@swuc.org
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Snuthwestarn Union News

New Executive Secretary

Southwest Region Conference’s Stephen Brooks Joins Union

1"

BURLESON, TEX.— O April 275 Staphen

Brooks, formerly the sxecutive secretary

for the Southwest Region Conference.
was elected to serve as execufive sec-
retary and public affairs and relipious
liberty director at the 51* Consatuency
Session of Southwestern Union.

“It's truly an honor to be chosen to
serve the Lord in the Southwestern
Union in this capaarny; and I'm humbled
to take on this role under God's gmd-
ance and direction. I lock forward to
working with the Southwestern Union

E.I'.ld. CONIETETICES 35 Wi WoTkK :DEE'J.'.I.:I

to finish the work that the Lord has ==t
before us. I thank those who have come
before us, who have laid the groundwork
for where we are today mn this mimstry™
savs Brooks. Brocks shared his grantuds=
for the work of his predecessor, Buford
Gnfath, Jr. as he takes on this new role.

Broolks was born in Spong Valley,
NY. and raized in Anderson, 5.C_A=a
voung man, God gave lim opportumtes
to become a leader in his local church
as a vouth and voung adult, zering
in nearly every position of the local
church, including Adventist Youth lead-
er. deputy Pathfinder director, Sabbath
School teacher, personal ministries lead-
er, treasurer, deacon and elder He has
al=o served as an officer for the Youth
Federation. At the age of 25, he became
the youngest first elder in the South
Atlantic Conference at that time. He
holds 2 master’s degree in business from
Western Governors Unrversity and an
undergraduate degree n relimon from
Southern Adventst University; having
spent three vears at Oakwood Adventist
Unrversity:

Brocks pastored numerons churches

fv:r T.ht SGL'I'.]'l ;Lﬂ.a.‘lﬁ.: 3.'!.'1:] TJ'I.C _—I".ll.tgh:]'l:-.'

West Conferences, and served as the
vouth director for the South Atlanac
Conference.

Brooks semved the Southwest Region
a= pastor of the Tenth Soeet Sev-
enth-day Advendst Church in Okla-
homa City, Okla. (mow Voice of Hope
Seventh-day Adventist Church) before
being named Southwest Regmon Confer-
ence Executive Secretary in 20135

As a pastor, he has been imohved
in commumty;, cvic and municipal
organizations with the intent of im-
proving the commumity; sermang on the
Interdenominanonal Mimsters Alhances
in most cities in which he has pastored.
He has s=rved as a member of a County
Chamber of Commerce Commuittee. In
2012, Brocks was recogmzed by both
the Oldahoma City and the Tulza Inter-
denominational Mimsters Alhance.

Brooks" adult children includ= Eliot
and Bachel, and hiz late daughter
Stephame. He has four grandchildren.
Brooks 1= marned to Kennena and they
rezside in Dlesoto, Tex

- By Jessica Logenn, Edvsr

WM and Ministerial Spouses

Edna Leticia Craig Joins Southwestern Union

BURLESOM, TEX. — Edn= Leticia Craig is the
new director for women's mimstnies and
mimstenial spouses. Craig holds 2 mas-
ter’s degree in eardy chuldhood =ducation
from the Universidad de Montemorelos.
She was 2 teacher and pediatric case
manager in Cabifornia before semang as
the Texas Conference vouth department
administrative assistant an 2000.

In 2009, she became the admims-
trative assistant for accounts pavable,
treasury and risk management. In 2011,
she added the posifion of director of
mimsterial spouses.

RECORD MAGAZINE

Craig assisted In women's mimsioies
events in Texas, including annual En-
glizh and Spamizh retreats. "1 pray that
we will be able to minister to women in
urique and creative wayvs. I look forward
to collaborattng with the conference
mmimsterial spouses’ team in order to
support them in their important role,”
says Craig

She 1z marned to Caros Craig and
they reside in Cleburne, Tex They have
three adult children, Danette, David and
Daphne. and thres grandchildren.
——— By Jermen Fogons, Eduor




Southwestern Union News

VP tor Multicultural Ministries

Osvaldo Rigacci Joins Union From Texas Conference

BURLESON, TEX — At the 51= Constituency
Session held Apnl 25, Osvaldo Bagaca
was elected to serve the Southnwestern

Umnion as vice president for multeul-
tural ministmes. He served as the vice

president for Hizpanic mimistries and
Hizspanic evangelism in the Texas Con-
ference since 2019 and director of those
departments since 2011.

Rigacci shared that he 1z humbled by
this opportunity and that he wall con-
tinue to serve God at the Southwestern

L-!'.L'i.ﬂl'.l ‘.'\-']'I‘_h :]'L'_h.UEiE.E!'l'.I. 3_‘1I:|. d:d_:!'_aﬁ.ﬂn.

He 15 commtted to :cntm'_L::ng the Ay

contributions of his predecessor, Eduar-
do Canales.

He locks forward to worling with the
Southwestern Union administration and
the leadershup of its fve conferences
under the Lord’s direcion and wisdom
in order to increass and expand God's
kingdom, not only for growth and
improvement, but to fimish our commmis-
sion and to be ready for Jesus’ second
comung

Bipaco graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in theology from the Universidad
Adventsta del Plata in Argentina. He
pastored several muln-church distmces in
Argentina_ helped plant several churches
and baptized more than 500 indiaduals.
In 1988, Rigaca joined the Texas Con-
ference, pastoning in Medllen, Diallas,
Garland and Keene. He continwed to
plant churches, mentor new pastors and
baptize several hundred members befor=
being called to conference leadership.

Ripacci will complete his master’s in
pastoral mimstry from Andrews Uni-
versity 1n Aungust 2021, He 1s married
to Monica and they have two adult
children, Fernando and Anmella, and
=x grandchildren.

By Jessica Logana, Editor

VP tor Church Ministries

Tony Anobile Jomns Southwestern Union from NAD

BURLESON, TEX. - Tonyv Anchile, moszt
recently vice president for the North
Amencan Drasion (INADY, is the new
vice president for church mimstries.

“I'm humbled and honored to serve
the Southwestern Umon, 1ts conferences
and members. I'm locking forward to
partmening with our conferences and
leader=lup to fulfill the gospel commis-
sion. It's all about kangdom growth. The
way It's going to get done 1s to work
together and I'm excited ahout the pos-
sibility:™ savs Anohil=

Anchile joined the NAD in 2018,
serving in the area of multhngual minis-
tries. Prior to his appointment there, he
served as a vice president for the Pacific
Union and as president of the Anzona
Conference.

He graduated with a bachelor’
degree in theology from the Universidad
de Montemorelos in 1986. He jomned
the Southern Califorma Conference

working as a pastor, vouth and voung
adult director, pathfinder director and
assistant to the president. Anchale
earned hus master’s degree in religion
from Loma Linda University in 19935,
He joined the Anzona Conference in
2003 as itz vouth and family ministries
director and executive secretary before
accepting the role of president in 2008.
A= a vouth and voung adult director,
Anghbile says it was iz paszion to bong
SVETV VOUNZ Person into a saving rela-
tionship with Jesus Chrst. As a pastor,
it was his desire to have every member
imvolved In active ministry; and as an
adrmimistrator it has been hiz mizsion to
have every entity of the dnasion/umon./
conference imohed in three specic
areaz: bringing new members into the
church through evangelism, keeping
members in the church through Chrs-
tian nurture, and keeping members
healthy and actve through mohement

in church and school. He also believes
passionately in evangshsm having con-
ducted senies in many countries as well
az at home m North Amernica.

Anchile 1= marned to Liza and they
have three children, Tony, Aunanna and
Andrew:

By Fessico Logang, Eduor
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Southwestern Union News

Pathfinder Camporee

Register Now for the Union-wide Camporee, Oct. 28-3

BURLESOM, TEX. — The 2021 Pathfind=r
Camporee is taking place at Lone Star
Camp in Athens, Tex, on Oct. 28-31,
2021. Manv have been eagerly waiting
to sec if the campores would take place
thiz vear. While the Union had planned
for thiz camporee to t2ke place in Apnl
of thiz vear at Lone Star Camp, the
decizion was made to postpone the event
due to the ongomg COVID-19 pandem-
ic. As things began to change and slowly
open, we praved, azking the Lord for
guidance as we planned for a new date.
Wk are so excited that we will be able
to host the Union-wide campores in 1ts
onipnally planned location this Octo-
ber

I want every Pathfinder to know that
it's their time to shine for Jesus Chnst,
it's their ime to stand up for what 1=

right, it's their tme to give Bible studies,

16 RECORD MAGAZINE

it's their time to live for God! Our theme
for this Camporee 1s: It's My Time.

The registration 1s now open and you
can go to SWUCamporee.org to register
vour club. There, vou will ind the
cost of regular registration for 333 per
camper untl Sept. 16, 2021, After that
date, the price will go up to 570. Have
vour Pathfinder Club director register
vour club and purchase the tickets now
to zave money:

We are planning 2 dvnamic worzhip
expenence that all five of our confer-
ences can taks a part in, from snging to
drama presentabion, to sermonettes ':r:.'
Pathfinders! Also, many honors are be-
ing planned and placed in the program.
There will also be special event acow-
1aes, such as horseback nding, 2 hupe
obstacle course and =o much more that
vou will not want to miss.

What should vou boing to campo-
ree? You know vou must bring a tent,
and vou can’t put up the tent unless
vou bring vourself! We want vour club
to register night away. The first 500
Pathfinders who regster wall recenve 2
free pin.

Pleaze note that we are following the
local and CDC healtheare guidelines for
the state of Texas. We are planning 2
state-oi-the-art nurse station. We believe
in keeping our children safe and healthy,
and we are doing evervthing to be as
safe as poszible.

Get ready, get ready;, get ready for the
It's My Time Camporee! Begister to-
day—1I hope to s== all of our Pathfinders
very soon to worship and learn together!

H:

Young Adult Youth Dhrector

o
ks
wr C. Moody




'The Success Closet

Union, SWAU and ACS Par

KEEME, TEX. — Interiews are hard. [

remember myv first mteraew, and 1t

was ternifiing. My palms were sweaty,
my voice was shaky and my he

pounding in my chest. First-oime inter-

TwWas

views can be nerve wracking: there are
many things to be worned about, but
occupation-approprate athre should not
be one of them. Ths 15 why Southwest-
ern Adventist University (SWAL, the
Southwestern Umon, our local confer-
ences, and Adventist Community Ser-
vices (ACS) have partnersd together to
launch “The Succezs Clozet” at SWAL,
with the mission of providing voung
professionals in need the wardrobe to
dress for success.

Wz zaw a need at SWAL wath many
of our students not having the financial
== professional attire
for nteraews or for their first jobs.

Then we began to realize that this need
was not only lirmted to our campus, but

resgurces bo

the need exists In our local commumity:
“The Success Cloz=t™ will be open
Sept. 20-23, 2021, which 1s the week

Just prior to SWALT: Annual Path Expo
Career Fair “The Success Closet™ wall
be open to SWAT students, local com-
munity collepe students and the commnu-
mty. Intenim President Ana Patterson 1=
excited about this new initative.

“Having access to professional athire
provides 2 voung adult with the confi-
dence they need to pursue new carzer
opportumites. We are locking forward wo
hosting ‘“The Success Cloz=t’ on campus
and belisve that this inifative serves naot
onlyv the needs of our students but also
our extended community” zavs Patter-
sorL

“The Success Clozet” 1= not a privats
imitiative; numerous local entifies are
teaming up to make this 2 community
project. Helis Moody: vouth and voung
adult director for the Southwestern
Union, shares his enthusiazm and sup-
port of the project: “The yvoung adult
department is encouraging all who are
able to pardopate to do so! It's exaang
to see that a plan has been put in place
to support voung adults gething ready

Southwestern Union News

tner to Assist Students

]

for life outside of the umversity s=t-
1:I|Ilg.=

Marshall G—cinzal:s: director of Texas
ACS zays, “Our goal at Texas Adventist
Community Services 1= to follow Jesus by
being in the community and providing
for thos= who are in need. This imtiative
ha: been 2 God-inspired dream of min=
for zome time, and I am glad to se= 1t
come to frnition ™

Adventist Community Services is
currently accepting donations of new
or hke-n=w profezsonal dothing for
“The Success Clozet.” Speafically theyv
are collecting dress slacks, dress shirts,
professional blouses, men's and women's
blazers, suits and dress shoss.

All are 1mated to partcipate in this
ministr:.' and can mail donations to: PO.
Box 33, Keene, Tex., 76039, or send
packapes to Southwestern Adventist
University to the attention of Austen
Fowell az 100 West Hillerest Stre=t.
Ke=ne, Tex, 760549,

By Austen Powell
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Southwestern Adventist University News

Giving More

A Young Alum’s Success Story

KEEME, TEX. - The average financial advi-
sor is 56 years old. Tony Seery, South-
western Adventist University (SWALT)
grad and a financial advisor with his
own Edward Jones Investment office, is
in his 20s. His experience at SWALU not
U-t.ll:. [Jll.!'l}ilh.'l_.l. him for success, but also
solidified his faith in God. Now, Seery
gives back wo the university both finan-
cially and with hiz time as a member of
the SWAL alumni board.

“T accepted the position because 1
wanl people my age o understand what
SWAU is doing and why they should be
involved,” Seery says. “1 want to give
back in any way I can because T love this
school.”

