History and Statement of Purpose.          Richard Kearns

1.  Work History--




January 1983 - December 1984
Worked for insurance Company as clerk.



January 1985 - July 1986

Study at Helderberg



July 1986 - July 1989 

Literature evangelist in SA



Aug 1989 - January 1990 

Worked for Insurance company



Summer 1993


Maga book program in Kansas



Sep 1996 - present 

Lakeland Regional Health System as a R.N.

2.  Family--  

Married to Carmen who is a stay-at-home mom with our nine-month
old daughter, Eliana.  Carmen enjoys reading and doing various crafts as hobbies, but has a background in International Trade for which she has a diploma from Germany.  She is largely supportive of the decision to work as a ministerial team, but has some concerns



of expectations for the “Pastor’s-wife”.  This is my only marriage.

3.  Personal Development—

The most significant event would be the divorce of my parents when I was just five years of age.  This resulted in me living with
my mother and her parents.  My relationship with my grandfather is probably the most vital.  It was through him that I learned to gain an interest in the Third Angels Message.

I am an outgoing person who easily makes friends.  I enjoy learning about people and am eager to find opportunity to encourage them in the plan that God has for their lives.  My health is good.  Regular exercise and eating healthily has great benefit.

I attended Helderberg College about thirteen years ago.  My record there is quite dismal due to financial and familial problems.  My mom and step-dad divorced around that time which distracted from my focusing on academic excellence.  

My most recent accomplishment is from Lake Michigan College, where I completed an Associate of Science majoring in Nursing.  This transcript more accurately measures my present relation to educational pursuits.  I am confident that a similar, if not better, achievement will be reached at Andrews.  I have never been convicted of a violation of the law.

4.  Religious Experience--  

Christ is most important in my life.  I first acknowledge acceptance by Him when I was nineteen years old after reading the book by
Morris Venden “To Know God—A Five Day Plan”.  I was baptized in 1979 in Bosmont Church, South Africa.  My church membership is still there, although I am occasionally active in PMC’s Prison Ministry and have been involved in a small group for the last three years.

I believe that the Seventh-day Adventist Church is God’s chosen flock to present a final message to this World in it’s closing seconds.  Its beliefs and lifestyle is solidly defensible from Scripture.

My devotional habits have varied over the years.  What lingers is a personal daily commitment for God to take control of my life and plans for the day.  I am presently attempting a yearly reading of the Bible.  God many times opens up opportunities to share the gems gleaned from personal study.

5.  Calling to Leadership Ministry.

There has been a definite call to leadership ministry.  A ministry where health is an integral component seems the direction that we are being prodded in.  The internal evidence is a peaceful composure, which has accompanied every step that we have taken to make this important decision.  External evidences are the reassuring words of those we minister
with and to.  Another is the hurdle that God is removing for me to study in the Seminary.  The one over-powering motivation is the splendor of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

My involvement in our small group and the Prison Ministry at PMC
has been challenging and has shown areas where a formal program of study would be beneficial in helping me be a more effective soul-winner.

In 1993 I was involved in the Maga Book program in Kansas City.  I
am still nurturing friendships formed from that exciting summer.  Other
activities I was involved was the Fire Side Fellowship collection of coats and blankets for less fortunate Benton Harbor friends and being in involved with ABIDE—an group of students reaching out to languishing churches within one hour of Andrews.

My strengths are a growing understanding of the Gospel and a supportive family.  Other strengths are the ability to be tactful when defending vital biblical truths.  Music is a wonderful asset that God has given to me to minister to His people, since I play the guitar and sing.  My greatest challenge could be being too idealistic; unnecessary 



strain could be the unwanted result.

6.  Goals in Relationship to the M.Div. Program.

My understanding of the M.Div. program at the Seminary is that is fits one for various fields of ministry—mainly the pastoral ministry.  The friends that I have who have completed the program have ended up in a variety of lines of ministry.  My 

plan is to learn a much as I can in the line of personal and  small-group ministry.  It is not clear in which line of ministry God would have me eventually, but at this point these are the two areas that I would concentrate on.  

Five years from now I would like to be in Africa planting Gospel seed.  I would shortly have finished the Seminary, so it would be a time of application.  Ten years from now I would like to be involved in evangelism on a public level, probably in South Africa.  My ultimate
career goal is to use all the gifts God has given me as I minister to His flock.  My entering the Seminary is totally voluntarily; there is no requirement from any institution or person.

7.  Additional References.



Edgar Nunes       471-7601     3357 Highview Dr.






     Berrien Springs MI 49103



Dr James Fisher  471-5057     8725 Maplewood Dr.






     Berrien Springs MI 49103



Lloyd Knecht     473-1888     8428 Valleyview Dr.






     Berrien Springs MI 49103
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