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Final Exam Preparation for GSEM 532
1. Biblical test & evidences to evaluate the prophetic gift.  Give examples.
Biblical Tests
1. To the law and the testimony: Isaiah 8:20, must harmonize with the Bible

2. Fulfilled predictions: Deut. 18:21, 22, there is also conditional prophecy as given Jer. 18:7-11
3. Truth about & fidelity to Jesus: 1 John 4:1-3, humanity of Jesus

4. By their fruits: Matt. 7:15-20, character (life) & ministry, Gal. 5:22

Other Evidences (which are not tests in the Bible)
1. Timeliness of the message: present needs such as EGW’s response to the brethren concerning “The Living Temple.”
2. Practical nature: speak to real needs & of practical value

3. High spiritual plane: messages are of spiritual import & not common

4. Physical phenomena: Not breathing, supernatural strength, unconscious of surroundings.  Physical phenomena can be counterfeited

5. Definite experience: not just impressions

6. Not affected by outside influences which would attribute human origin

7. Recognition by contemporaries: views help by family, friends, fellow workers, etc.

Ellen White when in vision would not breathe and after a temporary loss of physical strength would manifest superhuman strength.  She was conscious of her surroundings with eyes open wide as if intently watching something.  There were many eyewitness accounts of EGW in vision.  Her last open vision was in 1884 (J. N. Loughborough)
Before EGW was chosen the gift had 1st been give to two other:  William Foy (who was faithful) and Hazen Foss (who refused).  False prophets of EGW’s time were Anna Phillips and Ana Garmire.
2. What is EGW’s understanding of inspiration of Bible prophets and her own ministry?  What bearing did this have on her use of editorial help, use of other sources and future revisions of her books?

Definitions:

1. Revelation: a divine act which enables the prophet to come to the understanding of something.

2. Inspiration: a divine act by which God enables a prophet to grasp and communicate in a trustworthy manner that which has been revealed

3. Illumination: A divine act by which God enables any person in right relation with Him to come to a correct understanding of that which has been revealed

Why is there a need for prophets?  Isaiah 59:2 says our sins have separated us from God.  God has communicated to man through angles, Urim & Thummin, prophets (Num. 12:6), through Scripture (John 5:39, 7:17 & 16:13 and Hebrews 1:1, 2).  Joel 2:28-31 (of which Peter quoted in Acts 2:16) describes a future time when the Spirit of the Lord will be poured out (in dreams & visions).  Paul in 1 Cor. 12:4-11 and Eph. 4:11-14 describes the gifts of the Holy Spirit as necessary for the church and in Thes. 5:19, 20 he speaks of not quenching the Spirit nor despising prophecy.  Jesus spoke about false prophets (Matt. 7:15-20) including in reference to the future (Matt. 24:11).  Rev. 12:17 gives two characteristics of the remnant (keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ).  Rev. 19:10 says the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of Prophecy and 22:10 refers to John as a prophet.  Like John, EGW was a genuine manifestation of the Holy Spirit.
EGW skipped the term prophet (because some like Joseph Smith had brought discredit to word) and referred to herself as the “messenger of the Lord.”

EGW understood Bible prophets to operate under concept inspiration.  God put the thoughts into the mind (through dream or vision) and the prophet or Bible writer was to convey (by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit) in a trustworthy manner.  EGW believed in concept inspiration with some threads of verbal inspiration (i.e., when the angel spoke directly).  She expressed in the intro of the GC that the Holy Scriptures were to be accepted as an authoritative, infallible revelation of God’s will.  She believed the Bible was accurate and conceded there were probably errors but although mistakes do happen through concept inspiration, in 1 SM 16 she said “All the mistakes [in reference to the Bible] will not cause trouble to one soul, or cause any feet to stumble, that would not manufacture difficulties from the plainest revealed truth.”  In regards to infallibility she said, “God alone is infallible.”  EGW advocated an extreme confidence in Scripture and believed in full (plenary) inspiration of the Bible.  Revelation is by God, the expression of the thought is of a mind inspired by the Holy Spirit.