As a third-generation SWALU alum-
nus, Seery g_'r.'ldu;t!t'd in 2015 with a
Bachelor of Business Administration
and a concentration in finance. Though
he started his studies at community
college and was offered a full nde at
Texas Christian 1.':1l\111'5il}', he chose o
complete his degrees at SWALL

“I could have gotten an education
elsewhere,” he admits, “but 1 don’t know
if’ there’s any better place in the world
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I could have decpened my relatonship
with God.”

In addivon o finding spiritual men-
tors, Scery says the variety of people
who taught his classes really gave him a
broad perspective for his future. It was
his Profiles of E.tJLJ't:pl'l:t]uurﬁ!L'lp course
that was not only his favorite, but that
also led Seery wo his current job.

One of the presenters that year was
an Edward Jones linancial advisor whao
talked about a training program they
olfered for seniors in college. Though
v staved behind to
The following vear,

he was a junior, Seer

talk to her about i,
she referred him o the home office wo
hecome a inancal advisor.

“To be successiul in s line of work,
vou have to have resiliency, determina-
tion and good work ethie,” Seery says.
“That, among other reasons, makes me
so glad o have chosen SWALU for my
education, because it was there that |
learned and enhanced all of those things
in myself. .. With the support of the peo-
ple of SWALL success is not only likely,
but probable.”

This 15 why Seery gives o SWALL

Not only has he contributed 1o specific
projects and to students who needed an
exitra boost in their inances to get them
o graduation, but he has also given
woward the general Southwestern Fund.
In addition, Seery has recently started
eIy i.ll_!.{ on the SWAL alumni board.

“When I think about what I've heen
given, it's God who's given me every-
thing,” he savs. “T hope to continue to
give more throughout my life, because 1
want to have a positive impact wherever
I can.™

Seery sees himsell giving more not
only nandally, but also of his tme. He
hopes w eventually serve on the Board
of Trustees and perhaps teach a inance
class or two atl some point.

“l_iunl want to do more,™ he SYE,
“I WL Loy ensure monre J.R"Ul)lt.' il
LNl :l]'l.li.l'l.l.“' tor have ||::H' SAITIE t'xrﬂ"]it“l'l{""
el h‘l.\l.‘ﬁ.l_: s l (LIIE].. l h“'t' ll:]l' l"'ﬁll']l!"l'.‘i.;
Iove the leadership and L want to see
it be even better than when Twasa
stuclent. That’s what giving to SWALT 15
to me=dloing what | can to make a great
thing evien better.”

By Bedky S5 Cler



NEEME, TEX. = Girowing up immersed in
the small, college-tonm hife of Keene,
Deanna Camacho felt comfortable
in her chowce to attend Southwestern
Adventist University (SWALT), Afier all,
that’s what her friends were dning, Yoet, it
would take a category five hurricane in
a different country for her to realize that
SWAL was more than just a comfort-
able choice, For Camacho, the decision
to study at SWAL was an active choice
to follow God's calling in her life,

Spending the rest of her childhood in
Keene made the town a familiar home,
When it came time to attend college,
she followed her friends and decided w
stay local, pursuing a nursing degree at
SWAL in 2013, At the time, all Camas-
cho cared about was “having fun and
living the college life.”

Yet, after a fow semesters, things
didn't feel right to Camacho. At that
time, she believed it was in her best
imterest to live in Puerto Rico with her
grandfather and continue to pursuc her
nursing education there.

Litile did she realize, a move to Puerto
Rico could not have come at a more

dangerous time. In 2017, Hurricane
Maria hit Puerto Rico, destroving the
island and leaving Camacho, along with
many others, heartbroken. *T wouldn't
have lived if it wasn't for God's protec-
tion,” she says.

Southwestern Adventist University News

Missions 1n the Midst of A Storm

Pursuing God’s Calling While Navigating Life

e to the unfortunate storm,
Camacho moved back to Keene in 2008
and felt she needed to change her path
n lite, Returning to SWALL Camacho
knew she wanted things to be different,
This time, she chose to come back for
herself, starding a new degree in Ra-
dio-TV-Film. Coming back, she says,
“If God wasn't in control of my life, I
wouldn’t be where T am today.™

Camacho also got involved with and
got to know the members of Spiritual
Life and Development (SLAD), where
she learned more about what it means
to be a student missionary.

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic,
Camacho felt that God was calling her
overseas to be a student missionary.
Camacho graduated from Southwestern
Adventist University in August of 2020
with her Bachelor of Science degree in
Communications with an emphasis in
Radio-TV-Film. Soon after, Camacho
packed her bags and left w follow God's
calling in Korea where she currentdy
teaches kindergarten.

Most, if not all, of her students do
not come {rom a 51:'!.'1:1!1]1-{1uy Adventist
home. “Being able to teach them about
God means the world w me and them
wanting to know more keeps me going,”
she states.

Through this experience, Camacho
has been able 1o gain a strong rela-

tionship with God and a better under-
standing of the workplace, and how to
connect and network with people,

When Camacho returns, she plans
to use the knowledge and passion she
has gainr‘d as a student misﬁinnm'}' to
work hard and serve her community and
hopefully one day own a film studio of
her own,

Going through a major storm and
learning to pursue God has put much in
perspective for Camacho. She has seen
God moving in her life as she stepped
out of her comfort zone and will contin-
ue to lean on Him,

To learn about how SWALT integrates
service across the learning experience,
visit SWALLcdu/slad.

By Raitlyn Lively
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Speak Wisely

Plant Words for the Future

\_.\T:\rd:. are powerful! If vou don't believe it, remember what the Bible savs: “By the word of the Lord the heavens were

" ¥ made and by the breath of Hiz mouth all their hast. For He spoke, and 1t was done, He commanded, and it stood fast
Psalm 335:6, 9 WASE!. Indeed, words are signmificant. Words have moved nations to war. Words have comforted in fimes of loss
and words have shaped the hearts of men and women for centunes.

And it 15 the power of words that become a szed in the hearts and minds of children. These words can sither be for good or
bad. One’s choice of words and their tone will often shape the viewpoint and character of a child.

My grandfather was a great modeler of words. Words of encouragement. Word: of kandness. Word: of Jesus. Especially Jesus!
He would often speak of the loveliness of Jesus. He would relate the stones of the Bible in such vivad words that I could imagine
what it was as if Thad been there.

Grandpa was never afraid to speak words that would cavse vou to think and ask gquestions. And when vou would ask ques-
tions, he rarely would zive vou an answer; instead he would ask, *“What would Jesus do?™ And then we would lock up Bible vers-
es and discover the answer from the Bible. Whale it 15 true that many young cluldren
growing up want to be a doctor, fireman or policeman, my grandfather made such an
impression on me that I heard the call to mnistry at a very young age.

As a young mumster, he gave me much encouragement through his words and hus
acoons. He reminded me not to be worned about my vouth, but keep looking to
Jesu= and keep following Him! Great counsel!

His words not only affected me but have been passed on to myv sons and many
other voung folk along the way: I am enjoving in others what grandpa saw in me long
ago.

The words of Panl to Timothy stll make sense today: “Don’t let amvone think less
of vou because you are voung. Be an example to all believers in what vou say; in the
way vou bve, in vour love, vour faith and vour punty!™ Timothy 4:12 (NLT ).

May vou alzo plant words of Jesus that waill sping up in the bves of young folk,
that will become the motivation to serve the Master for life.

By Ruchard C. Dige, Sr Prestdent
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HAMMAND, LA - 2. fissing out on camp
mesang last vear because of the
COVID-19 gmdelines, we have contoin-

ued to meet “virtually™ as much as poza-

ble. but mamy have mm=sed the In-perzon
mteraction. Once the governor lifted the
restrictions on relimious group meeangs
and we lmew we could have 100 percent
capacity in attendance. the Conference
officers decided to move forward. Our
South Lomsiana Camp Meetng in
mud-Apnl was about to happen. Tt was 2
wonderful I:u.ll:s.slmg to be b:}g:ﬂ'u:r ag-cl.'m
at the Conference Convention Center in
Hammeond, La

Although it poured down rain for
several davs leading up to and dunng
the event, complicating preparations
and leaving things very sogey; we had an
incredible turnout. We even had a brave
couple that set up their tent and camped
on the grounds. There were nearly 300
guests counted 1n all and espeaally en-
thusia=tic were the voung people.

The voung peoples’ tents wers sur-
rounded by 2 moat, due to the rains.
Henwever, wooden palle=ts left beland
from recent supplies for our disaster
relief team in that area were recyeled to
make a SGDtbﬁdg: from the g‘ra\':ln:d lot
through the “swamps.™

Dawvid Craig, Arkanzas-Towiziana
Conference vouth director, had a tent
full of youth/voung adults who were
excited to be imvohred. Jovce Foriner,

Go, Grow and Multiply

An Incredible Time

at South Louisiana Camp l\I{t{’:ting

T

Arkanzas-Tomsiana Conference chal-
dren’s mimstries coordinator; led out in
the Pnmary and Jumor tent, under the
theme “Where 15 Grace™ Retired pastor
Dion Fortner showed up dressed as
Je=us to help answer that queston. The
Kindergarten tent showcased “Under
the Sea” with the puidance of Begna
Wilzon and volunteers of Baton Rouge.
Later as the hittle ones locked up to z=e
seahorses and stngrayvs and other fizhy
things in the “waters” overhead, they
decorated their VErY owm boats in which
th:}' sat and histened to lessons and =ven
did exercises.

The gverall theme of camp meeting
was “(Go, Grow and Muloph:™ Sounth-
western Union Vice President [now Tex-
as Conference President) Elton DelMdor-
acs [pictured above, night! was the guest
speaker, and the Holv Spint empowered
him wath a timely call to action as we
individually and corporately responded
to the Lord’s commission and call to our
hearts!

We were blessed by the actions of the
Baton Bouge Pathfinders who, under
Debbie Decker's direction, organized
sack lunches for Sabbath afternoon at
a ime when regulations kept us from
making vze of full-fledged cooking and
serving fachitie:. It was a simple meal,
but svervone was fed.

After lunch, DeMoraes again partic-
ipated in the ordination of one of our

voung pastors, Michasl Cerda, currently
with Zachary and Baton Rouge Sev-
enth-day Advenast churches. Through-
out the meetings we were bleszed by the
musical lents of many members, In
partcular Liz Mendoza, who provid-

ed special music. We had 2 couple of

special numbers from Bichard Dive, and
Marjone Belizaire gramously played the
piano for the group singing. We finizhed
the afternoon wath a concert, “A Lowm-
anz Homecoming ™ pulling together the
talent of many from the vanous church-
ez Notable were the children from

New Ibenia, who never fail to provide a

couple of songs for our Lowisiana camp
meetng. EJ. Collins, pastor, was able to
join us toward the end and give us a few
zongs on the planc.

We were introduced to two of our
new pastors, Jerson Sical and Hills
Jeffries 101, who have recendy joined the
team In Lowsiana. Jonathan Escobar,
who was unable to attend, iz new to
Hammond. We want to express our
gratitnde to all who helped make thas
camp meeting a success, especially those
who worked behind the scenes. [t was
& jovous occazion. We know we wall all
be able to come= tugl:th:r as 3 great I::i.g
famﬂ}' up-:}n_]-l:sus." return, but we are
ha_:ipﬂl.' we were able to mest one= again
in South Lowiziana.

By Frances Alcorn
Commurcation Devector
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Showing Appreciation

Pathfinders Provide Gift Bags to Local Shernft's Office

MOUNTAIN VIEW, ARK. - The Mlounsain View
Pathfinders" most recent community se1-
vice project was to show thelr apprecia-
tion to the Stone County Shenff's Office
in Arkansaz. Pathfinders first flled pft
bags full of snacks and dnnk=. T]'u:j.'
included cards wath an encouraging note
and Bihle verze that were signed by zach
of the Pathfinders. Then the mift bags

were carried to all the County d:put'u:E
in the Shentfs office.

Chief Deputy Dammon McGilton
welcomed the vimt, noting that most
days he and hiz staff need snacks on

P

hand m their vehiclez. In fact, just the
dayv before, he worked a verv long shuft
without the opportunity to stop and eat
for twelve hours. He sighed, “Twash 1
had one of these bags vesterday: I could
have really used 1.

McGilton then gave an unexpected
tour around the department and certain
portions of the jail. He spoke about the
importance of making wise cholces as
a voung person and hiz life as a deputy:
Pathfinders also met other personnel of
the department and investigators from
the state police.

I Send You!

Women’s Ministries Sabbath in Heber Springs

HEBER SPRINGS, ABK.- The Heber Springs
Seventh-day Advennst Church celebras-
ed Women's Mimstnes Sabbath wath the
theme “T Send You!™ Jenmifer Graham
l=d the sermace, shanng spintnal inaghts
that God had given her It was an uplift-
ing Sabbath as she led the congregation
in stories of women in the Bible. Despate
the chans going on in the world wath the
pandemic, God’s workers are forming
ahead wath plans to share the gospel

and the pood news of our Savior’s soon
return.

By Fudrith Newion
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Moz=t of the Mountain View Path-
finders have close relatives or foends
who previoushy served as deputes in
thiz same department and are aware of
zome of the -:'ha.“:ngi:s of law enforce-

ment. L:}ng hnurs: ].E.LI{ C}f fDDd a.nd

dnnk and difficult sitnations can really
take a toll. Pathfinders wanted to show
their pratefiulness for their incredible ser-
vice to the Em‘nmunit:.'. This :um:n'mi:y
service project turned into a2 memorable
expenience and the Pathfinder: lock
forward to doing thiz project again.

