
ln Dorothg Watts' classroom
students haue to pag bills
and purchase their school

supplies. Liuing in the
State of Education helps prepzre

them for the "re(tl world."

Living in the"State of Educatiolt"

sign on the grades :1-i-r
c lassroom a[ Port land Advenl ist  [ , ] lemen-
[ary Schoul (0rcgon) reads: "Yuu 

are
now entering the S'IATB 01.' UDtl(lA-' t l0 \ .  Pupu la t i0n :  21 .  Dr ive  car .chr l l y ! "

| l .  \ r , l l  i gn{ , fe  I l t ( '  s ign  y ( )u  n l tv  t r r ' c i \ r '
a speeding t ickct fur 25 "scholars."  

A
scholar is a school dol lar,  the currency
on which the state 0pcrates.

0nce you havc crossed the statc lintr,
you wi l l  scc that the classruom has been
arrangcd t0 simulal , t r  a miniatufC state.
(  r )n t l ) l ( ' te  u  i lh  g r r r t ' rnur 's  I l l l l l t s iu t l ,  g r ,n -
era l  s to re ,  bank ,  pos t  o f l i ce ,  pub l i t ,
I  ibrary, ncwspaper off ice, sci trnct '  la l tor-
atOfy, cOmputer store, craft factory, slock
cxchange, lai l ,  and state penitent iafy.

In the center uf the room the dcsks
form f ive clusters of fuur cach. Each
gr0up repfescnts a ci ty,  with a chi ld who
sefvcs as may0r.

When the cit,izens need school sup-

t\t, l,hr: tine this art,icle was written, Doro,
thy l,;at0n Wauswas a nultigrade specialist at
I'orlland ildvent,isl !')lenentatlt School in
Greshan, )regon. This year she is t,ear:hing
grades 1-B at St. John's Adventist St:hool in
St. John's, Michigan. In 0ctober lgBS the
Gresham 0utlook ptinted a 10-colunn-inch
Ieantre story ab()ut the activities described
here. A television uew also fiIned a segnent
about the State of Education for the evening
news.

pl ics, they \  is i t  th(,  gt 'nr lal  st l l r ' .  ' l ' i r

slrxrk nt'rressaly i lrrms, parents ciinlri buteri
$20 seed rn0ney.  Thc  s l .o rekee l t r r
r e c o r d s  a l l  p u r c h a s e s ,  a n d  k c t - r p s
accounts ul  how much moncy the store
has receivcd from i ts customefs. A penci l
cos[s 0ne scholar and I 0 sheets of paper
scl l  for one scholar.  The chi ldren must,
purchase al l  necessary i tems from the
store. They may not br ing suppl ies from
home or buy them on the black market,.

The bank is located next, d00f t0 the
store. Just as in real l i fe,  the ci t izens of
the State of Education need money to pay
bills and purchase necessary items. The
children earn a weekly salary of 50 schol-

a rs  i l  thn  complc t r  lhe i r  l i t ' r k l l  no lk
( 'ontfa( ' I  on I inre. Uach cont lact mLrst i tc
I in ishtr l  beftrre lhe ncxt,0nr]  is r t rcei l t 'd.
Work cumplr led un lhc day assigned
receivrs f t r l l  wages. Late work r t  ceives
only half  pay. Wurk that is mure than twrr
weeks latc,  unless because ofemergency
or i l lncss, receives n0 pay. Howevt-:r ,  the
ci t izens are eager to get paid, so they
usual ly turn in thei f  work on t , ime.
Excused absences allow the student t0
renegotiate his or her contract.

Payday!
Monday is payday. After receiving a

check, each chi ld f i l ls out a deposit  s l lp
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and pays any outstanding bills. Everyone
has recurring obligations such as tithe,
mOrtgage payments, util ities, property
taxes, and social security taxes. All bills
must be paid by check. The children then
ba lance the i f  checkbooks  and bank
acc0unm.

When her mother came t0 visit, Lara
pointed out al l  the bi l ls she had ro pay." l t 's 

terr ible,  Mommy; we have s0 many
bi l ls that i t  takes al l  I  make.""Now you know what Daddy and I
have to struggle with evefy month," her
mother responded.

0n the fifst day of school Shelley
asked if she could put more than one
assignment, on a sheet of paper."Why?" 

I  asked."Because 
now paper costs money!"

You would be surprised how little
papef the chi ldren use. Penci ls aren' t ,
sharpened unless they really need it.
These youngsters have learned [0 econ-
omize I

After a couple of weeks of writing tithe
checks one chi ld asked, "Why 

do we
have tt-r pay tithe?" That, gave me an
excellent, opportunity to discuss the bib-
l i ca l  p r inc ip le  o f  t i th ing .

What i f  a chi ld runs out,  of  money? The
bank loans money at an interest rate of
10 percent.  When the f i rsr chi ld dis-
covered that he had to pay back more
than he took, he exclaimed, "That's

robberyl "

However, having to make weekly pay-
ments t0 the bank has helped the chi l -
dren understand credit and encourages
careful budgeting.