When it came to the work of a prophet, she did not believe in degrees of inspiration,
3. What is the proper relationship between the Bible and the writings of EGW in the areas of source, authority and function?
On the subject of the authority of her writings (books, letters, articles, etc.) she said,

“Although I am as dependent upon the Spirit of the Lord in writing my views as I am in receiving them, yet the words I employ in describing what I have seen are my own, unless they be those spoken to me by an angel, which always enclose in marks of quotation.” R&H Oct. 8, 1867
Source- 
1. Holy Spirit is the Author of Scripture & SOP

2. Same mode of inspiration as the Bible

3. Plenary (full) inspiration

4. Infallibility- she never claimed it

“As the Spirit of God had opened to mind the great truths of His word and the scenes of the past and the future, I have been bidden to make known to others that which has been revealed.” GC, Introduction p. xi
Authority- 
1. In striking against the visions are striking against the Holy Spirit

a. She does not make her authority primary, but “thus says the LORD.”

2. Make known to others which had been revealed to her

b. She does not claim the message as her own

3. She was dependent on the Spirit of the Lord to convey the visions as much as she was in receiving them
4. God was EGW’s authority behind the messages. 

5. This work is of God or it is not; there are no other choices

c. Look at the fruit of the messages

Function- 
1. Not to give new light

2. Not to bring out additional truth

3. Not to diminish or belittle the Bible

4. Impress vividly (intensify) the truths of Scripture

5. Clarify (simplify) the truth of Scriptures

6. Glorify Scripture
7. Testimonies are light God has given and not her own judgment or opinion.

8. Books: EGW is not the originator but contains instruction God has given her

9. Articles: She said they do not express her ideas

10. Letters: Again she said God was speaking through her

11. Interviews: Writes out the light she has

12. When there was no light, she remained silent or said so.

13. Light given in the past she would share at different times

14. My writings will go forward and these words given to me by the Lord will still have an influence

15. The source for her biographical material was her own (memory, letters, etc.)  No claim for inspiration here.

16. Common matters were not given by inspiration

17. Purpose of EGW’s writings

a. An early statement- “not for a new rule of faith, but for the comfort of His people, and to correct those who err from Bible truth.”

b. A later statement: “for there instruction… given to correct… and to specify what is truth… revealed many things pointing out the truth, thus saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.”

4. What principles of interpretation should be followed in interpreting the writings of EGW?

The writings of EGW are balanced and filled with clear, forceful, sensible counsel and are never radical of extreme.  They combine common sense with a spiritual approach.  How are we to study and interpret the writing?  First of all we need to realize that her writings are the work of the Holy Spirit and second they were given in a language we could easily understand with no special hermeneutics needed.
The written testimonies are not to give new light but to impress vividly upon the heart the truths of inspiration already revealed.  The following principles should always be considered in the study of her writings:
1. The general teaching of all the applicable counsels should be studied before conclusions are drawn.  “The testimonies themselves will be the key to explain the messages given…”
2. The time, place and circumstance should be considered when studying specific counsels.

3. One should try to discover the general principle involved in any specific counsel.  In doing so we can apply it to our own life and circumstances.  In this way the counsel can be used for any season or time
4. Study with a balanced attitude.

a. Do not take an extreme view

b. Do not use the writings as proof for unbelievers

c. Do not use them as an iron rule to measure all

d. Apply the counsel to ourselves first

5. List 25 major events in the life and ministry of EGW (see handout)
6. (Not included in exam)

7. What were the central issues and figures in the 1888 and 1901 General Conferences?  What role did EGW play in each?  What was the outcome of each?