By Esther M. Diaes
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From COVID to Converts

New Orl

NEW ORLEAKS - It +vas Mlarch 2020, We

were less than four months away from

evangelisic meetings at New Chrlzans
First Seventh-day Advenast Church
when I scheduled a board meeting in
preparagon for the meetings. However,
the COVID-19 pandemic was beginning
to shut things down and both the church
board and the church at large were not
comfortable wisiting anvone dunng this
time. We knew God wanted us to have
thas mecting, but 1t didn’t seem 1t wiould
happen anvtme soon.

Fast forward to 2021 and the pandem-
ic showed no sign of slowing; however,
talk of 2 vacdne was in the air and
we began to be more optimistic about
holding the mecting=. We began to pray
in carnest again, and decded to move
forward. Bible workers arrived and be-
gan their work in earnest. They worked
hard wath their masks on their faces as
they met people, studied with them and
immated them to become followers of
Chnst. The evangehst for the meetings.
Alfred Miller, arrived and the meetings
started. Church members were imiting
friends, family members and coworkers:
indinaduals wha were studving with and
who were thinlang of joiming the church
themselves were imiting and bringing
friends and family members to the
mee=tngs. We prayed while we took tem-
peratures; we prayed while we offered
masks to those who weres coming; we

‘ans First Church Baptizes 25

had potlucks and went into the neigh-
borhoods for praver walks and to pass
out hiterature. We were on 2 mission and
COVID-19 could not stop the forward
march of God's work.

A= the meetng progressed, what
seemed hke an imposaibility was now 2
reality: As we approached the last Sab-
bath of the :nn:cﬁngs: the focus shifted to
the people who were to be baptized.

On Apnl 17, 2021, Miller preached
hiz final sermon. As he preached, hearts
were touched. commitments wers mads
and 18 people were baptzed, four
people joined the church on profession
of faith and several more indicated an
mnterest in studyving the Bible for future
bapt=m. Among those baptazed were
three families, 2 mom and her four
children, a mom and her daughter and
a dad. mom and their son. All the n-
draduals who were baptized have their
stories, but the one we want to end this
report with 1= that of a hittle mrl named
Pnsalla. Her mom, dad, grandmaother
and grandfather are church members.
On the dav of the baptizm, Priscilla tald
her mom that she wanted to be bap-
tized. Her mom said, no. vou must be at
least 10 before vou can be baptized. She
was not happy with that response, so she
went to her dad and her dad said ves,
she asked her grandmother and she =aid
ves, but when she asked her grandfather,
he said no. No, because 1t 1= not our gen-

eral practice to baptize children at her

age. But Prsalla wanted to be baptized
and she began to crv. Seeing her tears,
her mom and grandfather relented and
gave their consent. With the scopture,
“Let the bittle cluldren come to me, and
do not hinder them, for the lingdom of
heaven ™ rnging in our ears, Przalla
was prepared for baptizm, and on that
day; she was baptized with mom, dad,
grandpa and grandma standing by
ren=wing their vows to continue to raise
her to fear God and give glory to Him.

The Lord was not yet done. On Sat.,
May 1, 2021, another three souls were
baptized.

What an awesome expenience we had!
What a harvest of souls’ A= the new
believers stood up front at the end of
the service, we zaid a prayver of conse-
cration. We know that the work has only
just begun. We had impressed on them
that this was the begpinning of the jour-
ney; there will be stumbles and missteps
and even some falling, but the good
news 1= that with the help of Chrst, we
can get back up again and continue the
journey with Chrst untl He comes and
takes us home. What a day that will be
when our Jesus we will s=e! The harvest
15 ripe, and now there are 25 more work-
ers for the vineyard of Chnst. What a
blessing!

By E ¥ Collins, Pastor
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New Pastors

Slidell and Zachary Churches Welcome New Pastors

SHREVEPORT, LA. - The 3lidell and Zachary On Sabbath, March 20, the Zachary
Seventh-day Adventist Churches both church welcomed their new pastoral

welcomed new pastors recently, The farmly, Michael, Marlens, Elis and
Shidell church welcomed Jerzon Sical Benaiah Cerda (below left). In addinon
‘pictured. right! on Apnl 24, 2021. to welcoming them, the church mem-
Stcal recerved 2 warm welcome from bers showed their apprecation for ther

:I.'.l: _._I'l'.'l.'l'd'a: E.Z'J.d T_h: WOImen's !'l'].'i.!'.l.'i.E'_‘iCS SEIVACE b‘. shanng g_'.i..:f. bask::s ‘.'\'i'l‘l'a TJ'I.C
d:PEJ.__'.l'.ICﬂT. S.'J!'F-I'L‘.Cd h.'i.'l.']'l '-u'.'l.'.]'l E‘_.L'E I:-E.EE Fa:‘n.'il}'.

P-E.Lk.td. '-\'.i.'_h g'l.::f. ZEIdj.: ]'I.D'I_'E:]'I.D].d i:::‘ns: -.l.—]'l.t Za:ha.r" Z]'I._'I.'l'd'a Zi.E 1'13.]:.\_:"" to ]'I.E.‘-C:
;:lﬂ-:] ) pl.:E 3.1.1.:] T.Eﬂttl'l:s. }\EZ]‘lad C:!’ELTI. as '_I'.U'_'i.!' nesw _.__,"E.ET.EI' to
Si!'_fll EE.'I-:L ”I EIJICE.EI.‘.-' can ﬂ::l. ﬂ.'at I.G‘.'l: 1:3.-:] '_I'.ltlTl as 1‘1';::-. monnz I’-:l!".\'BIEL E.Tld. are

El'DI.'l '_I'.l: S].'i.d.:]l d'l._'l.!'d'.l. I:.'.l'.l ].l:l':l peEroentc pIE.:\'I_'lg EDI G’D-:FE 1']-:‘.'1:51‘. b].:Eﬁ!lg E-:l!' e

ED!'.I_:].-:ICZIT. I-:TDd. .:l!'-:l'.l_ght me ..'l:l't fcr a C:rd.a EEJ.TI:"

blessing to me and to this church ™

In Gratitude

Conference Thanks Don Fortner as He Retires

LITTLE ROCK, ARK. - After 29 vears of service
to the Arkansas-Lowsiana Conference,
Don Fortner has retired. On Feb. 29,
2021, he was honored wath a semace of
appreciation in the Lattle Bock Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church.

During the serace, he was gifted wath
a plague by Richard C. Dhve, president
of the Arkanzas-Lowsiana Conference.

By Debine Burchart
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Plant a Seed

Let the Little Children Come

-

-

f Vou are a ga.'rdn:nl:r: you know that i1t takes time and efort for wour p]a_nts to mature mnto a frut- and \tg:tabl:-prndur_ing

garden. Prepaning the soil to accept the seed and protecting the nesw plants as thev come up out of the soil from wind, rain,
inzects and other elements that threaten to destroy the small seedlings 1z necessary if we want our plants to reach matunty: Just
the npht amount of water and zunlizht are needed to produce the best possible plant. That tiny seed has God-given power =o
that it can and will grow up into 2 plant that produces food for us to =at 2= well as seeds which can be planted for the next crop.

Likewase, our children need the best possible emvironment to grow and mature their faith. Our churches shoold be places
where children are welcome to grow their faith and be able to share 1t. Have vou noticed how enthusiastic small chuldren can be
about their love of Jesus? Their ability to memonze Bible verses, the jovful music they make while singing, the simple faith they
have when tallang about Jesus’ love for them and the wminhibated way they pray to their heavenly Father should be inspiraton to
us and our sometimes less-than-enthusiastnc ability to share our faith 1n the same wax

Are we providing an emvironment in our churches that encourages the growth of our voung chaldren inte fully mature adult
Chnstians, beanng fruit that will not only be 2 blessing to the church famly but plant
seeds in the hearts of others as well? Do we give opportumties for them to pray, sing
and preach? If we discourage them from shanng their simple faith when thev are lit-
tle, they wall not want to share when they get older and more sensitive to the pressure
of peerz and the fear of maling mistakes.

Are we afraid that the mistakes they make might detract from our worship expe-
rience? Our churches should be the safest place on earth for our children to learn
and grow and be able to make mistakes while learming! [ encourage vou to make
vour church a place where cluldren can grow the talents that the Lord has given
themn. Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the
kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” Matthew 19:14. My prayer is that our
churches can be filled with the zound of voung voices praizing our heavenly Father in
the way only they can do.

By Norma Shepherd, Cleldren’s Mintsines Cosrdmaior Assistant
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Go Do It

Oklahoma Conference News

‘outh Rally Brings More Than 230 to Tulse

TULSA, OKLA — Crvver 230 voung people
representing 18 different churches came
together on the weekend of March 19-
21 for the conference-sponsored youth
rally titled “Go Do It.” which was held
at Adventst Fellowzhip in Tulsa.

On Fnday evening, the voung people

arnved to an outdoor program where
they zat with fmends on hay bales
around a big bonfire. The program
opened up with a few ice breakers and
door prizes, then led into an inspir-
ing song service by a group of voung
women.

Before the message began, the
program took a small break for hot
chocolate and apple ader to go along
with zome Mexdcan pastries on that
chillv everung. Following the break, guest
speaker Ellab Chunones, a pastor from
El Paso, Tex., introduced the weekend
with an encouraming and =nga@ing
mezsage and concluded with 2 speaal
moment of praver

Saturday morming began with an
interactive Sabbath School. The vouth
were divided inte groups to discuss var-
lous gquestions asked by the moderators
rl:gardjng the call for voung p:up]: to
serve at their local church.

The program led into a church ser-
vice, which consisted of another round
of in=pinng music led by Larry Se=ry
and a group of voung people from Ad-
ventist Fellowship.
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(CJuinones continued his series reflect-
my on the life of Chnst, espedally as to
how He responded to the temptations of
the enemy: After the semace, the young
people were gifted with 2 healthy and
filing sack lunch.

That afternoon, more than 100 of the
voung people met at Turkey Mountain
Park to hike down some of the many
trails and enjov the beantful weather

Later that evening, the vouth re-

grouped to close out the Sabbath hours
back at the church. After an interactve

Bible game through the digtal platform
Kahoot!, the Zomi Seventh-day Adven-
tist Church vouth worship team led the
vouth into music worship once again.

Chuinones closed out with ks fimal
message malang an appeal at the end of
the sermon, giving voung people an op-
portunity to come forward. Many came
forward wantng prayer for challenging
situations in their lves, whale others
expressed a desire to be bapnized in the
near future.

Some of the area pastors were present
to pray with and encourage those who
had courageonsly stepped forward.

After the cloze of the program,
everyone recorvened outside to a nice
setup with a stape and round tables
where Larry Seery hosted a panel of foe
voung people from different churches
and answered live questons that came
m through texting from their peers.

As the sun set and the Sabbath came

to 2 close, 2 couple of food vendors ==t
up and made dinner available to the
attendees.

Many staved back to plav basketball,
play socal games, nine-square in the air
or simph- hang out and chat with friends
they had not seen in a while.

On Sunday, a small group came back

once ag-cu'n to put tc}gn:ﬂ'u:r some food
1terns that the Tulsa Twasters Pathfinder

Club had previously collected, load=d
up the vehicles and set out to one of the
nearby apartment complexes.

The vouth went door to door offening
these bags of food to farmibies in need
and praving with them when the op-
portunities arose untl all the bags wers=
handed out.

With much jov in their hearts, the
small group returned to the church for
a final meal together, As the weekend
came to an =nd, the young people were
already asbing, “When 15 the next one?

.E'::.' Dianzel l"_.-lrtegz:
Youth and Young Adult Derectar



Oklahoma Conference News

Tackling Tumbleweeds

Guymon Pathfinders Help Their (mmmmunm

GUYMON, OKLA. — The Guyvmon Hornhills
Pathfinder Club has an ongoing eldedy

service project. Lhey have helped elderdy

people around Guyvmon with many dif-
ferent vard and home projects. Dunng
the pandemic they have not been asked
to come help as much. In November, the
Pathfinders were passing out hiterature
and met 2 man in great need. Later,

the spring high wands brought in large
armies of tumbleweed: and had fll=d
up vards and streets. Thizs man could
not take cares of the tumbleweeds, =0

the Pathfinders came to help. The

tumbleweeds were up to five feet high

n hus backyard, =o the lads came up
with different wavs to flatten the weeds
before bagming them up. The Pathfind-
ers jumped on them_ broke them and
placed ladders on them and jumped

omn the ladder. The bags filled with

the sguashed tumbleweeds filled the
-:I'.L'n_:hs:n:r and a truck with a :r:ull:r: but
the vard was now empty of the tumble-
weeds. The gentleman was so thankful
for the help and telling others that we
can help them also.

Remaining laithtful

Week of Prayer at Independence Spanish Church

TULSA- “An Adventurs Outzde the Por-
tal” was the theme experienced by the
children of the Independence Spanizh
Seventh-day Adventist Church in Tulsa
dunng their Children’s Wesk of Prayer
on Apnl 10-17.

The objectve for this week was to
present the message of salvatonin a
way children could understand.

_—"'.:. the pastor recounted the sad expe-

nience of two children whe turned away
from God, allowed sin to enter ther
lives and were taken prizoners by the

soemy TJ'I.E d'L]l-:]I:I'.I i::l:n:iﬂ:d '-u'.'l.'_l'.l ta:]'l.
-:lf- TJ'I.E d'.nEIE.ET.l:!'S. -:lf TJ1C oy 3.1.'.|:] ‘.'\-']'.]'l
TJ1E '-w.'-:l!'.l.‘:'.:lT--I'_l pl.a.n -:l:’ rn:::l::np:'cn.

