The Life and Ministry of Ellen G. White – Final Exam Review

July 23, 2003

1. Testing The Prophetic Gift (NP 69-88)

I. Bible Tests

1. To the law and the testimony.

Isa. 8:20

2. Fulfillment of predictions


Jer 28:9;
Deut 18:22

3. Fidelity to verities of the Christian faith
1 John 4:2

4. Ye shall know them by their fruits.

Matt 7:16, 20

II. Important Evidences

1. Timeliness of message

2. Practical nature of messages

3. High spiritual plane of messages—not childish or common

4. Manner in which message was imparted to prophet—physical phenomena

5. The visions of a definite experience—not just impressions

6. Relation of prophet to outside influences

7. Recognition by contemporaries

a) Fellow workers

b) Observers

c) Those close to prophet

2. Ellen White’s understanding of the way inspiration works in the ministry of the Bible prophets is thought or plenary inspiration.  EGW stated that she was dependent upon the Holy Spirit of the Lord in relating or writing a vision as in having the vision.  Quote “Although I am as dependent upon the Spirit of the Lord in writing my views as I am in receiving them, yet the words I employ in describing what I have seen are my own, unless they be those spoken to me by an angel, which always enclose in marks of quotation.” R&H 10-8-1867   

2b. With regards to the bearing this has on EGW’s us of editorial help,her use of the works of others and revisions of some of her books – Ellen White …

3. The proper relationship between the Bible and the writings of Ellen White with regards to:

Source – The Holy Spirit is the author of the scriptures and the Spirit of Prophecy.  As the Spirit of God had opened to mind the great truths of His word and the scenes of the past and the future, I have been bidden to make known to others that which has been revealed. GC, Introduction p. xi
Authority – That the authority of her work came from God and those who chose not to accept the visions were not speaking or striking against – the feeble instrument that God spake through but the Holy Spirit. “As the spirit of God has opened to my mind the great truths of His word and the scenes of the past and future, I have been bidden to make known to others that which has thus been revealed.” GC p. xi
Function –  They are not to give new light, but to impress vividly upon the heart the truths of inspiration already revealed.  In the Testimonies God has simplified the truths already revealed.

I got this from the handout we received in class 7/22/03

III. Significant E. G. White Statements

1. Clear evidence essential

There will be those who claim to have visions. When God give you clear evidence that  the vision is from Him, you may accept it, but do not accept it on any other evidence…..

2. Many things straight—Jots and tittles of error

...Many things in these visions and dreams seem to be all straight, a repetition of that which has been in the field for many years; but soon they introduce a jot here, a tittle of error there, just a little seed which takes toot and flourishes, and many are defiled therewith.

3. From the imagination of a deceived mind

Various things will appear claiming to be revelations from God, but which flow from the imagination of a conceited and deceived. We had to meet these things in our early experiences. There were youth and children as well as those of mature age who claimed to be led and taught of God, having a special message to declare. They were springing up on every side, having the truth on some points and error upon other points. For years the message came to me, “Believe them not for they lead into false paths….

4. Childish figures and Illustrations

...Childish figures and illustration are employed in describing sacred, heavenly things, and there is a mingling of the sublime and the ridiculous. While the work has the appearance of great sanctity, it is calculated to ensnare and mislead souls.

5. The track of error

The track of truth lies close beside the track of error, and both tracks may seem to be one to minds which are not worked by the Holy Spirit, and which, therefore, are not quick to discern the difference between truth and error.

For specific stories look at NP 70-87. For specific relations to E. G. White and her gift read MR 1-51

4. What principles of interpretation should be followed in interpreting the writings of Ellen G. White?

1. The general teaching of all the applicable counsels should be studied before conclusions are drawn.

2. The time, place and circumstances of the giving of certain messages should also be considered.

3. We should try to discover the principle involved in any specific counsel, which should be prevalent for all time and all seasons.

6. In chronicling events in historical narrative she makes no attempt to be complete or exhaustive, but rather is selective, in drawing in those events that form the background of the great controversy theme.  In all her writings the details of history were always subordinated to the great theme of the conflict.  Even where the facts of the bible or of secular history are introduced, there is usually a characteristic background of the invisible contending forces of good and evil such as no other writer has attempted.
7. The 1888 GC meeting was one of the most controversial ones.  The central issues of the meeting were righteousness by faith and prophetic interpretations.  On one side, we have  A.T. Jones and E.J. Waggoner
defending the new concepts they have brought up.  On the other side, we have Uriah Smith and G.I. Butler challenging the new concepts.  Though Sr. White was present, she seemed not to have taken a major part in those meetings; except for the fact that she counseled the brethren to be open-minded about the new concepts of A.T. Jones and E.J. Waggoner.  And also, at the end of the meetings, she kind of rebukes the brethren for
the spirit of pride and competitiveness that effected the way in which their points of views were presented.
  