1888-
The GC of 1888 (October) took place in Minneapolis, MN.  By this time the Church had fallen into a practical legalism or a Galatians’ heresy- believing Christ and a keeping of the law for salvation.  The Church had been warned in 1856 and again in 1873 that it was in a Laodicean state (Rev. 3).  It was in this setting that two issues became controversial- righteousness by faith (in conjunction with the law in Galatians) and prophetic interpretation of Daniel 7 (10 horns).  On the Progressive side were the young men E. J. Waggoner and A. T. Jones championing their message of righteousness by faith.  While on the Conservative side, Uriah Smith along with W. H. Littlejohn, I. D. Van Horn and G. I Butler (who could not attend) remained staunch to the historic view of the Law and looked upon Waggoner and Jones as antinomians.  Underlying these two sides was the real issue of 1888, unsanctified personalities and confrontational spirits.  Although EGW didn’t take sides, she was emphatic about a subject she had been presenting for 45 years- justification by faith.  In the end she appealed for a Spirit of Christ, conversion and thorough Bible study.  The outcome was one of the saddest chapters in the history of the Church.  On the bright side there would come the promotion of the matchless charms of Jesus Christ through such writings as DA & SC (EGW) and C&HR (Waggoner).  In the later years there would be confessions and acceptance of the message but also a falling out of Kellogg, Jones and Waggoner.
1901
The crisis of the GC of 1901 was one about the limited structure of the Church and a dire need for reorganization.  In coming back from Australia, EGW knew first hand the stifling “kingly power” that had come to exist in the General Conference leadership at Battle Creek.  With the opening of the Conference by then President G. A. Irwin, EGW pressed the issue of a total reorganization.  A. G. Daniells new the voice of the Lord speaking and with the rest of the 238 delegates abandoned the agenda and obeyed the command.  With the close of the conference three weeks later, there would now be a new world General Conference, central departments and worldwide union conferences to oversee work close at hand.  Everyone at the end recognized it as the work of the Lord and not as their own.  The fruitage of the reorganization would be God’s blessings not only in growth but also financially.  In 1903 the structure would be fine-tuned with the addition of a GC president and in 1913 world divisions would be added.
8. Trace the development of the GC theme in the writings of EGW from 1858 to 1917.

The Great Controversy theme is a history of the sin problem and the ensuing conflict between Christ and Satan.  It covers the history from the fall of Lucifer to the end of the conflict.  The theme was introduced to EGW in 1848 but it was not until in vision March 14, 1858 (Lovett’s Grove, OH & lasted 2 hours) was she instructed to write out what she had seen.  At a stopover in Jackson, MI she was struck down with a stroke (she was later shown that it was Satan who was trying to take her life).  With the preservation of God she proceeded to write and in September of that year (1858) the book SG vol. 1 was ready for distribution.  The book introduced the theme and primarily covered the period from the fall of Lucifer to the fall of man along with a very brief account of the period from Christ to the New Earth.  In the ensuing decades the theme would be enlarged upon with subsequent volumes and books:
Spiritual Gifts, Vol. 3 & 4 – 1864
· Covers the time period from Creation to Solomon.  Dealt more comprehensively with the fall of Lucifer, the creation, the fall of man, the lives of the Patriarchs and the experience of Israel.

Spirit of Prophecy, Vol. 1 – 4

· Vol. 1, 1870, tells the conflict story from the fall of Lucifer and creation to the time of Solomon.
· Vol. 2, 1877, deals with the life and work of Christ (birth to ascension)

· Vol. 3, 1878, deals with the life and work of the Apostles after Christ ascension to the destruction of Jerusalem
· Vol. 4, 1884, Forerunner to the “Great Controversy” edition and covers the period from the destruction of Jerusalem to the New Earth.  An illustrated edition was printed for the colporteur work
“Conflict of the Ages” Series (1888 – 1917) 
· Great Controversy, 1888, destruction of Jerusalem to the end of sin.  Intended for general circulation with matter inappropriate for non-Adventist left out.  In 1911 the edition was reillustrated and references revised.
· Patriarchs & Prophets, 1890, from the beginning of the conflict to David
· Desire of Ages, 1898, comprehensive exposition on the life of Christ
· Acts of the Apostles, 1911, 1st century of the Christian church
· Prophets & Kings, 1917, death of David to the birth of Christ
9. Give specific data which show how God used Ellen White in the origin & development of the SDA medical, educational and publishing work.

Medical Work
EGW had been shown in the visions of 1848, 1851, 1854 and in the comprehensive vision of 1863 the serious need for health reform.  With this impetus and the vision of Dec. 25, 1865, an appeal was made to the GC in 1866 for a health institution based on these reforms.  It was voted to establish in Battle Creek the Western Health Reform Institute, later renamed the Battle Creek Sanitarium (by Kellogg).  The sanitarium emphasized preventive medicine instead of drugs.  Subsequent visions would either establish or encourage other sanitariums:

· St. Helena on the West Coast, 1877

· Paradise Valley in San Diego, 1902

· Glendale, 1904
· Loma Linda, 1905, and its successor, the College of Medical Evangelist, 1909.