.l;-'lll-: C!l:-:l'l.'lIE.g:d EJ.I. ].EE.EI.CI‘S- to turn

their eves to the hittle ones in our church,

for they have a big part in the growth of
our church and upon them will be the
task of keeping up tos glonouws torch of
the Adventist message.

As we concluded with the week of
praver, the children were dressed in
winte and we imated them to remain

faithful in the ways of the Lord unnl

By Ary Ward

[

we can finally be together on the sea of
glass pratsing our creator and redeemer
for etermty

“Let the httle children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kang-
dom of God belongs to such as these ™
Aark 10:14.

By Damaris Prizio
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Oklahoma Conference News

Children Lead Out

Children’s Sabbath at Tulsa Zomi Church

TULSA— O March 6, the Zomi Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church held chal-
dren's Sabbath with chuldren conductng
the worship serace, song serice, speaal
music and picking up the offering. Sonia
Cans, Southwestern Union children’s
mimistries director, gave a beaunful ser-
mon about the importance of family Bi-
ble study; and Yesema Ortegz, Oklaho-
ma children’s minstry director, gave the
children’s story: Following the worship
service, Cand held a seminar for parents
about families and their needs.

By Yesenmia Chiega

[ - P Ty

Learning to Lead

Teens Attend Lftadttrﬁhip Retreat

WEWOKA, OKLL - Though the weather kept
us from our onginal plan, God blessed
our Teen Leadership Retreat wath an
awesome experience!

Tharty-one Teen Leadershap Trainees
TLTs) attended the retreat at Wewoka
Wood: Adventist Center in Wewoka
on March 12. Duning the retre=at we
imvestigated what leaders are and what
they do.
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This retreat was a capstone to the
new monthly sessions on leadership
that several TLT: have been attending
':i:'tua_'lj.' on z-:u:m: with the g:na_' to gaun
an 'Jn-:]n::'s:a_'lding of what it takes to be
a great leader, to l=arn their leadership
styles and to take these skills and apply
them in their lves and clubs.

Between seszions, TLTs were chal-

lenged with team and leadershup-build-

mng actnaties that dja]l:ng:d them to

communicate and work together

We defined what a leader is and we
looked at the responsibilities of a leader
and how we can grow as leaders. The
goal 15 not only to develop these teens as
l=aders in Pathfinders but to equip them
for leaderzhip in any direction that God

calls them.

By Sarah Shepherd




Adventurer Camp

Families Gather for Fun and Fellowship

WEWOKA, OKLA. — Apnl 22-24 found Ad-
venturers and their familie: from across
Oklahoma gathered at Wewoka Woods
Advenast Camp for the Oklahoma
Conference’s second annual Adventurer
Farmily Camp.

After a long vear of not being able to
get together 1t was espedalby jovful to
see and be wath other Adventurer farm-
liez. There were a totzal 10 of Adventur-
er clubs that participated wath a total of
185 children, parents and st=ff.

Becanse the forecast showed heavy
showers, the clubs set up their tents In
the anditorium. The weather was so bad
at our first Adventurer Family Camp
two vears ago that tents were desttoved
mn the wind and rain. We did not want
to have a repeat of that sitwanon! Sure

enough, the rains came Friday might, but

cveryone was safe and drv and warm
and able to worship togethern

Our Adventurer Bible Expenience
took place Sabbath morming wath zeven
clubs participating. Much like the Path-
finder Bible Expenence, but grared to
the Adventurer level, our teams studied
Genesis 1-13 [excluding chapter 107,

Worshap was led by Oklahoma Con-
cersnce Youth Director Damel Drt-:ga=
who talked about ant= and emphasized
Proverbs 6:6. “Go to the ant, vou dug-
gard: consider its ways and be wize!®

As the day propressed, the weath-
er cleared and we were able to spend
time with family acovaties outade. The
Adventurers were given “bug catching
lats” and a= they went from station to
station, they carned plastic bugs o fll
thair kats.

[ DISCIFLE
LIVE WITH CHRIST

Okiahoma Conference News

Farmilies did all the actmaties together
and 1t was a blesaing to see families have
time to bond together

Sunday was our traditional Adven-
turer Fun Daw Bob Holbrook, pastor
had the feature Program, T.n:a.r_'l'u'ng the
brand-new Adventurer Aswvard “Ants

We zive a big thank vou to Claudia
Andujo, Oklahoma Conference Ad-
venturer djrl:c:nr: for this S_:\'Jr']t-ﬁﬂ:d:
farmily-oniented program.

By Norma Shepherd
Chaldren’s Minicinzs Coordmatsr Asncfant
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'The LLaw of the Harvest

Long-Term Results of Sowing Good Seed

\\T: can all probably agree that this COVID-19 pandemic season has presented several challenges for both parents and chal-
' ¥ dren. While there wers many downsides resulting from having to shelter in place dunng the pandemic, the upside 1= that
it gave many farmlies the opportumty to spend quality tme together in creative ways. The ime parents spend with their children
15 invaluable, particulardy where teaching and modeling the value: and prinaples of heaven are concerned. The seed we sow in
our homes with our children wall either produce 2 wonderful, bountiful harvest for eternity or lead to eternal destruction.

Thiz was a l=sson Jacob had to learn. Diespite his great love for lis son, Joseph, he sowed bad seeds by being partial and overly
indulgent with him. His umwise course of acton set the stage for the cruel actions of the older brothers towards their vounger
sibling. There were traits in Jozeph's character that needed to be corrected. God in Hi: providential leading would do so over
time.

On what must have been the darkest day of s voung kfe, while Joseph was bound literally and figuragvely’ for Egyvptas a
slave, lus heart surely turned to iz parents’ God. Years eadier, a= a child, some good seeds were also sown as he was taught to
love and fear Him. Broght-=ved and filled wath antapation, he listened mtently as_Jacob recalled the vision God had grven lum
when he was all alone, exled from his beloved home. From zarly childhood Jacob had mmstructed Joseph that the God of heaven
always kept His promises to protect, provide and care for His cluldren. The greatest
of these promizes was to provide a redeemer to save all humamity from their ans.

All of the precious promuses of God that Joseph had learned in his duldhood
flooded hiz heart and mind. In his most distressing moment Joseph made the decision
that the God of his parents would be his God too. He prayed sarnestly that the God
who created heaven and earth would be liz God and be by his side.

Dhuring the course of hiz early hfe, Jacob had not ahways made the best deazions,
but here’s what he got nght: In his home, while las children were young, he deaded
to maintain an altar of worship to ensure that they learned about the love of God
and His redemptive plans for His earthhy children. Jacob made it a prionty to sow
good seed among his son: to counteract the allurements of the word and the =l
work of the enemy: As parents, le=t us imate our children to the famly altar in our
home and sow good seed.

By Tyrone Douglos, Chaldren’s Munisiries Divecior
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Develop Your Leadership Skills

Servant Leaders in Training

DALLAS - The Bible 1s clear that God
had only one Son, Jesus Chnst, and
that He became a leader in His church
and commurnty: Jesus l=ft the glorv of
heaven and the fellowship of His Father
to save lost humanity: He came to earth
to reveal the love of God to a rebellicus
planet, to model divine prnoples to a
sinful world, but above all, He came to
be our example of the perfect leadeship
stle, “Servant Leader™ What a great
example of leadership!

On Sundays, Apnl 18 and 25, 2021,
the Southwest Region Conference
Women's Ministries district and local
leaders across Arkansas, Oklahoma,
Lowsiana, New Mexco and Texas gath-
ered via Zoom for Women's Ministries
Leaderzhip Traimning, It was an outstand-
ing opporumty to network and learn,

“Si somos creyentes en Jesucristo
deberiamos tratar de saber coma
puede mantener la mente despejad

y activa,
de manera que no se pierda ni un
tilde de nuestra influencia.
Deberiamos tratar de ser

colaboradores de Dios mediante 3

conservacion del crganismo en tal

condicion que pueda prestar un
servicio perfecto.

P —
Carta 208, 1918

be nspired and inspire others, but most
importanty; to share the love of God.
Amvaa Archibald, Southvest Begion
Conference Women's Ministries coor-
dinator, thared 2 welcome and opeming
remarks. Inspinng and encouramng de-
votionals were presented by Gwendoln
Garrison of New Orleans, Ta | and Tes-
lie Soupet of North Central Texas. Van-
ous leaders and arfists presented prayvers
and musical selections and we thank
God for their mimstry. Guest speakers
‘Englsh) Gordon Jones, DAin, Nadin=
Collins, Fh D). in Education, Linda
Pemick, chaplain; [Spamsh) Yagueline
Tello Avala and Nicole Brise presented
in three areast 1. The Bole of a Leader,
2. Defiming Your Purpose — Balanong
Home and Work, 3. Self-Awareness)/
Self-Care. There was a speaal farewell

UNCOVERING
YOUR
PURPOSE:

BALANCING
HOME & WORK

awith S O Jdline Claltins

celebration for Ana Acosta, who served
as assistant coordinator focusing on
hizpamec churches. We wizsh Ana and her
farmily God’s condnued blessings.

Olur sincere gratitude to all the
presenters and participants for their con-
tnbution and the suecess of the virtnal
Women's Mimstries Leadership Train-
ng. It 15 our praver that women across
the Southwest Begion Conference,
Southwestern Union and the North
Amencan Diasion become rejuvenated,
empowered and motivated as we declare
the theme, “I Will Go; That They May
Come."” Come, Lord Jesus.

By Anprz Arclabald

Wamens Mintrtner Coordonator

Want to Be a Goed Leader?
Hnow Thysel

Before I formed you
in the womb, _":,I.!u...- i
Before yoo wene bofm,
et jEu dfa LT
O kit

| L4
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Southwest Region Conference News

Calvin Watkins, Sr., Newest Assignment

DALLAS - O Apnl 292021, the North
Amencan Dinasion Executive Com-
muttes comvened and elected three vice
presidents, two directors, an associate di-
rector, Lib-:rt:.' maga.:inl: editor and the
president of the Guam-Aicronesia Miz-
sion. Lhese newly appomted leaders wall
serve untl 2023, when the twice-post-
poned 61zt General Conference Session
will recomvenes 1n 5t Lows, Mo,

As a result of Apnl's election, Calvn
Watkins, 5S¢, president of the Southwest
Remon Conference, was chosen to be-
come the Wice President for Evangelism

and Begonal Lizizon. Watlans comes to
this position following the 2020 reqire-
ment of Alan Kibbl=.

A natve of Davton, Ohio, Watlans
1z a proud product of Chroztan educa-
tion and has served for over 40 years n
mministry as 2 pastor, evangelist, depart-
mental director and most recently az a
conference president. Throughout his
decade: of service, he has establizhed
more than 17 churches and baptized
over 8,000 soul=.

By Norman §. Jomes

Commurucation Dhvector

oints Vice Presidents

I'rom Corporate to Conference

Welcome, Norman J. Jones

DALLAS - Southwest Begion Conference
welcomes Norman J. Jones as the new
Communication Director. Jones has
owned, operated and served as the lead
creative and multmedia producer mn his
own comparies, now consobidated into
Norman J Crezfime for the past 13 vears.

Jones has abwvavs had = heart for min-
15try; zo zlthough be has had corporate
chients, he has always concurrently used
his creative gifts to further the Gospelin
multiple churches around the country:

A product of Chnstian educason, he
graduated from Great Lakes Adventist
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Academy and attended Oalowood Uni-
versity, where he majored in Theology
and Soaal Work. Jones' understanding
of, and love for, God's people shines
through in the thoughtfulness of his
work. For him, 1t is not only about
“putang cut good work,” but verv much
about connecung others to Chrost.

He now brings his creative and techni-
czal expertise to the Southwest Begion
Conference of Seventh-day Adventsts,
where he servez as the Communication
Director. He looks forvward to worlking
alongzide the administration, st=ff and

constituents to _:ircudai:n the Gusp:] of
Jezuz Chnst and hasten Hiz anticipated
return.

He 15 a devoted hushand to hiz lovely-
wife Vinessa and 2 living jungle gvm to
three beautiful pirls, currently rending in
Eockowall, Tex.

By Conference Communication Teem
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Union Executive Secretary

New Assignment for Stephen Brooks

DALLAS - The Southwestzrn Union held
1ts most recent Constituency Session
on Sunday, Apnl 235, 2021. Dunng this
quinguenmal zezson, the nominating
committes met and presented names
for kev positions within the conference.
Among the nominees were Carlos |
Craig for the position of presdent and
Stephen Brooks for executive secretary:
Craig accepted and was elected the new
President of the Southwestern Union
Conference.

Brooks, who was sermang as the exec-
utive secretary of the Southwest Bemion

New Community

Conference, al=o accepted hi= nomina-
tion. Upon acceptance, the constituents
voted to elect Brooks to the position of
Eszcutive Secretary of the Union.
Brooks, who started his mimstry in
the South Atdantic Conference 1o 1997,
has served az a pastor, vouth director
and sxecutive secretary: He was called w0
pastor in the Southwest Rn:g;lun Confer-
ence in 2010 and to the secretaniat in
2013,
By Norman ¥ Fomes

Commumecation Director

Book Club

The Eagles Who Thought They Were Chickens

NEW ORLEANS - = Ohrlmans Adventist
Araderny IWOAA along wath New
Orleans East Seventh-dayv Advennst
Church wall launch its first commumaty
book club. Students and church mem-
bers passed out flvers in the community
to announce the launching of the bocok
club.