The result of the meetings was rather great because many books came out on righteousness by faith.  These books are not limited to, but include the renowned Desire of Ages and Steps to Christ. In addition, the
GC called A.T. Jones and E.J. Waggoner to give Bible study on the topic.  They were often accompanied by Sr. White who traveled with them to give lectures on the topic in different camp meetings.

On the other hand, the 1901 GC meetings were quite different and somewhat peaceful.  The central issue was re-organization.  This was introduced by Sr. White, which was the major figure with Arthur G.
Daniells.  Her advice was taken seriously, and before the meeting was over major changes in the role and constituency of the General Conference Committee were made.  The result was great within eight years they added fifty-seven to the forty-five that had been organized in 1901. 
8. Great Controversy Theme 

1st Great Controversy Vision – March 14, 1858 presented in Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 1 (which became the 3rd section of Early Writings)

· EGW in vision for 2 hrs while at funeral in Lovett’s Grove, OH

· this basic vision was given when the church was small and facilities limited

· this story (219 pages) only briefly touched the high points of the controversy

1864 – Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 3 and 4
· fuller detail of phases of controversy such as 

· fall of Lucifer

· creation

· fall of man

· lives of patriarchs

· experience of Israel 

(Vol. 2 was autobiographical work)

Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 1-4 (1870-1884)

· Vol. 1 (1870) – from fall of Lucifer and creation story until time of Solomon

· Vol. 2  & 3 (1877 & 1888) – life and work of Christ and the apostles

· Vol. 4 (1884) – controversy between Christ and Satan in first centuries of Christian era, in the Reformation of the 16th cent., to understand the present-day conflict (expressions adapted to SDA’s)

“Conflict of the Ages” Series (1888-1917)

· 1888 edition of the Great Controversy – enlarged volume with illustrated cover, omitted some instruction not appropriate for non-Adventists

· 1890 – Patriarchs and Prophets – beginning of the conflict and story of the early ages

· 1898 – Desire of Ages  - comprehensive exposition on life of Christ

· 1911 edition of the Great Controversy – reillustrated, 4 adjustments made to wording to keep statements chronologically accurate, history verified

· 1911 – Acts of the Apostles 

· 1917 – Prophets and Kings – Old Testament History

9.  On the way 

10. What role did Ellen White play in the development of Seventh-day Adventist doctrine?  Illustrate your answer by discussing the doctrines of Sabbath (including time to begin) and the Sanctuary.  Include important dates and events.

Sabbath

· The doctrines held by the Seventh-day Adventists did not come to us initially through the Spirit of Prophecy, but rather by earnest Bible Study.

· In 1845, Joseph Bates read The Hope of Israel by T.M. Prebel, which was an article on the Sabbath

· In early 1846, Ellen Harmon and James White did not receive this message from Bates at first.

· In August 1846, Bates published a 48-page tract, “The Seventh-day Sabbath a Perpetual Sign”.  James and Ellen studied this tract along with the Bible and accepted the Seventh-day Sabbath about the time of the marriage.

· They kept the Sabbath prior to a confirming vision received by Ellen White in April 1847, from the Lord.  The Sabbath was then kept from 6:00 pm Friday to 6:00 pm Saturday.  

· J.N. Andrews was tasked with studying if the group was observing Sabbath correctly with its 6:00 pm time frame.  He discovered that they were not and recommended that they keep if from sunset to sunset according to Scripture.  He had supported his position with nine text from OT and two from the NT.

· Ellen White at first opposed to the sunset setting was given a vision from God and upheld the sun decision in unity with everybody else.

· The vision mentioned above occurred at the end of the General Conference Session in Battle Creek, in 1855.

Sanctuary
· This doctrine’s light was first perceived by Hiram Edson the morning after the Great Disappointment

· Edson joined by Doctor Hahn and O.R.L. Crossier studied the Bible to get understanding as to a vision he had of Christ moving from the Holy Place to the Most Holy Place of the Sanctuary in heaven.

· Feeling that they had received light from God on the investigative judgment work of Christ in heaven, they published their findings in the Day-Dawn in the winter of 1845-46.  A more comprehensive publishing was done in the Day-Star under the title of “The Law of Moses”, in 1846.

· Ellen White had previously had a vision on the sanctuary, which would be acknowledged as a confirmation by revelation of the sanctuary truth we hold as doctrine today.

· Thus Adventist doctrines are based upon extensive Bible study and attested by revelation through the Spirit of Prophecy given to us through Ellen White.
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