Educational Work
No single comprehensive vision constituted the basis for the educational work but EGW did write a comprehensive article on education in 1872.  She called for a school to train workers centered not only on the Bible but also on practical living (head, hand and heart).  EGW’s philosophy on education was to be wholistic, practical and a harmonious development of the spiritual, physical and mental.  Today, the SDA educational system is the largest Protestant system in the world.
· Battle Creek College established in 1874.  E. A. Sutherland moved the college from BC to Berrien Springs in 1901 and established it on a Bible basis.
· Avondale College in Australia.  It became a great success as it implemented the training EGW originally called for in the BC College
· Educational books

· Education, 1903

· Counsels to Parents, Teachers, Students, 1913
· Fundamentals of Christian Ed.,1923
Publishing Work
The publishing work can be traced back to the vision of 1848 with the admonishment to “publish a little paper.”  In 1849 this would become the start of Present Truth and eventually become the Review & Herald.  James White went on to establish the Review & Herald Publishing Association.  He would follow up in 1875 with the PPPA and the Signs of the Times.  In vision EGW saw many presses which in her foreign travels she would recognize.  She also encouraged Edson White to take up work in the South which would give rise to the Morning Star and the Southern Publishing Association in TN.  Today the SDA church has more than 50 publishing houses worldwide.
10. What role did EGW play in the development of SDA doctrine?  Illustrate your answer by discussing the doctrine of the Sabbath (including time) and the Sanctuary.  Include important dates and events.
EGW’s role in the development of Adventist doctrine can be summed in one word- confirmation.  The doctrines held by SDA did not initially come through the SOP but rather by earnest Bible Study.  It was in the Sabbath & Sanctuary Conferences of 1848 – 1850 that the basic foundational beliefs of the church came forth. They are:
1. The 2nd advent of Christ

2. The binding claims of the 7th-day Sabbath

3. The Three angles’ messages

4. The ministry of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary

5. The nonimmortality of the soul

Sabbath
The Sabbath issue starts with Rachael Oaks and Frederick Wheeler at Washington, NH in 1844.  In 1845, T. M. Preble wrote an article on the Sabbath in the Hope of Israel, which was read by Joseph Bates who proceeded to keep and teach the Sabbath.  James & Ellen were not convinced at first until they read Bate’s article, The 7th-day Sabbath a Perpetual Sign, in August of 1846.  It must be noted that the 1st Sabbath vision did not come until 7 months later on April 3, 1847 (the ark of God in the heavenly sanctuary).
In reference to the time issue of observing the Sabbath, for 10 years Sabbath keeping Adventist observed Sabbath from 6 PM Friday to 6 PM Saturday.  When questions/divisions started to creep in about the correct time, James White in 1855, commissioned J. N. Andrews (after D. P. Hall) to do a scriptural study.  His results were read at the GC that fall showing that scripture equated “even” and “evening” with sunset.  This settled the issue for all except Joseph Bates and Ellen White.  EGW would have a vision at the end of the conference confirming the sunset time.
Sanctuary
The cleansing of the Sanctuary was the central theme of the Advent Movement.  On the day following the Great Disappointment the Lord revealed to Hiram Edson Jesus’ move to the Most Holy.  He later invited F. B. Hahn & O. R. L. Crosier to study the subject with him.  Hahn & Crosier published their conclusions in the Day-Dawn in the winter of 1845/46 and in the Day-Star in February 1846.  In the meantime Ellen Harmon was give a vision in February 1845 of Christ going into the Most Holy place which she presented in the March 1846 issue of the Day-Star.  This vision ratified the essential high point of the sanctuary which had earlier been set forth on the basis of Scriptural evidence.

It must be noted that Scripture has always been the primacy for all Adventist doctrines.   Visions did not supersede the Word or earnest Bible study.  The visions had always been given, not as a new rule of faith, but to comfort His people and correct those who have erred from Bible truth.
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