Our community foends were imat-

ed to attend 2 speaal story hour every
Sabbath 1n the month of Apnl On
Aprnl 24, our students and community
cluldren presented a slat from one of the

stonies, titled “The FEagles Who Though:
They Wers Chickens" by Mychal Winn.
Community guests and others were
imvated to thas spl:r_'laJ pri:sn:nta.ﬁu:}n.

We are grateful to God for helping
NOAA to provide this book club re-
source for our commumty fnends.

Ey Carlz Droke
Princepal

.‘._. -
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BRINGING FAITH HOME
THURSDAY’S AT 8PM
WS.LEE & WILMA LEE, MSW, LCSW, DIRECTORS

f LIvE

SWRC FAMILY MINISTRIES e ’i
SOUTHWEST REGION CONFERENCE | - %‘i‘
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Be the Church

Empm«:‘t‘ring the Next Generation for E-'Iinistr}-'
GQQ.

»

atthew 19:14 savs, “Jesus said, ‘Let the hetle children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the ingdem of heaven
hjlbdnngs to such as these ™ If the children were imvoheed 1n the ministry; what would it be ke for them to “be® the church
rather than being “done® by the church?

Children’s Ministries does not intend to hinder children. We are grat&'ul for Children’s Mimstries and all of the volunteers
imvohied 1o thas watal r1:|.1.1.11_'=.m If we nnl':.' view this r1:|.1.1.11_'=.m as an aLuc.i]ia.n_.' arm of the d'lurr_h_ s|:|1'1'1l:’L'|:|_"|.1'1."_EIr that ]:.app:ns “off the
radar” of church leadership and the body;, we hinder their spintual growth and the church’s coll=ctive growth as a2 whole

While peer-based munistry is essential and necessary; it 1s not enough to foster a cluld’s spintual growth.

With each passing generation, we're already witnessing a decline in church attendance. A Pew Research study found that
31 percent of millenmals aren’t afilated wath any church at all. Research by Barna indicates that clhuldren have their spininal
moonngs set by age nine and their spinitual identty by age thirteen. For lads to join the body of Chnist, we must first introduce
them to 1t

The church must first seck to impact cluldren if it wishes to leave a lasting impact
on the next generation. In Cowrsels is Teachers and Parents, Ellen G. White aszerts that
“In the closing scenes of this sarth’s history many of these chuldren and vouth wall as-
tonish people by ther witness to the guth, which wall be borne in amphan; vet wath
spint and power Thev have been tanght the fear of the Lord, and their hearts have
been softened by a careful and prayerful study of the Bible In the near future many
children wall be endued with the Spint of God, and will do a work in proclaiming the
truth to the world, that at that ime cannot well be done by the older members of the
church *

The next g:n:raﬁcun must be included and :mpm\':r:d to part'ln:'tpat: mn the
church’s mission and mimstry: Jesus says, “Let the hittle children come ® We want to
keep them coming!

W
-

p—

By Elton DelMoraes, President
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Texas Conference News

Adventist Book Centers

From Tract and l\-ﬁssinnar}? Societies to Online Evangitlists

KEENE, TEX. - Th= work of the Adven-
tist Book Center 1= one of the sarliest
mimsinies of the Advent movermnent. It
started with the first orgamzed mst-
tution of the Seventh-day Advenast
Church: a publizhing house. As each
new confersnce was orgamzed, the first
departments often to be appointed wers
tract and missionary societies. These
departments later evolved into Book and
Bible Houses and then Adventist Bock
Centers [ABC).

Today, ABCs are how the printed
word gets into the hands of Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church members
and non-Adventists abke. In each store,
every day; the staff are being used by the
Holy Spint to connect the nght book or
tract with the nght person, often never
knowing this side of Heaven how 1t has
chanped 2 life.

As ABC manager for the Texas Con-
ference, and a true behever in the min-
1strv of the panted word, [ am alwavs
amazed how God can use 2n avthor, 2
publisher and a store to get an import-
ant message to one of His children.

Many of us can trace our rootz in
the Seventh-day Adventst Church toa
book, 2 magazine or a piece of litera-
ture. I get to zee 1t VeV da':.': but 1t’s =asy
for some to forget just how important
the work of our ABC: are in advandng
God's Kingdom.

The mission of the Texas ABC 1= to
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provide Seventh-day Advenast Church
members with truth-filled books for their
own sparitual growth as well as hteraturs
for them to share with non-Adventists.

Health food 1= al=o a part of the
mimstry of many ABCs. The Texas
ABC haz one of the largest selections of
health foods in the Southwestern Umon
Conference, including meat and malk
substitutes, dned frmts, nuts, grainz and
other natural grocery items. We even szl
fresh baked bread made dailv: We enjorv
helping church members find what they
need to stav healthy and live for Ged.

In addition to Texas Conference
members, the Texas ABC semice:
customers throughout the Southwest-
ern Union Conference, helping those
customers reach out to others with the
meszape of God’s love.

Throughout the vear, vou'll find the
Tewas ABC dizsplaying books and food at
Camp mechngs, women's minisiries re-
treats, men's mMUMIsTles Toirsats, COnstit-
usncy mectngs, MinisTies Conventions,
workers' meetings and marnage retreats
both in English and Spamsh.

Temas ABC al=o supports events for
the five conferences as well as the South-
western Unmion. Ohur staff goes to meet
prople wherever they are to get God'’s
Word out. We want to help churches
and members meet their ministry goals
and share their faith.

As the only ABC left in the South-

western Umion, we want to service our
sister conferences as well. To do that, we
created a program to deliver products to
churches known as “Direct to You® or
DT Pre-ordered food and other mate-
nials arz delvered on a predetermined
schedule — baszed on the response of

to churches, schools and
members throughout the Southwestern
Union for a nominal debvery charge of
£5. We currently operate nine routes
arross the frve states that make up the

SGLITJ.'IJ'.'I:SICIIL [__ni{:in :Elﬁtﬂnf

m:ml::rs

These are challenging times for pub-
hshing houzes and ABCs a: mor= and
maore resgurces are available online onlv
Many ABCs, such a= our previous sister
ABC:, had to clos= their doors du= to
poor sales figures.

We are grateful for the support of our
frve conferences and union adrunistra-
tors, church staff, school employvees and
church members alike. We couldn’t exst
without you.

We have three websites to inform
vou of events, provide update: on D2TT
delivery scheduling and offer the con-
venience of shopping from vour home:
ABCEerene.com, ABCKeene org, and
AdventistBookCentercom. You can al:o
order by calling cur toll free number at
BODY 333.1844.

Thank vou for supporting vour ABC.

By Micksr Fohmron
Adventi Book Center Manager

l T
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Never Feel Ashamed

Be a Church the Community Can Count On

LAREDD, TEX. - Davron Batsta, pastor,
along with some church members from
the Laredo Spanish North Seventh-dav
Advenast Church, repularly take their
new boo truck the church purchased
with grant money from the North Amer-
ican Divasion of Seventh-dayv Adventists
and Texas Conference Adventist Com-
murljt:.' Services to p1d.. up donated food
for their local food pantre

A fevw hours later, cars bne= up to
receive the much-needed food. Some
members, helping from start to finish,
are there almost 12 hours.

The Laredo Spanish North church
haz been shanng food distmbuton for
quite some dme now; but when the
pandemic lut the number of clients
multiplied. Now; they z=rve 300 to 460
farmulies each week.

My wafe, Julie, and I had the prvilege zaid, “Thank vou for not malang me fe=]

to =z the wonderful mimstry In action. Judged. You have actually helped me
Agents from the Food and Drug Admin-  feel better.” They imated him to return.
istration were alzo on hand to perform God has blezsed the church’s effors!
their five-vear inspecton, which they The local food pantry gave them two
passed with flving colors! commerdal refrigerators because of the
One gentleman in a bnght, shiny new work they do, knowing the commumnity
car would hardly speak to the volunteer  can count on them, when needed.
talang iz informanon. The church Laredo Spanish North church mem-

member asked the gentleman if he was bers are doing what Jesus did! They are
doing okav. The gentleman rephed, “I mesang people’s needs, helping them

f=el ashamed coming to ask for help in where they can and demonstratng to
my new car_ust after I bought it, T lost themn the compaszion, the mercy and the
my job. I didn’t think vou would help love of Jesus. Serving communities in
me when vou saw me in this car.™ Christ’s name 1= what the mission of Ad-
The church member azssured lim that  ventist Commumity Services 15 all about!
he did not have to feel ashamed and More information at Texas-ACS org,
that they wers there to help everyvone By Marshal! Gongales
no matter what situation they were In. Texas Adventist Community Servicer Direcior

T]'.I.I: man IE.I'IE-:d. 1'LI'IE ]'.I.I:.E.'d= grln.nl:d E.I'.I.d.

.

g‘fvﬁnsr
SUMMUNITY
Sfml:mfﬂ

LAREDO,NORTE

"He Yemide Para SERVIR FEED|NG
Y MO para Ser ‘SF-F".‘-.-'I?ET AMERICA

MAY | JUNE 2021

Texas Conference News



38

Texas Conference News

Changing Lives

Adventist Education Prepares Students for Eternity

Yexas Confervence Schools

ALVARADO, TEX. - It won't be long before
our young people are filling the class-
rooms in our lexas Conference schools.

The pandemic challenped teachers,
students and parents ahke, but they rose
to the occasion and safely focused on

guahity education with the spintual em-
phasis that makes our schools so specal.

As our teachers make preparations for
another school year, we would appre=a-
ate your help In encouraging the voung
people In vour church and commum-
tv to attend a Seventh-day Advenast
school.

It saddens our hearts to hear of voung
pecple who don't think they can afford
a Seventh-day Adventist education and
don’t even apply. Yet, there are countless
mdraduals willing to help support voung
people who truly have a desive to have
an Adventist education. For many; the
fnend:hip: and spintual foundation are
immeasurabls.

I will be forever grateful to my mom,
a single parent, for her dedication to
my education. We did not have 2 lot
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financally; but she was determined that
it would be worth the sarmfice for me to
have a Seventh-dav Adventist education,
and she was night!

A= Texas Conference Vice President
for Education, my focus now 1s to pass
along that passion to our church fammly:
It would be such a thrll to see our Texas
Conference school enrollment double a=
more and more people realize the value
of Seventh-day Advenast education.

If vou are concerned about the
finances, the Lord zavs to test Him.
“Brnng the whole tithe into the store-
house, that there mav be food 1n my
house. Test me in this * says the Lord Al-
mighty; ‘and see if Twall not throw open
the loodgates of heaven and pour out
so much blessing that there wall not be
room enough to store 1% Malachs 3:10.

One way we are corporately ttving
to assist students 1= by raising funds for
Adventist education through the Texas
Conference DETERMINED campaign.
It iz aptly named for all those deter-
mined to see yvoung people receive an

& CLEBURME ADVENTIST CHRIFTUAN SCHOOL

ey el Bl 2 v bbb om Rl ong

T OOMRIOE ADVENTIST ACADERY

B CVIPRESS BEWND ADVEMTIST ELEM SCHOOL
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Advennst education.

all draw
attention to this campaign as they nde
from MceAllen, Tex, to Richardson,
Tex., from Sept. 12-24, 2021.

The rest of us can walk, run or oycle

A Zroup DE EC!'j.D'.'I.E -:‘..'ﬂi'j. ey

in our own neighborhoods, creating
personal walk-a-thons for people to
donate to DETERMINED. Visit the
website: TexazAdventst.org/Deter-
mined for more information or to sgn
up or donate.

The map above features our Texas
Conference schools. School names and
contact information is included as well.

Please join me in praying over each of
these schools, for the staff and students
on each campus and for the many voung
pecple who need that spintual foun-
dation that our Seventh-day Adventist
schools can provide.




WALK
RUN

OR CYCLE TO

SUPPORT
ADVENTIST
EDUCATION

Joln us In ralsing $1.5 milllon for an
Adventist Educatlon endowment.
Find more Infio at

TexasAdventist.org/Determined -
[
For the sevious cyclist. join the M-oay official cpoing “‘-7:___




Texico Conference News

Children’s Ministry

Plzmting Seeds for the Future
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n a word where culture 1= obsessed with perfection and performance, how do we teach a child that their worth is in Jesus and

He is the best fnend they will ever have? It iz our mission to teach them that they are loved and accepted by Jesus, to help
them expenence His love for them. They need to know that they can be real with Him and they will never have to fear His
rejection; they can tell Him anything. After all, He is their best foend!

Chaldren’s Ministries was a prionty for Jesus. He always made time to teach the children a valuable lesson, and He never
turned them away Children’s Ministries is 2 place and fime to teach our children about their best fiend and nurture a relation-
ship with Him. Ask someone what Children’s Mimstries 1z and they will kely say it 1z Sabbath School, but it 15 so much more!

Those working in Children’s Ministries can tell vou what a pleasure it 15 to munister to a lad at the most cntical tme of their
lives and show them God’s uncondinonal love. We have the opportunity to have an impact in the bves of the kids we serve and
are instrumental in helping lkads to know Jesus as their best friend.