A Stock Exchange
"We want t0 have a stock exchange,"

Eric and Craig proposed one day."But 
I  don' t  know anything about the

stock market," I protested. "lf you can
f igure out how to do i t  though, I ' l l  let  you
Open 0ne."

A couple of days later the boys came
back with a workable plan. Using the
prices of shares from the New York Stock
Exchange, students may buy stock at the
going price. They recieve a stock ceftifi-
cate from the stockbfoker, who keeps
a record 0f the transaction. 0nce each
quarter the stockholders draw a dividend
rate from miscellaneous percentages
written on slips of paper drawn from a
box. They use a calculator [0 figure their
dividend, and lhe broker gives them a
check.
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How to C'et Extra MoneY
Children can eafn extfa moncy i f their

bank account becomes depleted. The)
may do piecework in the craft factory,
type assignments, d0 fil ing, read books,
work on research pfoiects, or perform
experiments.

The State of Education also has a post'
of f ice. The chi ldren may wf i te let ters as
often as they like, but they must put, theif
notes i n envelopes and address them cor-
rectly. Each child has an address, com-
plete with zip code. Post'al customcrs
must weigh their letters and purchase
smmps.

Traffic Control
Like other iur isdict ions, the State 0f

Education has traffic lights. ()reen means
tha[ the ci[izens may talk. Yellow pffmits
whispe r ing as neccssafy or wotking with
a friend, Llut the students must, be 0n
task. During thc red l ight cycle, n0 talk-
ing or whisPering is al lowed.

Trial and Punishment
Thc iai l  and penitent iary arc rescrved

for those who cann0t, control themse lves.
Although n0 One wants t0 be sent t0 iail
for misbehavior, student's oftcn sign a
wait,ing list t'o work there. Thcy have
fountl the isolat'ion helps thcrn gel a lot of
work done quickly.  The iai l  and peniten-
tiary also scrve as holiday fetleal cen-
tefs.

As thc chi ldren l ive, wotk, and studY
in the State of Education, they begin t0
realize that thcy can actually make a
dif fercnce in thcir  l ives by the choices
thcy make. Their gradcs bcgin t0 im-
prove, self-esteem soars, and behavior
problems decrease.

Not long ago, Rose Snarr' schot'tl
secre[ary, asked, 

"Mrs. Watts, what is
going on in Your room? We've not had
anyone from your room for detention.
You aren' t  sending down problems for
the PrinciPal to solve.""The 

children are learning t0 manage
themselves and solve theif Own prob-
Iems," I replied, and then t0ld her about
our couf[ system.

Bach month the citizens of the State 0f
Education appoint a iudge. Three names
for iurY dutY are drawn out of a box. I
serve as bailiff, prosecuting attorney'
and defense atlorney' That way I can

Continued on Page 29
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Chilclren in earlg
grade.s learn mathe-
matics more effec
tiuelg when theg use
phgsical objects in
their,lessons.

write let ters to fr iends and relat ives,
not ( 'S ,  g f ( | ( 'e f \  l iS tS .

2.  \ la th -har  e  ch i ld rcn  he lp  f igure
Ihe cost of  f t 'cding the family for a week,
assist  in i ralancing thc checkbook, use
l . r , t r  t i r ) n s  l , r  r l U u h l e  ; e r ' j 1 r e s ,  n t c t s u t ' H
wood f t i l  home-improvemcnt pt0lects,
calculate the amount of gasol ine necdcd
lo take a hip.

3. Rcading-mOdcl lhe importance of
reading by taking t ime to r trad buoks and
magazines, and having reading matcf ia ls
avai lablc for chi ldrcn to peruse. Parenls
can set,  aside quiet t , imc when evcryone
sits down and enloys rcading. Al tcrward,
they can discuss what was read, and
relate the story to dai ly l i fc.

,1.  l i rper iencos away from home-
lak0 youngsters lu parks, l ibrar ies, zons,
histor ical  s i tes.

5 .  D isc ip l inc -hc lp  ch i ld rcn  learn
appfopriatc behavior for a var iety of
si tuat ions. Cood behavior is lear.ned, not
intu i t ivrr .

6. Values-discruss and exhibiI impor-
lant values that,  yOu wish your chi ldrcn to
develop in thcir  l ives, such as responsi-
bi l i ty,  thc imp0rtance of educat ion, hard
work, pcrsistence, and t fust in Cod.

Conclusion
In summary, when teachers are knowl-

edgeable about the curr iculum, involve

students in their  own learning through
science experiments and homework as-
signments, use effective techniques for
leaching reading and other subjects,
communicate high expectations to their
pupi ls,  and work with parents; they wi l l
be compensated with improved student
att i tudes and enhanced achievement in
the classroom.

The combined effofts of school and
home will make education work. n

Free copies 0f the booklet,, What Works:
Research About'l'eaching and Learning, are
avai lable by wr i t , ing ( lonsumer Inf t t rmat ion
Cent t : r .  Pucblo.  C0 81069.