Children’s Mimisiries should not be condensed into one day a week but mulaple programs throughout the vear to lead a
child to Jesus and disciple them in their daily walk with Him. Chaldren have many different gifts, and offening them a vanety
of programming will allow them to learn in a2 way they can best understand and
grow. Lhers are many programs to choose from, such as Sabbath School, Vacation
Bible School, Children’s Church, Adventurers, Children’s Choir, Children’s Week of
Prayer, Children’s S3abbath, Puppet Mimstry and Serace Projects to name a few

How many teachers ever thought one of their students would one day be leading
other kads to Jesus? I have experienced it firsthand and it ignited my faith in so many
ways. At the end of the day when you sit down to assess your program and you real-
1ze vou did everything vou were supposed to do but nothing seemed to be working,
remember vou planted a seed. And wath love and care that seed can grow mto a chald
knowing that Jesus loves them

The Texico Conference Children’s Ministries Department 1= here to help vou
achieve this by offering traiming, resources and encouragement to those who teach

and lead chaldren in their local churches.

By Rathy Clifford, Cheldren’s Mumistries Direcior
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Appreciation for the Blue

North Valley “Shares Love™ with Police Ofhcers

MLBUDUERQUE - Almos: 2 vear after start-
ing the “Comparte Amor” or “Share
Love® imtative, the vouth from the
Albuguerque North Vallev Church are
confinung to share God's love and en-
couragement with church members and
the commumity: In February; many of
them were heartbroken after 3 28-vear-
old New Mexico State Polics officer
wWas fa:all':.' zhot in an interstate shootout
that was captured on video and made=
national n=ws.

“It 15 so trapic, he was so voung.™ said
Aimee Monge. *“We have two church
members that are also active in our
vouth mimstry that are police officers.
Thiz prompted us to want to show them,
and as many officers as we could, our
appredation for nzkang their lives every
day for our safety:”

In March, the North Valley youth
filled maore than 200 bags with treats
and a specizl note and delivered them
to several sub-statgons of the Bernahllo
County Shenffs Office. Although they
were not able to Interact directly with
the officers, the youth got special access
to visit the buwldings and leave the bags
m the officers’ meeting rooms.

The following Sabbath, the vouth
paid a special trbute to the two officers
who are part of the vouth team during
the AY service. They recerved a speaal
gift that included a devotional for Law
Enforcement. Saul Flores, North Valley
pastor, also had a specal praver asking
Zod for His contnuous protecton, and

he thanked them for their service.

The “Compart= Amor” team plans to
continue shanng God's love and 15 cur-

rently leaving goodie bags in mailboxe:
for mail carmiers and plans to work with
the homeles: in the near future. Praze
God for voung people with loving hearts
who purpoze to do His wall!

By Dby Mérgues

Communicafion Divector
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Lead the Way

Es-'.paﬁ(}la \-"Tall{f}-' Church’s Simplt: ;'\ppr-:}a(:h to Outreach

ESPAROLA MM. - O 2 sunmy; vet chilly
Sabbath afternoon this past spring, my
family and I were heading home after
the church serace. Although we were
tired and hungry, we opted to take the
longer route home that would take us
through the beautiful San Juan moun-
tains and thmugh a2 small town called
Pefiaseo. What [ did not know 1= that
God had a divine appointment for u= on
that alternate route.

Whale drving through Pefiazco, my
wife witneszed 2 man falling from hus
electric scooter outside his home. We
quckly turned the car around to help
the man who was =tll on the ground
struggling to recover

After helping the man_ T learned s
name was Michasl Garma Wehad 2
wonderful comversation and agreed to
meet again and hopefully have the op-
portunity to share the Gospel with him
and his farmby:

As I drove home, I began to realize
how God had directed us on that pE.‘I‘J'.I..
I beli=ve God guided each decizion that
l=d us to Michael, the zame way He led
Philip to the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts
8:26-39.

I continued to think of that as I made
my way to the Espariola Valley Bilinpual
Seventh-day Adventist Church that
zame aftrrnoon. While holding 2 me=t-
ing about our next outreach event, 1t
became very clear to me that n order to
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have success in this event, the Spint of
the Lord would hawve to guide the pro-
cess the way He had directed me eardier
That afternoon the church approved an
outreach actiaty that moved vs away
from the usual practice of going door-
to-door to hand out hterature or offer
Bible studies. We started the Fapariola
“book challenge,” which consist= of a
f=w simple steps.

1. Members, together with their
families, pray and ask God to bring to
mind a person that would be bless=d
to recedve a book from a collection of
Chnst-centered books provided by the
church. The books cover different topics
such as health and prophecy; as well as
spintual encovragement and smotional
well-being,

2. The members pray for the person
receiving the book and dedicate the
book with a personal, thoughtful and
encouraging thought.

3. 0na d:signa.tn:d Sal:ﬂ:ua:h: the
books are distbuted :hrc:-ugh{:\ut the da}'
and only on that day:

4. After distnbuting the books, the
church family gathers for a praise and
thanksghing service.

So far, this activity has encouraged
members to be intentional with shanng
the gospel with those they know and has
motivated many who topically do not
engage in cutr=ach. We have alzo zeen
many people rejaice because someones 1s

thinking of them.

I am not pretending to think that ths
1s an Innovasve or revolutionary svan-
gebstic method, 1t 2= not. It 1= simple.
Hewever, when I look at God's Word,
it also presents simple vet powerful
methods for us to reach others. God 1=
calL'mg Hi: church to mobibize and do
zomething, anvthing for Hiz cause. As
long as we are puided by Hiz prace and
Spint, He will lead s to souls that are
thirsting for the pood news of a Savior
who died, was resurrected and 1= coming
zoon to save them.

[ have no doubt that as 2 result of
thi= book challenge, we will soon start
to witness Ines changing because we are
allowing God to lead us. T gove all the
glorv and honor to God becaus= His
Spinit 1s the onby one that can lead us
to the Michaels of this world. Mayv the
Lord bless vou and mav He encourage
vou to start vour own book challenge, or
do sam:ﬂ'ti.ng 5.'1:1'1p]n: and intentional to

share His love.
Ferry Pinzon
Puasizr




Following the Path

Central Sentinels Pathfinders Stay Active in 2020/2021

ALBUDUERUE- Like many; the Albu-
gquergque Central Church’s Pathfinder
Club grappled with whether or not 1
should stay active in 2020 duning the
COVID-19 pandemic. As the newly
appomnted director, I assembled a team,
and we decided that the club was a
vital mimistty: The church leadership
and board agreed. We moved forward
with planming outings and events that
adhered to COVID-19 zafe practices.

The new staff took a kavalang tnp
down the Rio Grande niver that allowed
us to practice team bulding shalls ezzen-
tial for working together One of our
first r_haJl:ng\:s was to find a video chat
_:*la:’cr:n and -:]n:":dcp rules to support
gur virtual club meetings. God provided

and we pressed forward.

In the fall, the church held 2 special

mnduction ceremony on Weorld Path-
finder Sabbath conduct=d by Fred
Daniel and supervised by the Northern
New Mexico Area Coordinator, Nora
Graham. I had the pleasure of being
tmvested as 2 Master Guide while many
pathfinders wers inducted into their
Patliinder groups. Jim Wilson was al=o
apponted as Deputy Director and Cen-
tral’s pastor_John Abbott was inducted
as club pastor

The Sentinels participated in 2 vartual
campout in which each pathfinder set up
tents in their own homes or vards. In the
spring of 2021, they went further into
nature and did an overnight campont
as part of the hiling honor and par-
ticipated 1n a physical camping top in
the New Mexico Manzano mountains.
The club has been active with snow-

Texico Conference News

shoeing. hiking, identfiang different
amimal tracks and swimming activities,
as well as taking part in completing the
sanctuary and pizza maker honors. We
have also been active in community
outreach through a program headed by
our outreach coordinator Clyvde Marhn
that distnbutes “Brown Bag Lunches"
to the homeless and those in need in
our local neighborhood. The Senonels
also placed third in the area/conference
Pathfinder Bible Expenience events in
Febrary and March of 2021
Although challenging, the 2020/2021
Pathfinder Club vear was full of
blessings. Our goal 1= to keep stoving
and further challengs, and inspire, our
Pathfinders to keep moving on the oght

path towards Jezus.

By Richard Wical
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Light to Others 1n a Dark World

Corrales Reaches Community During Easter

CORRALES HM.— Afier the Sabbath, at
the dawn of the first day of the week, 2
small group of bebievers stood outside
of Jesus' tomb. It was empty except for
strips of nen ling there.

While reminizcent of this glonons
scene over 2000 vears ago, this par-
ticular expenence took place this past
Easter m.curlﬁng at the Corrales Sev-
n:nth—da.}' Adventist Church. Hl:m'l:'.'l:r:
the small group loclang into the =mpty
tomb was a family from 2 n=ighbonng
community who made it their plan
to visit 2 resurrection display that the
Corrales Church had created as part
of their Easter celebration. The display
fratured a large empty tomb and three
crosses. 1 he week before, the father of
the family said he had been watching
the scene being constructed while on hus
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daily commute to work and back home.
He told has wafe, “That’s where we are
going on Easter morning!™, and they
did. Whale barely ight on Easter morn-
ing, the family stood with an open Bible
before the scene, recounting the story of
our Lord’s great sacrifice and +vactory on
mankand’s behalf.

:'I.-Iam others in the cnmmunit}' Were
also touched by the display; cne even
talang the time to wnte to the church to
express how thankful they were to have
this beautiful reminder of God's great
gift as they passed by each day. The 1dea
of the empty tomb scene came to me
as [ recognized the need for churches
to raize the banner of hope to a fearful
word after the events of 2020 and 2021,

We know that God was behind this
project as people, to help, and the

matenal, to build the display; were easy
to come by Fellow church members Al
and Lydia Montes de Oca jumped in
enthusiasacally and buwilt the crosses,
and I had no trouble geting assistance
from my family as well as students from
Sandia View Academy:

For two weeks, travelers in either
direction saw signs proclaiming, “HE
IS BISEN' and then were led up to
the scene of an empty tomb. My hope
15 that we may keep His victory over sin
and death ever before us and be a very
visible Light to others in a dark world.
By Roxanne Wagner
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Classified Ads

EMPLOYMENT

STALLANT HEALTH, a rural health clinic
in Weimar, Calif,, 1= acceping
applications for a2 Pevchiatns:,
Farmily Practice physician
znd an NP or PA to join the
team. Interested mndividuals
should contact Marva b
email:

Union College, Lincaln, Keh.,

séeks candidates for a Busimess
Program professr «o prepare
profe=sionals for Chnstian
service In the business
world. MBA or master's
degree required: doctoral
degree preferred. Full job
description and instructions
for application under faculsy

_'i-:ll:-i at

Union College, Lincln, Neh., is seeking
applicants for a Religion Program
facilty ith an emphasiz on
dizciphng. M.Div or masters
mn a related field requured,

D Min. or Ph.D. preferred.
Full job description and
mmstructions for application at
under faculty jobs at

MISCELLANEOUS

Mowe with an award-winning agency.
Apex Moving & Storage
partners with the General
Conference to provide
q'_'Lal:..—_-.' moves at a discounted
rate. Call us for all vour
relocation needs! Adventis:
beliefz uncompromsed.
Contact Marcy Dante’ at
800.766.1902 for a fre=
estimate. Vst us at

HEW/USED Adventist Books: TEACH
Serviees helps authors publish
their book, including
editing. design, marketing
and worldwids distnbution.
Call 800.367.1844 for a free
evaluation. For new book
rel=azes vimt for
uzed books and vour local
ABC or

FREE PLAMNED GIVING: 2 [aranatha
Volunteers International
Foundaton can help with
vour estate planning needs.
Perzonal consultations,
online wills, trusts, annuites,
providing protection for

vou and loved ones at no
cost to vou. For more mnfo
916.774.7700; Emal:

Wizt

Trying to figure out bow to evangelize
during COVID? Con=ider
sponsonng 2 Facebook l=ad
generation ad campaign.
Eerach thonsands. It%s easy:
You don't have to have 2
Facebook page, like or do
zocal media, or even be
computer hterate. Project
Sézpr fo Christ does all the
work for vou! Contact us

at 1.B300.728 6872 or go to

Onling Christian Services, = =010
Non-Profit Przon Mimstr;
15 _:.-ut'_:ng Ja:g\: p:‘int Bikbles
and dizcipleship books into
Przonz—because no one
should feel forgotten. In
order to make a difference.
we rely on the support of
generous individuals ke
vou! Changing lives by
domg God’s kingdom work

:Dgl:‘h:r. “Thanks for the

larg: print bables . 5:'5_.‘_": Te
Chrert saved me "By M-TX
Pr:.s-:in_ CWe are gra::f'_d for

EJ.I. -:DDTI:.lm_':]GnE.

ADVENTIST TOURS 2022. I=rael in
Jesus® Steps, March 9-17 &
Jun= 12-21 (optional Jordan/
Egvpt); New Testament
Alrve /7 Churches, June 2-12,
African Safan £ Service,
May 24-31; Germany-
Anstmiar Luther to WWEZ,
June 22-July 1 includes
Oberammergau Pazsion
Play’; Thailand, Jubv 27-Aug.
7. All towurs are Adventist-
l=d with excellent rate: and
beauttfil expenences for all
ages. 31,7304 /perzon. For
full details, contact

or
or call 423 798 2169, “The
best tip I've ever had!
Nothing comes cloze®
“Fabulous!® “The Bibl=
comes alive.” “An awesome

experience!”

Looking for someons to assist

my partially disabled wife with
transportation and pos=ibly with
hght food prep in exchange
for a place in the country:
Bural country setting with
creek, trees and large area
for a garden or small farm
operation. Will provide 2
31-foot travel trailer for
Iving quarters. Located in
south central Texas near the
town of Shiner If imterested,
please call 361.401.0613. A<k
for Hobert.

Wellness Secrets 2-week Health Retreat
could be the most affordable,

beneficizl and spanmual

VACatlion You £Ver cXperlence.
Get help for hypertension,
high cholesterol, diabetes,
cancer, obesity, depression or
stress. Ireatments mchade:
hyvdrotherapies, Sauna and
hyperbanic chamber. Situated
in beautiful NW Arkan=as.
Call 479732 8335 or vimit the
wehsite

REAL ESTATE/HOUSING

Summit Ridge Retirement Yillage, an
Adventist community in = rural
setting, offers affordabl=
home: or apartments and
caning neighbors, with a
fellow=hip vou'll enjox:
On-ate church, planned
activities and transportation,
as needed. Alzo, Walfe Living
Center offers in:l:_:n:n-:]n:nt
Inang and nursing homes.
Contact Bill Norman

405 2081289 or wsit

Country property for sale near Mema,
Atk Lovcely views of the
surrounding mountains.
Long growing season and
borders property owned by
Mena Mizson Minismes,
an Adventist-owned health
and wellness education
minmstry: To learn more
and for photos and pricing,

call 4792169771 or email

Milestone

On Ang, 22,2021, Dawid and
Gwen Bentley of Terdton,
Olkla., will celebrate their

30th wedding anniversary.
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They were marned whal=
coll=ge students at Loma
Linda University/La Sierra
Campus (now LaSierra Um-
veraity! and then began zere-
ing the church as teachers

in Gentry, Ark. when their
zon Enic was born. Then
they moved to North Pupet
Adventst Jumor Academy
in Burlington, Wash., where
daughter Amber entered the
world. They are members

of the Bristow Seventh-day
Advenast Church and proud
grandparents to four grand-
children. Awvid travelers, they
will vimt their 50th state,
Vermont, to celebrate their
50th anniversary

Obituaries

Blake, Arthur k., born Mlav 6,
1934, Michigan; died Jan.
17, 2021, Harrah, Okla.
Church membership:
Summit Ridge Seventh-day
Advenast Church. Preceded
mn death by parents; two
sisters, Dorothy Magnant
and Naoma Marvez;

two brothers, Davad and
Johnoy Blake. Surndvors:
wife, Anna; brother, Phul
Blake: children, Trent Blake,

2021, Tvler, Tex. Church
membership: Chandler
Adventst Fellowshup.
Surmavor: brother, Bob
Donnell:

Headley, Marion Cheree, born Aug
19, 1940, Dallas, Tex: died
Dec. 24, 2020, Harrah,
Okla. Church membership:
Summt Ridge Seventh-day
Advenast Church. Preceded
in death by husband, Glenn:
daughter, Rene; and parents,
Curas and Daisy Ledbetter
Suravors: son, Rayv Laura)
of Yukon, Olkla : brother,
Eev Ray Ledbetter .Dia:rna:
of Duncan, Okla.: brother-
mn-law; Bev Clyde Headley
of Lawton, Okla_: two
grandchildren, one great
grandzon and numesrous
nieces, nephews, cousins,
extended family and friends
who loved her deady

Marquette, Ronald Otto, born

Feb. 20, 1933, Okarche,
Olda ; dhed Dhec. 27, 2020,
Tul=a, Okla. He served 2=
an Aar Fc:‘c:.-"':";a‘-'}' -_"-.E.l:.:a:__‘-'
Veteran from 1951-1959.
Preceded 1n death by Ius

FErsniE; G—ran: E.]'ld. ]:'l.'l'.l'l3.=

three brothers, Grant, Wesley
and Kenneth Marguetie;
sister, Koberta: son, Konald
Ke=an; two grandsons,
Eodney and Donny; and
four great grandchildren.
Suravors: three brothers,
Eussell, Mavnce and Maran;
sister, Wirgimua! and his sixc
children, Bodney Keith,
Eeneze Karen, Fheea E=Ann
Eandal Kerry, Bussel Korex
and Famon Kelly; zlong

— Y N s

Victor Leroy Finster lll, beloved husband and father, passed
away at home on Wednesday, Apnl 28, 2021, on lus 80th
birthday:

Wic was born on Apnl 28, 1941, in Hollywood, Calf
After graduating from Burbank High School, he attended
Glendale College, where he tock a two-year course n
techmical illustranon. His first marnage, to Knsan Aud
Razmuzsen, resulted in two children, Vic and Jill. After
their divoree, he marned Tinda Jovee Austin in 1976,
with whom he was united until his death. He worked first
as a technical illustrator and then later as Art Director
of Hughes Aircraft Misale Syztems Group, where he
managed 20-some artists, oversaw a million dollar a vear
hudgl:t and was involved n top secret m.'lllta.r'. _:.\ri:}jn:l:ts.

In 1983, Vic and Iinda moved to Woodward County;
Okla., where Linda® parents lived. After a few vears
of petting settled in their country home, Vic began has
second career at Oldahoma’s Acton Rehailitation
Centers. He worked at a vaniety of jobs there, ending up
runmng the woodshop. He retired after 29 years at the
age of 77.

In = spare tme Vic loved reading his Kindle and
bulding thang=. He made model boats and arplane: and
once built a full-size wooden sailboat and taught himself
to sal.

WVic remained active in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church thronghont his adult Iife. In addition to his role as
a church elder, he al=o helped many vears in the children’s
clazses. He loved the children and they loved him back.
_—"Llﬂ'u:}ugh at first ml:n::ing he :'night SECITL qui:t and
reserved, people quickly dizcovered his never-ending sense
of humor, hi: landnes: and hi= generosity:

He was preceded in death by his parents, Victor
LeRoy Finster II and Beatrice [Kiehl) Finster, as well
as his brothers, Lawrence Allen Finster, who died az an
infant, and Grant Henry Finster, who died 1n 2018. He
15 survived by hiz wife Linda of 44 vears of the home,

s zon, Victor Leroy Finster IV of California; danghter,

Jill Mane McElroy and spouse Tom of Califorma;

granddanghter, Sigrid Elizabeth Sanoja and spouse

Luws; grands=on, Pamck Victor McManus; three great-
grandchildren, Elzabeth, Enk and Samuel Sanogja, all of
Califormia; and many nephews and mi=ces.

K.’I."l.a Dl’tadf.‘ll“'i'.t!' EJ.'.I.d '-u'.'..'.l.'l. many grand_. Ereat- a:1d
JE‘.-' Ea‘;'].-:l!l_: 3.1.'.|d. numeErous e at—g::a: __z'rand:h:.'.d:':n.
grandchildren. Harrzh, Oklz. Preceded Kathie of Mcloud, Okla

McMurry, Michael “Mickey™ Blair, born
Jalv 25, 1944, Valparaiso,
Fla; died Now 19,2020,

stepsons, Kevin (Caszne
Delling and their children
Kaden, Kxmadie and Amelba

in death by hiz parents:
Donnelly, Brace, born Julby 1,1530, son, Bodney MclMurmy of

Albany, NY; died Apnl 16,
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Charlyne Marie Humphreys, <1
passed away in her Harrah
Okla | home wath farmby by
her side Apnl 23, 2021.

Born in Indiana, she
bived her childhood vears in
MMuscatine, Iowa, near the
Mizsizsippi River. Charlyne
developed many excellent
character qualities as she
worked in her mother’s in-
home bakery after school.
From an early ape, she
took over the cooking and deamng to be helpful to her
busy mother and always hked a dean house and became
an excellent coock. Her compenive fighter spinit may have
come from the scuffles with her Golden Glove Prze fighter
brothers or being one of seven culdren.

Her mother’s faith was a seed planted in her heart that
grew thronghout her ife. She treasured her vears at Oak
Park Adventist Arademy and Ozark Academy: She made
sure that all four of her children had the opportunity of a
Chnstian education and all four graduated from her alma

mater, Ozark .-‘b:ad:n'r_'.'. Because of her Encouragement and
sacrifice, all four chaldren earned degrees from Chnstian
umiversities.

On a mp to Oklahoma to visit her sister, Charhme met
Eay; her future husband, and she soon became a life-long
rezident of Oklahoma. Early in their marnage, Charlyne
and Ray dedicated their bives to God and were actove lay
leaders m the Chickasha Seventh-day Advenast Church.
Charlyne's gifts of leadership and music were appreqated as
she led out in many areas and was a wonderful church pa-
mst. Her mfts of hospitality and generosity were known by
all as she always brought people into her home for a meal
after church hosted socials and tended to the needs of all.
She and Ray have been instrumental in loving many people
into the faith.

Charlyne had a vanety of work expeniences when voung
but was a dedicated home maker untl it was decided I:h:\
wanted to gh': their children a Chnstian education for their
high =chool vears. She worked as 3 warshouse emploves at
Tinker Air Force Base imtally: She was deterrmined that she
could work harder and faster than anmyone, and she was soon
awarded a truck droving positon, wiich mented the family
with entertzimng stories. Her coworkers called her “Char-
Le™ and enjoyed her stonies and looked as forward to her hife

% -9

events as she did. She eventually became known as “Gram-
ma Charhe” as she became one proud grandma. She later
transferred to FAA where she worked in the Film Tibrar:
In refirement she and Ray continned their love of garden-
g with the self-suficiency it provided freersing, canming
and shanng their produce. Charhyne loved flowers and had
beaunful flower gardens from which she would provide cut
arrangements to the sick and eldedy:

All who knew Charhme knew she was a “go-petter” m
every aspect of her life. She was always ready for the next
adventure and enjoved visiing her children and travel-
ing with them. She hasz been coast to coast and border to
border. She enjoved a week-long comise to Cancun, Mex-
1co. Another lnghlight of her life was a tnp she took with
her mister, Bonme, to Europe in 2004, One of her last bng
adwventures was traveling by car to Califorma for her 8%th
birthday: She enjoved this reumon with her three sbhings,
nieces and nephews. Living life with no regrets secmed to be
her motto.

CI‘.LE.II\T].E ]:I.E.d a ].'i.'E:-J.UI'.Ig ].D".'C C"E li:ami.ng and Was an E.I'i.d
].'CE.d.ﬂ' .EJ.'.I.'E‘. bI:H:\]'C. CU]J.-ECEDI. SI'.H: l'l:ad I'.I.U.' Eﬂjl: E_'l.'.l.d. d.l:"..'ﬂ-ﬁ.ﬂn-

al bocks daily for her own spiritual growth. In addifon to
reachng through her Bible many times, in later hie she jour-
naled and summarnzed it diapb:r |:ﬁ diapt:r. He: Prayer life
1z an inspiraton to her children, as they often found her on
bended kmee praying long for every family member ind:i-
vidually: In later years, as part of her bedtime routine, she
would sing “My Jesus, I Love Thee® in a private andience
with her Lord. She was at peace mowing her ttme on this
carth was cormng to a dose. She was not afraid of death
and remuinded her children that she would just be sleeping
and it would seem but 2 moment when she would awaken
at the sound of the ttump at the resurrection and see the
face of Jesus, her Savior She locked forward to heaven and
desired that the arcle be unbroken.

Charhme was preceded in death by her hushand of 50
vears, Ray; a twin brother and four siblings.

She will be sorelyv missed by her children, Pamela Backell
(Calvin) of Burdeson, Tex., Juhe Direw Davad) of Harrah,
Okla . Connie Opeka Mike) of Ava, Mo., Peter Humphreys
of Harrah, Okla : grandchildren, Brandh Bickell, Jeremy
Bickell, Joseph Drew; Sarah Direw;, Michael Opeka, Jenmfer
Opeka and Grace Humphreys: s=ven great-prandchildren;
her sister, Bonme King of Loma Linda, Calif ; mother and
brother of Grace, Jane Kistner and Carlos Mejia whom she
loved as famly and many other family and fmends.
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and worked at the Veterans
Administration Hospatal

for over 21 vears. Preceded

of Bethamy:; Olda.; Brian
(Cormey) Delling and their
child Brian Jr. of Oklahoma
City, Okla ; his son, Jason
Donna! Mcurry of
Eound Eock, Tex.; sister,
Cheryl Allgood Dean) of
Cleburne, Tex.: nephew
Michael Alleood [ Terina)
of Lakewood, Colo.; mece,
Bebecea Allgood-Mercads
Robert) of Baldwin, Y

in death by son, Danny

Jo= McBreynolds; daughter,
Penmy McRevnolds; and
sister, Mary Shivers.
Surnavors: wife, Joann
MeReynolds: two sons, Steve
MeReynolds Nanev'; Tony
McReyvnolds: danghter,
Tern Morgan Mark!: 11
grandchildren and 13 great-
McReynolds, “Bud” Carl Stephen, grandchildren.
It, barn March 12, 1951,
Houston, Tex_; died Apmnl 15,
2021, Amanllo, Tex. Church
Membership: Amanllo
Seventh-day Adventist
Church. He served in the Aar
Force for more than 20 vears

Miller, Engene, Ir, born Ot

3, 1936, 5t. Franosalle,
La; died March 21, 2021,
Baton Rouge, La. Church
membership: Baton Rouge
Seventh-day

ventist

Church. Preceded in death
by wafe, Lubertha Gant;
parents, Flonda Cage and
Eugens Miller, Sr; father and
mother-in-law Genie and
Nancy Gant; brother, Jimmy
Miller: sisters, Buby Miller,
Eleanor Mydes and Zorellda
Johnson. Sumavors: danghter,
Jenmifer James T Spears

of Baton Bouge, La ; sisters,
Glends Peeler of 5t Gabn:'.=
La. and Loretta Robinson

of Walker, La.;: Bettye [Paul)
Cleveland of Mableton, Ga:
brothers, Willam Miller of
St. Gabnel, La., Emerson
Pamiaa) Miller of Dallas,
Tex., Bobert (Wilma) Miller,
Elmo Miller and Charles
Somva) Miller all of Baton

— 0@~

Maxine Smith «-2: born on Julv 8, 1931, near Hot Spring=, Ark |

to Arley Smmith, 8¢ and Velma Pittman Smith (Estell). Sadh:
she died on March 2, 2021, at the age of 88 in Edinburg,
Tex. Bhe was raised by her mother and stepfather, Wilhs
Estell. The fa.mﬂ}': whiach mncluded three daughb:rs= moved
to Fort “brﬂl: Tr_x..: when Maxne was a tecnagern She
graduated from Jefferson Academy; now known as Jeferson
Chnistian Academy; in Jefferson, Tex, mn 1949,

Followang her interest in teaching, she praduated from
Umnion College in Lincoln, Neb., receving her B.5. in Ele-
mentary Education. Affectionately kmown as Miss Smth,
she taught in Seventh-day Advenast Church schools for
MATY YEars.