F(X)TN0T!]S

I l ,aurerrce l . tr lnb0rg. "The'Works' 
on ( lommon

Sensc," ll';ishhgton /bst (March ,rr, 19U(:i), l)5.
2 llhat. ll,orks: Rrs0arch Abaut 'l'uching and

Ltarning (Washington, I) .(1.:  t l .S. [)epartnttrnl ol '
[ , ] t jucal. ion, 19t]t i ) ,  p. 2 l .

rr l \ ,1i lcs V. Zintz and Zclda R. Maggart,  Tht,
Rtarling l)rorr:ss: 'l'hc 'll:acher and l,he Lcarnt'r
(Duburluc, Iowa: Wm. C. [ . ] fown ( lo. l ' �uir l ishers,
l9B4) ,  p  176

4 V/hat. l lhtks, 1.2'2.
.  I l t id . ,  p .29 .
6 Ir is l \ ' lc( l lel len' l icdt and Sidn0y Wil l is Tiedt,

Hlt:nrertlary ll'a(:her's New \onpk:tt: Ideas ttand
boot ([ . lnglewtxid Clj f ls, \ . ,1 :  I ' renticc I lal ] ,  Inr:. .
19 t ] l i ) .  pp .  1 ,14 ,  115.

7 What l forks, 1t.27.
8 ' l ' icdt and Tiedt, p 6!).
s What lYorks, lt. 2:1.
1o f i t  dt and ' l ' icdt, p. l  t l t ) .
t t  lb id . ,  p .  41 .
r2 Feinhcrg.
r3 Rrrrrald'l'. La(l0nl,c, Hont'work as a Learning

I.)xpcricnce: What RcsL:art:h Says to tht' 'l'ucher

(Washington, I) .(1.:  \at ional Hducal, ional Associa-
t ion ,  l98 l  ) .

rq l)avir l  A. l . ingland and,loannis K. ! ' lal , ley,
l lont:work-and l i 'hy (Bloomington, lnd.: Phi
I)clta Kappa Educat,ional l,'oundation, l085).

t5 What lVorks, 1t.  15.

0ften the whole class anxiously awaits
the verdict. In the cases tfied t0 date the
student judge and jurors have imposed
fair sentences.

About a week after Marcus appeared
in court  for losing his temper, a teacher
saw him walking around the playground
looking vefy agitated "What's wr0ng,
Marcus?" she asked." l 'm 

trying not t0 have a cour[  case,"
Marcus repl ied.

After Peter had been f ined for cal l ing
names, he begged, "Please 

don't  pr int
my couft  case in the newspaper.  I  don' t
want,  the wholc world to know whal I
d i d .  "

"Sorry,"  
t  said. "We need t0 l ive in

such a way that, we are proud for our
actions to bc puirlished "

As the children
liue in the State of
Fjduc.ation, thea
realize theu can rellla
make o difference in
their liues bg the
choices theg make.

A Special-Privilege Card
Half  of  thc chi ldren in the State of

Bducat ion own an I( IMM credit  card.
This orange plast ic card ident i f ies thcm
as members 0f the I  Can Manage Myself
c lub. ' lb gct this card, they have to show
excellent, self-control for two wecks.
They must, complete all work on timc, and
must,  n0[ have any f incs or jai l  scntcnccs.

Cardholders receive certain pf iv i-
leges. These include si t t ing on thc c0uch,
using lhe typewri ter,  v is i t ing the l iste n-
ing center, g0ing t0 the bathr00m withOut
permission, and working t0gethcr with a
fr iend.

ln the State of Education I see children
developing positive character traits such
as self-esteem, tolerance, understanding
of others' viewpoints, self-control, de-
pendability, respect for property, the
value of money, stewardship, courtesy,
t ime management ,  good c i t i zensh ip ,
economy and conservat ion, honesty,
truthfulness, and obedrence.

Isn't that what Christian education is
all about? Building character and pre-
paring children for the loy of citizenship
in this I i fe and the higher ioy of c i t izen-
ship in the world to come? tr

STATE Otr'EDTJCATION
Continued from page I

c0ntfol the situati0n by the questions I
ask.

We have both civil and miminal cases
in our court,. Distinction is made between
cases that, involve a school rule and mere
persona l  g r ievances .  I f  a  s i t ,ua t , ion
involves a school regulation, specific
fines have already been designated. The
ludge simply assesses the fine once the
defendant has been proved guilty. In
cases lacking a formal rule,  the judge

may use discret ion in meting Out pun-
ishment, .  0f  approximately 40 cases
heard in the Supreme Court of the State
of Education, all but three have involved
lawsuits between citizens. In the remain-
ing cases the state initiated the trial.
Litigants have occasionally settled Out 0f
court for a monetary considerati0n.

Whi le cases are being tr ied, part ic i-
pants must observe c0urtt0om decorum.
The children take the process seriously.
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