She later pursued a second career, becoming a nursing
home admimistrator, operating several faclities incuding
Brtama Manor Nursing Center in Edinburg, Tex She also
taught nursing home administration at Texas Southmost

Cu]ll:g:: oW lcm:m‘n as TEEES SDLITJ:I.]'.I.'.I.EST. CD“CEE—G‘DIEEE: Ii.'l'l

Brown=alle, Tex

S].'.I.: 'I‘_ll:l.m tl?.".'d:d. 'EC\I Many VEars E.IG'L'IJ.']d Tﬂaﬁ das a

YVEar

Rouge. I2; and a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins and
other relatives.

Percic, Darla Kay (Ray), born June
3, 1974, Chandler, Okla.;
died March 11, 2021, Miam,
Okla. Church membership:
Miam Seventh-day Advennst
Church. Preceded in death
by father Diavid Danker of
Wellston, Okla. Suravors:
maother, Diane Lawzon of
Miarm, Okla ; husband, John
Percic; danghter, Amber
Timmy) Matthews; son,
Boblby (Samantha) McCoy;
son, C] (Bailev); brothers,
Jason Casz and Earl Lawson;
famihies of Miarm, Okla.. and
many grandchaldren

She was preceded in death by her father, Arley Smith, Sr:

mother, Velma Estell: stepfather, Wilhs Estell: stepmother
MMane Smith: one half-aster, Joan-Mane Smith Cook; two
half-brothers, Ardev Smith, Jr and Stephen Smth: one
bruthn:r—in—law: Charles Cﬂull:_: ones IL;J:D:: St:phani: Haak
and one mece-in-law; Gayle Tucker Miss Smath 15 suraved
by many farmly members who have worked or are currently

worling for the Seventh-day Adventist Church in vanous

positons.

Sunavors include her two sisters: Arlene Smith Tucker
Dhane) and Dionna Estell Hines [Bobby); two sisters-in-law;
Sharon Lez Smuth and Sherry Smth: four meces, Vica
Tucker (Paul', Knsten Tyler (Gary), Polly Cock (Nick Henk)
and Carnie Smith; seven nephews, Donald Hines (Melo-
dy’, Timothy Hines (Meredith), Craig Smith, Enc Smath
(Sharon Ann’, Michael Smath (Martha), Jonathan Smmith
JI:'I.'.IJ.'.L'ifn:I:' and Mike Tucker Pam g‘rand:ﬁ:l::s and g‘ra.nd—
nephews, Albson Casillas (Peter), Cade Haak Madehne
Hazak Marley Hazak Gabriel Henk, Jesse Hines, Andrew

nursing home administrator. Fventually; she became the first
adrmimstrator for the brand-new Hugulcy _\_ursing Center in
Bureson, Tex.

:'biiss:ing her beloved 1-'3_11:3,; she returned to -_"';Ir_—‘!.llm: Tex.
and worked in Home Health until she retired. She conmd-
ered the Citruz Mokbale & BV Park, a retirement commumity;
in Edinburg, Tex., home untl her hosptalization earlier thas

=6~

Smith (Ermly), Elizabeth Smth, Elhott Smith, Hannah
Smith, Hudson Smith, Joseph Smath (Brandy!, Manan
Smith, Sawyer Smith, Daisy Tyler, Cady Tucker, Jordan
Turku': Hud=on T':.'ln:]; Machal Anne Whitcomb I:\1
grandnephew-in-law; Jason Haak, and many other beloved
farmby members.
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Terry St Clair, paztor, passed
away on Sat., Feb. 27, 2021,
in Cleburne, Tex. He was
born on MNow 9, 1949 in
Mexco, Mo., to Mary Lou-
ise [Parker) and Dale Grant
5t Clair. He marned Cheryl
Westphal on June 20, 1971,
in Menard, Tex.

3t. Clair graduated from
Enterprise Academy in
Enterprise. Kan , South-

WwWesierm _-‘Ld'l.-t 1'11:-|5.t L_ni\t Is ;I:. 3

in Keene, Tex | and Cambndge University in Cambridge,
Mass. After gr:u:lu.aﬁnn he started 1n P:tnslq.; lﬁd1.= where
he was principal and tanght gradez 5-8.

After serving as a singing evangelist Terry pastored the
Bowden Country District in Morth Dakotz for two years.
Then we went to Malaw, Affica, serving Mulangi and
then Blantyre a= Mimstenial Dhirector and Book and Bible
Houze Manager. Then we went to the wide open spaces
of Nebraska, where Terry pastored a four church district
that stretched from the Wyoming border to the middle of

Nebrazka. It was a long drve preaching four sermons each
Sabbath. Then on to Massachusetis where he pastored

the Warren-Chunebang, distnct dunng that time building

2 new church in Warren. A call came to be pastor of the
Taunton-Middleboro district and we spent another fve
vears there. Then he moved to Joshua, Tex., where he
pastored 11 vears. Terry enjoved old carz and antiques, and

had a big influence on the start of Pathfinder pin trading.

St. Clair was preceded in death by s troplets, Mar: Amy
and Bonald: his son, Chnstopher; parents and one sister,
Karen Chven.

Suravors include his beloved wafe, Chervd 5t Clair of
Cleburne, Tex; son, Rachard 5t Clair and wife, Nadia of
Niamey; Niger in Africa; daughters, Melizsa 5t Clair and
pa.rm.:r‘]a]c.n: R}a.n of L:nm.instl:r: :'b:'[ass.; andjan:]l: Lana-
rence and hushand Miks of Cleburne, Tex: grandchildren,
Tomy Rivas, Ah=sa Rivas, Madahm Lawrence, Aspen Os-
tazewsky, Bradyn Lawrence, Jacqueline 5t. Clair, Hunter 5t
Clair, Jacob Fyan, Safedm 5t. Clair and Marwan 5t. Clair;
brother, Dan 5t. Clair and wife, Janna of Loma Linda,
Calif ; sister, Nanette Clapp and husband, Lloyvd of Decatur,
Ark . and a host of other relatives and fiends.

Purkey, Janice Haing Bardo, born
Dec. 23, 1941, Phoemzx,
Anz.; died Apnl 8, 2021,
Columina, Mo. Church
membership: Moberhy
Seventh-day Adventst
Church. Preceded in death
bv parents, Wilhiam L. Bardo
and Mildred Bardo Peetit.
Suravors: huzhand, Kenneth
Purkey; son, Douglaz Kelh
Purkey of Mobezly, Mo.;
daughter, Susan Cysneros

of Phoemix, Anz.: brother,
Wilhiam J. Patty! Bardo

of Phoemx, Anz.: sister,

Evz Elmer Sundean of
Chandler, Tex ) step-sibling=,
Paulette (Tom) Murphey of
Lincoln, Nzb., David Perat of
Dallas, Tex. and Esther J=f
Wishal of Calimesa, Calif:
four grandehildren and mghs
great-grandehildren.

Smith, Kathy Jo, born Oce 11,
1259, Oklahoma Cin; Okla.;
died Diec. 30, 2020, Shawnee,
Okla. Church memberzhip:
Shawnes Seventh-day
Advensst Church. Sundvors:
husband, Diale Smith of
Heme, Okla ; danghter,
]'_'mdsa.j.' '.—.['a{:ll.w:l.~ Lewis of
Midweest Cit}'; SO, Dhustin
(Shelby! Smath of Moore,
Olkla ; parents, Stanley

and Carol Buckmaster of
Morman, Okla_: two brothers,
James [Chadotte) Buckmaster
of Graham, Tex., and Chuck
Mdarla) Sawver of Harrah,
Okla ; one zister, Gina Bud)
Ward of Oklahoma City;
Olkda ; four grandchildren
and numerous other family

]T.I.I:]T.I.IJCIE 1‘_1.1.3.: I.G‘.'Cd h:l' =0
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Spiva, Leomard |, born Mav 11,
1941, San Antomio, Tex.;
died Feb. &, 2021, Tyler
Tex. Church membership:
Chandler Adventst
Fellowshup Church. He was
preceded in death by his
parents, Dorothea Hubenalk
and Leonard L. Spiva, 5z
brothers; James, Bon and
Larry Spiva: grand=on
MNicholas Sprva. Sunavors:
wife, Betty: daughter, Robin
Tingle; sons, Trev and Tracy
Sprva; 10 grandduldren and
three great-grandchildren.

Upson, Donald, born Sept. 22,
1930, Cheshire, Conn.;

died Apnl 11, 2021, Joplin,
Mo, Church membership:
Jav Seventh-day Adventist
Church. He was an ordamned

]'l'.l.'iJ.'].'i.Etﬂ' ‘|'\'1'|.IZ} Eﬂ".‘l:d. '.1'1:

Seventh-day Adventst
Church for 41 vears. He

was precedad in death by

hiz parents, Edgar Upson
and Harnet Upson; brothers
Bichard Upson, Ted

[___:is-:}n and Robert [_-_:iEl:}n.
Suravors: wife, Janet Upszon;
zons, Donald Upson, Michael
[___:isu:}n; daughtn:r Trao
Jamieson: 10 grandchildren
and five great-prandchildren.

William, James Leon, 31, born

Aug, 22, 1943, Shreveport,
La; died March 20, 2021.
Church membership:
Shreveport First Seventh-day
Adventist Church. Preceded
in death by his parents,

Fate Richard Williams, 5o
and Mary (Whitt! Wilhams:
and brother, Fate Richard

Willhiams, Jr Surdvors:
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wife, Alice M. (Houston|
Williams: two danghters,
Jan= Williams and Shenika
Obimyan (Oko); two sons,
James Jr (Chadotte], Jeffrey
Sr. (Kedra); and son/great
nephew Perseus Pugh, Sr;
sister, Buby Les (Williams)
Henderson: one aunt. Pinkie
“Swecte” Wiggins; 13
grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren and a host of
relatives and faends.

Yoeum, Lilly A, ciedd M arch
11, 2021, Horatio, Axk.
Church membership:

BCE.E-:!!I ]:_E.l.l. SC"-.':!I'J.'.I.— EL’I.‘.

.:Ld.‘-.':]'l:i.Et ChL'IZ]'I.. S'I_'I_-L".‘.'DIEZ

da'ig':lt:r: Eva Lanette
Eogers of De(Queen, Ak
brother, Jerry Conatser of
Lockesbury, Ark ; brother,
Jo= Conatser of Mena, Ak ;

Hope & Inspiration’

just one click away!

sister, Mary Holmes of
DeCueen, Atk and leaves
five grandd‘ulﬂ:cn and two
great-grandchildren.

Zigo, Boanie Ruth, born Sept.

25, 1934, Asher, Okla_: died
March 25, 2021. Church
membership: Ardmore
Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Preceded in

death by parents, Joseph
Benjamin and Fanny Lavurn
Brockett: husband, Wilham
George Zigo. Suravors:
daughters, Chervl Penrad
Willard), Sandy Turner
J=v!. Stephanie Povendo
'Chris) and Valane Figo-
Huebsch: sons, Stephan Zigo
Deborah! and Damiel Zigo
Shea); brothers, B.J. Brockeit
Jeanmie!. Bob Brockett,
Ceal Brockett INona) and

Eddie Brockett (Shirlev':
sisters, Margaret Beynolds
and Teresa Williams fark):
grandchildren, Billy Owens,

Jerrv Boskam Mvka), Johnny

Orwen (Lindsey!, Summer
Odom (Jason), Brandon
Turner Keln!, Austin
Teders and fiancé Jocelmn,
Casady Zigo, Samantha
Zigo, Nathan Povendo, Ton
Huebsch and Noah Zigo;

11 great-grandchildren as
well as numerous nieces and

ﬂtphl:"- VE.
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Whole-Person Care

Our mission of Extending the Healing Ministry of Christ calls us to provide
comfort and support to every person within our care. That means asking
about your physical, emotional and spiritual needs.

During your visit to AdventHealth, our team members will ask you questions to better know you and care for you
as a whole person:

Do you have someone who loves and cares for you?

Do you have a source of joy In your life?

Do you have a sense of peace today?

Whatever your needs, our team members are here
to support you In your journey to feel whole. ..
L

AdventHealth




